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Abstract 
 
An archaeological evaluation was carried out by Archaeology South-East on land at 
Chilmington Green, Ashford, Kent, between the 7th November and the 20th 
December 2016. The fieldwork was commissioned by CgMs Consulting.  
 
The evaluation identified a series of prehistoric phases across the site, 
encompassing evidence of limited Late Mesolithic/ Early Neolithic transient activity, 
and evidence of occupation of an undefined nature in the Middle/ Late Bronze Age 
and Middle/ Late Iron Age periods, with an apparent hiatus in the Early Iron Age. 
 
Evidence for Late Iron Age/ early Roman settlement was identified across the site, 
with the main focus of this settlement centered on the south-western part of the site, 
north and west of a Roman road, coterminous with the extant Chilmington Green 
Road. A possible section of Roman road was also recorded between Chilmington 
Green Road and a possible enclosure west of Netter’s Farm, identified by a previous 
geophysical survey.  
 
In addition, the evaluation identified field systems of medieval date, with evidence 
that these were maintained into the modern era. A possible late medieval enclosure, 
perhaps enclosing a farmstead, was also identified alongside the line of the former 
Roman road. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Background 
 
1.1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE) was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on 

behalf of their client to carry out an archaeological field evaluation of land 
south at Chilmington Green, Ashford, Kent, hereafter ‘the site’. The site is 
centred at National Grid Reference (NGR) 597456 141078 & 598829 140225 
and its location is shown on Figure 1. 

 
1.1.2 The site comprises numerous parcels of land to the north, north-west and 

north-east of Chilmington Green, occupying the periphery of a large area of 
proposed development to the south-west of Ashford. The site is located in 
fields to the south of the A28. A small secondary area (Access D) was 
located to the east of the main site, south-east of Coleman’s Kitchen Wood 
(Figure 54). 

 
1.2 Geology and Topography 
 
1.2.1 The underlying geology of the majority of the site is Weald Clay. During 

previous evaluations of the wider development area this was shown to be 
heavy, unforgiving and particularly prone to flooding. It was interspersed with 
large areas containing manganese (iron panning) which may account for 
some of the geophysical anomalies picked up in the various surveys (Wessex 
Archaeology 2010). Along the north-eastern side of the site is an elevated, 
partially wooded, broadly north-west – south-east oriented Greenstone ridge 
of interbedded sandstone and limestone (Hythe Formation).   

 
1.3 Scope of Report 
 
1.3.1 This report summarises the results of an archaeological trial trench 

evaluation.  
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Introduction 
 
2.1.1 The following background information is largely paraphrased from the ASE 

report, Chilmington Green, Ashford Kent: an overview of the Prehistoric and 
Roman archaeology (Stevenson 2013) and incorporates information from the 
Wessex Archaeology historic landscape and built heritage appraisal 
Chilmington Green & Discovery Park Area Action Plan (Wessex 2011).  

 
2.2 Early Prehistoric 

 
2.2.1 The evidence for the early prehistoric occupation of Chilmington Green is 

very limited. Only a small assemblage of 56 residual struck flints has been 
recovered from all fieldwork, including an extensive programme of field-
walking (Wessex Archaeology 2010). This is typically Late Neolithic or Early 
Bronze Age in character, mostly comprising of débitage, with few actual tools. 
There is no evidence of in-situ knapping or preserved flint scatters and no cut 
features dated to these periods. 

 
2.3 Bronze Age 

 
2.3.1 Several ditches uncovered during the 2004 evaluation (ASE 2004) may be 

part of the Late Bronze Age – Early Iron Age fields known to exist 
immediately to the north at Brisley Farm.  Despite extensive evaluation in this 
area no other pits, postholes or other occupation features of this date were 
identified.  

 
2.3.2 The initial results of both the Wessex Archaeology (Wessex Archaeology 

2010) and ASE (ASE 2012a) geophysics surveys suggested fairly strongly 
that elements of this system also exist across the Chilmington Green 
landscape, however, subsequent testing by evaluation trenching has on the 
whole failed to prove this. On balance, it is probably safe to suggest that the 
system continues slightly beyond Brisley Farm Area 6 and elements of it 
underlie the array of later remains in the 2004 evaluation area (ASE 2004). 
The field ditches are intermittent at best and are ephemeral and difficult to 
identify. 

 
2.4 Iron Age & Romano-British 

 
2.4.1 The major focus of archaeological activity in the Chilmington Green study area 

appears to be concentrated in the locale of the 2004 evaluation (ASE 2004) 
which revealed an extensive and complicated pattern of remains dating to the 
Late Iron Age–Romano-British period; a combination of pits, postholes, ditches 
and buildings. The density of the activity and the type of evidence revealed 
suggests that this was a major centre of occupation.  However, this is without 
doubt a continuation of the highly significance and fully excavated settlement of 
Brisley Farm (Stevenson 2013b), which is located immediately to the north. This 
part of the study area has the potential to advance understanding of this 
settlement and of the wider occupation of South Ashford. 
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2.4.2 The density of the archaeological features lessens slightly towards the south as 
the ground level drops. There is, however, still very convincing occupation 
evidence up until the northern half of Trench 39. It is possible that several large 
ditches investigated in Trenches 16, 24 and 39 formed a boundary to this area of 
occupation. This possible boundary was not detected further to the west and 
may lie in the unevaluated area beneath electricity pylons.  

 
2.43 The 2012 evaluation (ASE 2013) included trenches which were targeted on a 

cluster of geophysics anomalies that seemed to indicate that settlement 
continued further to the south than was previously supposed. Of these trenches 
(Trenches 8, 11, 9 and 10), only one, Trench 8, revealed any archaeological 
features suggesting that this area probably lies beyond, or on the fringes of the 
main settlement focus.  The best estimate therefore, given the current data, is 
that that the edge of the settlement lies some distance to the east of Trench 8 
and to the north of Trench 11. 

 
2.4.4 Geophysical survey (WA 2010) identified a possible small, outlying focus of 

archaeological activity c. 475m to the south of the main Late Iron Age settlement. 
This area was subsequently targeted by evaluation trenches (ASE 2012) which 
identified two gullies, probably of modern date (modern glass was recovered 
from the fills) and two further, undated gullies which may have ancient origins. 
There was nothing found in the evaluation to indicate that a dense pattern of 
archaeological remains exist in this vicinity. 

 
2.4.5 Some evidence for Late Iron Age occupation was found during the 2011 

evaluation (Wessex Archaeology 2011), which was located some 1.4km to the 
west of the main Brisley Farm settlement. However, this evidence is not 
definitive as it is dated by grog-tempered pottery, which can run into the 2nd 
century AD), but suggests that there was some occupation here in the early part 
of the 1st century AD. The evidence comes from ditches in Trenches 35 and 2. 
The evaluation results suggest that this occupation became more intensive in 
the Roman period (see below). 

 
2.4.6 Research into the Roman occupation of the South Ashford / Chilmington Green 

region has enabled a good understanding of the communication system that 
underpins the settlement of the area in this period. The main element of this 
system is an approximately south-west to north-east aligned road that runs to 
the south of the study area and through the Roman roadside town of Westhawk 
Farm. To the north of the study area, there is a further route, identified during the 
Brisley Farm investigations, which connects Brisley Farm and Westhawk Farm, 
before continuing to the north-west. The final element of this network leads from 
the main south-west to north-east aligned Westhawk Farm road north-west 
across the study area.  

 
2.4.7 It is the last of these roads that has the most potential for the current site as it 

has been identified by geophysical survey (Wessex Archaeology 2012). At its 
clearest it comprised a central band of anomalies and increased magnetic 
response with ditches to both the north and south. This was provisionally 
interpreted as a surviving agger with flanking roadside ditches. In total, some 
575m of the course of the Roman road have been identified.  

 
2.4.8 There is the potential for archaeological remains of Roman date to be present 

adjacent to the road. These may relate to a variety of functions including 
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settlement, funerary activity or sacred activity (shrines), military or administrative 
buildings. Investigations at Brisley Farm and at Westhawk Farm both recorded 
evidence of settlement and of funerary / sacred roadside activity. 

 
2.4.9 Fifty-one evaluation trenches targeted on geophysical anomalies in the north-

western part of the wider site revealed remains of a broad Roman date in four 
trenches (Wessex Archaeology 2011). These were mainly ditches, some of 
which can be conjectured across two or more trenches. A single, pit of this date 
was also found. Because of the amount of pottery recovered these ditches are 
likely to be settlement related; perhaps enclosing and/or for drainage. There is 
some, fairly low-key evidence for industrial activity, tap slag from iron smelting 
being found in one of the features.  

 
2.4.10 Nothing was found in the evaluation trenches immediately to the north of Mock 

Lane and in fact the evaluation to its south of is also fairly barren apart from the 
Trench 28/35/53 concentration. Archaeological activity may continue further to 
the south (i.e. to the south / south-west of Trenches 35 and 53) beyond the limit 
of the evaluated area. 

 
2.4.11 The conjectured alignment of the Roman road leading from Stubbs Cross lies, 

around 100-120m to the west of the small concentration of features found in 
these trenches. One of the ditches is potentially aligned at right angles to the 
course of the road, and may be part of a boundary leading at right angles from it.  
It is possible that this small concentration of Roman features is a small 
settlement set back from the main road axis.  

 
2.5 Saxon & Medieval 
 
2.5.1 Evidence for occupation of the surrounding landscape in the earlier Saxon period 

is sparse; a single silver early penny (‘sceat’) is recorded as a stray find from 
west of Singleton, to the immediate south-east of the site. Evidence for later 
Saxon activity is equally sparse; a number of possible ovens were identified 
across the landscape of the Brisley farm excavations and a C14 test on charcoal 
derived from one of these returned a date of 950±40BP (cal. AD 1010-1180). 
Whether all of these possible ovens were of Saxon origin is not known. 

 
2.5.2 Evidence for activity in the post-conquest period is more widespread in the 

surrounding landscape, several moated sites are situated within the environs of 
the site, for instance Moat Farm, to the immediate north, Singleton Manor to the 
east and the moat at Great (Old) Chilmington, to the south. The first reference to 
a settlement at Chilmington dates to 1226 when it is named as ‘Chelminton’, the 
name thought to derive from ‘Ceolhelm’s farmstead’.  

 
2.5.3 The Brisley Farm excavations identified two medieval farmsteads, the northern 

one of which was situated just east of Coleman’s Kitchen Wood, 1.4km east of 
the evaluation site. The northern farm was preceded by a phase of woodland 
clearance and the establishment of field enclosures from the late 12th to early 
13th century and, by the later 13th century, enclosed settlements were 
established in both areas. While the northern farm was abandoned by the mid-
14th century, occupation at the southern farmstead continued into the post-
medieval period. 
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2.6 Post medieval 
 
2.6.1 The post-medieval period saw the continuing expansion of Chilmington Green 

hamlet, illustrated by the construction of a number of farmstaeads in the 
surrounding area. The moated site at Old Chilmington and Twysden continued to 
act as the core settlement. At the end of the 17th century, Chilmington Green was 
owned by the Toke family of Godinton House and leased out (Lodge, 1927). 

 
2.6.2 Intensification of farming activity continued throughout the post-medieval period, 

leaving its mark upon the modern landscape. A large number of hedgerows 
predating the 19th century survive within the evaluation area and reflect post-
medieval land divisions and use. 

 
2.7 Project Aims and Objectives 
 
2.7.1 The broad aims of the evaluation, in keeping with previous similar projects, 

were to: 
 

 To assess the character, extent, preservation, significance, date and 

quality of any remains and deposits 

 To assess how they might be affected by the development of the site 

 To establish the extent to which previous groundworks and/or other 

processes have affected archaeological deposits at the site  

 To assess what options should be considered for mitigation 

 
2.7.2 The site-specific research aims of the evaluation were: 

 

 Does the Brisley Farm settlement extend in to the current development 
area and if so; 

 Is the nature of the archaeology domestic, agricultural or ritual / funerary? 

 Is there any evidence for Roman settlement/activity in the area north of 
Mock Lane? 

 
2.7.3 The project also sought to inform on the following areas of research from the 

South-Eastern Research Framework (SERF) and Stevenson (2013b): 
 

 The evolution of settlement in the later prehistoric period (SERF 

Research Agenda: Middle Bronze Age/Iron Age) 

 The transition to the late Iron Age (SERF Research Agenda: Middle 

Bronze Age/Iron Age) 

 The function and character of Late Bronze Age and Iron Age buildings 

(Stevenson, 2013b, 382)  

 The role of rural settlement in the Roman period (SERF Research 

Agenda: Roman period) 
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 Land re-organisation in the Roman period (Stevenson, 2013b, 382) 

 Iron Age religious and sacred use of the site (Stevenson, 2013b, 382)  

 Belief and ritual in the Roman period (SERF Research Agenda: Roman 

period) 

 Funerary practice in the Roman period (SERF Research Agenda: Roman 

period) 

 Communications - main road network (SERF Research Agenda: Roman 

period) 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 Fieldwork methodology 
 
3.1.1 The WSI (ASE 2016) provided for the excavation of a total 142 trenches (first 

phase: north-western area and Access D), each measuring 30m x 1.8m. 
 
3.1.2 This methodology was amended on site in two ways. Firstly, the number of 

trenches was reduced in areas where trenching showed that they were 
devoid of archaeology. Secondly, attempts to define the extents of 
archaeological activity, in those areas where trenching identified it, were 
made by altering the trench layout. In total 112 trenches were excavated 
(Figure 2 and 54). 

 
3.1.3 The trial trenches were excavated using a 360⁰ tracked excavator equipped 

with a toothless bucket and under constant supervision by ASE. The trenches 
were excavated through undifferentiated topsoil and subsoil in spits of no 
more than 0.10m with artefact recovery taking place every scrape until 
archaeological deposits were encountered or the top of the underlying natural 
sediments reached.   

 
3.1.4 All exposed archaeological deposits were cleaned and investigated by hand, 

and were recorded in plan and section. Standard ASE recording sheets were 
used. A photographic record of the evaluation was made. Features/deposits 
were excavated enough to characterise them. 

 
3.1.5 All trenches were completed to the satisfaction of CgMs Consulting and 

Wendy Rogers, Archaeological Advisor to KCC, and were backfilled using the 
excavated material in the approximate stratigraphic sequence in which it was 
excavated. The trenches were left level on completion. No other 
reinstatement or surface treatment was undertaken. 

 
3.1.5 All excavation and recording strategy was in accordance with the WSI (ibid) 

and with CIfA Standards and Guidance (CifA 2014a-c). 
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3.2  Archive  
 
3.2.1 The archive will be prepared according to the requirements of the recipient 

local museum. The contents of the archive are tabulated below (Table 1). 
 
Context sheets 634 

Section sheets 11 

Plans sheets 1 (Incorporated on section sheet) 

Colour photographs 0 

B&W photos 0 

Digital photos 679 

Context register 0 

Drawing register 7 

Watching brief forms 0 

Trench Record forms 112 

 
 Table 1: Quantification of site paper archive 
 
 
Bulk finds (quantity e.g. 1 bag, 1 box, 0.5 box 
0.5 of a box ) 

3 boxes 

Registered finds (number of) 3 

Flots and environmental remains from bulk 
samples  

11 

Palaeoenvironmental specialists sample 
samples (e.g. columns, prepared slides) 

0 

Waterlogged wood  0 

Wet sieved environmental remains from bulk 
samples 

11 

 
Table 2: Quantification of artefact and environmental samples 
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4.0 RESULTS 
 
4.1 Archaeologically Negative Trenches: Trenches 2, 8 - 9, 11, 13, 15 - 17, 19 

- 21, 24 – 26, 29 - 30, 35, 37 – 40, 42 – 45, 48 – 51, 55 – 57, 59 - 60, 62 – 74, 
76 - 77, 81 - 82, 84 - 85, 88, 90 - 91, 98, 101 & 111 – 113 (see Appendix 3) 

 
4.1.1 Across most of the site the surface of the geological substrate was overlain 

directly by topsoil, which measured between 0.10m and 0.47m in thickness, 
with an average thickness of 0.30 – 0.35m. Subsoil deposits, largely derived 
from the plough-disturbed geological substrate, were recorded in the 
southern, eastern and north-eastern parts of the site and measured between 
0.12 – 0.25m in thickness. The underlying geological substrate was clearly 
heavily impacted upon by modern agricultural activity, with plough-scars 
visible across most of the site. Modern land drains were observed in a large 
number of trenches, but their location was only recorded where they 
impacted upon archaeological deposits or features. 

 
4.2 Trench 1 
  

Context Type Interpretation 
Length 
m 

Width 
m Depth m 

1/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.32 

1/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.26 

1/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

1/004 Cut Possible pond >1 1.5 0.46 

1/005 Fill Upper fill of 1/004 >1 1.35 0.16 

1/006 Fill 
Intermediate fill of 
1/004 >1 1.36 0.17 

1/007 Cut Possible pond >1 2.7 0.64 

1/008 Fill Upper fill of 1/007 >1 1.35 0.26 

1/009 Fill 
Secondary fill of 
1/007 2.2 2.1 0.35 

1/010 Fill Basal fill of 1/007 >1 0.5 0.16 

1/011 Fill Tertiary fill of 1/004 >1 0.36 0.09 

1/012 Fill 
Secondary fill of 
1/004 >1 0.36 0.08 

1/013 Fill Primary fill of 1/004 >1 0.66 0.25 

1/014 Cut Ditch >1 >1.03 0.2 

1/015 Fill Primary fill of 1/014 >1 1.03 0.09 

1/016 Fill Upper fill of 1/014 >1 1.03 0.15 

1/017 Cut 
Ditch?, pond? 
hollow? >1 2.1 0.27 

1/018 Fill Fill of 1/017 >1 2.1 0.27 

 
Table 3:  Trench 1 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.2.1 Trench 1 was located in the south-western part of the site, in the field south of 

New Street Farm and east of Chilmington Green Road. This trench was 
north-east – south-west aligned and measured between 0.36m and 0.42m in 
depth (Figure 3).  
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4.2.2 The surface of the geological substrate [1/003] was encountered at between 

41.56m and 41.48m AOD and was impacted upon by a number of features. 
The earliest of these was a probably north to south aligned, shallow linear 
feature [1/014] with two distinct silt clay fills [1/015] and [1/016], both of which 
contained pottery sherds of mid-1st to early 2nd century date.  

 
4.2.3 This linear feature was apparently truncated, along its western edge, by what 

was either a single large, irregularly shaped hollow, or a group of adjoining 
features of similar date. Two interventions were excavated through this 
feature, each with very different profiles and dimensions; the north-eastern  
intervention revealed a broad, shallow cut [1/017] filled with gritty clay silt 
[1/018], while the south-western intervention revealed a stepped sided cut 
with a flat base [1/004]. The lower fill of [1/004] comprised firm clay silt 
[1/013], which was overlain by a series of fine silt deposits. The fills from both 
interventions produced a number of relatively fresh-looking pottery sherds 
and tile fragments of likely early 14th century date, while [1/004] also 
contained several residual sherds of Late Iron Age / early Roman pottery. Fill 
[1/018] of [1/017] and fill [1/006] of [1/004] also contained fragments of cattle 
and other animal bones, at least one of which displayed butcher marks. 

 
4.2.4 The north-east end of the trench was dominated by a large, possibly sub-

circular, cut [1/007] with two distinct fills. The lower fill comprised loose, wet, 
gritty silt [1/009], which contained a small group of later 13th to earlier 14th 
century pottery and later medieval or early post-medieval tile fragments, as 
well as a residual large Roman mortarium sherd. The upper fill comprised a 
layer of yellow sand and sandstone fragments, with patches of sticky blue-
grey alluvial clay [1/008], from which a large brick fragment of c.17th century 
or earlier date, as well as a small group of pottery sherds of late 13th or 14th 
century date, was recovered. 

 
4.2.5 These features were sealed by a layer of mixed, heavily plough-disturbed 

subsoil [1/002], which was itself impacted upon by a number of parallel north-
west-south-east aligned field drains.  

 
4.3 Trench 3 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

3/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.26 

3/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

3/003 Cut Hedge line? >3 0.89 0.17 

3/004 Fill Fill of 3/003 >3 0.89 0.17 

3/005 Cut 
Ditch, field 
boundary >3.14 2.9 0.73 

3/006 Fill 
Primary fill of 

3/005 >1 2.55 0.33 

3/007 Fill 
Secondary fill of 
3/005 >3.14 2.9 0.4 

 
Table 4:  Trench 3 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.3.1 Trench 3 was located north of Trench 1, was east-west aligned and 
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measured between 0.37m and 0.44m in depth (Figure 4). 
 
4.3.2 The surface of the geological substrate [3/002] was encountered at between 

42.53m and 42.98m AOD and was cut by two, parallel, north-east-south-west 
aligned linear features [3/005] and [3/003]. 

 
4.3.3 The westernmost feature [3/005] was a ditch with a broadly v-shaped profile. 

Its primary fill comprised firm silty clay [3/006], which produced a small pot 
group of late 13th, to early 14th century date. The secondary fill was 
composed of soft clay silt [3/007], which produced pottery of similar date to 
the underlying deposit, as well as a small amount of, likely medieval, tile 
fragments and one residual sherd of Late Iron Age/ early Roman pot. 

 
4.3.4 The eastern feature [3/003] was much smaller and was filled with a single 

deposit of clay silt [3/004], which was devoid of artefactual material. It is 
possible that the two parallel features may be contemporary, with the larger 
ditch representing a former field boundary and the smaller of the two marking 
a hedge line. 

 
4.4 Trench 4 

 
Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

4/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

4/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

4/003 Cut Posthole 0.21 0.21 0.07 

4/004 Fill Fill of 4/003 0.21 0.21 0.07 

4/005 Cut Posthole 0.22 0.15 0.06 

4/006 Fill Fill of 4/005 0.22 0.15 0.06 

4/007 Cut Posthole 0.23 0.15 0.09 

4/008 Fill Fill of 4/007 0.23 0.15 0.09 

4/009 Cut 

Geological 
feature? or 
ditch? 2.26 1.18 0.23 

4/010 Fill Fill of 4/009 2.26 1.18 0.23 

4/011 Cut Posthole 0.23 0.21 0.08 

4/012 Fill Fill of 4/011 0.23 0.21 0.08 

4/013 Cut Land drain? >3.8 0.13 0.18 

4/014 Fill Fill of 4/013 >3.8 0.13 0.18 

 
Table 5:  Trench 4 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.4.1 Trench 4 was located east of Trench 3, to the north of Mock Lane, was 

excavated along an east - west alignment and measured between 0.38m and 
0.50m in depth (Figure 5).  

 
4.4.2 The surface of the geological substrate [4/002] was encountered at between 

43.28m and 43.35m AOD and was cut by a number of features. One of these 
comprised a north-west-south-east aligned, somewhat irregular linear feature 
[4/009], which was filled with firm, fine clay [4/010], which was devoid of 
artefactual material. The western limit of this feature was difficult to define 
against the geological substrate.  

 
4.4.3 Four shallow, likely denuded, postholes were recorded to the west of [4/009]; 

three of these, [4/003], [4/005] and [4/007], were quite closely spaced and 
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appeared to form a north-east to south-west alignment, while the fourth 
[4/011] was located 2.70m west of the others. All four were filled with clay silt 
deposits, containing varying amounts of charcoal. 

 
4.4.4 A narrow, rectilinear feature [4/013], with vertical sides and a flat base, was 

located towards the western end of the trench and was filled with a single 
deposit of friable clay silt [4/014]. This feature was truncated by a modern 
ditch housing a plastic drain-pipe. 

 
4.4.5 None of the excavated features contained artefactual material, though it 

would seem fair to assume that the postholes are of pre-modern date and 
may relate to other posthole groups recorded nearby (see Trenches 7 and 12 
below). It also seems likely that the straight-sided rectilinear feature is late 
post-medieval/ modern in date and relates to field drainage and it is possible 
that [4/009] may have been geological in nature as opposed to having an 
anthropogenic origin. 

 
4.5 Trench 5 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

5/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.28 

5/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.13 

5/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

5/004 Cut Ditch >3.17 1.2 0.25 

5/005 Fill Fill, single >3.17 1.2 0.25 

 
Table 6:  Trench 5 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.5.1 Trench 5 was located directly north of Trench 3. This trench was aligned from 

north-south and measured between 0.30m and 0.36m in depth (Figure 6). 
 
4.5.2 The surface of the geological substrate [5/003] was encountered at 43m AOD 

and was cut at the northern end of the trench by a north-east to south-west 
aligned ditch [5/004], which extended beyond the limits of the trench. This 
ditch had steeply-sloping sides and a broad, very slightly concave base. It 
was filled by probably water-lain silt [5/005], which was devoid of significant 
visible inclusions or artefactual material. 

 
4.5.3 The ditch was sealed by a plough-disturbed subsoil layer [5/002]. 
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4.6 Trench 6 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

6/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.32 

6/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.1 

6/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

6/004 Cut 
Recut of 
6/008 >4 3.2 0.73 

6/005 Fill 
Primary fill of 
6/004 >2 1.33 0.44 

6/006 Fill 
Secondary fill 
of 6/004 >2 3.2 0.33 

6/007 Fill 
Upper fill of 
6/004 >2 2.08 0.22 

6/008 Cut Ditch >4 0.45 0.88 

6/009 Fill 
Primary fill of 
6/008 >2 0.45 0.2 

6/010 Fill 
Secondary fill 
of 6/008 >2 0.54 0.34 

6/011 Cut Ditch >3.23 2.13 0.56 

6/012 Fill Fill of 6/011 >3.23 2.13 0.56 

6/013 Cut Pit 0.79 0.29 0.13 

6/014 Fill Fill of 6/013 0.79 0.29 0.13 

6/015 Cut Gully >2.36 0.5 0.13 

6/016 Fill Fill of 6/015 >2.36 0.5 0.13 

 
Table 7:  Trench 6 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.6.1 Trench 6 was located directly north of Trench 4 and east of trench 5, was 

north-south aligned and measured between 0.40m and 0.50m in depth 
(Figure 7).  

 
4.6.2 The surface of the geological substrate [6/003] was encountered at between 

43.75m and 43.92m AOD and was cut by three linear features, all of which 
extended beyond the limits of the trench, and a small pit. The northernmost 
feature [6/015] was broadly east-west aligned and extended beyond the limits 
of the trench. It was filled with a single homogenous deposit of clay silt 
[6/016], which was devoid of artefactual material. 

 
4.6.3 The two remaining ditches [6/011] and [6/008]/ [6/004] were situated parallel 

to each other, along a north-east – south-west alignment at the southern end 
of the trench. The northernmost of these two ditches [6/011] was filled with a 
homogenous clay silt deposit [6/012], which was devoid of artefactual 
material. The southernmost ditch [6/008] contained two distinct silt deposits, 
[6/009] and [6/010], the earlier of which produced a single roof tile fragment of 
probable twentieth century date.  

 
4.6.4 Ditch [6/008] was recut by a shallower ditch [6/004], filled by three deposits. 

The primary fill consisted of loose clay silt [6/005] and was overlain by water-
lain silt clay [6/006], which produced a number of small abraded brick 
fragments as well as a tiny scrap of residual Roman pottery, while the upper 
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fill comprised crushed sandstone fragments with patches of alluvial clay 
[6/007]. This upper fill was similar in composition to the latest fill of the in-filled 
hollows [1/007] in Trench 1 (see 4.2, above) and [103/004]/ [103/007] in 
Trench 103 (see 4.46, below). 

 
4.6.5 Both ditches were broadly v-shaped in profile, albeit with narrow, flat bases; 

and both had pronounced flared edges along their south-eastern sides, 
perhaps indicative of former hedge lines. 

 
4.6.6 A small oblong pit [6/013] intercut with the south-eastern edge of ditch 

[6/011], although the stratigraphic relationship between both was unclear. 
The pit was filled with firm silt clay [6/012] and produced no dateable material. 

 
4.7 Trench 7 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

7/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

7/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

7/003 Cut Posthole 0.5 0.47 0.1 

7/004 Fill Fill of 7/003 0.5 0.47 0.1 

7/005 Cut Posthole 0.5 0.5 0.19 

7/006 Fill Fill of 7/005 0.5 0.5 0.19 

7/007 Cut Posthole 0.3 0.3 0.08 

7/008 Fill Fill of 7/007 0.3 0.3 0.08 

7/009 Cut Posthole 0.42 0.4 0.17 

7/010 Fill Fill of 7/009 0.42 0.4 0.17 

 
Table 8:  Trench 7 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.7.1 Trench 7 was located directly east of Trench 6. This trench was east-west 

aligned and measured between 0.40m and 0.45m in depth (Figure 8). 
 
4.7.2 The surface of the geological substrate [7/002] was encountered at between 

43.95m and 44m AOD and was cut by four postholes or small pits, [7/003], 
[7/005], [7/007] and [7/009]. These postholes were positioned in what 
appeared to be a broadly north-east-south-west alignment and all were filled 
with charcoal-rich clay silt deposits. A small amount of unidentified burnt bone 
was recovered from a bulk sample of the fill [7/010] from the largest of these 
cuts [7/009]. 
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4.8 Trench 10 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

10/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.38 

10/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

10/003 Cut Ditch terminus >1.02 0.55 0.24 

10/004 Fill Fill of 10/003 >1.02 0.55 0.24 

10/005 Cut Ditch >3 0.43 0.15 

10/006 Fill Fill of 10/005 >3 0.43 0.15 

10/007 Cut Pit 1.27 0.88 0.26 

10/008 Fill Fill of 10/007 1.27 0.88 0.26 

 
Table 9:  Trench 10 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.8.1 Trench 10 was located directly north of Trench 6. This trench was east-west 

aligned and measured between 0.35m and 0.38m in depth (Figure 9). 
 
4.8.2 The surface of the geological substrate [10/002] was encountered at between 

43.87m and 44.36 AOD. Three features were identified cutting this surface, 
towards the western end of the trench. 

 
4.8.3 The easternmost feature was an apparently sub-circular pit [10/007], which 

extended beyond the southern limit of the trench. It was filled with brown clay 
silt [10/008], from which a single potsherd of early Roman date was 
recovered.  

 
4.8.4 A north-east-south-west aligned gully [10/005] was located west of the pit, 

and extended beyond the northern southern trench limits. It was filled with a 
homogenous clay silt deposit [10/006], which produced no dateable material. 

 
4.8.5 The third feature [10/003], was located west of the gully, and comprised what 

appeared to be the terminus of a shallow ditch, which extended beyond the 
northern limit of the trench. Its fill [10/004] was compositionally similar to that 
of the gully, and it was also undated. 
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4.9 Trench 12 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

12/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

12/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.12 

12/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

12/004 Cut Pit 0.33 0.3 0.15 

12/005 Fill Fill of 12/004 0.33 0.3 0.15 

12/006 Cut Pit 0.64 0.52 0.18 

12/007 Fill Fill of 12/006 0.64 0.52 0.18 

12/008 Cut Pit/ posthole 0.29 0.21 0.06 

12/009 Fill Fill of 12/008 0.29 0.21 0.06 

12/010 Cut Pit 0.47 0.43 0.08 

12/011 Fill Fill of 12/011 0.47 0.43 0.08 

 
Table 10:  Trench 12 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.9.1 Trench 12 was located immediately north of Trench10, along a north-south 

alignment and measured between 0.35m and 0.44m in depth (Figure 10). 
 
4.9.2 The surface of the geological substrate [12/002] was encountered at between 

44.39m and 44.74m AOD and was cut, towards the northern end of the 
trench, by a number of small pits or denuded postholes [12/004], [12/006], 
[12/008] and [12/010]. These features measured between 0.29m and 0.64m 
in width and 0.08m to 0.18m in depth and were filled with silty clay deposits 
containing varying amounts of charcoal. A small amount of unidentified burnt 
bone was recovered from the fill [12/007] of pit [12/008]. 

 
4.9.3 These features were sealed by a heavily plough-impacted subsoil layer 

[12/002], which was itself cut by a modern, north-west-south-east aligned, 
land drain at the trench’s northern end.  

 
4.10 Trench 14 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

14/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.33 

14/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

14/003 Cut Posthole 0.46 0.45 0.13 

14/004 Fill Fill of 14/003 0.46 0.45 0.13 

14/005 Cut Posthole 0.26 0.22 0.14 

14/006 Fill Fill of 14/006 0.26 0.22 0.14 

14/007 Cut Posthole 0.26 0.22 0.11 

14/008 Fill Fill of 14/008 0.26 0.22 0.11 

14/009 Cut Posthole 0.31 0.3 0.11 

14/010 Fill Fill of 14/009 0.31 0.3 0.11 

 
Table 11:  Trench 14 list of recorded contexts 
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4.10.1 Trench 14 was located towards the south of the large field between Great 

Chart Bypass and Mock Lane This trench measured between 0.35m and 
0.43m in depth and was excavated along a north-south alignment (Figure 
11). 

 
4.10.2 The surface of the geological substrate [14/002] was encountered at 46m 

AOD and was cut by four postholes [14/003], [14/005], [14/007] and [14/009]. 
These postholes measured between 0.26m and 0.45m in width and between 
0.11m and 0.14m in surviving depth. All were filled with light grey clay silt 
deposits, none of which contained any artefactual material or significant non-
geologically-derived inclusions.   

 
4.11 Trench 18 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

18/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

18/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

18/003 Cut Ditch, possible >3 1.6 0 

18/004 Fill Fill, possible >3 1.6 0 

 
Table 12:  Trench 18 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.11.1 Trench 18 was located towards the eastern limit of the site, c.85m north-east 

of Trench 14, and measured between 0.32m and 0.35m in depth (Figure 12). 
 
4.11.2 The surface of the geological substrate [18/002] was encountered at 47.2m 

AOD. A possible ditch [18/003] was identified extending across the width of 
the trench, towards its southern end; this feature was not excavated as part 
of the current evaluation, but is likely a continuation of ditch [28/003], 
identified in Trench 28 to the immediate east. 
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4.12 Trench 22 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

22/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

22/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

22/003 Cut Ditch >3.37 0.7 0.13 

22/004 Fill Fill of 22/003 >3.37 0.7 0.13 

22/005 Cut Ditch 1 0.7 0.16 

22/006 Fill Fill of 22/005 1 0.7 0.16 

22/007 Cut Ditch/ Holloway >2.3 6.7 0.54 

22/008 Layer Subsoil 10.22 trench 0.16 

22/009 Fill Primary fill of 
22/007 

>2.3 1.62 0.24 

22/010 Fill Secondary fill of 
22/007 

>2.3 6.52 0.46 

22/011 Fill Tertiary fill of 
22/007 

>2.3 1.8 0.34 

22/012 Fill Upper fill of 
22/007 

>2.3 6.7 0.34 

 
Table 13:  Trench 22 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.12.1 Trench 22 was located towards the south-east limit of the site, in the field 

south of Mock Lane and east of Orchard House. It was positioned along a 
north-east-south-west alignment and measured between 0.36m and 0.50m in 
depth (Figure 13). 

 
4.12.2 The surface of the geological substrate [22/002] was achieved at between 

40.83m and 41.35m AOD and was overlain, towards the south-west end of 
the trench by a deposit of firm yellow/ brown silty clay [22/008], which 
measured 0.16m in maximum thickness and approximately 10m in north-east 
to south-west extent. 

 
4.12.3 The northern limit of this compact silty clay layer was abutted by an 

apparently east-west aligned cut feature [22/007], measuring 6.7m in width, 
with a broad, but comparatively shallow, profile. This was filled by a series of 
silty clay deposits, the earliest of which [22/009] produced a small group of 
early Roman potsherds as well as a residual retouched flint blade of broad 
Mesolithic / Early Neolithic date. The secondary fill [22/010] produced a larger 
group, containing a fairly large proportion of post-conquest fabrics, much of 
which was of likely post AD70 date. 

 
4.12.4 Two, apparently contemporary, adjoining gullies or shallow ditches were 

recorded at the north-eastern  end of the trench; cut [22/003] extended 
across the width of the trench in a slight arc and was abutted to the south by 
the north-south aligned cut [22/005]. Both cuts were filled with grey brown 
silty clay [22/004] and [22/006], which did not produce any dateable material. 
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4.13 Trench 23 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

23/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.24 

23/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.18 

23/003 Layer Subsoil 15 trench 0.1 

23/004 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

23/005 Cut Posthole 0.42 0.42 0.14 

23/006 Fill Fill, single 0.42 0.42 0.14 

 
Table 14:  Trench 23 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.13.1 Trench 23 was located 150m north of Trench 22, along a north-south 

alignment and measured between 0.45m and 0.50m in depth (Figure 14). 
 
4.13.2 The surface of the geological substrate [23/004] was encountered at between 

43.09m and 43.53m AOD and was cut by a single undated posthole or small 
pit [23/005], filled with dark brown silty clay [23/006].  

 
4.13.3 A grey brown silty clay deposit [23/003] was identified at the northern end of 

the trench, which measured 15m in north-south extent and 0.1m in thickness. 
This deposit, as well as the posthole [23/005], was sealed by a plough-
disturbed subsoil [23/002]. 

 
 
4.14 Trench 27 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

27/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

27/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.08 

27/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

27/004 Cut Pit 1.03 0.89 0.53 

27/005 Fill Primary fill of 
27/004 

0.7 0.49 0.15 

27/006 Fill Secondary fill of 
27/004 

0.86 0.8 0.21 

27/007 Fill Upper fill of 
27/004 

1.03 0.89 0.3 

27/008 Cut Pit 0.84 0.49 0.34 

27/009 Fill Fill of 27/008 0.84 0.49 0.34 

27/010 Cut Pit 0.71 0.65 0.31 

27/011 Fill Fill of 27/010 0.71 0.65 0.31 

 
Table 15:  Trench 27 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.14.1 Trench 27 was located 240m north of Trench 23, along the same alignment 

and measured between 0.35m and 0.40m in depth (Figure 15). 
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4.14.2 The surface of the geological substrate [27/003] was achieved at between 
47m and 47.5m AOD and was cut by three substantial sub-circular pits 
[27/010], [27/004] and [27/008]. Two of the pits [27/004] and [27/008], 
extended beyond the eastern limit of the trench, but measured between at 
least 0.89m to 1.03m in width. All three pits had steep sides and broad, 
slightly concave bases and survived to significant depths, despite the plough 
truncation evident across the site.  

 
4.14.3 The largest pit [27/004] contained three distinct fills; the primary fill comprised 

sticky grey silty clay, with moderate amounts of charcoal flecking [27/005], 
which was overlain by a layer of orange/ grey silty clay [27/006], which 
contained occasional amounts of charcoal and badly degraded animal bone 
fragments, and the upper fill was composed of dark grey clay silt, with 
moderate amounts of charcoal-flecking [27/007], which produced a small 
group of potsherds in a range of Late Bronze age fabrics, including a partial 
rim from a fine ware post Deverel-Rimbury (c.1150-800BC) bowl and another 
from a coarser jar/bowl. In addition, a small group of sherds of possible 
Middle Bronze Age date were recorded as being from [27/004], without any 
specific fill being assigned to them; however, given that they likely pre-date 
the sherds from [27/007] they should perhaps be assigned to the primary 
deposit [27/005]. 

 
4.14.4 Pit [27/008] contained a single fill [27/009], which was compositionally similar 

to the upper fill, [27/007], of pit [27/004]. This deposit also produced a small 
group of Late Bronze Age wares, including a hook-rim jar, suggesting that it 
also belongs in the plain ware phase of the post Deverel-Rimbury tradition. 

 
4.14.5 The smallest of the three pits [27/010] was filled with grey clay silt [27/011], 

lighter in colour than the upper fill of [27/004] and the single fill of [27/008]. 
This deposit contained a small group of fragmented potsherds in a sandy, 
flint-tempered fabric, comparable to material from the Middle/Late Iron Age 
phase at Brisley Farm; however, an earlier Iron Age date could be possible. 

 
4.14.7 A pit of similar form and date to this group of features was recorded in Trench 

93, c.140m to the south (see 4.38, below). 
 
4.14.6 These features were sealed by a plough-impacted sticky subsoil layer 

[27/002]. 
 
4.15 Trench 28 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

28/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

28/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

28/003 Cut Ditch >2.1 1.6 0.18 

28/004 Fill Fill, single >2.1 1.6 0.18 

 
Table 16:  Trench 28 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.15.1 Trench 28 was positioned 100m north of Trench 27 along the same 

alignment, and measured between 0.35m and 0.45m in depth (Figure 16). 
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4.15.2 The surface of the geological substrate [28/002] was achieved at between 
47.82m and 47.92m AOD and was cut by a single, east-west aligned ditch 
[28/003], which extended across the width of the trench. Its sole fill was 
composed of mottled grey/ tallow silt clay [28/004], which contained a single 
potsherd of 13th-mid-14th century date, as well as a single medieval or early 
post-medieval tile fragment.  

 
4.15.3 This ditch was likely the same as the unexcavated feature [18/003] identified 

in Trench 18 to the west. 
 
4.16 Trench 31 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

31/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

31/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

31/003 Cut Ditch >3.2 0.77 0.38 

31/004 Fill Fill of 31/003 >3.2 0.77 0.38 

31/005 Cut Burnt pit 0.62 0.62 0.06 

31/006 Fill Fill of 31/005 0.62 0.62 0.06 

31/007 Cut Pit 1.39 1.13 0.1 

31/008 Fill Fill of 31/007 1.39 1.13 0.1 

 
Table 17:  Trench 31 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.16.1 Trench 31 was located 77m north-west of trench 28t, was excavated along a 

north-south alignment and measured between 0.35m and 0.45m in depth 
(Figure 17). 

 
4.16.2 The surface of the geological substrate [31/002] was encountered at between 

46.97m and 47m AOD and was cut by three archaeological features [31/003], 
[31/005] and [31/007]. The first of these was an undated gully or ditch, which 
extended across the trench in a north-east-south-west direction. It had a 
pronounced v-shaped profile and was filled with water-lain clay silt [31/004].  

 
4.16.3 Cut [31/005] was located south of this ditch and comprised a shallow circular 

depression, which displayed evidence of in situ burning as represented by the 
reddened geological substrate at its base and sides. It was filled by a brown 
silt clay [31/006], which did not appear to relate to the primary use of this 
feature, as it did not contain any obviously heat-affected inclusions. 

 
4.16.4 Cut [31/007] was located towards the southern end of the trench and 

comprised a shallow, sub-circular pit filled with light grey clay silt [31/008], 
which contained no significant inclusions or artefactual material. Although this 
pit was similar in form, and located in close proximity to, pit [31/005], it did not 
display any evidence of in-situ burning. 
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4.17 Trench 32 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

32/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.31 

32/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

32/003 Cut Gully, ring? /curvilinear 
ditch 

3 0.66 0.18 

32/004 Fill Fill, single 3 0.66 0.18 

 
Table 18:  Trench 32 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.17.1 Trench 32 was located immediately east of Trench 31, was east-west aligned 

and measured between 0.31m and 0.35m in depth (Figure 18). 
 
4.17.2 The surface of the geological substrate [32/002] was encountered at between 

47.52m and 48.12m AOD and was cut by a single curvilinear feature 
[32/003], which was difficult to discern in plan against the geological 
substrate. This feature extended from the trench’s northern limit in a broad 
arc, towards the east, before apparently ending in a blunt terminus. The gully/ 
ditch had a broad profile, with steeply sloping sides that ran into a broad, 
concave base and was filled with a homogenous clay silt deposit [32/004], 
which contained occasional amounts of charcoal flecking and produced a 
single sherd of grog-tempered pot of Late iron age/ early Roman date, as well 
as a residual, possibly later Mesolithic, flint microlith. This feature likely 
comprised the terminus of a ring-gully or enclosure ditch. 

 
 
4.18 Trench 33 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

33/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

33/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

33/003 Cut Ditch >2.1 2.81 0.63 

33/004 Fill Secondary fill of 
33/003 

>2.1 1 0.33 

33/005 Fill Upper fill of 
33/003 

>2.1 2.81 0.33 

33/006 Cut Ditch >2.1 1.94 0.49 

33/007 Cut Gully >2.2 0.31 0.34 

33/008 Fill Primary fill of 
33/007 

>1 0.19 0.08 

33/009 Fill Secondary fill of 
33/007 

>2.2 0.29 0.26 

33/010 Cut Gully >10 0.38 0.42 

33/011 Fill Basal fill of 
33/010 

>10 0.24 0.06 

33/012 Fill Secondary fill of 
33/010 

>10 0.38 0.32 

33/013 Cut Gully >10 0.38 0.16 
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Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

33/014 Fill Basal fill of 
33/013 

>10 0.23 0.05 

33/015 Fill Secondary fill of 
33/013 

>10 0.38 0.1 

33/016 Cut Holloway? >4 5.2 0.3 

33/017 Fill Fill of 33/015 >4 5.2 0.3 

33/018 Cut Pit 1.8 >0.76 0.42 

33/019 Fill Fill of 33/018 1.8 >0.76 0.42 

33/020 Fill Basal silt fill of 
33/003 

>2.1 0.71 0.09 

33/021 Fill Basal slump fill of 
33/003 

>2.1 1.24 0.37 

33/022 Fill Basal fill of 
33/006 

>2.1 1.76 0.35 

33/023 Fill Secondary fill of 
33/006 

>2.1 1.15 0.23 

33/024 Fill Upper fill of 
33/006 

>2.1 1.94 0.29 

33/025 Fill Tertiary fill of 
33/003 

>2.1 1.42 0.4 

 
Table 19:  Trench 33 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.18.1 Trench 33 was located 42m east of trench 32, was east-west aligned and 

measured between 0.35m and 0.40m in depth (Figure 19). 
 
4.18.2 The surface of the geological substrate [33/002] was encountered at between 

49.25m and 50.44m AOD and was cut by a series of linear features.  
 
4.18.3 The earliest of these was a north-east-south-west aligned ditch [33/003], 

which was cut along its north-west side by an identically aligned ditch 
[33/006]. Both fills of the earlier ditch produced a small number of potsherds 
of late 12th to mid-13th century date, while the recut was devoid of artefactual 
material.  

 
4.18.4 A possible hollow-way  [33/016] was identified towards the eastern end of the 

trench, comprised of a broad, but shallow linear feature, filled with a 
homogenous silt clay deposit [33/017], which produced a large pot group of 
likely 13th century date, as well as tile fragments of probable contemporary 
date.  

 
4.18.5 A sub-circular pit [33/018] was tentatively recorded, cutting the hollow-way  

towards its centre point, however; the interface between these two features 
was diffuse and the single fill of the pit produced a pot assemblage of 
seemingly identical date to that from the fills of the hollow-way , casting doubt 
on the existence of this later feature. In addition to the pottery assemblage, a 
number of medieval nails and a small group of residual Late Iron age/ early 
Roman potsherds were recovered from this feature. 

 
4.18.6 Extending between the boundary ditch [33/003] and hollow-way  [33/016] was 

a steep-sided, narrow drainage gully [33/010]/ [33/013], which was abutted, 
along its northern edge, by a likely contemporary gully [33/007]. The fills of 
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both gullies consisted of a basal silt deposit, overlain by firmer silt clay, both 
of which produced pottery of 13th century date. The relationship with this gully 
and the larger linear features was not established on-site, however; the 
pottery assemblage suggests that the gullies were contemporary with the 
earlier boundary ditch and may slightly pre-date the in-filling of the hollow-
way.  

 
4.19 Trench 34 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

34/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.36 

34/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

34/003 Cut Ditch >3.3 0.82 0.32 

34/004 Fill Basal fill of 
34/003 

>3.3 0.66 0.22 

34/005 Fill Upper fill of 
34/003 

>3.3 0.82 0.21 

34/006 Cut Gully >2.35 0.52 0.21 

34/007 Fill Fill, single >2.35 0.52 0.21 

 
Table 20:  Trench 34 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.19.1 Trench 34 was located perpendicular to the western boundary of the site, 

90m north-west of Trench 31, was west/north-west-east/south-east aligned 
and measured between 0.27m and 0.36m in depth (Figure 20). 

 
4.19.2 The surface of the geological substrate [34/002] was encountered at between 

45.2m and 45.55m AOD and was cut by two linear features [34/003] and 
[34/006], which extended across the trench. The former was a north-west-
south-east aligned ditch, with a broad, bowl-shaped profile, filled by a basal 
silt layer [34/004], derived from the underlying geological substrate, and an 
upper pale grey deposit of water-lain silt [34/005]. No finds or anthropogenic 
inclusions were recorded from either fill. This ditch is probably the same 
feature recorded in Trench 87 as [87/003] (see 4.35, below). 

 
4.19.3 The second feature was a likewise undated ditch or gully [34/006], which had 

a similar profile to [34/003], but which was aligned along the opposite 
orientation. This ditch/ gully had a single homogenous silt clay fill [34/007].  

 
4.20 Trench 36 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

36/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

36/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

36/003 Cut Ditch, field boundary >2.9 2.41 0.52 

36/004 Fill Basal silt fill of 
36/003 

>2.9 1.95 0.08 

36/005 Fill Secondary fill of 
36/003 

>2.9 2.41 0.4 

36/006 Fill Upper fill of 36/003 >2.9 0.65 0.11 
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Table 21:  Trench 36 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.20.1 Trench 36 was located north-west of Trench 33, was east-west aligned and 

measured 0.30m in depth (Figure 21). 
 
4.20.2 The surface of the geological substrate [36/002] was encountered at between 

48.15m and 48.77m AOD and was cut, towards the eastern end of the trench 
by a north-west-south-east aligned ditch [36/003].  

 
4.20.3 This ditch had a broad profile, with a slight step on its north-east side, and 

filled with a series of silt deposits, the secondary of which [36/005] contained 
modern ceramic material and iron nails. 

 
4.21 Trench 41 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

41/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

41/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

41/003 Cut Gully >2.2 0.44 0.19 

41/004 Fill Fill of 41/003 >2.2 0.44 0.19 

41/005 Cut Ditch >3 3.4 - 

41/006 Fill Fill of 41/005 >3 3.4 - 

 
Table 22:  Trench 41 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.21.1 Trench 41 was located 63m north-west of Trench 22, was broadly north-south 

aligned and measured between 0.35m and 0.4m in depth (Figure 22). 
 
4.21.2 The surface of the geological substrate [41/002] was achieved at between 

46.72m and 46.8m AOD and was cut by two linear features; the larger and 
more northerly of which was a north-west-south-east aligned ditch [41/005], 
the fill of which was loosely compacted, poorly humified clay silt [41/006], 
which contained ferrous and ceramic material of clearly modern date. this 
feature was accordingly not excavated as part of the current evaluation. 

 
4.21.3 Situated immediately south of this boundary ditch was an undated, broadly 

east-west aligned gully [41/003], with a broad, shallow profile, which was 
filled with a silt clay deposit [41/004]. 

 
4.22 Trench 46 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

46/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

46/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

46/003 Layer Subsoil 8.93 2 0.12 

46/004 Cut Gully/ ditch 3 0.35 0.1 

46/005 Fill Fill, single 3 0.35 0.1 

 
Table 23:  Trench 46 list of recorded contexts 
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4.22.1 Trench 46 was located perpendicular to the western boundary of the site, 
21m north-west of Trench 41, was north-west-south-east aligned and 
measured between 0.3m and 0.48m in depth (Figure 23). 

 
4.22.2 The surface of the geological substrate [46/002] was achieved at between 

46m and 46.23m AOD and was cut, at the trench’s south-east end by an 
undated, broadly east-west aligned gully [46/004], filled with silt clay [46/005]. 
This gully was sealed by plough-disturbed subsoil [46/003], which was cut by 
a modern north-west-south-east aligned land drain. 

 
4.23 Trench 47 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

47/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.4 

47/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

47/003 Cut Ditch >3 1.22 0.45 

47/004 Fill Basal fill of 
47/003 

>3 1.04 0.15 

47/005 Fill Upper fill of 
47/003 

>3 1.22 0.33 

 
Table 24:  Trench 47 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.23.1 Trench 47 was located 30m north-east of Trench 46, was north-south aligned 

and measured between 0.32m and 0.4m in depth (Figure 24). 
 
4.23.2 The surface of the geological substrate [47/002] was achieved at between 

46m and 46.27m AOD and was cut, at the trench’s southern end by an 
undated, north-west-south-east aligned ditch [47/004], with a broad, bowl-
shaped profile, which was filled with a basal silt deposit [47/004] and a 
secondary deposit of friable clay silt [47/005].  

 
4.24 Trench 52 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

52/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

52/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.2 

52/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

52/004 Fill Fill of 52/005 >1.94 0.73 0.13 

52/005 Cut Ditch terminus >1.94 0.73 0.13 

 
Table 25:  Trench 52 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.24.1 Trench 52 was located at the base of the Greenstone ridge, was north-west-

south-east aligned and measured between 0.43m and 0.5m in depth (Figure 
25). 

 
4.24.2 The surface of the geological substrate [52/003] was achieved at between 

51.56m and 51.76m AOD and was cut, towards the trench’s north-western 
end by an undated, north-east-south-west aligned ditch terminus [52/005], 
with a broad, bowl-shaped profile, which was filled with light brown silt clay 
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[52/004].  
 
4.24.3 This feature was sealed by a leached-out pale grey brown subsoil deposit 

[52/002], which was likely colluvial in origin. 
 
 
4.25 Trench 53 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

53/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

53/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

53/003 Cut Ditch terminus >1.6 0.5 0.29 

53/004 Fill Fill of 53/003 >1.6 0.5 0.29 

53/005 Cut Ditch >2.2 1.46 0.2 

53/006 Fill Fill of 53/005 >2.2 1.46 0.2 

53/007 Cut Ditch >2.9 2.36 0.21 

53/008 Fill Fill of 53/007 >2.4 1.11 0.21 

53/009 Cut Ditch >2.65 2.36 0.13 

53/010 Fill Fill of 53/009 >2.65 0.5 0.13 

53/011 Cut Pit 1.6 1.24 0.17 

53/012 Fill Fill of 53/011 1.6 1.24 0.17 

 
Table 26:  Trench 53 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.25.1 Trench 53 was located perpendicular to the western boundary of the site, 

directly north of Trench 47, was east-west aligned and measured between 
0.3m and 0.36m in depth (Figure 26). 

 
4.25.2 The surface of the geological substrate [53/002] was achieved at between 

46.54m and 47m AOD and was cut by a number of features.  
 
4.25.3 Ditch [53/005] was located at the western end of the trench and was north-

east-south-west aligned, with a broad, shallow (presumably truncated), 
profile. It was filled with a homogenous deposit of firm silty clay [53/006], 
which contained one potsherd of late 12th – 13th century date, as well as a 
residual flint flake of broad Mesolithic / Early Neolithic date. 

 
4.25.4 Pit [53/011] was located east of ditch [53/005], was sub-circular in shape, had 

a broad, bowl-shaped profile and was filled with a firm silt clay [53/006], which 
contained no dateable artefacts or inclusions. 

 
4.25.5 This pit appeared to have been truncated on its south-east side by a second 

north-east-south-west aligned shallow ditch [53/007]/ [53/009], the fills of 
which produced a small pottery assemblage of likely 13th century date. 

 
4.25.6 A north-south aligned ditch terminus [53/003] was situated towards the 

eastern end of the trench. This ditch had a steep, ‘v’-shaped profile and was 
filled with a single deposit of firm silt clay [53/004], which produced a small 
pot group of likely 13th century date. 
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4.26 Trench 54 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

54/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

54/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

54/003 Cut Pit 1.16 1.1 0.25 

54/004 Fill Basal silt fill of 
54/003 

1.16 0.99 0.21 

54/005 Fill Upper fill of 54/003 1.16 1.1 0.17 

54/006 Cut Ditch >2.2 0.7 0.26 

54/007 Fill Basal fill of 54/006 >2.2 0.58 0.16 

54/008 Fill Secondary fill of 
54/006 

>2.2 0.7 0.22 

54/009 Cut Ditch terminus >1.99 0.75 0.2 

54/010 Fill Basal fill of 54/009 >1.99 0.75 0.11 

54/011 Cut Ditch terminus >2.15 0.91 0.18 

54/012 Fill Fill of 54/011 >2.15 0.91 0.18 

54/013 Fill Secondary fill of 
54/009 

>1.99 0.75 0.17 

54/014 Cut Ditch (terminus?) >1.95 0.69 0.24 

54/015 Fill Fill of 54/014 >1.95 0.69 0.24 

54/016 Cut Gully (terminus?) >2.2 0.51 0.25 

54/017 Fill Primary fill of 
54/016 

>2.2 0.36 0.14 

54/018 Fill Secondary fill of 
54/016 

>2.2 0.51 0.17 

Table 27:  Trench 54 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.26.1 Trench 54 was located directly east of Trench 53, was north-south aligned 

and measured between 0.25m and 0.36m in depth (Figure 27). 
 
4.26.2 The surface of the geological substrate [54/002] was achieved at between 

47.55m and 47.92m AOD and was cut by a number of features.  
 
4.26.3 A series of intercutting, north-east-south-west aligned, ditch termini, likely 

representing repeated re-cutting of a ditch, were identified at the southern 
end of the trench. The earliest of these [54/014] had a broad concave profile 
and was filled with a single deposit of silt clay [54/015]. This was cut, along its 
south-eastern edge, by a broader, shallower recut [54/011], again filled with a 
homogenous silt clay deposit [54/012], which produced a small pot group of 
probable Middle/ late Iron Age date. The final recut [54/016] had a narrower 
and steeper profile, compared to the earlier cuts, and was filled by two 
distinct silt clay [54/017] and water-lain silt [54/018] deposits.  

 
4.26.4 A fourth ditch terminus [54/009], was located 3.4m to the north of these 

intercutting termini, along the same orientation. This had a broad, shallow 
profile, and was likewise filled with two distinct silt clay deposits [54/010] and 
[54/013].  
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4.26.5 The ditch terminus [54/009] was truncated by a later, steep-sided, broadly 
east-west aligned ditch [54/006], filled with a basal silt clay deposit [54/007] 
and an upper fill of water-lain silt [54/008]. This upper fill produced a small pot 
group of likely contemporary date with that recovered from the fill of [54/011], 
to the south. 

 
4.26.6 The similarity of the profile and fills of this ditch and the final recut [54/016] of 

the southern termini group suggests that they may have been contemporary; 
similarly, the alignment and profile of the earlier ditch [554/006] suggests that 
it may have been associated with one of the earlier cuts within the southern 
group. Perhaps both intercutting ditch groups represent the termini of either 
side of a ditched routeway dating to the Middle to Late Iron Age.  

 
4.26.7 The final feature identified within this trench comprised an oval pit [54/003], 

with a broad, concave profile. Its basal fill was composed of firm silty clay 
[54/004], which produced a small pot group of likely 13th century date, while 
its upper silt fill [54/005] was devoid of finds. 

 
4.27 Trench 58 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

58/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.38 

58/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

58/003 Cut Ditch >2.1 0.65 0.4 

58/004 Fill Fill of 58/003 >2.1 0.65 0.4 

58/005 Cut Gully >2.1 0.64 0.19 

58/006 Fill Fill of 58/005 >2.1 0.64 0.19 

58/007 Cut Pit 0.97 0.61 0.11 

58/008 Fill Fill of 58/007 0.97 0.61 0.11 

 
Table 28:  Trench 58 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.27.1 Trench 58 was located 76m east of Trench 54, was north-west-south-east 

aligned and measured between 0.37m and 0.5m in depth (Figure 28). 
 
4.27.2 The surface of the geological substrate [58/002] was achieved at between 

46.6m and 49.67m AOD and was cut by a number of features.  
 
4.27.3 A ditch [58/003] with steeply-sloping sides and a narrow, concave base, 

extended across the mid-point of the trench along an east/north-east-
west/south-west orientation. This ditch was filled with a firm, likely water-lain, 
silt deposit [58/004], containing occasional amounts of charcoal flecking and 
a single, presumably residual, flint flake. 

 
4.27.4 The northern side of this ditch was truncated by a shallower gully [58/005], 

cut along the same alignment, and possibly an intentional reinstatement of 
the same linear feature. This later cut was filled by silt clay [58/006], which 
contained pottery of later post-medieval date.  

 
4.27.5 The final feature identified within the trench was a shallow, undated, oval pit 

[58/007], located at the trench’s north-western end.  
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4.28 Trench 61 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

61/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

61/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.18 

61/003 Cut Ditch >6.9 1.18 0.3 

61/004 Fill Fill of 61/003 >6.9 1.18 0.3 

61/005 Cut Ditch >2.2 1.91 0.49 

61/006 Fill Primary silt fill of 61/005 >2.2 1.45 0.38 

61/007 Fill Upper, colluvial, fill of 
61/005  

>2.2 1.91 0.34 

61/008 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

 
Table 29:  Trench 61 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.28.1 Trench 61 was located towards the north-east boundary of the site, on the 

downslope of the Greenstone ridge, was east/north-east-west/south-west 
aligned and measured between 0.5m and 0.52m in depth (Figure 29). 

 
4.28.2 The surface of the geological substrate [61/008] was achieved at between 

55.28m and 57.7m AOD and was cut by two intercutting linear features 
[61/003] and [61/005].  

 
4.28.3 The earlier of the two ditches [61/003], was broadly north-east-south-west 

aligned, although appeared to have possibly turned somewhat towards the 
south at the point where it extended beyond the south/south-east limit of the 
trench. This ditch had steep sides and a broad, flat base and was filled with 
silt clay of likely colluvial origin [61/004]. 

 
4.28.4 The later ditch [61/005] cut across [61/003] along a north-west-south-east 

alignment, and had a gently sloping north-east side, which ran into a narrow 
base, and a steeper, distinctly stepped south-west side, perhaps indicating a 
recut, although this was not evident in the ditch’s fill. The lower fill of this ditch 
was comprised of clay silt [61/006], which was overlain by an upper fill 
[61/007], of likely colluvial origin, which produced two tiny potsherds of 
probable Middle/ late Iron Age date.   

 
4.28.5 These features were sealed by a subsoil layer of colluvium [61/002], which 

became thicker towards the west/south-west downslope end of the trench. 
This colluvium was not fully stripped as part of the current evaluation and 
there is the potential for further features to be present within the west/south-
west end of the trench.   
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4.29 Trench 75 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

75/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

75/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

75/003 Cut Ditch >3 0.55 0.36 

75/004 Fill Fill of 75/003 >3 0.55 0.36 

75/005 Cut Ditch/ gully >2.22 0.6 0.1 

75/006 Fill Fill of 75/005 >2.22 0.6 0.1 

 
Table 30:  Trench 75 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.29.1 Trench 75 was located towards the western boundary of the site, 26m south-

west of Trench 34, was north-south aligned and measured between 0.3m and 
0.45m in depth (Figure 30). 

 
4.29.2 The surface of the geological substrate [75/002] was achieved at 45m AOD 

and was cut by two linear features [75/003] and [75/005]. The first of these 
was east/north-east-west/south-west aligned, with steeply sloping sides that 
broke abruptly to a narrow base and was filled with a homogenous silt clay 
deposit [75/004]. 

 
4.29.3 The second ditch [75/005] was north-west-south-east aligned, with a broad, 

shallow profile and was filled with a friable silt deposit [75/006]. Neither ditch 
produced any dateable material.  

 
 
4.30 Trench 78 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

78/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

78/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

78/003 Cut Ditch/ gully >2.2 1 0.14 

78/004 Fill Fill of 78/003 >2.2 1 0.14 

 
Table 31:  Trench 78 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.30.1 Trench 78 was located 13m west of Trench 41, was north-east-south-west 

aligned and measured between 0.34m and 0.4m in depth (Figure 31). 
 
4.30.2 The surface of the geological substrate [78/002] was achieved at between 

46.35m and 46.5mAOD and was cut, towards the south-western end of the 
trench by a north-west-south-east aligned ditch [78/003], which extended 
across the trench. 

 
4.30.3 This ditch had a broad shallow profile and was filled with a homogenous 

deposit of firm silt clay [78/004], which contained one tiny bodysherd of grog-
tempered ware, of Late Iron Age/ earlier Roman date.  

 



Archaeology South-East 

Eval: Chilmington Green Lane, Ashford, Kent 
ASE Report No: 2017017 

 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
32 

4.31 Trench 79 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

79/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

79/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

79/003 Cut Pit >0.74 1.55 0.27 

79/004 Fill Primary fill of 
79/003 

>0.74 1.55 0.27 

79/005 Fill Secondary fill of 
79/004 

>0.74 0.9 0.12 

79/006 Cut Ditch >2.3 0.99 0.21 

79/007 Fill Fill of 79/006 >2.3 0.99 0.21 

 
Table 32:  Trench 79 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.31.1 Trench 79 was located 20m west of Trench 47, was north-west-south-east 

aligned and measured between 0.24m and 0.34m in depth (Figure 32). 
 
4.31.2 The surface of the geological substrate [79/002] was achieved at between 

45.43m and 45.9mAOD and was cut by two features [79/003] and [79/006]. 
The first of these was a somewhat irregular shaped, steep-sided pit, with a 
broad, slightly concave base, which extended beyond the north-east trench 
limit. It was filled by two deposits; the earlier of which comprised firm clay silt 
[79/004], from which a single sherd of Middle/ late Iron Age pot, a possible 
Roman tile fragment and a residual flint flake of Mesolithic / Early Neolithic 
were recovered. The upper fill was composed of charcoal-rich silt, with 
patches of heat-affected clay [79/005], from which a tiny CBM fragment of 
medieval or early post-medieval date was recovered. 

 
4.31.3 A plough scar cut through the upper fill of this pit and it is possible, given the 

dating of the pot and tile from the underlying layer, that the medieval/ post-
medieval CBM fragment was introduced by plough activity and may be 
considered intrusive.   

 
4.31.4 The second feature comprised a north-east-south-west aligned ditch or gully 

[79/006], which extended across the trench. This feature had a gently sloping 
south-eastern side, which ran into a concave base and a somewhat stepped 
north-western side. It was filled with firm silt clay [79/007], from which a small 
pot group of Late Iron Age date, as well as a single residual flint flake of 
Mesolithic / Early Neolithic date, was recovered.  
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4.32 Trench 80 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

80/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

80/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

80/003 Cut Pit 0.82 0.77 0.12 

80/004 Fill Fill of 80/003 0.82 0.77 0.12 

80/005 Cut Ditch, field boundary/ 
drainage 

>3 1.06 0.22 

80/006 Fill Fill of 80/005- contained 
ceramic drainage pipe 

>3 1.06 0.22 

80/007 Cut Gully terminus >2.73 0.74 0.18 

80/008 Fill Fill of 80/007 >2.73 0.74 0.18 

 
Table 33:  Trench 80 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.32.1 Trench 80 was located 25m west of Trench 41, was north-south aligned and 

measured between 0.28m and 0.35m in depth (Figure 33). 
 
4.32.2 The surface of the geological substrate [80/002] was achieved at between 

46.75m and 47.25mAOD and was cut by three features [80/005], [80/003] 
and [80/007]. The first of these was a north-east-south-west aligned ditch, 
which extended across the northern end of the trench. This ditch was filled by 
a clay silt deposit [80/006], which produced a group of probably 13th century 
potsherds and late medieval or early post-medieval tile fragments, as well as 
two residual potsherds of Late Iron Age/ early Roman date. A ridged ceramic 
drainage pipe, of likely mid-20th century date was also present within this 
deposit; but given the likely medieval date of the majority of the pottery and 
tile fragments, it is likely that this pipe was inserted into a previously existing 
boundary ditch. 

 
4.32.3 A small sub-circular pit [80/003] was located to the south of this ditch. It was 

filled with a plastic silt clay [80/004], which was devoid of artefacts or 
dateable inclusions.  

 
4.32.3 The terminus of an undated north-east-south-west aligned gully [80/007] was 

identified at the southern end of the trench. It had steeply sloping sides that 
ran into a narrow pointed base and was filled with soft clay silt [80/008]. 
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4.33 Trench 83 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

83/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

83/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.12 

83/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

83/004 Cut Pit 0.66 0.46 0.13 

83/005 Fill Fill, single 0.66 0.46 0.13 

 
Table 34:  Trench 83 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.33.1 Trench 83 was located 15m south of Trench 54, was east-west aligned and 

measured between 0.35m and 0.45m in depth (Figure 34). 
 
4.33.2 The surface of the geological substrate [83/003] was achieved at between 

47.37m and 47.8m AOD and was cut by a single small undated pit [83/004]. 
This pit was oval in shape, north-east-south-west oriented, with steeply 
sloping sides and a concave, rounded base and was filled with charcoal-
flecked clay silt [83/005]. 

 
4.33.3 This pit was sealed by heavy, plough-disturbed subsoil [83/002], which was 

cut by a number of north-west-south-east aligned land drains.  
 
4.34 Trench 86 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

86/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.4 

86/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

86/003 Cut Ditch - unexcavated >3 1.2 0 

86/004 Fill Fill >3 1.2 0 

 
Table 35:  Trench 86 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.34.1 Trench 86 was located 15m south of Trench 75, was east-west aligned and 

measured between 0.35m and 0.4m in depth (Figure 35). 
 
4.34.2 The surface of the geological substrate [86/002] was achieved at between 

44.7m and 45m AOD and was cut by a single ditch [86/003], which was not 
excavated as part of the current evaluation.  

 
4.35 Trench 87 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

87/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.34 

87/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

87/003 Cut Ditch >3 0.57 0.19 

87/004 Fill Fill, single >3 0.57 0.19 

 
Table 36:  Trench 87 list of recorded contexts 



Archaeology South-East 

Eval: Chilmington Green Lane, Ashford, Kent 
ASE Report No: 2017017 

 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
35 

 
4.35.1 Trench 87 was located 21m south-east of Trench 34, was east-west aligned 

and measured 0.4m in depth (Figure 36). 
 
4.35.2 The surface of the geological substrate [87/002] was achieved at between 

45.3m and 45.65m AOD and was cut by a single, undated, north-west-south-
east aligned ditch [87/003], which filled with firm light grey silt clay [87/004] 
and extended across the eastern end of the trench.  

 
4.36 Trench 89 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

89/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

89/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

89/003 Cut Gully >3 0.57 0.18 

89/004 Fill Fill, single >3 0.57 0.18 

89/005 Cut Pit/ ditch 
terminus 

>1 0.7 0.16 

89/006 Fill Fill, single >1 0.7 0.16 

 
Table 37:  Trench 89 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.36.1 Trench 89 was located 30m south-east of Trench 41, was east-west aligned 

and measured between 0.35 and 0.5m in depth (Figure 37). 
 
4.36.2 The surface of the geological substrate [89/002] was achieved at between 

46.3m and 46.7m AOD and was cut by two features [89/005] and [89/003]. 
The first of these was a sub-circular pit, or ditch terminus, which was situated 
mid-length along the trench and extended beyond its northern limit. This pit 
had near-vertical sides and a broad, flat base and was filled by a 
homogenous deposit of pale grey water-lain silt clay [89/006]. 

 
4.36.3 The second feature was north-west-south-east aligned ditch, which extended 

across the eastern end of the trench. This ditch had a concave bowl-shaped 
profile, and was filled with friable silt [89/004]. Neither the ditch nor the pit 
produced any dateable material. 

 
4.37 Trench 92 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

92/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

92/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

92/003 Cut Ditch terminus >0.94 0.66 0.2 

92/004 Fill Fill of 92/003 >0.94 0.66 0.2 

92/005 Cut Pit 0.59 0.45 0.07 

92/006 Fill Fill of 92/005 0.59 0.45 0.07 

92/007 Cut Ditch/ ring gully (?) 
terminus 

>3 0.47 0.08 

92/008 Fill Fill of 92/007 >3 0.47 0.08 

92/009 Cut Ditch/ ring gully? >3 0.88 0.1 
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92/010 Fill Fill of 92/009 >3 0.88 0.1 

 
Table 38:  Trench 92 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.37.1 Trench 92 was located 40m east of Trench 33, was north-west-south-east 

aligned and measured between 0.33 and 0.4m in depth (Figure 38). 
 
4.37.2 The surface of the geological substrate [92/002] was achieved at between 

51.45m and 52.32m AOD and was cut by three features; [92/005], [92/003] 
and [92/007]/ [92/009], all of which were shallow and ephemeral, likely as a 
result of plough truncation. The first of these was a sub-circular pit, situated 
towards the middle of the trench. It was filled with a silt clay deposit 
containing occasional amounts of charcoal flecking and unstruck flint 
[92/006], from which two sherds of grog-tempered pot of Late Iron Age/ early 
Roman date were recovered. 

 
4.37.3 The second feature [92/003] was situated 3m north-west of the pit, and 

comprised a north-east-south-west aligned ditch terminus, which extended 
beyond the south-western limit of the trench. This ditch was filled with friable 
silt containing occasional amounts of charcoal flecking [92/004], which was 
devoid of artefactual material. 

 
4.37.4 The final feature was a curvilinear ditch [92/007]/ [92/009], situated towards 

the south-eastern end of the trench. This ditch appeared to extend from the 
south-western trench limit along a north-west-south-east alignment, before 
turning towards the east and ending in a rounded terminus. It was filled with a 
homogenous silt clay [92/008]/ [92/010], which produced no dateable 
material. 

 
4.38 Trench 93 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

93/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.35 

93/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.12 

93/003 Cut Pit 1.74 0.77 0.65 

93/004 Fill Primary fill of 
93/003 

1.52 0.74 0.55 

93/005 Fill Secondary fill of 
93/003 

1.38 0.77 0.15 

93/006 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

 
Table 39:  Trench 93 list of recorded contexts 

 
4.38.1 Trench 93 was located 22m south-east of Trench 31, was north-south aligned 

and measured between 0.4 and 0.5m in depth (Figure 39). 
 
4.38.2 The surface of the geological substrate [93/006] was achieved at between 

47.46m and 47.64m AOD and was cut by a single pit [93/003], situated mid-
trench, which extended beyond the western trench limit. 

 
4.38.3 This pit was likely circular in shape, with near vertical sides, which ran into a 

broad concave base, and, despite the plough-truncation evident across the 
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site; it was quite substantial, surviving as it did to a depth of 0.65m from the 
substrate surface. The primary fill of the pit comprised fine blue grey silt with 
orange mottling [93/004], which contained occasional amounts of charcoal 
flecking and produced a small/ moderate group of potsherds of probable Late 
Bronze Age/ earliest Iron Age date. This was overlain by light brown silt clay 
[93/005], which was similar in composition to the overlying subsoil layer 
[93/002]. 

 
4.38.4 This pit was likely associated with a number of pits, of similar form and 

apparent date, recorded in Trench 27, c.140m to the north (see sub heading 
4.14, above). 

 
4.38.5 The overlying subsoil layer [93/002] was cut by a number of land drains of 

modern date and produced a residual find of a multiplatform flake core made 
on a polished axe of Neolithic date. The axe appears to have been unfinished 
and was probably reused as a core during the same Neolithic period.  

 
4.39 Trench 94 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

94/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 33 

94/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

94/003 Cut Ditch >1 0.4 0.19 

94/004 Fill Primary fill of 
94/003 

>1 0.6 0.1 

94/005 Fill Secondary fill 
of 94/003 

>1 0.31 0.12 

94/006 Cut Ditch >10 0.8 0.25 

94/007 Fill Primary fill of 
94/006 

>1 0.7 0.08 

94/008 Fill Secondary fill 
of 94/006 

>1 0.9 0.18 

94/009 Cut Ditch >10 0.96 0.46 

94/010 Fill Primary fill of 
94/009 

>1 0.2 0.09 

94/011 Fill Secondary fill 
of 94/009 

>1 0.95 0.14 

 
 Table 40:  Trench 94 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.39.1 Trench 94 was located between Trenches 27 and 28 at the eastern 

boundary of the evaluation area, was north-south aligned and measured 
between 0.27 and 0.33m in depth (Figure 40). 

 
4.39.2 The surface of the geological substrate [94/002] was achieved at between 

47.57m and 47.9m AOD and was cut by a north-west-south-east aligned 
field boundary ditch, with a series of recuts, which extended beyond the 
trench limits. 

 
4.39.3 The earliest ditch [94/003] was heavily truncated by the subsequent recuts, 

and its surviving fills consisted of two distinct clay silt deposits, [94/004] and 
[94/005], neither of which contained any artefacts or dateable inclusions. 

 
4.39.4 This primary ditch cut was truncated on its north-east side by a recut with a 
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broad, bowl-shaped profile [94/006]. This ditch was filled with a basal silting 
layer [94/007] and secondary clay silt deposit [94/008], which contained 
occasional amounts of charcoal flecking and a group of large mammal long 
bone fragments that exhibited signs of butchery; and possible marrow 
extraction.  

 
4.39.5 The south-western side of the earlier ditch was truncated by a steep-sided 

recut [94/009] with an ‘ankle-breaker’ channel at its base. This ditch 
contained three fills; a basal silt fill with occasional amounts of charcoal 
flecking [94/010], a secondary silt clay deposit [94/011] and an upper in-fill 
layer of friable charcoal-stained clay silt [94/012], which contained 
undiagnostic fired-clay fragments and a medieval or early post-medieval 
iron U-shaped staple. 

 
4.40 Trench 95 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

95/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.34 

95/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

95/003 Cut Ditch terminus >1.45 1.1 0.39 

95/004 Fill Primary fill of 
95/003 

>0.75 0.46 0.09 

95/005 Fill Secondary fill 
of 95/003 

>0.78 0.68 0.32 

95/006 Fill Upper fill of 
95/003 

>1.45 0.57 0.15 

 
 Table 41:  Trench 95 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.40.1 Trench 95 was located directly south of Trench 27 at the eastern boundary 

of the evaluation area, was broadly north-south aligned and measured 
between 0.26 and 0.34m in depth (Figure 41). 

 
4.40.2 The surface of the geological substrate [95/002] was achieved at between 

45.83m and 46.41m AOD and was cut, towards the northern end of the 
trench, by an east-west aligned ditch terminus [95/003], which extended 
beyond the eastern trench limit. 

 
4.40.3 The terminus had a V-shaped profile and a rounded terminal end and was 

filled with three, silt clay deposits [95/004], [95/005] and [95/006], the latter 
two of which were probably water-lain. None of these fills contained any 
significant inclusions or dateable material. 
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4.41 Trench 96 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

96/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.47 

96/002 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

96/003 Cut Ditch >5 1.68 0.53 

96/004 Fill Primary fill of 96/003 >5 1.24 0.15 

96/005 Fill Secondary fill of 
96/003 

>5 1.06 0.1 

96/006 Fill Upper fill of 96/003 >5 1.68 0.25 

96/007 Cut Ditch >2.5 1.41 0.45 

96/008 Fill Primary fill of 96/007 >2.5 1.4 0.22 

96/009 Cut Pit - not fully 
excavated 

>1.35 1.33 0.4 

96/010 Fill Fill of 96/009 >1.35 0.9 0.16 

96/011 Cut Pit >1.5 1.4 0.48 

96/012 Fill Fill of 96/011 >1.5 1.05 0.15 

96/013 Cut Pit >1.7 1.34 0.49 

96/014 Fill Primary fill of 96/013 >1.5 0.47 0.4 

96/015 Fill Secondary fill of 
96/013 

>1.5 1.1 0.49 

96/016 Fill Secondary fill of 
96/007 

>1.36 0.85 0.2 

96/017 Fill Upper fill of 96/009 >1.5 1.1 0.33 

96/018 Fill Upper fill of 96/011 >1.5 1.4 0.34 

 
 Table 42:  Trench 96 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.41.1 Trench 96 was located 79m south-west of Trench 96 at the eastern 

boundary of the evaluation area, was north-east-south-west aligned and 
measured between 0.32 and 0.47m in depth (Figure 42). 

 
4.41.2 The surface of the geological substrate [96/002] was achieved at between 

43.97m and 44.17m AOD and was cut by a number of features. 
 
4.41.3 The earliest features, based on artefactual evidence, comprised an 

intercutting group of pits and a ditch, located at the north-eastern  end of the 
trench. Cut [96/007] was a north-west-south-east aligned ditch, with steep 
sides and a flat base, which displayed evidence of in situ burning. It was 
filled with two silt clay deposits [96/008] and [96/016].  

 
4.41.4 This ditch was cut on its north-eastern  side by a large pit [96/009], which 

was not fully excavated as part of the current phase of evaluation but 
contained at least two fills [96/010] and [96/017], the earlier of which 
contained potsherds of Middle / Late iron Age date. Pit [96/009] was itself 
truncated on its north-east side by a later pit [96/011] (see below). 

 
4.41.5 A large pit [96/013] was located to the north of [96/009], although their 

stratigraphic relationship was obscured by pit [96/011], which truncated both 
features. The surviving sides of [96/013] were near vertical, while its base 
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was pitted and uneven, with evidence of in situ burning, similar to [96/007]. 
It was filled by two silt clay deposits [96/014] and [96/015], the latter of 
which contained small amounts of charcoal flecking. 

 
4.41.6 The final feature in this intercutting group was a large pit [96/011], with a 

broad, bowl-shaped profile, which was filled with two deposits [96/012] and 
[96/018]. The basal fill [96/012] produced one potsherd of mid-13th to mid-
14th century date, while the upper fill [96/018] contained a large amount of 
large mammal bone fragments. The surviving bone fragments were highly 
friable and fragmented making it difficult to determine whether these 
remains were from a buried individual or disarticulated deposits.  

 
4.41.7 A north-east-south-west aligned ditch [96/003] was identified extending 

across the south-western end of the trench. This ditch had a broad, bowl-
shaped profile and was filled with three distinct silt clay deposits [96/004], 
[96/005] and [96/006], the second of which produced a small assemblage of 
pottery of probable 1st century date. 

 
4.42 Trench 97 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

97/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

97/002 Layer Occupation 
layer? 

13.97 trench 0.08 

97/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

97/004 Cut Ditch terminus >0.96 1.12 0.33 

97/005 Fill Primary fill of 
97/004 

>0.96 1.12 0.14 

97/006 Fill Secondary fill of 
97/004 

>0.96 1.12 0.19 

97/007 Cut Ditch >2.17 1.62 0.34 

97/008 Fill Primary fill of 
97/007 

>2.17 1.62 0.34 

97/009 Fill Secondary fill of 
97/007 

>2.17 1.37 0.2 

97/010 Cut Pit 0.3 0.84 0.23 

97/011 Fill Primary fill of 
97/010 

0.3 0.64 0.23 

97/012 Fill Secondary fill of 
97/010 

0.3 0.73 0.19 

97/013 Cut Ditch >3 1.23 0.44 

97/014 Fill Fill of 97/013 >3 1.23 0.44 

 
 Table 43:  Trench 97 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.42.1 Trench 97 was located between Trenches 22 and 23, at the eastern 

boundary of the evaluation area, was north-south aligned and measured 
between 0.35 and 0.38m in depth (Figure 43). 

 
4.42.2 The surface of the geological substrate [97/003] was achieved at between 

41.7m and 41.87m AOD and was cut by a number of features. 
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4.42.3 A north-west-south-east aligned ditch [97/013] was recorded extending 
across the southern end of the trench. This ditch was steep-sided with a 
broad flat base and was filled with a single silt clay deposit [97/014]. 

 
4.42.4 This ditch was sealed by an apparently undisturbed occupation layer of 

orange brown silt clay [97/002], which extended along the southern half of 
the trench. This layer contained a large assemblage of pottery of typically 
late 1st-early 2nd century date, although it also contained a single sherd of 
samian, probably produced after AD120.  

 
4.42.5 A second ditch [97/007] extended across the opposite end of the trench, 

along a north-east-south-west alignment. This was filled by two deposits 
[97/008] and [97/009], the second of which contained five tegula fragments 
as well as a large number of potsherds of late 1st/early 2nd century date, 
but with a few sherds produced after AD120 also present. 

 
4.42.6 The north-western edge of this ditch was truncated by an east-west aligned 

ditch terminus [97/004], which extended beyond the eastern trench limit. It 
was filled by two firm, silt clay deposits, [97/005] and [97/006], both of which 
also produced pottery of 1st to 2nd century date. 

 
4.42.7 The south-eastern edge of ditch [97/007] was also truncated by an undated, 

likely sub-circular, pit [97/010], which extended beyond the eastern trench 
limit. This pit had steeply sloping sides and a concave base and was filled 
by two distinct deposits [97/011] and [97/012], both likely deposited through 
natural silting processes. 

 
4.43 Trench 99 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

99/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.15 

99/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.22 

99/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

99/004 Cut Hearth >0.6 0.5 0.2 

99/005 Fill Secondary fill 
of 99/004 

>0.6 0.5 0.16 

99/006 Void     

99/007 Cut Ditch terminus >2 1.36 0.14 

99/008 Fill Fill of 99/007 >2 1.36 0.14 

99/009 Void     

99/010 Void     

99/011 Fill Primary fill of 
99/004 

0.56 0.49 0.06 

99/012 Cut Ditch >3 1.15 0.2 

99/013 Fill Fill of 99/012 >3 1.15 0.2 

99/014 Cut Ditch >3 1.38 0.35 

99/015 Fill Fill of 99/014 >3 1.38 0.35 

 
 Table 44:  Trench 99 list of recorded contexts 
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4.43.1 Trench 99 was located 7m north-west of Trench 1, in the south-western part 
of the evaluation area, was north-west-south-east aligned and measured 
between 0.31 and 0.37m in depth (Figure 44). 

 
4.43.2 The surface of the geological substrate [99/003] was achieved at between 

41.97m and 42.16m AOD and was cut by a number of features. 
 
4.43.3 A west-south-east aligned curvilinear ditch [99/012] was identified, 

extending across the south-eastern end of the trench. This ditch was filled 
by a homogenous deposit of firm silt clay [99/013], from which a moderate 
to large pot group, of earliest Roman date, was recovered. This ditch may 
have been a continuation of ditch [1/014] to the south, and possibly the later 
ditch [100/004] in Trench 100, suggesting the presence of an enclosed 
settlement in this part of the site. 

 
4.43.4 A steep-sided burnt pit [99/004], likely a hearth, was located to the north of 

this ditch, extending beyond the north-east trench limit. The base and sides 
of the cut were fire-reddened to a thickness of over 0.06m indicative of in 
situ burning and the fragmented remains of a grog-tempered vessel of latest 
Iron Age/ earliest Roman date sat upon its surface. The primary hearth fill 
consisted of charcoal-rich silt [99/011], which contained further sherds of 
Late Iron Age/ early Roman date, while the secondary fill was composed of 
firm silt clay with occasional patches of charcoal and burnt clay [99/004], 
and likely represents post-use in-filling of the hearth. 

 
4.43.5 A second ditch [99/014], this one north-east-south-west aligned, extended 

across the mid-point of the trench. The fill of this feature comprised firm, 
sticky clay [99/015], which was difficult to distinguish from the underlying 
geological substrate, but which did contain several badly fragmented 
potsherds of likely prehistoric date.  

 
4.43.6 What was either a broad, shallow ditch terminus, or an elongated pit 

[99/007] was identified extending from the south-west trench limit, towards 
the north-western end of the trench. This feature had one fill, comprised of 
fine clay silt with occasional amounts of charcoal flecking [99/008], from 
which a moderately sized pottery assemblage of mid-13th to mid-14th 
century date was recovered. 

 
4.43.7 These features were sealed by a plough-disturbed subsoil layer [99/002]. 
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4.44 Trench 100 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

100/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.28 

100/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.14 

100/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

100/004 Cut Ditch >4 0.68 0.15 

100/005 Fill Fill of 100/004 >4 0.68 0.15 

100/006 Cut Pit 2.1 1.14 0.17 

100/007 Fill Primary fill of 
100/006 

0.48 0.41 0.07 

100/008 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/006 

1.36 0.7 0.15 

100/009 Cut Pit? Ditch 
terminus? 

0.64 0.62 0.24 

100/010 Fill Primary fill of 
100/009 

0.62 0.47 0.06 

100/011 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/009 

0.64 0.62 0.14 

100/012 Cut Pit/ scoop 5 2.46 0.33 

100/013 Fill Primary fill of 
100/012 

5 2.46 0.16 

100/014 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/014 

5 2.46 0.18 

100/015 Cut Ditch >2 0.7 0.18 

100/016 Fill Fill of 100/015 >2 0.7 0.18 

100/017 Cut Ditch >1.18 1.15 0.24 

100/018 Fill Primary fill of 
100/017 

>1.18 0.93 0.05 

100/019 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/018 

>1.18 0.96 0.13 

100/020 Fill Upper fill of 
100/018 

>1.18 1.06 0.09 

100/021 Cut Pit 0.32 0.12 0.07 

100/022 Fill Fill of 100/021 0.32 0.12 0.07 

100/023 Cut Pit 0.53 0.42 0.31 

100/024 Fill Fill of 100/023 0.53 0.42 0.31 

100/025 Fill Primary fill of 
100/036 

1 2.15 0.1 

100/026 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/036 

1 2.15 0.1 

100/027 Cut Ditch >1 0.55 0.46 

100/028 Fill Primary fill of 
100/027 

>1 0.55 0.32 

100/029 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/027 

>1 0.55 0.14 

100/030 Cut Posthole/ pit 0.51 0.35 0.16 

100/031 Fill Fill of 100/030 0.51 0.35 0.16 

100/032 Cut Ditch >1 1.1 0.48 

100/033 Fill Primary fill of 
100/032 

>1 1.1 0.23 
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Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

100/034 Fill Secondary fill 
of 100/032 

>1 1.1 0.2 

100/035 Fill Upper fill of 
100/032 

>1 1.1 0.08 

100/036 Cut Scoop/ pit 1 2.15 0.22 

 
 Table 45:  Trench 100 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.44.1 Trench 100 was located 15m south-east of Trench 1, in the south-western 

part of the evaluation area, was north-east-south-west aligned and 
measured between 0.32 and 0.42m in depth (Figure 45). 

 
4.44.2 The surface of the geological substrate [99/003] was achieved at between 

41.86m and 41.99m AOD and was cut by a series of intercutting features. 
 
4.44.3 The earliest of these was a hollow [100/036], the overall form and extent of 

which was difficult to establish due to extensive truncation by later features. 
Its primary fill was composed of friable silt clay with occasional amounts of 
sandstone [100/025], which contained a small assemblage of potsherds 
including types of typically Middle/ late Iron Age fabric alongside Late Iron 
Age/early Roman grog-tempered wares. This was overlain by a deposit of 
firm silt clay [100/026], which contained several tiny pot fragments of likely 
1st century date.  

 
4.44.4 The sequence of activity post-dating the in-filling of this hollow consisted of 

the excavation of a series of pits and ditches within a comparatively short 
space of time, and the precise stratigraphic sequence is unclear. However; 
the hollow was clearly truncated by a broadly north-south aligned ditch 
[100/017]/ [100/027]/ [100/032], which could be traced for at least 18m. this 
ditch was filled along its visible length by a series of between two to three 
silt clay deposits which produced an assemblage of potsherds of Late Iron 
Age/ early Roman date.  

 
4.44.5 A cut feature [100/009] with steeply sloping sides, located towards the 

north-eastern  end of the trench, may have been the northern terminus of 
this ditch. This feature was truncated on its eastern side by pit [100/006] 
(see 4.44.10, below) and on its southern side by a modern land drain. It was 
filled by two silt clay deposits [100/010] and [100/011], the earlier of which 
contained six bodysherds from one vessel of Late Iron Age/ early Roman 
date. 

 
4.44.6 The hollow [100/036] was also cut by a small pit or posthole [100/030], 

which was situated west of the ditch. Its sole fill [100/031] contained a single 
grog-tempered bodysherd of early 1st to 2nd century date. A second possible 
posthole [100/021], which was truncated by a later pit hollow [100/012] (see 
4.44.7, below), was also located west of the ditch, c.2m north of [100/030]. 

 
4.44.7 The north-south ditch [100/017]/ [100/027]/ [100/032] and the earlier hollow 

[100/036] were truncated, towards the north-eastern  end of the trench, by a 
second pit hollow [100/012]. Again, due to truncation by later features, 
including a modern land drain, the overall form and extent of this hollow was 
difficult to discern, however it was filled by two silt clay deposits [100/013] 
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and [100/014], both of which produced sherds of early Roman, likely post-
conquest, date. 

 
4.44.8 This later hollow was itself cut by at least two features; a pit [100/023] and 

the terminus of a ditch [100/015]/ [100/004]. The first of these was 
apparently sub circular in shape, with steeply sloping sides and a flat base, 
which extended beyond the north-west trench limit. This pit was filled by a 
homogenous deposit of soft, sticky silt [100/024], containing occasional 
amounts of charcoal flecking and a small pot group of likely 1st century date. 

 
4.44.9 Ditch [100/015]/ [100/004] was a north-east-south-west aligned ditch, with a 

rounded bowl-shaped profile, which was filled with dark, charcoal-stained, 
silt clay [100/016]/ [100/005] containing pottery of likely later 1st century 
date. This ditch extended to the north-eastern  trench limit from its rounded 
terminus for a length of 7.6m. 

 
4.44.10 This ditch was truncated along its length by a broad, possibly oval, pit 

[100/006], filled by two distinct charcoal-stained deposits [100/007] and 
[100/008], the second of which produced a small pot group of likely 1st 
century date, as well as a number of large tegula fragments, the presence 
of large which suggest a post-conquest date. 

 
4.44.11 These features were overlain by subsoil layer of mixed sticky clay and 

lighter silts [100/002], derived from plough-disturbance of the geological 
substrate and archaeological horizon. This subsoil layer and the underlying 
archaeological deposits were cut by a north-west-south-east aligned 
modern land drain. 

 
4.45 Trench 102 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

102/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.1 

102/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.3 

102/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

102/004 Fill Fill of 102/005 2.2 1.8 0.25 

102/005 Cut Ditch 2.2 1.8 0.25 

 
 Table 46:  Trench 102 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.45.1 Trench 102 was located south of Trench 100, was broadly east-west 

aligned and measured between 0.3 and 0.5m in depth (Figure 46). 
 
4.45.2 The surface of the geological substrate [102/003] was achieved at between 

413m and 41.9m AOD and was cut, at the western end of the trench, by a 
shallow ditch [102/005]. 

 
4.45.3 This ditch extended across the trench along a north-west-south-east 

alignment and ran parallel to Chilmington Green Road. The ditch had a 
broad, shallow profile, with a slight step evident on its north-eastern  side. 
Its sole fill consisted of firm silt clay [102/004], which contained one 
potsherd of 14th-15th century date, alongside other finds of pottery, clay pipe, 
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slate tile and CBM fragments of late 17th- early 18th century date. 
 
4.45.4 this ditch was sealed by a plough-soil layer [100/002], similar to that 

recorded in Trench 100, which was cut by north-west-south-east aligned 
modern land drain. 

 
4.46 Trench 103 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

103/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.13 

103/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.4 

103/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

103/004 Cut Pond? >2.9 >2.18  

103/005 Fill Primary fill of 
103/004 

>2.9 >1.7 0.2 

103/006 Fill Secondary fill 
of 103/004 

>1.3 >2.1 0.07 

103/007 Cut Pond? >2.1 >2.1 0.36 

103/008 Fill Secondary fill 
of 103/007 

>2.1 >2.1 0.2 

103/009 Fill Primary fill of 
103/007 

>2.1 >2.1 0.15 

 
 Table 47:  Trench 103 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.46.1 Trench 103 was located 16m west of Trench 1, in the south-western part of 

the evaluation area, was east-west aligned and measured between 0.35 
and 0.5m in depth (Figure 47). 

 
4.46.2 The surface of the geological substrate [99/003] was achieved at between 

41.63m and 41.72m AOD and was cut by a single large hollow [103/004]/ 
[103/007], likely an in-filled pond. 

 
4.46.3 This hollow measured approximately 21m in overall east-west extent and 

extended beyond the north and south trench limits. An intervention through 
the western end of the hollow revealed gently sloping sides, which ran into a 
flat base, while a sondage through its mid-point revealed that it was shallow, 
with a maximum depth of 0.36m. It was filled by two deposits; the lower of 
which comprised soft grey water-lain silt [103/005]/ [103/009], while the 
upper comprised an in-fill layer of mixed crushed sandstone and heavy 
alluvial clay [103/006]/ [103/008], similar to the pond in-fill layer [1/007] in 
Trench 1. The basal silt deposit contained pottery, nails, clay pipe and tile 
fragments of likely later 17th century date, while a shard of window glass 
found at the interface between this deposit and the upper in-fill layer was of 
20th century date. 
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4.47 Trench 104 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

104/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.23 

104/002 Layer Subsoil >24 trench 0.33 

104/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

104/004 Cut Ditch? >6.1 1.7 0.24 

104/005 Fill Fill, single >6.1 1.7 0.24 

104/006 Cut Ditch? Large 
pit? 

>2.28 2.35 1.04 

104/007 Fill Intermediate fill 
of 104/006 

>2.28 0.75 0.5 

104/008 Fill Primary(?) fill of 
104/006 

>2.28 0.28 0.21 

104/009 Fill Secondary(?) fill 
of 104/006 

>2.28 0.65 0.18 

104/010 Fill Tertiary(?) fill of 
104/006 

>2.28 1.22 0.49 

104/011 Fill Intermediate fill 
of 104/006 

>2.28 1.04 0.51 

104/012 Fill Intermediate fill 
of 104/006 

>2.28 2.12 0.73 

104/013 Fill Upper fill of 
104/006 

>2.28 0.85 0.18 

104/014 Cut Pit 0.77 0.53 0.16 

104/015 Fill Fill, single 0.77 0.53 0.16 

104/016 Cut Ditch? tree 
throw? 

>5 1.31 0.54 

104/017 Fill Fill, primary >5 0.42 0.13 

104/018 Fill Fill, secondary >5 0.59 0.29 

104/019 Fill Fill, tertiary >5 1.31 0.35 

104/020 Fill Fill, upper >5 1.14 0.18 

 
 Table 48:  Trench 104 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.47.1 Trench 104 was located 17m north-west of Trench 103, in the south-

western part of the evaluation area, was north-east-south-west aligned and 
measured between 0.35 and 0.48m in depth (Figure 48). 

 
4.47.2 The surface of the geological substrate [104/003] was achieved at between 

41.84m and 42.23m AOD and was impacted upon by a number of 
archaeological features, as well as a large number of plough scars. 

 
4.47.3 A sub-circular pit [104/014], with a bowl-shaped profile was located 8.5m 

from the south-western end of the trench. The pit was filled with moderately 
compact clay silt, with frequent ironstone inclusions [104/015], from which 
two mid-15th to early 16th century potsherds and a single tile fragment of 
likely contemporary date were recovered. 

 
4.47.4 The pit was cut on its northern side by a ditch [104/004]/ [104/016], which 

possibly formed the south-east corner of a rectangular or square shaped 
enclosure. The primary fills of the ditch were composed of fine clay silt 
[104/005] and [104/017], which, towards the south-western end of the cut, 
were overlain by a series of firm silt clays [104/018] – [104/020]. The pottery 
and tile fragments recovered from all of these fills were all of mid-15th to 
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early 16th century date. 
 
4.47.5 These features were sealed by a mixed plough-soil layer [104/002], which 

extended throughout most of the trench, but petered-out to the south-west.   
 
4.47.6 The north-eastern  edge of a large cut feature [104/006] was recorded 

extending across the south-western end of the trench. This feature had a 
steeply sloping side and the base of the cut was not achieved due to water 
inundation. It was filled by a series of silt clays, the earliest of which 
[104/008] appeared to have been water-lain, while the remainder were the 
result of natural silting processes and in-filling. The majority of these fills 
produced pottery and tile fragments of 13th to 16th century date, while the 
second fill from the top [104/012] also contained a chisel of possibly 
medieval date as well as residual sherds of Late Iron Age/ early Roman 
date. The medieval and earlier material may, at least in the case of the 
latest fills, all be residual as a 19th century potsherd was recovered from an 
intermediate fill [104/011]. This feature corresponds to the location of a 
rectangular pond, incorporated into a field boundary, which is depicted on 
the 1840 Tithe map and OS mapping until the 1970s. 

 
4.48 Trench 105 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

105/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

105/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.15 

105/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

105/004 Deposit (Rubble/) 
spread  

4.57 2.2 0 

105/005 Fill Upper fill of 
105/006 

>1 0.98 0.12 

105/006 Cut Ditch >1 0.98 0.31 

105/007 Fill Primary fill of 
105/006 

>1 0.86 0.2 

 
 Table 49:  Trench 105 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.48.1 Trench 105 was located 43m north-east of Trench 104, in the south-western 

part of the evaluation area, was north-east-south-west aligned and 
measured between 0.4 and 0.5m in depth (Figure 49). 

 
4.48.2 The surface of the geological substrate [105/003] was achieved at between 

42.67m and 42.98m AOD and was cut by a broadly north-east-south-west 
aligned ditch [105/006], which extended beyond the trench limits. 

 
4.48.3 This ditch had generally steeply sloping sides, which ran into a concave 

base and was filled with two deposits; a soft sticky basal silt fill [105/007] 
and an upper fill [105/005] which contained ceramic drain-pipe fragments, 
which were not retained. 

 
4.48.4 A deposit of mixed gravel and larger angular sandstone and limestone 

fragments [105/004] overlay the south-western end of the ditch. Early 
modern glass and red brick fragments were visible throughout this deposit. 
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This may have been a rough metalled surface, perhaps laid to fill in a 
depression prone to flooding, caused by the presence of the underlying in-
filled ditch. 

 
4.48.5 As in the majority of ditches in this part of the site, these features were 

sealed by a sticky, mixed ploughsoil layer [105/002]. 
 
4.49 Trench 106 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

106/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.34 

106/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.2 

106/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

106/004 Cut Ditch >2.36 2.33 0 

106/005 Fill Fill of 106/004 >2.36 2.33 0 

106/006 Cut Ditch >7.12 160 0 

106/007 Fill Fill of 106/006 >7.12 1.6 0 

106/008 Cut Ditch >2 0.85 0.23 

106/009 Fill Primary fill of 
106/008 

>2 0.36 0.05 

106/010 Fill Secondary fill 
of 106/008 

>2 0.85 0.17 

106/011 Cut Pit 0.75 0.46 0.34 

106/012 Fill Primary fill of 
106/011 

0.75 0.46 0.34 

106/013 Fill Upper fill of 
106/011 

0.75 0.46 0.11 

106/014 Cut Pit 1.53 0.64 0.46 

106/015 Fill Primary fill of 
106/014 

1.44 0.64 0.46 

106/016 Fill Secondary fill 
of 106/014 

1.25 0.64 0.29 

106/017 Fill Upper fill of 
106/014 

1.53 0.61 0.12 

106/018 Cut Ditch >5.58 1.57 0.33 

106/019 Fill Primary fill of 
106/018 

>5.58 1.57 0.33 

106/020 Fill Secondary fill 
of 106/018 

>5.58 1.17 0.26 

106/021 Fill Upper fill of 
106/018 

>5.58 1.23 0.11 

 
 Table 50:  Trench 106 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.49.1 Trench 106 was located between Trenches 3 and 4, in the south-western 

part of the evaluation area, was north-east-south-west aligned and 
measured 70m in length by between 0.46 and 0.5m in depth (Figure 50). 

 
4.49.2 The surface of the geological substrate [106/003] was achieved at between 

42.28m and 43.37m AOD and was cut by a number of features. 
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4.49.3 Two intercutting, probably sub-circular pits were identified towards the 
north-eastern  end of the trench, extending beyond the south-west trench 
limit. The earlier of these [106/011] had sharply sloping sides, which broke 
abruptly to a broad, concave base. It contained two fills; a basal silt deposit 
[106/012], which was overlain by softer clay silt [106/013], neither of which 
contained any dateable material.  

 
4.49.4 This pit was truncated on its southern side by the later pit [106/014], which 

had steeply sloping sides that ran into a concave base. This pit was filled by 
three silt clay deposits [106/015], [106/016] and [106/017], the second of 
which produced a small pot group of Late Iron Age/ early Roman date. 

 
4.49.5 A broadly east-west aligned ditch [106/018] was identified c.4.45m south of 

pit [106/014], extending across the trench. This trench had a broad, bowl-
shaped profile and its basal fill consisted of water-lain clay silt [106/019], 
from which a single pot sherd of Late Iron Age/ early Roman date was 
recovered. This basal fill was overlain by two distinct silt clay deposits, 
containing frequent amounts of manganese [106/020] and [106/021]. These 
later fills produced a large pottery assemblage of 1st-2nd century date. 

 
4.49.6 A second east-west aligned ditch [106/008] was identified extending across 

the trench, 4.5m north of pit [106/011]. This ditch had a similar profile to 
[106/018], but neither of its two fills [106/009] and [106/010], produced any 
dateable material. 

 
4.49.7 A north-east-south-west aligned boundary ditch [106/006] was identified 

extending across the north-eastern  end of the trench. The alignment of the 
ditch and the composition of its upper fill [106/007], indicated that it was the 
same feature as the ditch recut [6/004] recorded in Trench 6 to the north-
east, and it was accordingly not excavated as part of the current evaluation. 

 
4.49.8 A second, north-west-south-east aligned boundary ditch [106/004] was 

identified 24m from the south-western end of the trench. The composition of 
its upper fill [106/005] and analysis of cartographic evidence indicated that it 
was part of the same boundary as [106/006] and [6/004].  

 
4.49.9 These features were sealed by a sticky, mixed plough soil layer [106/002], 

which was impacted upon by a number of modern land drains. 
 
4.50 Trench 107 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

107/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.33 

107/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.14 

107/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

107/004 Cut Pit, possible >1.3 1.13 - 

107/005 Cut Ditch, 
possible 

>2.2 1.4 - 

 
 Table 51:  Trench 107 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.50.1 Trench 107 was located 18m south of Trench 7, in the south-western part of 
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the evaluation area, was north-west-south-east aligned and measured 
between 0.32 and 0.47m in depth (Figure 51). 

 
4.50.2 The surface of the geological substrate [107/003] was achieved at 43.8m 

AOD. A possible oval pit [107/004], which appeared to extend beyond the 
north-east trench limit, and a possible north-east-south-west aligned ditch 
[107/005], were identified adjacent to each other, towards the north-western 
end of the trench. However neither of these were investigated as part of the 
current phase of evaluation. 

 
4.51 Trench 108 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

108/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

108/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.16 

108/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

108/004 Cut Gully >1 0.18 0.07 

108/005 Fill Fill of 108/004 >1 0.18 0.07 

108/006 Cut Stakehole 0.19 0.19 0.11 

108/007 Fill Fill of 108/006 0.19 0.19 0.11 

108/008 Cut Stakehole 0.15 0.12 0.12 

108/009 Fill Fill of 108/008 0.15 0.12 0.12 

 
 Table 52:  Trench 108 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.51.1 Trench 108 was located 90m west of Trench 14, in the western part of the 

evaluation area, was north-west-south-east aligned and measured between 
0.4 and 0.46m in depth (Figure 52). 

 
4.51.2 The surface of the geological substrate [108/003] was achieved at between 

44m and 44.43m AOD, and was heavily impacted by plough-scarring. A 
heavily plough-damaged curvilinear feature [108/004], perhaps the remains 
of a ring-gully, was identified extending from the south-eastern end of the 
trench on a south-east to west alignment. Two stakeholes were identified 
within this gully, one [108/008] within the western terminus and the other 
[108/006] at the point where it curved to the south-east. The charcoal-rich 
silt fills of all three features were largely indistinguishable from either other, 
indicating mutual contemporaneity.  

 
4.51.3 This gully was sealed by a sticky plough soil layer [108/002], derived from 

the geological substrate and topsoil layers. 
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4.52 Trench 109 
 

Context Type Interpretation Length Width Depth 

109/001 Layer Topsoil trench trench 0.3 

109/002 Layer Subsoil trench trench 0.2 

109/003 Layer Natural trench trench 0 

109/004 Cut Pit 0.77 0.4 0.16 

109/005 Fill Secondary fill 
of 109/004 

0.7 0.4 0.1 

109/006 Fill Primary fill of 
109/004 

0.77 0.35 0.06 

 
 Table 53:  Trench 109 list of recorded contexts 
 
4.52.1 Trench 109 was located 17m north-west of Trench 108, in the western part 

of the evaluation area, was north-east-south-west aligned and measured 
between 0.38 and 05m in depth (Figure 53). 

 
4.52.2 The surface of the geological substrate [109/003] was achieved at between 

43.67m and 44.14m AOD, and was heavily impacted by plough-scarring. A 
heavily plough-damaged oval pit [109/004] was identified in the centre of the 
trench. The primary fill of this pit consisted of sticky silt clay [109/006], with 
occasional amounts of charcoal flecking, which was overlain by a charcoal-
rich silt fill [109/005], which contained some tiny burnt bone fragments, 
which were too small to identify. 

 
4.52.3 This pit was sealed by a sticky plough soil layer [109/002], derived from the 

geological substrate and topsoil layers. 
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5.0 THE FINDS 
 
5.1  Summary 
 
5.1.1 A moderately large assemblage of predominantly Late Iron Age/earlier 

Roman and medieval finds was recovered during the evaluation. All finds 
were washed and dried or air dried as appropriate. They were subsequently 
quantified by count and weight and were bagged by material and context 
(Appendix 4). All finds have been packed and stored following CIfA guidelines 
(2014).  

 
5.2 The Flintwork by Karine Le Hégarat 
 
5.2.1 The evaluation produced a total of nine pieces of struck flint weighing 148g 

(Table 54) and two fragments of burnt unworked flint. The small assemblage 
is fairly coherent and indicates an early prehistoric presence at the site 
ranging from the Mesolithic to the Neolithic. No contexts produced more than 
one piece of flint, and it is likely that the flintwork represents redeposited 
material. Two diagnostic pieces were recovered; a microlith and a polished 
axe reused as a multiplatform flake core.  

 

Context Category Total no Weight (g) 

22/009 Retouched blade 1 20 

27/009 Core face / edge rejuvenation flake 1 10 

32/004 Microlith 1 <1 

53/006 Flake 1 5 

58/004 Flake 1 8 

79/004 Flake 1 5 

79/007 Flake 1 <1 

93/002 Multiplatform flake core 1 100 

U/S Blade 1 <1 

Total 9 148 

 
Table 54: The flintwork  

 
5.2.2 The microlith was retrieved from ditch slot [32/003], fill [32/004]. The point 

consists of an obliquely-blunted point. Broad obliquely-blunted points are 
usually retrieved from Early Mesolithic context. However, the example found 
in ditch [32/003] is manufactured on a narrow blade (10mm in width), and 
these types of narrower obliquely-blunted points can also indicate a later 
Mesolithic date. 

 
5.2.3 The multiplatform flake core made on a polished axe was retrieved from 

subsoil context [93/002]. It indicates a Neolithic date. Original flake scars can 
be seen, indicating that it was only partially polished. However the extent of 
the polishing is unclear because the tool was subsequently reused, and the 
butt end is absent. Part of the polished cutting edge is undamaged 
suggesting that the tool wasn't extensively used, or that it was re-polished 
after its last use. The piece is slightly stained to a light beige colour. The 



Archaeology South-East 

Eval: Chilmington Green Lane, Ashford, Kent 
ASE Report No: 2017017 

 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
54 

overall uniformity in colour indicates that the axe was probably reused as a 
core during the same Neolithic period.  

 
5.2.4 The remaining pieces consist of five flakes, including a core face / edge 

rejuvenation flake and two blades including a retouched blade. Based on 
technological grounds these pieces indicates a broad Mesolithic / Early 
Neolithic date.  

 
5.2.5 The evaluation produced evidence for early prehistoric human presence at 

the site. However, no concentrations of lithics were retrieved, and given the 
large quantity of trenches, the small flint assemblage suggests only low-key 
activities during the early prehistoric period.   

 
5.3 The Prehistoric and Roman Pottery by Anna Doherty 
 
5.3.1 A moderately large assemblage of prehistoric and Roman pottery was 

collected during the evaluation, totalling 778 sherds, weighing 7320g. The 
earliest prehistoric material, dates to the Middle/Late Bronze Age and there 
are also some very small groups of sherds in fabric types suggestive of 
Middle/Late Iron Age dating. The vast majority of the assemblage however, 
belongs to the Late Iron Age/earlier Roman period. This material suggests a 
similar period of occupation to that at Brisley Farm (Stevenson 2013), 
although there appears to be a slightly greater emphasis on post-Conquest 
activity at the current site. There are a few sherds which post-date AD120 but 
these generally occur in larger pottery groups of late 1st/earlier 2nd century 
character, suggesting that the latest pottery relates to a period when 
settlement activity was coming to an end and features were going out of use. 

 
5.3.2 The assemblage has been examined with a x20 binocular microscope for the 

purposes of spot-dating and characterisation. At present, it has not been fully 
quantified according to a fabric and form type-series. It is recommended that 
it should be retained and fully integrated into any future assessment/analysis 
process in the event of further archaeological work at the site. 

 
Middle/Late Bronze Age 

 
5.3.3 A small quantity of probable Bronze Age pottery was hand-collected from the 

site, totalling 27 sherds, weighing 296g. In addition, 43 sherds, weighing 115g 
were recovered from the residue of environmental sample <10>. The earliest 
material comes from context [27/004], which contains six bodysherds, nearly 
all in exceptionally coarse flint-tempered fabrics, with inclusions ranging from 
2-7mm. Two of the sherds also contain sparse coarse grog-temper. Another 
sherd was more densely tempered with grog and contained sparser, finer 
flint. No feature sherds are present but the fabrics and moderately thick-
walled vessel profiles are comparable to Middle Bronze Age material from 
Beechbrook Wood (Jones 2007). 

 
5.3.4 Nearby, in context [27/009], another small group of flint and flint-and-grog-

tempered sherds were noted. These fabrics are somewhat finer, with flint 
inclusions generally ranging up to 3-4mm in size. One very finely flint-
tempered fabric with fine quartz sand was also present. The group contained 
a substantial rim profile from a typical Late Bronze Age hook-rim jar, 
suggesting that it belongs in the plain ware phase of the post Deverel-
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Rimbury (PDR) tradition (c.1150-800BC). A moderate-sized group of highly-
fragmented sherds, recovered from the environmental sample <10> of 
context [27/007] also contained a similar range of fabrics, including a partial 
rim from a fine ware PDR bowl and another from a coarser jar/bowl. 

 
5.3.5 Another very small group of nine fragmented bodysherds from context 

[93/004] are more uncertainly dated. They are all fairly densely grog-
tempered with sparse finer flint of <2mm. Flint inclusions do occasionally 
occur in grog-tempered wares of the Late Iron Age/early Roman period in the 
area; however, the fact that a number of sherds from different flint-and grog-
tempered vessels occur together in this group tends to suggest that they 
belong to the earlier 1st millennium BC. Flint-and-grog fabrics were quite a 
substantial element of the prehistoric assemblage from Christchurch School 
for example, which included elements of Late Bronze Age dating, although it 
was predominantly of earliest Iron Age date (c.800-600BC), belonging to the 
decorated phase of the PDR tradition (Doherty 2013, 269-270).  

 
?Middle/Late Iron Age 

 
5.3.6 Sherds in sandy or glauconitic fabrics, often containing flint temper, were 

found in a number of different contexts ([27/011], [54/008], [54/012], [61/007], 
[79/004], [79/007] and [96/010]); in total these amount to 29 sherds, weighing 
89g. These fabric types are quite comparable to material from the 
Middle/Late Iron Age phase at Brisley Farm (Thompson 2013, period 3); 
however, unlike at Brisley Farm, these wares only occurred with Late Iron 
Age grog-tempered pottery in a single context, [79/007]. Since no diagnostic 
feature sherds are present, it is possible that they could belong to a slightly 
earlier period. The Iron Age pottery is also highly fragmented and was found 
in context groups containing very few sherds, suggesting the possibility of 
residuality; however, it was not generally associated with any with any 
demonstrably later material.  

 
Late Iron Age/earlier Roman 

 
5.3.7 A reasonably large assemblage of Late Iron Age/earlier Roman pottery was 

recovered from the site, totalling 722 sherds, weighing 6.94 kg. The pottery 
dates to the mid-1st to earlier 2nd century AD with some limited evidence for 
activity extending beyond c.AD120. Although this material was distributed in 
over 50 contexts from 20 different trenches, about 90% of it was found in 
Trenches 1, 22, 97, 99, 100, and 106, all located in the south-western part of 
the evaluated area, suggesting a concentration of settlement activity in this 
part of the site. 

 
5.3.8 As is typically the case in Late Iron Age/earlier Roman assemblages from the 

Ashford area, grog-tempered fabrics make up the vast majority of the pottery. 
Where more ‘Romanised’ material occurs, it tends to comprise either 
unsourced coarse sandy fabrics or North Kent/Thameside fabrics. A single 
example of North Gaulish white ware was noted and there are also a few 
sherds of south and central Gaulish samian ware.  

 
5.3.9 The assemblage is dominated by bead rim and necked jar forms sometimes 

with simple shoulder cordons (Thompson 1982, forms B1, B2 and C1). Most 
other form types were represented by only one example, including a plain 
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grog-tempered lid, a Cam. 14 style grog-tempered platter, a carinated beaker 
in North Kent fine grey ware (Monaghan 1987 type 2G), a dish imitating 
Dragendorff 36 in North Kent fine oxidised ware (Monaghan 1987 type 5B) 
and a bead and flange mortarium in an orange oxidised fabric possibly also of 
North Kent origin. Amongst the latest forms are a Dragendorff 18/31 dish and 
a partial rim probably from a Dragendorff 30/37 bowl, both in central Gaulish 
samian ware, as well as a rounded rim dish in North Kent BB2 (Monaghan 
1987, type 5C). 

 
5.3.10 In over 20 different contexts, grog-tempered wares occurred without any 

certain post-conquest material; however, although some of these groups 
could be of Late Iron Age date, there is no strong evidence that this phase of 
activity pre-dates the mid-1st century AD. Most of the entirely grog-tempered 
groups contain fewer than 10 sherds, so it is difficult to determine whether 
these are genuinely earlier other contexts which are predominantly grog-
tempered but which also contain some ‘Romanised’ material. However, three 
moderate-sized groups of c.30+ sherds from contexts [99/011], [100/029] and 
[100/035] are entirely grog-tempered and probably therefore belong to the 
Late Iron Age or very early Roman period whilst another, from context 
[99/013], is overwhelmingly grog-tempered but contains two sherds in early 
Roman sandy wares, suggesting a similar – but more certainly post-Conquest 
– date. At Brisley Farm, grog-tempered fabrics continued to account for more 
than 95% of the early Roman assemblage, suggesting that most of the 
features pre-dated c. AD70 (Thompson 2013, 280-281). 

 
5.3.11 Most pottery producing contexts from this period did contain Roman fabric 

types and it seems likely that some of larger pottery groups post-date the 
immediate Conquest period. For example, contexts [22/010] and [106/020], 
which both produced more than 70 sherds, include larger proportions of 
wheel-thrown sandy wares, approaching levels in key groups assigned to 
period 2, phase 3 (c.AD70-150) at Westhawk Farm (Lyne 2008). Meanwhile 
contexts [97/002], [97/009] and [100/013] all contained one or two sherds in 
central Gaulish samian ware and/or BB2: fabrics which were certainly 
produced after AD120. However, in each case these sherds were associated 
with large groups of pottery which, overall, appear more characteristic of the 
late 1st-early 2nd century as they contain high levels of grog-tempered wares, 
including forms influenced by Gallo-Belgic traditions. This suggests that the 
majority of settlement activity was probably of 1st century-early 2nd century 
date but that a few vessels were used and deposited just after AD120, 
probably as the settlement was going out of use. 
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5.4 The Post-Roman Pottery by Luke Barber 
 
5.4.1 The archaeological evaluation recovered a relatively large assemblage of 

post-Roman pottery from the site: 349 sherds, weighing 3481g, from 40 
individually numbered contexts. The material has recorded in an Excel 
spreadsheet by context. Medieval fabrics have been given descriptive fabric 
titles at this stage while post-medieval ones have been allocated common 
name. Detailed correlation with the fabric codes of the Ashford area (Barber 
2013) has not been undertaken at this stage but will be done during the 
analysis of additional pottery that is likely to be recovered from any Stage 2 
works at the site. 

 
5.4.2 The earliest post-Roman pottery from the site consists of the sandy-shelly 

ware that account for 66 sherds (9662g) of the assemblage. All of this 
material was recovered from Trenches 33 and 53. Although the fabric is long-
lived, the current sherds are quite well developed and usually derive from 
cooking pots with developed rectangular clubbed rims. As such they probably 
derive from the latter part of the chronological range of sandy-shelly ware and 
span c.1175/1200 to 1250. The fact they often appear in the same deposits 
as the slightly later, but chronologically overlapping, sand with sparse shell 
type would confirm this suggestion. As such the earliest post-Roman activity 
at the site appears to be of the late 12th to mid-13th century and focussed in 
the areas of Trenches 33 and 53. 

 
5.4.3 The high medieval period is the most prolific at the site accounting for 238 

sherds weighing 1938g. The assemblage appears to demonstrate continuous 
activity from the previous period, extending up until c.1350, and is 
widespread. However, the majority was recovered from Trenches 1 and 33 
with a less dense scatter from numerous other trenches. The sandy ware with 
rare/sparse shell (106/922g) makes up a significant component of this group, 
where cooking pots with rectangular club rims dominate, This type is unlikely 
to have extended significantly beyond c.1300. Alongside the sand with rare 
shell sherds is a range of fine to medium sandy wares, represented by both 
cooking pots, bowls and jugs. Although the sandy jugs can span the entire 
13th century and beyond, the sandy cooking pots are much more common 
from the later 13th and 14th centuries, when they finally replace shell-
tempered wares in the area. The few jugs that are represented are quite 
modestly decorated suggesting a low status occupation is represented. 

 
5.4.4 The current assemblage is too small to be certain if there is an actual break in 

activity in the mid-14th century. However, activity in the late medieval period 
clearly occurred in the later 14th and 15th centuries, albeit on a reduced level. 
late medieval fine sandy wares are present, the later ones of the mid-15th to 
early 16th centuries, being notably hard-fired. Most of this material was 
recovered from Trenches 1 and 104. 

 
5.4.5 There is very little pottery of the post-medieval period. The single 17th- 

century buff earthenware sherd from [109/009] is the only early post-medieval 
sherd present. Either there was little occupation during the 16th to 18th 
centuries or the land was pasture with no refuse being spread as part of a 
manuring regime. The six late post-medieval sherds suggest low level refuse 
disposal resumed again in the 19th century, perhaps during short-lived 
periods of arable cultivation. 
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5.5 The Ceramic Building Material by Trista Clifford 
 
 Overview 
 
5.5.1 The evaluation produced 304 pieces of ceramic building materials weighing 

just over 10.7kg.  The assemblage is dominated by medieval and early post 
medieval roof tile and also includes a small amount of Roman tegulae and 
post medieval brick.   

 
5.5.2 The fabrics were assessed using a 20x binocular microscope. Samples of 

each fabric were retained for future reference and comparison to the county 
type series, which was not available for study at the time of assessment.  
Pieces of interest or with diagnostic features such as complete nail holes 
were also retained.  

 
5.5.3 The lack of brick suggests that the roof tile is fairly early, probably within a 

13th-16th century date range.  The assemblage is centred in the south-west 
corner, with minimal activity to the north of the site, and may derive from a 
single building.   

 
Roman tile 

 
5.5.4 Contexts [97/009] and [100/008] located in the south west of the site 

contained Roman tegula fragments (wt=598g) in the same fabric.  The most 
complete example from context [100/008] retains part of the flange but all are 
abraded and appear to be heat cracked.  A small fragment of possible 
Roman tile was also recovered from [79/004]. 

 
Medieval – early post medieval roof tile 

 
5.5.5 Medieval/ early post medieval roof tile was recovered from 31 separate 

contexts, and in particular quantity from trenches 102, 103 and 104. Roof tile 
comprises 86% of the total assemblage.  22% of this material was vitrified; 
much of the unvitrified tile is rather low fired.  Two principle fabric groups 
were established: sandy and calcareous, of which calcareous fabrics 
dominate.  Very few pieces exhibited nail holes, however where seen these 
were either: circular and made with a stick, or knife cut square or diamond 
shaped, and often placed very close to the upper edge of the tile; where two 
holes are present they are often close together. Two methods of moulding 
were apparent- either sand lined or chaff lined moulds were utilised.   

 
5.5.6 Only two fragments of tile other than peg tile were noted:  Context [80/006] 

contained a piece from a curved tile with a single nail hole which is possibly 
part of a hip tile.  Context [104/019] produced a thick, curved fragment 
possibly from a ridge tile.  A small curved fragment from [41/001] was not 
large enough to be diagnostic. 

 
Post medieval brick    

 
5.5.7 A small amount of post medieval brick (675g) was recovered from seven 

contexts.  Very abraded, unfrogged pieces 44mm thick with grassy 
impressions on the surfaces came from trench 1; these are probably early 
post medieval in date. The remaining fragments are too small to be 
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diagnostic. 
 
5.6 The Fired Clay by Trista Clifford 
 
5.6.1 Nine contexts produced a small assemblage of 28 pieces of fired clay 

weighing 173g.  Two fabrics are present; a silty fabric with sparse iron rich 
inclusions and a sandy version with a similar matrix which occasionally 
contains grassy voids.  These are probably clays natural to the area with 
natural variation in inclusions.  The fragments are all amorphous with no 
diagnostic features and do not appear to have been deliberately utilised.   

 
5.7 The Clay Tobacco Pipe by Luke Barber 
 
5.7.1 The archaeological work recovered just four pieces of clay pipe from the site. 

The material has been fully listed in Table 55. 
 

Context Element Date No Weight (g) Comments 

102/004 Bowl frag 1660-1680 2 20 Stem length 98mm, bore diameter 2.8mm 

103/005 Stem 1650-1700 1 6 Stem length 59mm, bore diameter 2.6mm 

103/009 Stem 1650-1700 1 4 Stem length 33mm, bore diameter 2.8mm 

 
Table 55: Clay pipe assemblage 

 
5.7.2 The clay pipe assemblage consists of purely early post-medieval material all 

of which has only slight signs of abrasion. The date of the material is 
interesting as there is but one contemporary pot sherd. This, together with the 
lack of abrasion on the pipe fragments, would be very much in keeping with a 
period of pastoralism – the pipes potentially being breakages by 
stockmen/shepherds while at work. 

 
5.8 The Glass by Luke Barber 
 
5.8.1 A single fragment of 20th century glass, weighing 9 grams, was recovered 

from context [103/009]. It is possible that the glass is intrusive since it was 
found with a number of other earlier post-medieval finds 

 
5.9 The Geological Material by Luke Barber 
 
5.9.1 The very small assemblage of stone from the site is summarised in Table 56. 

Much consists of heavily worn small pieces from the environmental residues. 
 

Context Type No/weight Comments 

27/007 Lower Greensand chert/ hassock 9/14g  

33/015 Lower Greensand chert/ hassock 1/10g  

33/017 Siltstone (Wealden) 1/6g Buff, very 
weathered 

33/017 Ferruginous siltstone (Wealden) 2/6g Very weathered 

53/010 Ferruginous medium sandstone 
(Wealden) 

1/210g Worn 

99/008 Abundant shelly ferruginous sandstone 
(Wealden) 

1/106g Worn 

99/008 Ferruginous medium sandstone 
(Wealden) 

1/36g Worn 
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Context Type No/weight Comments 

102/004 Ferruginous medium sandstone 
(Wealden) 

1/26g Worn 

102/004 ?Welsh slate 1/4g  

Table 56: Stone assemblage 

5.9.2 All of the stone types represented could be expected to occur naturally on or 
near the site either directly from the parent geology or having been reworked 
from other Wealden strata by natural processes. None of the pieces show 
any signs of deliberate modification by man though several pieces show 
signs of having been burnt. 

 
5.10 The Metallurgical Remains by Luke Barber 

 
5.10.1 A very small quantity of material grouped as slag was recovered from the site 

– most was recovered from one of 11 environmental residues. The 
assemblage has been fully listed in Table 57. 

 
Context Sample Fraction Type Weight (g) Comments 

4/004 5 >2mm Magnetic fines 1  

4/004 5 Magnetic Magnetic fines 1  

4/012 6 >2mm Magnetic fines 1  

4/012 6 Magnetic Magnetic fines 1  

7/010 2 >2mm Magnetic fines 1  

7/010 2 Magnetic Magnetic fines 1  

12/007 1 Magnetic Magnetic fines 2  

27/007 10 >2mm Magnetic fines 4  

27/007 10 Magnetic Magnetic fines 12  

33/004 3 >2mm Magnetic fines 1  

33/004 3 Magnetic Magnetic fines 20  

96/018 11 Magnetic Magnetic fines 1  

99/005 7 >2mm Magnetic fines 2  

99/005 7 Magnetic Magnetic fines 20  

99/011 8 >2mm Magnetic fines 1  

99/011 8 Magnetic Magnetic fines 18  

100/005 4 >4mm Magnetic fines 38  

100/005 4 2-4mm Magnetic fines 2  

100/005 4 Magnetic Magnetic fines 12  

100/014   Hearth lining 38 x3. Red fine sandy clay 
with vitrified surface 

106/021   Magnetic fines 2 x1 

109/005 9 >2mm Magnetic fines 1  

109/005 9 Magnetic Magnetic fines 1  

 
Table 57: Material classified as slag 

 
5.10.2 Virtually all of the material included as potential slag consists of ‘magnetic 

fines’ – weathered granules of clay and ferruginous siltstone that have had 
their magnetic properties enhanced through burning. Such burning could be 
the result of any number of high temperature events, including domestic 
hearths and bonfire, and is not an indication of metalworking. The only other 
material consists of three hand-collected pieces of hearth lining from 
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[100/014]. Although such pieces are often associated with metalworking the 
complete absence of slag from the current evaluation suggests they may be 
from domestic hearths/ovens. As such there is no evidence currently for 
metalworking at the site. 

 
5.11 The Bulk Metalwork by Trista Clifford 
 
5.11.1 Six iron nails weighing a total of 49.2g were recovered from three separate 

contexts. The nails are in good condition and are mostly complete.  The 
assemblage includes examples of Goodhall (2011, 164) types 1 (flat head of 
rounded shape; contexts [1/018] and [33/019]), 3 (Flat head of narrow 
rectangular shape; context [33/019] and 8 (headless; context [33/019]).  A 
late medieval to early post medieval date is probable. 

 
5.12 The Burnt Bone by Dr Paola Ponce  
 

Introduction 
 
5.12.1 A very small amount of burnt bone was recovered from two charcoal-rich fills 

(7/010), (12/007) recovered from two pits or post-holes [7/009], [12/008] from 
which dating was not possible to be obtained. 

 
Methods 

 
5.12.2 The excavated fills of the deposits underwent flotation and were processed 

as an environmental samples <2> and <01>. Bone fragments were collected 
and subjected to careful recording and separated in sieve fractions of 2-4mm, 
4-8mm and >8mm. The assessment of this material was undertaken 
according to standard guidelines (McKinley 2004). The total of weight of the 
deposit was established and the assemblage then examined to record the 
degree of fragmentation and fragment colour. The potential of the 
assemblage to yield demographic or other information was then considered.  

 
Results 

 
5.12.3 The total amount of bone recovered from the context analysed was 0.2 grams 

(Table 58). Only small-size fragments were represented in the sample and 
none of these were identifiable as either belonging to possible human or 
animal bone. As a consequence of this, no demographic data was yielded. 
Finally, no evident pathology was observed in the whole assemblage of burnt 
bone. 

 

Context 
Weight (grams)  

Type 2-4mm 4-8mm >8mm Total 

7/010 <1> 0.1 - - 0.1 Unknown 

12/007 <2> 0.1 - - 0.1 Unknown 

Total 0.2 - - 0.2 Unknown 

 
 Table 58: Summary of burnt bone assemblage 
 
5.12.4 With regards to the degree of oxidation of the organic component of bone, it 

was noted that 100% of the assemblage was fully oxidised white (>c. 600˚ C) 
which suggests a highly efficient burning process.   
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5.13 The Animal Bone by Hayley Forsyth-Magee 
 

5.13.1 A small assemblage containing 227 fragments and weighing 1737g was 
recovered from the archaeological evaluation. The bones were hand-
collected and retrieved from a bulk sample and are in a poor state of 
preservation with signs of surface erosion, weathering and fragmentation; no 
complete bones are present. 
Method 

 
5.13.2 The assemblage has been recorded onto an Excel spreadsheet in 

accordance with the zoning system outlined by Serjeantson (1996). Wherever 
possible the fragments have been identified to species and the skeletal 
element represented. Elements that could not be confidently identified to 
species, such as long-bone and vertebrae fragments, have been recorded 
according to their size and categorised as large, medium or small mammal.  

 
5.13.3 Age at death data has been collected for each specimen where observable. 

The state of epiphyseal bone fusion has been recorded as fused, unfused 
and fusing. The assemblage does not contain any measurable bones or 
ageable mandibles. Specimens have been studied for signs of butchery, 
burning, gnawing and pathology. 
 
Assemblage 
 

5.13.4 The assemblage is dominated by mammal bones retrieved from thirteen 
contexts and one bulk sample <11>. From the 227 bone fragments present 
only 121 could be identified to taxa and include cattle, large mammals and 
medium mammals (Table 59). 

 

Taxa NISP 

Cattle 39 

Large Mammal 64 

Medium Mammal 18 

Total 121 

 

Table 59: Quantification of animal bone by NISP (number of identifiable 
specimens)  

 
5.13.5 Context [96/018] produced the majority of the bone from this assemblage and 

includes cattle and large mammal fragments comprising of axial and 
appendicular elements. The surviving bone fragments are highly friable and 
fragmented making it difficult to determine whether these remains are from a 
buried individual or disarticulated deposits.  

 
5.13.6 Bulk sample <11> produced mainly unidentifiable fragments of animal bone 

weighing 203g. A small number of bones could be identified including 
medium mammal long bone fragments, large mammal rib fragment, large 
mammal carpal and tarsal bones and a single cattle tooth. 

 
5.13.7 Of interest are the cattle teeth from context [96/018], although in poor 

condition four of the teeth exhibited signs of wear suggestive of absent 
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hypoconulids in the mandibular third molars (Argant et al 2013). This is an 
uncommon genetic trait, the prevalence of which can be applied to better 
understanding animal husbandry practices.  

 
5.13.8 Context [1/006] contained fragments of large mammal scapula, cattle 

metatarsal and medium mammal long bone fragment that exhibited signs of a 
chop mark mid-shaft. Context [33/017] contained large mammal long bone 
fragments, as did context [33/019] as well as a large mammal rib fragment. 
Context [100/033] contained fragments of medium mammal long bone and 
context [94/008] produced large mammal long bone fragments that exhibited 
signs of butchery; split axially possibly for marrow extraction. A cattle radius 
from context [104/005] exhibited signs of butchery, a chop mark mid-shaft, 
and a large mammal ulna was also present from this context. Cattle teeth and 
enamel fragments were recovered from contexts [1/018], [80/006] and 
[100/029]. 

 
5.13.9 Age-at-death data using bone fusion rates was limited; although from the 

bones present adult and young adult cattle and large mammal remains are 
present within the assemblage. The majority of the cattle teeth present are 
worn, suggesting the presence of mature individuals. 

 
5.13.10 The assemblage contains meat and non-meat bearing bones and the taxa 

present suggests domestic waste and refuse. The butchery marks also 
suggest a domestic function such as carcass portioning and possible marrow 
extraction for consumption.  

 
5.3.11 No evidence of gnawing or pathology has been noted.  
 
5.14 The Shell by Trista Clifford 
 
5.14.1 A single context, [1/018], produced three upper edible oyster (Ostrea edulis) 

valves, all of which show evidence of parasitic infestation.  They are not 
inherently dateable but they occurred with medieval pottery and other finds of 
probable post-Roman date. 

 
5.15 The Registered Finds by Trista Clifford 
 
5.15.1 Three objects were assigned unique registered find numbers (RF<00>).  An 

overview is shown in Table 60.  The objects are all of iron and are in very 
good condition. 

 
RF number  Context Object Material Period  Wt (g) 

1 94/012 STAP IRON Med-Pmed 5.4 

2 103/005 STFT IRON Med-Pmed 62.2 

3 104/012 TOOL IRON Med-Pmed 244 

 
Table 60: Overview of the registered finds  

 
5.15.2 The assemblage includes a U shaped staple, RF<1>, from context [94/012], 

similar to medieval examples (Goodhall 2011, 179) although a later date is 
also possible.  RF<2> is a complete masonry nail or wall anchor measuring 
140mm in length with a domed, T shaped head was recovered from 
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[103/005].  Lastly, a heavy chisel or similar whittle tanged tool (RF<3>) with a 
shouldered, rectangular blade came from context [104/012], which also 
contained 13th-16th roof tile.  The cutting edge of the blade is blunt and it has 
a domed section.   
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6.0 THE ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLES By Stacey Adams 

6.1  Introduction 
 
6.1.1 Eleven bulk samples were taken during excavations at Chilmington Green, 

Ashford from pit and ditch fills, postholes and hearth/ furnaces for the 
recovery of environmental remains such as plant macrofossils, wood 
charcoal, fauna and Mollusca. The following report details the preservation of 
the charred plant material and discusses its potential to inform on the diet, 
arable economy and local environment of the site as well as fuel selection 
and use.  

 
6.2 Methodology 
 
6.2.1 The flotation samples, from 10 to 40L in volume, were processed by flotation 

tank with a 250µm mesh for retention of the flot and a 500µm mesh for the 
heavy residue, before being air dried. The heavy residues were passed 
through graded sieves of 8, 4 and 2mm and each fraction sorted for 
environmental and artefactual remains (Table 61). Artefacts recovered from 
the samples were distributed to specialists, and are incorporated in the 
relevant sections of this volume where they add further information to the 
existing finds assemblage. The flots were scanned, in their entirety, under a 
stereozoom microscope at 7-45x magnifications and their contents recorded 
(Table 62). Provisional identification of the charred remains was based on 
observations of gross morphology and surface cell structure and 
quantification was based on approximate number of individuals. 
Nomenclature follows Stace (1997) for wild species and Zohary and Hopf 
(1994) for cereals. 

 
6.2.2 Charcoal fragments recovered from the heavy residues and flots were 

fractured along three planes (transverse, radial and tangential) according to 
standardised procedures (Gale & Cutler 2000). Specimens were viewed 
under a stereozoom microscope for initial grouping, and an incident light 
microscope at magnifications up to 500x to facilitate identification of the 
woody taxa present. Taxonomic identifications were assigned by comparing 
suites of anatomical characteristics visible with those documented in 
reference atlases (Hather, 2000; Schoch et al., 2004; Schweingruber, 1990). 
Genera, family or group names have been given where anatomical 
differences between taxa are not significant enough to permit more detailed 
identification. Ten fragments were submitted for identification from samples 
with >3g of wood charcoal from the residues. Quantification and taxonomic 
identifications of charcoal are recorded in Table 61 and nomenclature follows 
Stace (1997). 

 
6.3 Results 
 

Samples <1> [12/007], <2> [7/010], <3> [33/004], <4> [101/004], <5> [4/004], 
<6> [4/012], <7> [99/05], <8> [99/011], <9> [109/005], <10> [27/007] and 
<11> [96/018]. 
 

6.3.1 The heavy residues contained occasional fragments of pot as well as burnt 
clay, stone, industrial material and magnetic material. Fragmented animal 
bone was abundant in pit [96/018]. Charcoal was present in sufficient 
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numbers (>3g from the heavy residues) in nine of the samples to be 
submitted for identification.  

 
6.3.2 The majority of the flots were dominated by uncharred material mostly of 

modern roots and recent seeds of blackberry (Rubus sp.), sedge (Carex sp.) 
and elder (Sambucus) as well as bread wheat (Triticum aestivum) rachis. 
Worm capsules were occasional within the flots whilst land molluscs were 
rare. Pit [96/018] and hearth/furnace [99/011] both contained significant 
numbers of Cenococcum fungi. 

 
 Charred Plant Macrofossils 
 
6.3.3 Charred plant macrofossils were rare within the flots and were absent from 

pits [7/010], [109/005] and [96/018] and postholes [4/004] and [4/012]. 
Preservation of the charred plant macrofossils ranged from moderate to good 
with many identifiable to species level. Common groundsel (Senecio vulgaris) 
is associated with waste ground and is notorious for following civilized man 
wherever he settles (Grieve, 1984), whilst waterblinks (Montia fontana) 
indicate the presence of wet or waterlogged ground. Sheep’s sorrel (Rumex 
acetosella) is commonly found on cultivated or pasture land, as is ribwort 
plantain (Plantago laceolata). Charred seeds of goosefoots 
(Chenopodiaceae), docks (Rumex sp.), oraches (Atriplex sp.) and cruciferous 
vegetables (Brassica sp.) were also identified within the flots. A blackberry 
(Rubus fruticosas) and a blackthorn-type (Prunus spinosa-type) seed from pit 
[12/007] could indicate the exploitation of wild plants as a food resource. 

 
Charcoal 

 
6.3.4 Overall preservation of the charcoal from Chilmington Green was poor with 

many of the fragments indeterminate due to the complete distortion of the 
anatomical features. A large number of the fragments displayed evidence of 
vitrification; a process that distorts the wood charcoal giving it a glassy 
appearance (Prior & Alvin, 1983). Radial cracks were common amongst the 
fragments, a feature that is often attributed to the burning of fresh wood 
(Keepax, 1988: 32). Post-depositional sediment, associated with the 
changing water table after burial, also affected a number of the charcoal 
fragments.  

 
6.3.5 Oak (Quercus sp.) was the dominant taxon within all of the samples and was 

occasionally accompanied by fragments of the apple sub-family (Maloideae) 
and field maple (Acer campestre), a light-loving tree that thrives in open 
woodland. A number of the charcoal fragments were of roundwood signifying 
the exploitation of twigs and small branches for fuel as well as larger stem 
and branch timber. 

 
6.4 Discussion 
 
6.4.1 The charred wild plant species identified at Chilmington Green were likely 

growing within the immediate area and were subsequently burnt along with 
the wood or were delivered to site along with the fuel source. Despite the 
absence of economic food plants the wild species do have the capacity to 
inform on the local environment. Wild blackberry and blackthorn-type fruits 
were possibly consumed by the inhabitants of the site and subsequently 
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discarded in the fire. The charcoal indicates the presence of local open 
woodland that was targeted as a fuel source by the inhabitants of the site. 
The poor preservation of the charcoal may indicate repeated burnings of the 
wood for fuel or be due to post-depositional factors. The presence of well-
preserved charred plant macrofossils and large quantities of wood charcoal 
indicate the potential for the further recovery of such remains if future 
sampling is carried out on secure primary deposits. 
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Table 61: Residue quantification (* = 1-10, ** = 11-50, *** = 51-250, **** = >250) and weights in grams 
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1 12/007 Pit 10 **** 44 *** 5 

Quercus (6) [V:3, D:1, RC:3]         Acer 
campestre (1) [V:1]              Indet. (3) 
[D:2, PDS:3, V:] * <1     * <1 

Mag.Mat. >2mm (**/1g)               
Mag.Mat. <2mm (***/1g) 

2 7/010 Pit 10 **** 33 *** 4 

Quercus (5) [V:1, D:1, RC:3, PDS:2] 
cf. Quercus (1) [V:1]                  Indet. 
(4) [KW:1, V:1, RC:3, PDS:2]          * <1 

Ind.Mat. (*/1g) Mag.Mat. >2mm (**/1g) 
Mag.Mat. <2mm (88/<1g) 

3 33/004 Ditch 40 **** 34 *** 3 

Quercus (7) [D:4, PDS:1, V:2, RC:2] 
Maloideae (1) [RC:1, V:1]           Indet. 
(2) [D:2]             

Pot (**/26g) Ind.Mat. (**/2g)            
Mag.Mat. >2mm (***/11g)           Mag.Mat. 
<2mm (****/7g) 

4 101/004 Ditch 40 **** 117 *** 6 

Quercus (4) [RC:3, V:2, PDS:3]  Acer 
campestre (1) [V:1, RW:1] Indet. (4) 
[PDS:1, RC:4, V:1, D:3]             

Pot (**/76g) Ind Mat. (***/40g) Mag.Mat. 
>2mm (****/15g)          Mag.Mat. <2mm 
(***/2g)  

5 4/004 Posthole 10 *** 10 ** 2 

Quercus (5) [D:2, RC:2, RW:1] Prunus 
sp. (2) [V:2]                        Acer 
campestre (1) [D:1]              Indet. (2) 
[RC:1, PDS:2, D:1]             

Ind.Mat. (*/1g) Mag.Mat. >2mm (**/1g) 
Mag.Mat. <2mm (*/<1g) 

6 4/012 Posthole 10 ** 2 *** 1               
Ind.Mat. (**/1g) Mag.Mat. >2mm (**/<1g) 
Mag.Mat. <2mm (***/<1g) 

7 99/05 
Hearth/ 
Furnace 30 *** 10 ** 1 

Quercus (8) [RW:2, RC:4]            Indet. 
(2) [D:2, RC:1]             

Ind.Mat. (**/3g) B.Clay (**/29g) Pot 
(**/16g) Mag.Mat. <2mm (****/12g) 
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8 99/011 
Hearth/ 
Furnace 10 **** 85 **** 7 

Quercus (9) [D:1, RC:4, RW:2] 
Castanea/ Quercus (1) [V:1, RC:1]             

B.Clay (**/25g) Ind.Mat. (*/1g) Mag.Mat. 
>2mm (**/4g)             Mag.Mat. <2mm 
(****/11g) 

9 109/005 Pit 30 *** 25 *** 4 
Quercus (7) [RW:1, PDS:1, V:1] Indet. 
(3) [D:3]             

Ind.Mat. (*/1g)                              
Mag.Mat. <2mm (**/<1g)  

10 27/007 Pit 40 **** 86 *** 5 

Quercus (4) [RW:1, RC:2, PDS:1]  cf. 
Quercus (1) [V:1, RC:1]            Indet. 
(3) [D:2, V:2, RC:3]             

Stone (**/13g) FCF (**/20g)                 Pot 
(***/115g) Ind.Mat. (**/4g) Mag.Mat. 
>2mm (***/10g)               Mag.Mat. <2mm 
(****/3g) 

11 96/018 Pit 40 ** 2 ** 3       **** 229     
Mag.Mat. >2mm (**/<1g)                 
Mag.Mat. <2mm (**/<1g) 

 
Key:   V = vitrified, RC = radial cracks, D = distorted, RW = roundwood, PDS = post-depositional sediment, KW = knotwood 
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Table 62: Flot quantification (* = 1-10, ** = 11-50, *** = 51-250, **** = >250) 
 

S
a
m

p
le

 N
u

m
b

e
r 

C
o

n
te

x
t 

W
e
ig

h
t 

(g
) 

F
lo

t 
v
o

lu
m

e
 (

m
l)

 

U
n

c
h

a
rr

e
d

 (
%

) 

S
e
d

im
e
n

t 
(%

) 

S
e
e
d

s
 u

n
c
h

a
rr

e
d

 

C
h

a
rc

o
a

l 
>

4
m

m
 

C
h

a
rc

o
a

l 
<

4
m

m
  

C
h

a
rc

o
a

l 
<

2
m

m
 

W
e
e
d

 s
e
e
d

s
 c

h
a

rr
e
d

 

Id
e
n

ti
fi

c
a
ti

o
n

s
 

P
re

s
e

rv
a
ti

o
n

 

O
th

e
r 

b
o

ta
n

ic
a
l 

c
h

a
rr

e
d

 

Id
e
n

ti
fi

c
a
ti

o
n

s
 

P
re

s
e

rv
a
ti

o
n

 

In
s
e
c
ts

, 
F

ly
 P

u
p

a
e
 e

tc
. 

L
a
n

d
 S

n
a
il

 S
h

e
ll
s

 

N
o

te
s

 

1 12/007 6 40 90 1 Rubus sp.**   * ***       * 

R.fruticosas-type 
Senecio vulgaris 
Brassica sp. 
P.spinosa-type +++ *   Blue flecks 

2 7/010 2 20 95         **                   

3 33/004 7 25 70 5 
T.aestivum rachis* 
Culm node* * ** *** * 

Rumex acetosella 
Chenopodiaceae ++         *   

4 101/004 10 100 99   Sambucus sp.*     * * 
Plantago 
lanceolata +++ * Montia fontana  +++ *     

5 4/004 <1 5 99         *                   
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6 4/012 <1 5 99         *                   

7 99/05 16 55 80 5   ** *** ****       * Montia fontana +++       

8 99/011 5 30 40 5   * *** ****   Rumex sp.             Cenococcum *** 

9 109/005 <1 <5 90         **             ** *   

10 27/007 <1 5 99   Carex sp. *     * * Atriplex sp. +++ * Brassica sp.    +++ *     

11 96/018 <1 <5 90 10                         Cenococcum **** 

 



Archaeology South-East 

Eval: Chilmington Green Lane, Ashford, Kent 
ASE Report No: 2017017 

 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
72 

7.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
7.1 Overview of stratigraphic sequence 
 

Natural Geology 
 
7.1.1 The underlying geology exposed within the evaluation trenches conformed to 

the British Geological Survey data for the site, comprised for the most part of 
weald clay deposits with mudstone and ironstone inclusions in the central and 
western part of the site and Hythe formation of sands, sandstones and silts in 
the east. These geological deposits were exposed at a depth of between 40m 
and 62.8m AOD, being deepest to the south, to the south of Mock Lane, and 
shallowest to the north-east on the Greenstone ridge. These deposits were 
heavily impacted upon by ploughing, across the site, with the heaviest impact 
likely being on the crest of the sandstone ridge. 

 
Archaeological features 
 

7.1.2 A large number of archaeological features were identified. The earliest 
evidence for human activity encountered comprised finds of Late 
Mesolithic/Early Neolithic struck flint, however, none of this lithic material was 
found in in situ, but as residual material in later features and subsoil deposits 
across the site. 

 
7.1.3 The earliest cut features identified comprised a number of substantial pits of 

Middle Bronze Age/ Late Bronze Age/ earliest Iron Age date, located north of 
Mock Lane, in the eastern part of the site. 

 
7.1.4 Middle/ Late Iron Age activity appeared to be concentrated in the north-

central part of the site, adjacent to the base of the Greenstone ridge, as well 
as Trench 61, on the downslope of the ridge itself, and in the eastern part of 
the site, north of Mock Lane, where Middle/ Late Bronze Age activity was 
also identified. 

 
7.1.5 Features of Late Iron Age/ early Roman date were clustered in two areas; a 

widely scattered northern group, to the south of the Greenstone ridge, and an 
area of denser activity in the southern part of the site, north of the presumed 
Roman road aligned with Chilmington Green Road. 

 
7.1.6 The earliest post-Roman activity at the site appears to be of the late 12th to 

mid-13th century and focussed in the areas of Trenches 33 and 53. Activity 
continued into the high medieval period extending up until c.1350. Late 
medieval activity, from the mid-15th to early 16th centuries, appears to have 
been focused on the south-west part of the site, immediately west of 
Chilmington Green Road, where the south-eastern corner of a possible 
enclosure was identified in Trench 104. 

 
7.17 Much of the medieval activity within the site consisted of the laying-out of field 

systems, represented by boundary ditches, many of which were maintained 
into the post-medieval period, with some of these field divisions surviving into 
the late 20th century. A number of hollows identified in the south-western part 
of the site, some of which were depicted as ponds on historic maps, 
appeared to have had medieval origins and to have undergone in-filling from 
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the 17th to the 20th centuries. 
 

Subsoil 
 
7.1.6 The geological substrate on the lower slope of the Greenstone ridge, at the 

north-eastern end of the site, was overlain by a deposit of colluvium, which 
measured up to 0.60m in thickness. 

 
7.1.7 Across the majority of the site the geological substrate, and the 

archaeological features, which impacted upon it, were directly overlain by 
topsoil. However, in the south-western and north-eastern areas, deposits of 
mixed heavy clay and clay silt were present below the topsoil, which clearly 
originated through repeated heavy ploughing. This plough soil layer varied 
between 0.07m to 0.40m in thickness. Anthropogenic material of prehistoric 
to modern date was retrieved from this layer.  

 
Topsoil 

 
7.1.7 A layer of very loose, poorly humified, clay silt was present across the site. 

This deposit measured between 0.1m- 0.47m in thickness, occurring at a 
height of between 40.6m – 63.16m AOD. 

 
7.2 Deposit survival and existing impacts  
 
7.2.1 Plough scars were present in almost all trenches across the site, and a thick 

plough soil layer was recorded in many trenches. This ploughing activity had 
clearly truncated many of the identified archaeological deposits, and it is likely 
that in certain areas which appeared to be devoid of archaeological deposits, 
this may have been due to plough truncation as opposed to an absence of 
earlier activity. Despite this intensive ploughing, there is still significant 
archaeological deposit survival.  

 
7.3 Discussion of archaeological remains by period 
 

Early Prehistoric 
 
7.3.1 The evaluation produced a small assemblage of struck flints, which provide 

evidence for Mesolithic to Neolithic activity in the vicinity of the site. However, 
no large concentrations were found, and the material all appeared to be 
residual in later contexts. Given the large number of trenches excavated this 
material suggests only dispersed, probably transient, activity during the early 
prehistoric period. 

 
Middle Bronze Age/ Late Bronze Age-Early Iron Age 

 
7.3.2 The earliest dated cut features on site comprised the cluster of steep-sided 

pits identified in Trench 27 and the isolated pit in Trench 93, in the eastern 
part of the site, north of Mock Lane. These features were dated on the basis 
of diagnostic pottery groups of the Post Deverel-Rimbury (PDR) tradition 
(c.1150-600BC) and flint and grog-tempered fabrics broadly attributable to 
the earliest Iron Age date (c.800-600BC).  

 
7.3.3 This activity is mirrored at the adjacent Brisley Farm site, where pits of 
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Middle/ Late Bronze Age date comprised the earliest, securely dated 
features, with more substantive occupation evidence, in the form of long 
gullies and pits, appearing in the Late Bronze Age/ earliest Iron Age. It is 
possible that some of the smaller, undated, linear features identified during 
this phase of evaluation may also be elements of early field divisions from the 
same period. 

 
Middle/Late Iron Age 

 
7.3.4 Definite evidence of enclosure construction on-site begins in this period, 

where a number of features produced pottery assemblages comparable to 
material from the Middle/Late Iron Age phase at Brisley Farm, which has 
been dated to c.100 BC. This evidence includes the intercutting ditch termini 
recorded in Trench 54, which appears to constitute the repeated 
reinstatement of an enclosure.  

 
7.3.5 The later of the two ditches recorded in Trench 61 on the downslope of the 

Greensand ridge may be assigned to this period, and therefore the earlier 
ditch too is of Iron Age or earlier date. These ditches likely relate to 
geophysical anomalies identified in this area during a previous survey 
(Wessex 2011) and may be associated with an Iron Age defended 
settlement, postulated to lie within Colemans’ Kitchen Wood (Wessex 
Archaeology 2010). Although no archaeological features were identified 
further up slope, in the area presumably enclosed by this ditch, it has already 
been noted that any deposits at the top of the ridge would likely have been 
subject to intense plough truncation.  

 
7.3.6 One of the pits from Trench 27 appeared to belong to this period also, raising 

the possibility that the later Bronze Age and earliest Iron Age activity in this 
area may have continued throughout the Iron Age, although evidence in the 
wider environs of the site suggests an apparent lack of occupation from c.700 
- c.100 BC. 

 
Late Iron Age/Early Roman 

 
7.3.7 A large number of cut features identified across the site dated to the latest 

Iron Age/ early Roman period, from the mid-1st to earlier 2nd century, with 
some evidence for activity extending beyond c.AD120. Evidence for this 
period appeared to be clustered in two groups; a scatter of gullies south-west 
of the Greenstone ridge, and a denser area of settlement evidence focused 
on the southern part of the site, north of the postulated Roman road aligned 
with Chilmington Green Road. 

 
7.3.8 A broad ditch, the upper fill of which contained a large assemblage of post-

conquest pottery fabrics, was recorded abutting a well-compacted clay 
deposit in Trench 22. These features were aligned with a linear band of 
geophysical anomalies, identified running between Chilmington Green Road, 
at Orchard House, and an area of geophysical anomalies suggestive of 
occupation, west of Netter’s Farm (Wessex Archaeology 2010). It seems 
highly likely that these features in Trench 22 represent the truncated remains 
of the northern agger and flanking ditch of a section of Roman road, leading 
between the settlement at Netter’s Farm and the ‘main’ Roman Road 
coterminous with Chilmington Green Road.  
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7.3.9 A number of ditches, pits, postholes and a hearth were recorded to north of 

the Roman road, in Trenches 1, 22, 97, 99 and 100. These features, 
examined in tandem with the results of the earlier Wessex evaluation 
(Wessex 2011), which overlaps to some extent with the current evaluation 
area, strongly suggest that a roadside settlement of 1st/ early 2nd century date 
was located in this part of the site. Based on the recovered pottery 
assemblage it seems likely that Romano-British activity on the site ceased 
shortly after c.AD 120. 

 
Medieval 

  
7.3.10 The earliest evidence for post-Roman activity uncovered in this evaluation 

was centred on the north-central part of the site, in Trenches 33 and 53; here 
a series of boundary ditches were recorded, which were dated on ceramic 
evidence to the late 12th/ early 13th century. This parallels the sequence of 
medieval activity recorded at Brisley Farm, where a phase of late 12th/ early 
13th century woodland clearance and field enclosure establishment preceded 
the main phase of settlement in the later 13th/ early 14th century.  

 
7.3.8 While features dated to the later 13th to mid-14th century were recorded in 

Trenches 28 and 96 in the eastern part of the site, the majority of the high 
medieval pottery and tile assemblages were recovered from the south-
western area, in Trenches 1, 3 and 99. This suggests that, despite the lack of 
settlement evidence from the later Roman and early medieval periods, the 
Roman route way continued to be a focus for settlement.  

 
7.3.9 A number of large hollows were recorded in the south-western part of the 

site. Some of these, in Trenches 1 and 104, are depicted, incorporated into 
field boundaries, on the 1840 Tithe map and subsequent OS mapping up 
until the 1960s, indicating that these features were still partially open into the 
modern period. However, 13th – 14th century pottery recovered from the basal 
silt deposits within the large hollows in Trench 1, suggests that at least some 
of these features may have been excavated in this period, perhaps as 
watering holes for livestock, or alternatively, as clay extraction pits.   

 
7.3.10 The recovered pottery assemblage suggests that activity in the late medieval 

period clearly occurred in the later 14th and 15th centuries, albeit on a reduced 
level. At least some of the field enclosures established in the late 12th/ early 
13th centuries continued in use into the 1980s, suggesting that these field 
systems were maintained throughout the later medieval and post-medieval. 

 
7.3.11 A ditch recorded in Trench 104, which produced exclusively late medieval 

pottery, of the mid-15th to early 16th centuries, may have formed the south-
east corner of a rectangular or square enclosure. This was sited parallel to 
the old Roman route way, re-emphasising the continued importance of this 
feature in the landscape throughout the historical period.  

 
Post Medieval 

 
7.3.9 Direct evidence for the continued maintenance of medieval field systems into 

the post-medieval period was identified in Trenches 94 and 33, where post-
medieval recuts of medieval ditches were recorded. The continuations of 
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these post-medieval ditches were recorded in other trenches, where no direct 
evidence of earlier medieval antecedents were recorded; however, it seems 
likely that the entire boundary would have been of medieval origin and was 
simply entirely recut across much of the site. 

 
7.3.10 In-filling of the medieval hollows at the south-western part of the site, in 

Trenches 1, 103 and 104, appears, on artefactual evidence, to have begun in 
the 17th century; however, those in Trenches 1 and 104 must have been at 
least partially open into the 1970’s, after which point they no longer appear 
on the Ordnance Survey map. 
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7.4 Consideration of research aims  
 
7.4.1 The evaluation has largely succeeded in addressing the general aims of the 

evaluation as outlined in the WSI (ASE 2016): 
 

 To assess the character, extent, preservation, significance, date and quality 
of any remains and deposits: 

 

 The presence of archaeological deposits of Middle Bronze Age to post-
medieval date has been confirmed within the site 

 

 To assess how they might be affected by the development of the site: 
 

 These deposits are generally very shallow and located at a depth of less 
than 0.50m below the current topsoil surface, and would be destroyed by 
any ground reduction associated with building construction and the 
excavation of services 

 

 To establish the extent to which previous groundworks and/or other 
processes have affected archaeological deposits at the site: 

 

 The evaluation has demonstrated that modern agricultural practices, in 
the form of ploughing, has caused significant truncation to sub-surface 
horizons; however, there is still significant survival of archaeological 
deposits across the site 

 

 To assess what options should be considered for mitigation: 
 

 The evaluation has established the presence, extent and date of 
archaeological deposits on site which will enable an informed decision to 
be made concerning the site’s archaeological potential. 

 
7.4.2 The evaluation has also largely succeeded in addressing the site specific 

aims of the evaluation as outlined in the WSI (ASE 2016): 
 

 Does the Brisley Farm settlement extend into the current development area? 
 

 The evaluation did not produce any evidence to suggest that the Brisley 
Farm settlement itself was contiguous with the settlement evidence for 
Chilmington Green; however, the pattern of occupation appears to be 
similar. Both sites show evidence for later Bronze Age/ earliest Iron Age 
activity, with a possible hiatus in occupation until c.100 BC. An 
intensification of activity at the end of the Late Iron Age is recorded at 
both sites, which appears to be focussed on route ways that were later 
formalised as roads in the Roman period. Settlement activity decreases 
on both sites after the 2nd century, although perhaps somewhat earlier at 
Brisley Farm, and, after a presumed period of abandonment, land 
clearance and the establishment of field boundaries begins again from 
the late 12th/ early 13th centuries. 
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 Is the nature of the archaeology domestic, agricultural or ritual / funerary? 
 

 The results of the evaluation suggest that the bulk of activity on site for 
most periods was agricultural in nature, with a large number of ditches 
identified, which probably represent field boundaries and stock 
enclosures. Settlement activity is suggested for the Late Iron Age/ early 
Roman and late medieval periods in the area west of the long-lived route 
way at the south-west of the site. While small amounts of burnt bone 
were recovered from postholes in the vicinity of the main area of Late 
Iron Age/ Roman occupation, these could not be demonstrated to relate 
to funerary activity. 

 

 Is there any evidence for Roman settlement/activity in the area north of Mock 
Lane? 

 

 The evaluation has demonstrated that there is significant evidence for 
early Roman settlement north of Mock Lane. 

 
7.4.3 In addition, the evaluation has confirmed that the site has the potential to 

address the specific research aims derived from the South-East Research 
Framework (SERF) and the results of the Brisley Farm excavations 
Stevenson (2013b): 
 

 The evolution of settlement in the later prehistoric period (SERF Research 

Agenda: Middle Bronze Age/Iron Age): 
 

 The evaluation has identified a number of features which appear to span 
the Middle/ Late Bronze Age to the earliest Iron Age; although it is 
unclear, as yet, what the precise function of these features was, they do 
indicate settlement on the site in this period.  

 

 The transition to the Late Iron Age (SERF Research Agenda: Middle Bronze 

Age/Iron Age): 
 

 A small number of deposits of Middle/Late Iron Age date were identified. 
These likely date to c.100 BC and there was no evidence of an overlap 
with the Middle Bronze Age-earliest Iron Age activity.  
 

 This apparent hiatus is reflected elsewhere in the surrounding landscape 
notably at Brisley Farm and Beechbrook Wood (Brady 2006). 

 

 The function and character of Late Bronze Age and Iron Age buildings 

(Stevenson, 2013b, 382): 
 

 No direct evidence for later prehistoric buildings was identified during the 
evaluation, however, it is possible that some of the undated postholes 
and gullies may be elements of such structures. 
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 The role of rural settlement in the Roman period (SERF Research Agenda: 

Roman period): 
 

 There was clear evidence for an intensification of activity in the latest 
Iron Age/ early Roman period, with the majority of activity focussed on 
the routeway at the south-west of the site. This activity is, again, 
reflected at Brisley Farm, (see below), and a series of contemporaneous 
settlements recorded east of the site; Park Farm East, Westhawk Farm, 
Magpie Hall Road, Stubbs Cross, Foster Road, Boys Hall, Blind Lane, 
Orbital Park and Waterbrook Park. 

 

 Analysis of the pottery assemblage suggests that this intensification may 
have begun in the immediate pre-conquest period, and that the latest 
Iron Age activity on site transitioned organically into the early Roman 
period. However, the precise nature of the settlement in this period is, as 
yet, unclear. Further investigation of the site is needed in order to define 
the nature of this settlement. 

 

 Land re-organisation in the Roman period (Stevenson, 2013b, 382): 
 

 Analysis of the ceramic assemblages indicates that the main period of 
early Roman settlement may have been in the immediate post-conquest 
era. This suggests that settlement may have decreased on site from the 
2nd century onwards. The pottery assemblage does suggest that this 
decline may have been slightly later than at the adjacent Brisley Farm 
site. However, further investigation is needed to confirm this and 
establish why this might be. 

 

 Iron Age religious and sacred use of the site (Stevenson, 2013b, 382): 
 

 Belief and ritual in the Roman period (SERF Research Agenda: Roman 
period): 

 

 No clear evidence of sacral activity during the Iron Age or Roman 
periods was uncovered during the evaluation.  

 

 Funerary practice in the Roman period (SERF Research Agenda: Roman 

period): 
 

 While tiny amounts of burnt bone were recovered from postholes 
adjacent to the main area of Late Iron Age/ early Roman settlement, 
these were too small for identification and may therefore have been non-
human; it is as likely that these were deposited as a result of domestic 
cooking or industrial processes, as opposed to being funerary deposits. 
Further investigation of the site is needed to confirm the presence or 
absence of any such practice.  
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 Communications - main road network (SERF Research Agenda: Roman 
period): 

 

 As noted above, there is an intensification of activity on the site in the 
latest Iron Age, which may date to the immediate pre-conquest period. 
This activity was focused on the north-west-south-east ‘Roman’ route 
way, which is incorporated by the current Chilmington Green Road. 
However, if this settlement does indeed have its origin in the immediate 
pre-Roman period then it is clear that the route way it is associated with 
must also have a late prehistoric origin. This situation is paralleled at 
Brisley Farm, where an axial space was aligned between the Greensand 
ridge and the future location of Westhawk Farm, to the east. This route 
way was formalised in the Roman period and developed into a road 
connecting Westhawk with the former settlement at Brisley (Stevenson 
(2013b). 

 
 Further on-site investigation and refinement of the dating evidence for 

the settlement at Chilmington Green should help clarify the relationship 
between this settlement and the wider system of Roman communication 
in the surrounding landscape. 

 
7.5 Updated Research Agenda 
 
7.5.1 In addition to those original research questions posed above, some of which 

still require further clarification, the evaluation has identified the following 
potential research areas:  

 
7.5.2 The earliest evidence for occupation on-site was a number of 

morphologically similar pits, dated on pottery evidence to the Middle/ Late 
Bronze Age, which were identified in a relatively concentrated area; 
however, the function of these features was unclear. These pits appeared to 
be of broadly contemporary date to the earliest evidence of land clearance 
and the establishment of field enclosures in the adjacent site at Brisley 
Farm. Further investigation and analysis is required in order to understand 
the nature of the Bronze Age occupation at Chilmington Green and its 
relationship to the agricultural activity at Brisley Farm, therefore; 

 

 How does the Middle/ Late Bronze Age activity at Chilmington Green relate 
to that identified at the Brisley Farm and in the wider environment? 

 
7.5.3 Analysis of the recovered pottery and CBM assemblages from the Late Iron 

Age and early Roman period at Chilmington Green shows that the 
occupation of this site overlaps with the settlement at Brisley Farm and the 
earliest phase of activity at the Romano-British site of Westhawk Farm, 
further to the east. However, initial quantification of the Chilmington Green 
assemblages suggests that while the earliest Late Iron Age/ early Roman 
deposits may be of pre-conquest date, a proportionally larger amount of 
post-conquest fabrics may be present here than at Brisley Farm, suggesting 
that occupation at Chilmington Green may have intensified in the same 
period that Brisley Farm was in decline. The site at Chilmington Green did 
not however appear to extend much beyond the 2nd century, unlike at 
Westhawk Farm where occupation flourished until mid-3rd century. This may 
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suggest that the industrial centre at Westhawk Farm became a new 
settlement focus for the population at Brisley Farm from the outset, but that 
the Chilmington Green site continued, briefly, as an outlying settlement. 
Further research is needed to help to identify the nature of settlement at 
Chilmington Green and refine its chronology in order to understand its inter-
relatedness with these sites, therefore;    

 

 How does the site at Chilmington Green relate functionally and temporally to 
the adjacent Late Iron Age site at Brisley Farm, and the Romano-British 
settlement at Westhawk? 

 
7.6 Conclusions 
 
7.6.1 The evaluation has succeeded in identifying a series of prehistoric phases 

across the site, encompassing evidence of limited Late Mesolithic/ Early 
Neolithic transient activity, and evidence of occupation of an undefined 
nature in the Middle/ Late Bronze Age and Middle/ Late Iron Age periods, 
with an apparent hiatus in the Early Iron Age, lasting until c.100 BC. 

 
7.6.2 Evidence for Late Iron Age/ early Roman settlement was identified across 

the site, with the main focus of this settlement centered on the south-
western part of the site, north and west of a Roman road. A section of a 
possible Roman road was also recorded, extending between this main route 
way and a possible enclosure west of Netter’s Farm, identified by a previous 
geophysical survey (Wessex Archaeology 2010).  

 
7.6.3 Initial analysis of the pottery and CBM assemblages suggest that this 

settlement, and perhaps the establishment of the route way itself, may date 
from the immediate pre-conquest period, but with that the main phase of 
settlement dates to the late 1st to early 2nd centuries AD. 

 
7.6.4 This sequence of prehistoric and early Roman activity broadly parallels that 

recorded at the site of Brisley Farm, to the east, but while occupation 
evidence at that site is strongest for the immediate pre-conquest period and 
lighter in the later 1st century/ early 2nd century, the reverse seems to be the 
case at Chilmington Green. 

 
7.6.5 In addition, the evaluation identified field systems of medieval date, with 

evidence that these were maintained into the modern era. A possible late 
medieval enclosure, perhaps enclosing a farmstead, was also identified 
alongside the line of the former Roman road. 

 
7.6.6 The evaluation has established that recent agricultural activity has had a 

considerable impact on sub-surface horizons but that despite this, the 
potential for deposit survival is strong across the site. 
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of prehistoric phases across the site, encompassing evidence of 
limited Late Mesolithic/ Early Neolithic transient activity, and evidence 
of occupation of an undefined nature in the Middle/ Late Bronze Age 
and Middle/ Late Iron Age periods, with an apparent hiatus in the Early 
Iron Age. Evidence for Late Iron Age/ early Roman settlement was 
identified across the site, with the main focus of this settlement 
centred on the south-western part of the site, north and west of a 
Roman road, coterminous with the extant Chilmington Green Road. A 
possible section of Roman road was also recorded between 
Chilmington Green Road and a possible enclosure west of Netter's 
Farm, identified by a previous geophysical survey. In addition, the 
evaluation identified field systems of medieval date, with evidence that 
these were maintained into the modern era. A possible late medieval 
enclosure, perhaps enclosing a farmstead, was also identified 
alongside the line of the former Roman road.  
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Appendix 3: Archaeologically negative trenches: list of recorded contexts 
 

Trench Context Type Interpretation Depth Height  
m AOD 

T2 2/001 Layer Topsoil 0.16-0.29 42.98-43.72 

T2 2/002 Layer Subsoil 0.08-0.15 42.88–43.64 

T2 2/003 Layer Natural 0 42.62–43.28 

T8 8/001 Layer Topsoil 0.19-0.3 42.98-43.31 

T8 8/002 Layer Subsoil 0.06-0.18 42.78-43 

T8 8/003 Layer Natural 0 42.71-42.98 

T9 9/001 Layer Topsoil 0.27-0.42 43.63-43.97 

T9 9/002 Layer Natural 0 43.33-43.55 

T11 11/001 Layer Topsoil 0.12-0.18 43.94-44.31 

T11 11/002 Layer Subsoil 0.15-0.23 43.82-44.13 

T11 11/003 Layer Natural 0 43.66-43.93 

T13 13/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.33 45-45.19 

T13 13/002 Layer Natural 0 44.71-44.83 

T15 15/001 Layer Topsoil 0.27-0.32 46.04-46.64 

T15 15/002 Layer Natural 0 45.72-46.29 

T16 16/001 Layer Topsoil 0.32-0.35 44.9-44.96 

T16 16/002 Layer Natural 0 44.55-44.61 

T17 17/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.4 45.33-45.36 

T17 17/002 Layer Natural 0 45-45.06 

T19 19/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.35 43.96-44.3 

T19 19/002 Layer Natural 0 43.31-43.95 

T20 20/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.35 44.67-45.19 

T20 20/002 Layer Natural 0 44.32-44.89 

T21 21/001 Layer Topsoil 0.35 44.7 

T21 21/002 Layer Natural 0 44.35 

T24 24/001 Layer Topsoil 0.14-0.22 44.48-44.56 

T24 24/002 Layer Subsoil 0.12-0.23 44.36 

T24 24/003 Layer Natural 0 44.12-44.18 

T25 25/001 Layer Topsoil 0.26-0.3 44.32-44.45 

T25 25/002 Layer Subsoil 0.1-0.2 44.25 

T25 25/003 Layer Natural 0 43.74-43.93 

T26 26/001 Layer Topsoil 0.25-0.3 45.15-45.77 

T26 26/002 Layer Subsoil 0.15-0.2 44.85-45.5 

T26 26/003 Layer Natural 0 44.7-45.33 

T29 29/001 Layer Topsoil 0.27-0.36 44.72-44.9 

T29 29/002 Layer Natural 0 44.42-44.59 

T30 30/001 Layer Topsoil 0.29-0.32 45.9 

T30 30/002 Layer Natural 0 45.45-45.62 
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Trench Context Type Interpretation Depth Height  
m AOD 

T35 35/001 Layer Topsoil 0.35-0.38 46.38-46.78 

T35 35/002 Layer Natural 0 46-46.4 

T37 37/001 Layer Topsoil 0.22-0.24 50.4-51.43 

T37 37/002 Layer Natural 0 50.12-51.1 

T38 38/001 Layer Topsoil 0.2-0.3 51.64-52.37 

T38 38/002 Layer Natural 0 51.42-51.98 

T39 39/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.33 45.62-45.84 

T39 39/002 Layer Natural 0 45.24-45.48 

T40 40/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.35 46.35-46.47 

T40 40/002 Layer Natural 0 46-46.12 

T42 42/001 Layer Topsoil 0.34 47.34 

T42 42/002 Layer Natural 0 47 

T43 43/001 Layer Topsoil 0.22-0.3 48.3-48.55 

T43 43/002 Layer Natural 0 48-48.23 

T44 44/001 Layer Topsoil 0.18-0.25 50.6-51 

T44 44/002 Layer Natural 0 49.83-50.25 

T45 45/001 Layer Topsoil 0.23-0.3 52.12-52.64 

T45 45/002 Layer Natural 0 51.88-52.3 

T48 48/001 Layer Topsoil 0.23-0.28 48 

T48 48/002 Layer Natural 0 47.72-47.77 

T49 49/001 Layer Topsoil 0.20 48.58-49.15 

T49 49/002 Layer Natural 0 48.35-48.76 

T50 50/001 Layer Topsoil 0.24 50.56-51.04 

T50 50/002 Layer Natural 0 50.29-50.71 

T51 51/001 Layer Topsoil 0.36-0.4 49.36-49.4 

T51 51/002 Layer Natural 0 49 

T55 55/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.37 49.5-50.27 

T55 55/002 Layer Natural 0 49.26-49.87 

T56 56/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.35 52.1-52.68 

T56 56/002 Layer Natural 0 51.87-52.3 

T57 57/001 Layer Topsoil 0.17-0.25 48.22-48.81 

T57 57/002 Layer Natural 0 47.88-48.48 

T59 59/001 Layer Topsoil 0.35 52.41 

T59 59/002 Layer Subsoil 0.25 52.16 

T59 59/003 Layer Natural 0 51.81 

T60 60/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.35 52.77-53.47 

T60 60/002 Layer Subsoil 0.14 52.47-53.12 

T60 60/003 Layer Natural 0 52.32-52.98 

T62 62/001 Layer Topsoil 0.27-0.32 61.1-62 

T62 62/002 Layer Natural 0 60.78-61.83 

T63 63/001 Layer Topsoil 0.35 56.49 
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Trench Context Type Interpretation Depth Height  
m AOD 

T63 63/002 Layer Subsoil 0.25 55.94 

T63 63/003 Layer Natural 0 55.34 

T64 64/001 Layer Topsoil 0.27-0.33 60.63-62.13 

T64 64/002 Layer Natural 0 60.35-61.86 

T65 65/001 Layer Topsoil 0.25-0.3 62.75-62.78 

T65 65/002 Layer Natural 0 62.45-62.48 

T66 66/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 56.41 

T66 66/002 Layer Subsoil 0.2 56.1 

T66 66/003 Layer Natural 0 55.9 

T67 67/001 Layer Topsoil 0.38 58.84 

T67 67/002 Layer Subsoil 0.12 58.46 

T67 67/003 Layer Natural 0 58.34 

T68 68/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 55-55.78 

T68 68/002 Layer Subsoil 0.15-0.2 54.7-55.48 

T68 68/003 Layer Colluvium 0.45 55.33 

T68 68/004 Layer Natural 0 54.71-55.32 

T69 69/001 Layer Topsoil 0.26-0.31 61-63.16 

T69 69/002 Layer Subsoil 0.2 60.7 

T69 69/003 Layer Natural 0 60.5-62.85 

T70 70/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.35 46.38-47.12 

T70 70/002 Layer Natural 0 46.08-46.77 

T71 71/001 Layer Topsoil 0.35 45.5 

T71 71/002 Layer Natural 0 45.15 

T72 72/001 Layer Topsoil 0.25-0.35 46 

T72 72/003 Layer Natural 0 45.65-45.75 

T73 73/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 46 

T73 73/002 Layer Natural 0 45.7 

T74 74/001 Layer Topsoil 0.31 45.34 

T74 74/002 Layer Natural 0 45.03 

T76 76/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 45.82 

T76 76/002 Layer Natural 0 45.59 

T77 77/001 Layer Topsoil 0.2-0.3 46.08 

T77 77/002 Layer Natural 0 45.85 

T81 81/001 Layer Topsoil 0.22-0.26 47.85-48.09 

T81 81/002 Layer Natural 0 47.58-47.8 

T82 82/001 Layer Topsoil 0.25-0.28 47.8-48.15 

T82 82/002 Layer Natural 0 47.5-47.8 

T84 84/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.32 48.4-49 

T84 84/002 Layer Natural 0 48.1-48.6 

T85 85/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 48.72-48.97 

T85 85/002 Layer Natural 0 48.35-48.6 
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Trench Context Type Interpretation Depth Height  
m AOD 

T88 88/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 46.06-46.7 

T88 88/002 Layer Natural 0 45.8-46.35 

T90 90/001 Layer Topsoil 0.25-0.35 48.97-49.35 

T90 90/002 Layer Natural 0 48.63-48.97 

T91 91/001 Layer Topsoil 0.28-0.34 49.65-49.93 

T91 91/002 Layer Natural 0 49.28-49.53 

T98 98/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 40.62-40.96 

T98 98/002 Layer Natural 0 40.37-40.6 

T101 101/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3 44 

T101 101/002 Layer Subsoil 0.2 43.7 

T101 101/003 Layer Natural 0 43.5 

T111 111/001 Layer Topsoil 0.12-0.25 47.95-48.18 

T111 111/002 Layer Subsoil 0.12-0.2 47.78-47.93 

T111 111/003 Layer Natural 0 47.66-47.73 

T112 112/001 Layer Topsoil 0.20-0.32 45.66-46.6 

T112 112/002 Layer Subsoil 0.06-0.2 45.34-46.4 

T112 112/003 Layer Natural 0 45.14-46.34 

T113 113/001 Layer Topsoil 0.3-0.34 43.16-43.84 

T113 113/002 Layer Subsoil 0.08-0.12 42.82-43.54 

T113 113/003 Layer Natural 0 42.63-43.42 

 

 
  



Archaeology South-East 

Eval: Chilmington Green Lane, Ashford, Kent 
ASE Report No: 2017017 

 

© Archaeology South-East UCL 
92 

Appendix 4: Finds quantification 
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