
RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT 

A RoMAN CREMATION Bu:aIAL AT BRISHING C01mT, BouGRTON 
MONOHELSEA, NEAR MAIDSTONE 

In May, 1953, Mr. W. V. Skinner reported to the Maidstone Museum 
the discovery of a Roman cremation burial at Brishing Court, Boughton 
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Monchelsea, near Maidstone.1 The hill on the north side of the stream
at this point had been bull-dozed of topsoil and loam before the under
lying Kentish ra.gstone could be quarried, and the bull-dozer had 
removed all but the bottom of the burial pit, which was 18 inches in 
diameter. The following pottery vessels were recovered from the 
burial pi1 2 

: 

( 1) Fragments of a large cinerary urn.
(2) A " rough cast " beaker of white fabric covered with a black

slip. Of. Richborough III, types 300 and 301.
(3) A flagon of soft red fabric with a pronounced lip and scored

lines, probably incipient rings, around the neck.
(4) A dish of Samian ware, form Drag. 18, with the stamp U)

IVLIO. 0. Iuliccus was a potter of Lezoux working at the end
of the first century and the beginning of the second.

The burial, which may be dated to about A.D. 100, is undoubtedly 
to be connected with the building which was discovered in 1844 on the 
south bank of the stream, some 30 to 40 yards away.8 The burial also 
lies only a few yards south of the conjectured line of the Roman Road 
from Maidstone to Lympne, 4 but no trace of this road has come to light 
during the clearing of the topsoil in the area. 

ALAN WARHURST. 

1 O.S. 6 in. Kent Sheet, LII, N.E.-100 yards east of where the road, which 
runs past Brishing Court to Cock Street, crosses the stream, and 11 yards north 
of the stream. National Grid reference 7798.6155. 

2 Maidstone Museum accession number 68.1954. 
3 Maidstone Museum. Olement Tayl()r Smythe O()ll., Vol. V, pp. 86-96. 
4 1.D. Margary, Arch. Cant., LIX, pp. 34 and 36.
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