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RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT

THE ABBEY FARM VILLA TRAINING EXCAVATION

Introduction
The first phase of a training excavation organised by Kent Archaeolo-
gical Society and Thanet Archaeological Society took place at Abbey
Farm, Minster, Isle of Thanet, between 1st and 13th of September, 1996.
It was enabled by the permission of the landowner, Mr Jack Clifton, for
whose kindness and co-operation thanks are hereby extended by both
Societies. A second phase of excavation is planned for 1997, and sub-
sequent phases may be necessary.

The archaeological objective of the excavation was to examine the
east wing of a large Roman building. This had previously been identified
by aerial photography (RCHM 1979)1 presumably soon after plough
attrition had first caused the remains to exhibit a negative cropmark.
Investigatory trenching was carried out on the site in 1991 by Thanet
Archaeological Society members, and the degree attrition that i t  was
suffering was established as well as its general potential.

The Site Location
The site is located on an almost flat hill-top overlooking the village of
Minster at N.G.R. TR 31356463 and at an elevation of about 16.30 m.
O.D. The geology is that of measures of the Thanet Beds sands to an
unknown depth. Nearby in a narrow valley a spring emerges, feeding
medieval fish-ponds once belonging to Minster Abbey. To the south the
site would have commanded a panoramic view of the Wantsum Channel
separating Thanet from mainland Kent, with the Roman seashore only
about 500 m. away south below the building. The fortress of Rutupiae
on its island would have been in direct line of sight, as also on fine days
the cliffs of France. Northwards behind the building site the ground rises
to the chalk downland escarpment of Thane's central plateau. This ridge

I R.C.H.M., Negative number MIR 1661, frame 363.
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is also the course of Tounstretei, a prehistoric trackway. A 600 m. stretch
of the ancient road immediately north of the site is lined with Roman
cemeteries and iron-working sites'.

Excavation First Impressions
The aerial photograph taken in 1979 indicated a building on an east—
west axis, having wings extending south from each end, see Fig. 1.
Remains appeared to be present throughout an area of roughly 60 m (197
ft.) by 24 m. (79 ft.). The area of excavation in 1996 located the front
and back of the building extending north and south for 26 m. (85 ft.)
and the outer wall of the east wing from which remains were exposed
for 26 m. to the west, see Fig. 2. Taking the apsida1 northern extension
(Room 10) as a datum point, it becomes clear that the remains are rather
more extensive than as indicated in the photo, at least six tenths of the
building remaining to be examined.

As can be seen from the plan, a variety of materials were used to
construct foundation courses. There is also variation in the depths to
which these were cut, and terracing is evident. While it would be prema-
ture at this stage to draw firm conclusions, at least three phases of expan-
sion and modification to the building seem indicated, perhaps culminat-
ing in the insertion of the Room 5 foundation, possibly the stairwell and
load bearer for a tower or upper story.

The role and function of the complex constituted by Rooms 10 and
11 is at present enigmatic. Room 10, which has a stoke-hole and is
floored and lined with opus signinum, would appear to be an hypocaust
fed from Room 11, which has a floor of mortar at a lower level and a
back wall of mud bricks laid in mortar. The complex does not attach to
the main range of the building, and appears to have been demolished to
ground level before the east—west wall north of Room 7 was built. Most
of the finds of wall and floor mosaic and painted plaster were obtained
from layers of demolition material that have filled these rooms. I t  is
possible that the complex pre-dates all other remains, having formed part
of an earlier building. Equally, it may have been installed during a phase
of construction represented by the Room 5 foundation.

To summarise, initial results of excavation indicate the Abbey Farm
remains to be those of a fairly large and well appointed villa. At this
stage, no firm dating evidence has been obtained. Coins from the site
thus far exhibit a third/fourth century peak, but all are unstratified. On

Perkins, 'The Monkton Gas Pipeline, Phases I I I  and IV', Arch. Cant., cii
(1985) 47.
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1
About 60 metres

Fig. 1. The cropmark outline of the Abbey Farm Roman building reconstructed
from an aerial photograph. In the photograph the outline shows negative, bare

earth in a cereal crop.

the other hand, ceramics from the Rooms 10 and 11 fills appear to be of
mid second-century date, but may be residual material pre-dating con-
struction of those rooms.

Although the east wing foundations have been heavily plough-
damaged, the results of trenching in 1991 suggested a better state of
preservation to the west, with floors and hypocausts surviving under a
deeper overburden. This is encouraging with regard to the next phase of
excavation, and is supported by a  discovery o f  additional building
remains made during two weeks of further access to the site. These seem
to consist of a small building about seven metres square, situated about
forty metres west north west of Room 10. Trial trenching by Thanet
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(a)

Fig. 2. The Abbey Farm Training Excavation, Phase 1, 1996: Plan of all
exposed structures and foundations.

Society and Deal/Dover Group volunteers here revealed wall courses of
hard chalk, and an opus signinum floor framed by vertically set tiles. It
was cut by a sluice or flue with a tile base and sides and remains of a
half-round tile cover. Protection of these features is due to an overburden
of about 0.45 m., of which only the upper 0.30 in. is the modem plough
horizon.

For a number of reasons the least researched area of Thanet archae-
ology is the Romano-British period. Almost all settlement remains or
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cemeteries encountered in the island have been discovered by accident
duting development. The Thanet Sites and Monuments Register lists thir-
teen sites that appear from crop-mark form or chance trenching to be
villas. Apart from the Building at Ebbsfleee and Dr. Rowe's 'Tivoli
Villa' at Margate, discovered in 1923, both sampled, none have been
subject to scientific investigation. Full excavation of the Abbey Farm
building is bound to make a major contribution to understanding the
status and extent of Roman settlement in Thanet.

D.R.J. PERKINS

THE MEDIEVAL PARK AT KEMS1NG

A park at Kemsing is mentioned in documents of  the thirteenth and
sixteenth centuries and its approximate position, between the villages of
Kemsing, Seal and Otford, is indicated on maps of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. A road called Park Lane leads from Kemsing Vil-
lage to the south-west. The precise area and location of the park were
thought to be lost but, in fact, the Kemsing Tithe Map surveyed in 1839,
and the Ordnance Survey First Edition Six Inch Map of 1861-2 (see
Fig. 1) show a large part of the park boundary fossilised in the later
landscape.

In 1236, when Eleanor, Countess of Pembroke, held the manor of
Kemsing, dime of her men, Andrew le Scot, Osbert Gendun and Richard
of Werestam, apprehended some malefactors who had broken into the
park. In the ensuing fight a man was killed and the three were held
reponsible but the Countess petitioned for their pardon (Close Rolls
1234-7, 257).

The park may not have been very well wooded at this time; in 1233,
Countess Eleanor had been allowed 20 oaks from the forest of Tonbridge
for the repair of her house at Kemsing which had been damaged by fire
(Close Rolls 1231-4, 210). The location of this house is not known.

In 1530, Sir Thomas Boleyn granted to John Tebold 'a hundredths
and three score acres of land be it more or less called the Park of Seale
and Kemsing...' in exchange for lands elsewhere (British Museum 83.
H. 35). The boundaries mentioned in the indenture cannot be identified
with certainty, and it is possible that this parcel represents only part of
the land identified as Kemsing Park from the O.S. First Edition Map;

D.R.J. Perkins, 'Archaeological Evaluations at Ebbsfleet', Arch. Cant., cx (1992), 276.
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1 km

Fig. 3. Plan of the park at Kemsing redrawn and reduced from the Ordnance
Survey 1st edition map. Some minor details have been omitted.

this latter area is approximately 150 ha or 370 acres. Other documents
of the same period suggest that the park had already been broken up.

The park is shown on a number of early maps beginning with Symond-
son's in 1596, though this may be intended to show Kemsing Park com-
bined with Otford Great Park, or possibly Otford Great Park alone (for
Otford Great Park see Clark and Stoyel 1975, especially 104, 115, and
note on 122).

The park is not shown, however, on maps of the later eighteenth cen-
tury and it only with the coming of the Tithe Commission and Ordnance
Survey large-scale mapping in  the mid-nineteenth century that i t
reappears, albeit only as a distinctive semi-circle in the contemporary
pattern of enclosure hedges. Whether any of the pale survived recognis-
ably in 1861 is doubtful. The 0.S. surveyors showed no earthwork detail.
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The pale is marked by a track running northwards from Greatness Farm
(a on Fig. 1) and then by a stream course and a series of field boundaries
sweeping around in a broad arc to cross Childsbridge Lane (b), cutting
across the end of Park Lane, Kemsing (e), and ending near Penfold Farm
(d). The south boundary is not apparent, but its course may be marked
by two slightly meandering strips of woodland (e, e) to the north of Seal
village.

Since 1861, the removal of many field boundaries and the major dis-
turbances caused by the building of the railway (1874) and the M26
motorway (opened 1980) have erased the line of the park pale almost
entirely from modern maps. A brief field investigation of the most readily
accessible parts of the boundary in 1994-95 revealed that little, i f  any,
trace of the park pale can now be seen. However, a few fragments sur-
vive:

N.G.R. TQ 5360 5722 to TQ 5422 5824: a track, stream and field
boundaries running between Greatness Farm and Sevenoaks Brickworks
(f), and thence to the M26 cutting. To the north of Greatness Farm at
N.G.R. TQ 5364 5757 on the west side of the present track, is a low
bank some 5 m. wide and 0.50-0.70 m. high, surviving for a length of
approximately 40 m. (g). This might be a fragment of the park pale but
in this area, which has been so substantially disturbed by quarrying and
the dumping of quarry waste, it is impossible to be certain from surface
investigation alone. This track running north from Greatness presumably
marked a common boundary between Kemsing Park and Otford Great
Park.

N.G.R. TQ 5498 5833 to TQ 5478 5836: an isolated length of hedge
(h), surviving perhaps because it runs along a substantial lynchet. The
hedges between here and the end of Park Lane (c) have only recently
been removed and their line can still be seen as a slight ridge.

N.G.R. TQ 5556 5732 to TQ 5542 5800: a hedge beginning near
Penfield Farm and running almost due north, forming the ends of proper-
ties on the west side of Greenlands Road (1) and turning slightly to the
west towards Park Lane. A number of large standard oaks survive on the
boundary to the west of Greenlands Road.

N.G.R. TQ 5504 5730: on the north side of the hedge (which is on a
substantial lynchet), and parallel to it, is a slight bank, 5 m.. wide and
0.20-0.30 m. high, extending for 30-40 m. (k). This could possibly be
part of the south boundary of the park. Further earthworks to the north
of this bank are probably later and are mostly drainage features.

The O.S. First Edition map shows nothing demonstrably earlier than
the park pale, with one possible exception. A concavity in its northern
circuit is formed by the southern boundary of a parcel of land occupying
a slight spur, centred at N.G.R. TQ 546 584 (m), intriguingly called
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`Banlcy Field' on the Tithe map. The west and south sides of this field
have been destroyed by works associated with the M26 and the whole is
now overgrown derelict land.
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MARK BOWDEN

HUMAN BONES FROM THE LOWER HOPE POINT, CUFFE

In the period between January—March 1996, seven human bones were
found on the foreshore at low tide at Lower Hope Point, Cliffe, N.G.R.
TQ 722794.

Since they were found on the surface there is no stratigraphy that
might help to date them precisely, and it can only be assumed that they
were deposited at this point by tidal action, washed in from some other
site possibly within this region for which there are many reports of
Roman and Saxon occupation, including cemeteries.' The collection con-
sists of 2 right tibiae, 2 left tibiae, 1 left radius, 1 right femur and 1 right
rib.

They were examined and the following report was written in the
sequence that the bones were found.

PHILLIP WOOLLARD

THE RIGHT TIBIAE

(1) Complete, although both metaphyses eroded post-mortem. By size,
apparently female. Epiphyseal line visible internally, suggests a young
adult. The bone is extremely heavy (240 gms.), this is probably due to
post-mortem clay infiltraticn. There is no evidence of pathology exter-
nally.
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(2) Complete except proximal end, distal metaphysis eroded post-
mortem.
Epiphyseal line visible internally, suggests a young adult. There is no
evidence of pathology externally.

RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES

Maximum length 318 mm.
Nutrient foramen a-p diameter 29.1 mm.
Nutrient foramen transverse diameter 22.4 mm.
Cnemic index 77.0
Stature 1 . 5 3 7 5  m. (5ft. On.)

Maximum length 326 mm.
Nutrient foramen a-p diameter 27.5 mm.
Nutrient foramen transverse diameter 19.0 mm.
Cnemic index 69.1
Stature 1 . 5 6 1  m. (5ft.

Nutrient foramen a-p diameter
Nutrient foramen transverse diameter
Cnemic index

A RIGHT FEMUR AND A LEFT TIBIA

30.6 rum.
23.5 mm.
76.8

The femur is complete except for its distal articulation. The head, as well
as the upper and mid-shaft, is eroded. Reticulate deposits (of marine
origin) are visible on the anterior aspect of the femoral neck. Slight
anterior-posterior bowing o f  the upper shaft (within the bounds o f
normality). The bone is quite robust but rather short, no definite sexing
criteria available.

The tibia is complete but has suffered erosion both proximally and
distally. Possibly female.

A RIGHT RIB AND A LEFT TIBIA

The rib is over half complete, missing its sternal portion. The head has
also been lost although the costo-transverse articular facet is preserved.
The rib is robust (male?) and displays a sharp angle.

The tibia is represented by a shaft, both articular surfaces have been
lost. It is probably female.
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Nutrient foramen a-p diameter 31.5 mm.
Nutrient foramen transverse diameter 23.0 mm.
Cnemic index 65.5

A LEFT RADIUS

Complete, although both extremities eroded post-mortem. By size, prob-
ably female. There is no evidence of pathology externally.

Maximum length 2 1 8  mm.
Stature 1 . 5 8 3  m. (5ft. 2.1in.)

The minimum number of individuals represented by this collection is
two. Although if the rib fragment is indeed male and the tibiae all female,
the number of individuals present would be three.

TREVOR ANDERSON

MOATENDEN FARM, III3ADCORN N.G.R, TQ 818463

During July and August 1995 a watching, recording brief was maintained
during the conversion of a timber-framed barn adjacent to the moated
enclosures. The specification for the work was prepared by the KCC
Heritage Conservation/Archaeology Dept.

The barn structure was recorded prior to the commencement of build-
ing work. This suggested that the building probably dated from the first
half of the eighteenth century with later alterations.

During underpinning of the walls of the barn a number of earlier fea-
tures were revealed and recorded. It was found that a network of silted
ditches and gullies, cut into the clay subsoil, underlay the barn. Although
the ditches failed to produce any datable material it appears likely that
they represent a continuation of similar features visible on air photo-
graphs,' the nearest of which lie some 50 m. south-east of the barn. It is
possible that they formed a series of small enclosures associated with
either the Trinitarian Priory, founded in the thirteenth century, or the
earlier manorial site. Beneath the eastern end of the barn were traces of
an earlier horizon of small fragments of Paludina' limestone together

1 N. Aldridge, 'The Trinitarian Priory of Motynden at Headcorn', Arch. Cant, cxv
(1995), 182-5.
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with small pieces of roof-tile within a deposit of grey sticky clay. This
may represent part of the floor of an earlier, possibly agricultural, build-
ing pre-dating the barn.

A copy of the full report together with a plan and section drawings
have been added to the County S.M.R.

HAREPLA1N FARM, BIDDENDEN N.G.R. TQ 834397

The timber-framed farm house was recorded shortly before being sold
in October 1994.

Although basically a 'Wealden', of four bays, possibly dating from
the late fifteenth century, it retains a number of features surviving within
a largely unrestored structure. Only the rear of  the building retains
timber-framing to ground-floor level, the sides and front have been
replaced with brick, possibly in the latter half of the nineteenth century.
The roof is of relatively recent date evidently due to damage resulting
from a lightning strike. It has been rebuilt at a somewhat lower pitch,
the central tie-beam, however, remains in situ.

Brick paving had been used for the ground-floor area. A moulded dias
beam partially survives in the solar wall together with a blocked four
centred arched door. The rear wall of the house survives virtually intact
beneath the oversailing nineteenth century 'cat-slide' roof. Beneath this,
at ground-floor level, is a medieval window with an in situ sliding
wooden shutter whilst on the first floor is a similar window, though,
lacking the shutter.

SUTTON PLAT COTTAGE, CHART SUTTON N.G.R. TQ 8035 4910

A recording watching brief was carried out to a specification drawn up
by the KCC Heritage Conservation/Archaeology Dept. The listed build-
ing record indicated that a section of worked stone was sited in the south
wall of the agricultural store now due to be converted to residential use.
A survey of the structure suggested a probable date of the early nine-
teenth century for the existing building. At least six fragments of worked
stone were identified in the western and southern walls. All were of local
ragstone, but of a somewhat higher quality than the wall in which they
were set.

The largest fragment consisted of the left hand side of a probable
four-centred arched doorhead some 0.60 m. in length and 0.60 m. high,
with a hollow chamfered arch. As this was situated at 0.15 m. above the
plinth of the wall i t  could not have formed part of any earlier entrance
to the present structure. As the building formed part of Rectory Farm it
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is suggested that the re-used material may have come from Sutton Val-
ence church which was almost entirely rebuilt in 1823-26.

During the construction work a large area of soil at the rear of the
building was excavated to 4 m. in depth through to the underlying bed-
rock; no other features of archaeological interest were located at the site.

The recording work was funded by the developer of the site, and a
full report has been deposited in the County SMR.

BIDDENDEN, IBORNDEN FARM

Field-walking to the west of the disused Kent and East Sussex Railway
line produced bloomery slag and some sherds of grog-tempered pottery
probably of either first-century B.C. or first-century A.D. date. The Ord-
nance Survey Archaeological Records' refer to two separate sites here,
but i t  seems more probable that they are, in fact, one and the same.
During the construction of the Rather Valley railway line c. 1904, a total
of six cremation burials were found when digging the cutting (N.G.R.
TQ 8470 4027); sherds from the vessels are in store at Maidstone
Museum. The O.S. also recorded a 'Belgic' cremation burial at N.G.R.
TQ 8466 4021 but, in view of the proximity to the other burials and
comparison of the pottery from Maidstone Museum with the recently
recovered sherds, it would appear more probable that the material may
derive from the same site.

ULCOMBE. BELGIC CREMATION CEMETERY

A small Iron Age cremation cemetery was identified when pottery sherds
and bone were revealed after deep ploughing of former pastureland in
the southern part of the parish of Ulcombe. A total of six burials were
recovered from an area 4 x 4 m. The upper parts of the burial vessels
had received damage by earlier ploughing; however, it proved possible
to recover the lower portions together with their contents. Cremation 1
contained an iron one-piece brooch with rod bow. Cremation 4 contained
a corroded example of a bronze brooch of Aylesford type.' Some 28
fragments were found to represent the coils of the spring, two pieces

2 Ordnance Survey Record Card, lbomden Farm, Biddenden, TQ 84 SW. 15/1164.
3 J.P. Bushe-Fox, Excavation of the Late-Celtic Urn-field at Swat-ling, Kent. Res. Rep.

Sec. Ant., London 1925 (Report on the Brooches, 41, and Plate XII, 3.)
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from the chord survive, and a further two make up the head of the bow.
The same burial also contained four further fragments of bronze which
may possibly represent a separate brooch of unknown type. The pottery
wares are hand-made with a grog temper, the outer surfaces fired grey
to black, although the fabric of Cremation 4 is fired orange and is of
glauconitic clay from the Greensand.

An area 1 km. south-west of the cemetery has produced further Iron
Age pottery of an earlier type, possibly as early as c. 500 B.C. The
fabrics are dark grey to black, with grog and flint temper.

Some of the material has combed decoration, and includes the base of
a pedestal jar with a diameter of 10 cm. Both sites have also produced
evidence for contemporary iron smelting.

The cemetery was found to partly overlay an iron smelting furnace.
This can be dated c. 50 B.C. by the brooches present in the cremations.
The furnace was 'boat shaped' with the northern end enclosed by the
wall of fired clay whilst the southern end appeared to have been open.
Similar constructions were excavated at Bardown, East Sussex, but these
were dated to the second century A.D.'

The furnace was 2 m. in length and 1.30 m. wide at the centre. Walls
of fired clay and stone survived to a height of 18 cm., with an average
width of 13 cm. The fill of the furnace was made up of charcoal, iron
cinder, slag and the collapsed clay superstructure of the furnace.

The find is of considerable interest in view of the fact that Belgic
cemeteries are relatively rare finds in themselves, but, when combined
with the associated iron smelting furnace which can be fairly accurately
dated to the mid-first century, B.C., suggests significant occupation of
the Weald prior to the Roman invasion. Comparison of the waste prod-
ucts from this iron working site with Romano-British material reveals
subtle but nevertheless distinct differences in the industrial processes
used.

Research is continuing and a full report will appear in Arch. Cant. in
the near future.

NEIL ALDRIDGE

4 Henry Cleere, The Romano-British Industrial Site at Bardown, Wadhurst. Sussex
Archaeological Society, Occasional Paper I. An Interim Report on the Excavations, 1960-
1968, 14-18.
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WORK ON WATER PIPELINES
on behalf of Folkestone and Dover Water Services

I. Skeete to Farthing Common, Lyminge (N.G.R. TR 1365 4065 to TR
1440 4095). Topsoil stripping and the laying of a trunk main from Far-
thing Common reservoir to a pumping station east of Skeete Farm (a
distance of approximately 700 m.) was monitored by P. Hasler. Stone
Street Roman road, the B2068, passes through Farthing Common and
Romano-British field systems and earthworks are recorded north-west of
the study area but no material of archaeological interest was found on
the route of the pipeline.

2. Bluehouse to Cherry Garden, Newington (N.G.R. TR 1575 3790 to
TR 2105 3790), A trunk main was laid from Bluehouse pumping station
to Cherry Garden reservoir near Castle Hill, Folkestone. The pipeline
was approximately 5.5 km. in length, running parallel with and north of
the A20(T) and M20 roads. The route passed through part of Beachbor-
ough Park (a designated Historic Park and Garden) and a Kent County
Council Area of Archaeological Potential where aerial photographic (AP)
traces indicate intensive medieval landscape features. The eastern part of
the route had been assessed earlier by Canterbury Archaeological Trust
before works for the Channel Tunnel Terminal. Topsoil stripping and
pipelaying was monitored by M. Connell and some areas were stripped
under archaeological supervision. Finds collected were sparse and pot-
tery included one Iron Age, one Romano-British and two medieval
sherds. South of Summerhouse Hill the route crossed a large ciniclar AP
trace. No evidence for this could be found on the ground, but it was
established by research that it marked the site of a field shown on the
Tithe Map of 1840 as 'Court Ditch Carvett'.

3. St. Margaret's to Brickfield Cottages, St. Margaret' s-at-Cliffe (N.G.R.
TR 3570 4535 to 'TR 3345 4405). A pipeline running from Cliff Place
reservoir through the hamlet of West Cliffe to Brickfield Cottages on the
A258 road, a distance of 2.7 km., was monitored by M. Bennell and P.
Charlton. A t  the western end of the route the area closest to a Kent
County Council designated Area of Archaeological Potential had been
disturbed by a former Royal Air Force camp. High ground north of the
Dover Road produced a flint collection of over one hundred pieces of
probable late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date, including nine retouched
flakes and blades and seven scrapers. A t  the eastern end of the route
where AP traces identified activity on higher ground to the north, pipe
cutting was observed through deep colluvium. One Iron Age sherd and
one of Romano-British date were recovered as well as a few sherds of
late medieval pottery.
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4. Dover Spine Main (N.G.R. TR 2405 4040 to TR 3145 4145). Monitor-
ing by M. Benne11 is continuing on the route of a trunk main from Lower
Standen pumping station to Dover Priory station, a distance of 7.5 km.
A collection of over five hundred pieces of prehistoric flintwork showing
significant clustering north of the village of  West Hougham and an
assemblage of Iron Age pottery from a pit near the western end of the
route are being studied and reports will be published later.

5. Dover Western Docks (N.G.R. TR 3145 4145). Work is in progress
on this pipeline, a continuation of the Dover Spine Main, which runs
from Dover Priory Station to Castle Hill road, just beyond the ruins of
St. James's church. Where the route passes through central Dover the
monitoring has been undertaken by Canterbury Archaeological Trust on
behalf of R.P.S. Clouston and results of this work will be available later.

M. BENNETT

CAR1NATED BEAKER FROM LOWER HOPE POINT, CLIFFE

In October 1995, a piece of black pottery was found on the foreshore at
low tide at Lower Hope Point, Cliffe, N.G.R. TQ 7205 7925. I t  was
identified as being the base of a small urinated beaker stamped with the
potter's mark VARIAI for Varias and manufactured somewhere in the
vicinity of Bavay (Nord) France in the Neronian period (A.D. 54-68).'

This stamp is comparatively rare in Britain and is usually found on
sites with military associations such as Colchester, London and Usk.

The piece is now in the National Fabric Reference Collection at the
British Museum.

PHILLIP WOOLLARD

Pen. comm. V.  Rigby, British Museum, Dept. of Prehistoric and Romano-British
Antiquities.
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