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REVIEWS

Traffic and Politics. The Construction and Man gement of Rochester
Bridge, A.D. 43-1993. Edited by Nigel Yates and James M. Gibson.
16 X 24 cm. Pp. xviii + 390 with 16 plates. Kent History Project, The
Boydell Press.

There has been a road bridge over the Medway at Rochester for almost
two millennia; and for all that time it has been a vital link. It was the
Romans who saw the need for a direct route between their chief south-
eastern ports of Richborough, and then Dover, and London; and seeing
the need, with typical Roman determination, they met it despite all
difficulties. For the Medway crossing was difficult: to bridge five
hundred feet of a strongly tidal river called for all their engineering
skills (earlier crossings has been much higher up, by fords at Lower
Halling and Aylesford); and the bridge they constructed lasted, though
with considerable difficulty, t i l l  1381, much longer, so far, than either
of its successors, for in these two millennia, there were only three road
bridges at Rochester. The new bridge that replaced what Nicholas
Brooks justly describes as a 'triumph of Roman engineering skills'
lasted, in some fashion, till it was blown up in 1857 to make way for a
modern iron bridge, which is still there, almost 140 years later, though
modern traffic has required a second causeway beside it, constructed on
the base of a disused railway bridge, to provide a dual crossing; this
despite the existence of a modern motorway crossing up-river. Even so,
work is now progressing on a Medway Tunnel under Chatham Reach,
more than two miles downstream of Rochester Bridge. Such is the
pressure to get across or under this obstructive River Medway.

A crossing which has served so long as a crucial transport link is
very appropriate for the first volume to be published by the Kent
History Project. Without these successive bridges Kent would have
been a very different place, with mounting traffic forced through
Maidstone and the Weald in an attempt to reach the ports. Indeed,
without the Medway crossing, Dover could hardly have become the
port it was and is.

To me, the most interesting section of the book is the first with
Nicholas Brooks's brill iant reconstruction o f  the Roman bridge.
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Nothing of this structure now survives, though some of the piers may
still in time be traceable by remote-sensing devices. Professor Brooks
has produced a diagram o f  the bridge based on the records o f
obligations to maintain it, helped out by analogy with surviving Roman
bridges elsewhere; and his picture is completed from the evidence of
thirteenth-century accidents which reveal that the narrow road surface
was of slippery planks and unprotected by balustrades. A horse was
blown off the bridge and drowned; two people are described as having
fallen off when crossing; and a minstrel alleges in a poem that he, too,
was blown off, but was saved by the Virgin Mary! Such were the perils
till 1381 of crossing this vital link! They were undoubtedly increased
by the inadequacy of medieval maintenance to this Roman structure.

Thereafter the story is better documented, though this means that it
becomes more an account of the technicalities of  construction and
repair, of the involved problems of the responsibility for maintenance,
of the history of the Bridge Wardens and of the legal structure which
supported them, based originally on the liabilities of various estates to
contribute to the costs. From 1391, the Wardens responsible for the
bridge were allowed to acquire a limited amount of land, from which
they derived an income supposed sufficient to maintain the bridge; and
thus the direct liability of the lands anciently bound to this faded away.
But the resources of the Wardens were never enough, and the task
consequently unpopular. The story is told in detail and with clarity by
Messrs. R.H. Britnell, James M. Gibson, David Ormrod and James
Preston, with an epilogue by P.F. Cooper and Glyn C. Jones which
takes the story up to 1993. Till the 1850s the essential themes remain
the same. An ancient structure becomes more and more inadequate;
efforts to prop it up, almost literally and usually belatedly, just manage
to stave off disaster, as Wardens struggle with frustration and problems
greater than they could be expected to manage, keeping what was
essentially a medieval structure in being. By the end of the eighteenth
century, i t  was obvious that i t  had to be replaced. But  instead
governmental obstruction and bureaucracy led to another shoring up
which took thirty years and barely lasted thirty more, ti l l  a new iron
bridge had to be built, a bridge which fortunately profited from the
examples of Coalbrookdale and Telford's work elsewhere, to produce
the structure which is still there, even i f  it in its turn has not been free
of problems.

It is an absorbing i f  complex story, well told and thoroughly
documented. This is an excellent start to what promises to be a series
which will have to be read by all who are concerned with the history of
Kent.

BRUCE WEBSTER
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Faversham Studies, Vols. 1-6, Faversham and District Bibliography
Primary Sources and Vol. 7, Faversham and District Bibliography
Secondary Sources. By Patricia Hyde. 14 X 21 cm. Pp. 347 on the
Primary Sources and pp. 76 on the Secondary Sources. The Faversham
Society, Fleur de Lis Heritage Centre, 13 Preston Street, Faversham,
Kent, ME13 8NS, 1993 (£1.95 per volume, or £2.75 including postage
and packing, paperback). Faversham Hundred Records, Vol. 1, Being
an index and catalogue of 5,257 original documents deposited at the
Public Record Office, Centre f o r  Kentish Studies, Canterbury
Cathedral Archives and Lambeth Palace Library. By Patricia Hyde and
Duncan Harrington. Available on eight microfiche from Duncan
Harrington, Harrington Research Services, Ashton Lodge, Church
Road, Lyminge, Folkestone, Kent, CT18 8JA, 1994 (£8, adding 35p for
airmail to Europe and £1.30 beyond Europe).

Patricia Hyde in the Foreword to her Bibliography claims that it is not
to be regarded as 'a work of art, lovingly honed and refined over a
lifetime' but ' is instead a working tool' (p. xxi). I t  was not even
contemplated in 1986, when she began ' to  study the impact on
Faversham of the dissolution of Faversham Abbey' (p. xxi). Having
started to compile a bibliography for  herself, i t  was suggested
subsequently that she publish it. Not only did it grow and grow but
wisely i t  was decided that i t  'should cover not only the town of
Faversham but also the rest of the hundred', suspecting 'that there was
constant interplay between the two' (p. xxii).

I f  not unique in making all the major source material of a given area
readily accessible to everyone, it is certainly an initiative with very few
parallels, for which future generations will be deeply indebted to the
Faversham Society and, in particular to its author, for having completed
a vast undertaking, generously funded by the Colyer-Ferguson Trust
and Mrs. Hyde herself. Books of this kind are normally expensively
produced, retailing at prices well beyond the everyday means of
ordinary people, which defeats any underlying purpose of making
bibliograpghical information as widely accessible as possible. In
deciding to break with this precedent and produce the Bibliography in-
house, on its own equipment, operated voluntarily by members, the
Faversham Society has effected a dramatic reduction in costs, making it
affordable to anyone who wishes to purchase it.

The Faversham area is exceptionally rich in primary sources, very
few being in Faversham itself. While most are in the two main Kent
repositories — the Centre for Kentish Studies (Maidstone) and the
Canterbury Cathedral Archives — others are located elsewhere: in the
Public Record Office, the British Library and the Lambeth Palace
Library in London; in the Bodleian Library in Oxford, while King
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Stephen's foundation charter for Faversham Abbey resides at Corpus
Christi College, Cambridge. To know in one publication both the range
and location of sources is of inestimable value to would-be historians.
Nor do the volumes consist merely of bare bones. Summaries of some
of the documents hint tantalisingly at interesting stories, waiting to be
told; for  instance, one such entry on p. 22 of  Vol. 1, under the
Calendars of State Papers, Colonial, 1625-1629.

'no 478 C o u r t  Minutes of the East India Company 1 7  August 1627

Report that Mary Fagg of Faversham,
Kent, had 24 bags of pepper, which
verily believed to be part of that
lost out of The Moon. John Yonge
to be spoken with about the same.'

The introduction to Vol. 1 sets the scene on the Faversham Society,
formed in 1962, and what to see in Faversham (pp. vi—viii); lists the
Faversham Papers under the honorary editorship of Dr Arthur Percival and
other Society productions (pp. ix—xiv); offers 'a warning to the unwary'
concerning Faversham area parish boundaries historically (pp. xv—xvii)
and provides finally a note about the author who, as a dintinguished
historian, is deeply devoted to studying Faversham's development between
1475 and 1625 (p. xx). Some of this information is repeated in Vols. 1-6,
showing all the places covered and the contents pages are numbered
sequentially from one volume to the next for ease of reference.

The microfiche list of 5,257 original documents concerning Faversham
Hundred supplements the Bibliography, providing for the first time the
most comprehensive index to the documents in the Centre for Kentish
Studies of eighteen parishes in the whole of the Faversham Hundred
(Badlesmere, Buckland, Davington, Eastling, Faversham, Goodnestone-
next-Faversham, Harty, Leaveland, Luddenharn, Newnham, Norton, Oare,
Ospringe, Preston-next-Faversham, Sheldwich, Stalisfield, Stone-next-
Faversham and Throwley) and two parishes in Boughton Hundred
(Boughton-under-Blean and Graveney). Compiling this index involved
the monumental labour of turning every single page of the unofficial
catalogues. Arranged under place and date it indicates over six columns
the Archive, the archive reference, the main parish, a description of the
document, the number of documents and their dates. Including many
deeds, family and estate papers and a few wills it is, like the Bibliography,
an indispensable tool for local and family historians.

Completed also as part of this mammoth bibliographical undertaking
is an Index to the whole Bibliography which awaits publication.
Hopefully that day will not be unduly delayed.

J. WHYMAN
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Book of Canterbury. By Marjorie Lyle. 24.5 x  18.5 cm. Pp. 128. 6
colour pls., 96 pls. and figs. B.T. Batsford/English Heritage, London,
1994. £25.00 (cased).

Marjorie Lyle's Book of Canterbury joins this series, published by
Batsford in association with English Heritage, ' in  which leading
archaeologists bring the past to life, by interpreting the great historic
monuments in which Britain is so rich', according to the very colourful
dust-jacket of this welcome addition to the series.

This volume, a survey of Canterbury and its people in the course of
the various periods of settlement, ranges from an examination of the
city's origins to modern times, with its survival after World War II and
the foundation of its university on the overlooking high ground. In the
intervening pages, readers would find essays on the emergence of
Canterbury from an Iron Age Settlement to a fully-fledged, major
Romano-British town, the arrival of Christianity, the Norman builders,
the city's expansion after the murder in its cathedral of the 'Holy
blissful martyr', and the continuous ebb and tide of building between
the sixteenth and the nineteenth centuries.

A very useful feature of this attractive volume is the topic section
accompanying each chapter as a summary. There is also an appendix on
what to visit in Canterbury, suggestions for further reading in lieu of
references and a bibliographical section, a glossary and a general index.
This book is profusely illustrated by colour plates (between pp. 64 and
65), and plates and figures throughout the text, many of which will be
familiar to readers of Arch. Cant. as they have already appeared in the
interim reports of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust. Unfortunately,
the illustrations are not of uniformly high quality. The figures are
excellent (I am baffled by no. 30, correctly described as a knife, yet in
the text no. 30 has strayed to the 'Arundel Psalter'), but there is far too
much variation in the tonal reproduction of the plates, which makes
several appear out of focus, others (e.g. the Saxon coins on p. 47) rather
less informative than clearly intended. A  second and deserved
impression of this valuable book should also remove a number of
printer's errors (e.g. `tesselated', p. 31, `Grubenhatiser', p. 44) that
escaped proof-reading.

If  I were to search for nits to pick in my own field, I should dispute
that the 'relative scarcity o f  villas in  East Kent indicates that
Durovernum may have been the secure base from which wealthier
landowners ran their estates, (p. 36), even though I applaud the use of
'may have been'. For, as I have argued elsewhere, this apparent scarcity
of buildings, let alone villa-estates, in the valley of  the Stour, in
apparent contradiction of the settlement of the Medway and Darent
valleys, may also be due to the lack of excavation. Work in recent
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years, especially by the Canterbury Archaeological Trust, has shown
that several buildings did exist in the vicinity of Canterbury which does
not, of  course, invalidate the possibility of rich landowners residing
within the city and enjoying its amenities.

I have no hesitation in recommending this volume to our members.
For i t  would not only serve as a  faithful companion i n  their
perambulations through the archaeology and history of Canterbury, but
also stimulate their interest in continuing down the many avenues into
which Marjorie Lyle has so lightly led them.

A.P. DETSICAS

A History of Ashford. By Arthur Ruderman. 18 X 25 cm. Pp. ix + 150,
79 illustrations. Phillimore, Chichester, 1994 (£13.95, cased).

Arthur Ruderman's serious interest in the history of Ashford is well
known. I t  extends back over twenty-five years during which time for
sixteen years he was Treasurer to the Ashford Urban District Council.
Such facts render him well qualified to produce this History of Ashford,
as 'the first general history of the town ever to be published'. He openly
and warmly recalls how both his knowledge of Kentish history in a wider
sense and his desire to write about specific subjects have been stimulated
by classes tutored for over a quarter of a century by Dr H.C.F. Lansberry
and the University of Kent's School of Continuing Education (p. ix).
Mr Ruderman holds the Diploma in Local History of the University
of Kent and his retirement has revealed no lessening of enthusiasm for
local history, in which he continues to lecture and research.

The intentions behind this book are twofold; firstly as 'a general
introduction to the social and economic l i fe of  the town and its
inhabitants, with sufficient background to enable those who are new to
the subject to understand the importance of some of the events against
the wider county and national background' and secondly, to make more
readily available some of the documents that have been discovered in
various repositories', notably the Centre for Kentish Studies, ' in the
hope that others will be encouraged to become interested and to carry
the research still further' (p. ix). Some among the latter feature in
seventeen Appendices (pp. 104-42), following 103 pages of text and
illustrations, the text referring to specifically numbered Appendices as
and when they are most relevant.

Both themes and periods are explored and much new and interesting
detail is revealed. Among the themes are the manors, the church,
population and health, the poor, education and charities, highways,
canals and railways, crime and punishment and military matters. The
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periods start at 'The Beginning' and finish wi th '19th-Century
Expansion' and 'The Last 90 Years'. The historically, well publicized
functional importance of Ashford as a market town (see pp. 18 or 59),
transformed subsequently by railway engineering from 1847 (see pp.
30, .54 or 65), is firmly emphasized. The text concludes by predicting
further major changes (p. 103), resulting from the Channel tunnel and a
new international passenger station, the latter destroying 'all traces of
the original station' (p. 94): 'Ashford seems certain to enter the 21st
century as a major centre, not only as in the past for East Kent, but
importance in a much wider sphere'.

At the first census of  1801 Ashford counted no more than 2,151
inhabitants (p. 30) and compared to the momentous changes of the past
150 years, its origins were hazy. Although unable to claim any
permanent Roman settlement (p. 1) and while the dating of its Saxon
origins is fraught with uncertainty (pp. 2-3), 'there can be no doubt that
Ashford was an established community by 1085', possessing two mills
and a church 'on the same site as today' (pp. 4, 13). This conclusion
feeds into Appendix I: 'Extract from Domesday Book' (p. 104).

Chapter 7 on 'The Poor' (pp. 33-40) contains some particularly
interesting information. Ashford was early in the field in having its
own workhouse from 1705. Sir Edward Knatchbull, living nearby in
Mersham and no doubt knowing the Ashford workhouse, was inspired
in 1723 to introduce a bill into Parliament encouraging the provision of
workhouses. As a Justice and Sheriff of Kent, John Toke, of Godinton,
formulated rules during 1770 for conducting workhouses and deciding
the criteria of admission. They were adopted by the Ashford Parish
authorities in December 1770, being thereafter amended in 1786. Both
sets of rules are set out in Appendix VIII  (pp. 119-20). Fortunately
from a survivng minute book of the Vestry dating from 1757 there is a
considerable amount o f  information o n  Ashford's poor  l aw
proceedings. When in 1834 the government established a Poor Law
Commission, Ashford was visited by Ashurst Majendie, Assistant Poor
Law Commissioner, who commented favourably on the Ashford Vestry
(p. 38 and Appendix IX, pp. 121-2).

Under the heading of transport, although Ashford Bridge was rebuilt
in 1683, the Justices received complaints about its condition on twelve
occasions between 1709 and 1795 (p. 49). 'Transport on water. . i s
the one geographical feature which Ashford lacks', the Stour being 'not
large enough for boats of any size', making it 'a matter for conjecture
as to whether the town would have expanded to a far greater extent had
the Stour been a much bigger river' (p. 53). On the other hand,
turnpiking the road from Faversham to Ashford in 1762, 'despite the
difficulties o f  the steep hi l l  from Boughton Aluph to Challock',
assumed importance in linking up with water transport (p. 50). An
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interesting i f  short-term effect of the opening of  the Canterbury to
Whitstable Railway in 1830, followed by new harbour facilities in 1836,
was to provide 'a new method of travel to London' (p. 52), prior to the
South Eastern Railway from London reaching Ashford at the end of 1842.

Nineteenth-century developments necessitated 'services now thought
essential to town living [which] were either expanded or introduced for
the first time' (p. 66), including changes in local government through
Improvement Commissioners from 1824, a local Board of Health from
1863 and an Urban District Council from 1894 (pp. 66-71), as well as
post (pp. 71-2); gas, in the form of a profitable limited company which
did not wish to be taken over by any local authority (pp. 72-4); water
supply being ' in many respects the direct opposite to that of the gas
undertaking' (pp. 74-5); sewerage and sewage disposal involving an
extended period of discussion with sewage works not opening before
1889 (pp. 75-7); electricity offering no public supply until 1926 (pp.
77,90); the Fire Brigade (pp. 77-81); banking, including a private bank
from 1791 to 1902 and from 1816 the 'Ashford Provident Society, for
securing the Savings o f  Tradesmen, Mechanic Labourer, Servant,
Industrious Poor and their children, living in the Town of Ashford or
parishes adjacent' (pp. 81-2); markets (pp. 82-4) and newspapers,
including 'the pioneer penny paper in Kent' and an illustration of its
founder-editor Henry Igglesden (p. 84).

It is equally good to see decent coverage of  twentieth-century
developments even though 'the volume and complexity of the changes
mean that it is not possible to cover all subjects' (p. 85). Stressed,
however, are new housing provisions, local government changes,
public utility services, burial provisions, education and health services,
road and rail transport, the aerial ravages of  two World Wars and
entertainments and sports (pp. 85-103).

A text of fourteen chapters and seventeen appendices is supported by
79 illustrations, including 10 maps, which are an important feature of
this informative and scholarly book. A  bibliography of primary and
secondary sources (pp. 143-4) is followed by a six page index (pp.
145-50). Blemishes are few and far between: 'Simon to pardoned'
should read to be pardoned (p. 8); 'Hone' Office should read Home
Office (p. 56) and Appendix XV should read XVII (p. 79), referring to
'Major Fires in Ashford before 1939' (pp. 141-2). Overall, I  highly
recommend this book as a useful contribution to Kent's urban history. I
share, too, Arthur Ruderman's hope that it will encourage others to
rsearch and add to the known history of the town. In no way does this
History of Ashford claim to say the last word on the town's history and
that is true of all historians and historical works.

J. WHYMAN
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Ales and Tales Pubs in the Story of Whitstable. By Geoffrey Pike, Mike
Page and John Cann. 15 X 21 cm. Pp. 130, heavily illustrated, 4 maps.
Whitstable Improvement Trust, Harbour Street, Whitstable, Kent, CT5
lAH, 1993 (£5.95, limp).

Geoffrey Pike and John Cann, respectively author and illustrator of
Oysters and Dredgermen, published in December 1992, which I reviewed
in Arch. Cant., cxii (1993), 423-4, have joined forces with Mike Page in
what 'might be called a pub crawl' through the history of Whitstable
(p. 2). Text and illustrations are combined in exploring the historical
'connection between the pubs and the gradual development of Whitstable
and of its inns, taverns, public houses and beerhouses. Geoffrey Pike and
Mike Page are responsible for the text, and John Cann for the many
illustrations which give this study a valuable visual dimension.

From 1703 to the present day 77 public houses in Whitstable have
been identified, and are listed and dated on the inside back cover,
panels throughout the text illustrating their individual histories and
appearance, i f  known. Inevitably, many have faded from the scene at
varying points in time but even so 33 have survived, including 19 in the
town centre (see map, p. 130). Although the 1830 Beerhouse Act 'allowed
almost anyone to sell beer merely by paying a small fee to a remote
Excise authority without having to appear before local magistrates'
(p. 118), the precise dating of the establishment of beerhouses is not
possible until 1869, when an appearance before the justices was required.
From this it follows that their histories are less well documented, despite
being listed in trade directories. Listed for 1847 were eight 'Inns and
Taverns' and fourteen ‘Beerhouses' in Whitstable and for 1862 twenty-
one named 'houses' and eighteen beer retailers, stretching from Seasalter
through Whitstable to Swalecliffe (p. 118). Despite what is already known
about the histories o f  individual premises, any corrections to the
information given in this book or any access to additional sources,
especially title deeds for former public houses which are now private
houses, will be welcomed by Geoffrey Pike.

So much for Whitstable's licensed premises, considered collectively
and individually, but how are they fitted 'into the broad sweep of the
history of  the town', which is one of  two major objectives of  this
study? (p. 124). There are twelve chapters, each of which explores a
separate theme (pp. 4-124). Obvious themes, apart from Whitstable's
expansion, touch on smuggling, fishermen and dredgers, sail and
steam, shipyards and divers and the development of Tankerton. In
Chapter 7: 'The Town Alight' (pp. 70-9) the ravages of major fires,
which occurred in 1822, 1854, 1866, 1869, 1913 and 1932-3, are
highlighted. Another old enemy arose from the flooding of the sea, as
in 1853, 1883, 1897, 1938 and 1953, hence the theme of Chapter 8:
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'The Fight Against the Sea' (pp. 80-7). The distinctive 'Bear and Key',
with 'its grandeur and imposing appearance', has a chapter to itself
(pp. 88-97). At its height it functioned as 'the centre of polite society',
being 'the venue for major celebrations' (p. 98) and was renowned for
its `conviviality!', so that for a good half of the nineteenth century 'its
reputation for good food, fine wines and convivial company was
immense' (p. 97) but equally in 1849 it became 'the centre for bitter
argument and recrimination', when the government's Board of Health
Inspector, M r  T.W. Rammell, used i t  as a base to investigate and
publicize the appalling sanitary state of Whitstable (p. 90).

This is a study which is not short on interesting comment and detail,
derived mainly from printed sources, including numerous references
and quotations from The Whitstable Times, readily accessible on
microfilm in the local library from 1864 to the present day. There is a
two-page Index (pp. 128-9) which lists in bolder type those licensed
premises referred to in the text. Page references to all the known
licensed premises are given on the inside back cover.

I f  this book has one fault it arises out of over hasty printing and/or
proof-reading. Apar t  f rom some typographical slips, such as
`Johncantis` instead of John Cantis (p. 94), there is missing text at a
rather interesting point when turning over from p. 61 to p. 62 and the
final line of p. 63 is repeated on p. 64. On pp. 105 and 117 there are
unfortunate introductions of colloquialism in resorting respectively to
the words 'don't' and 'it's'.

Finally, a few words about the Whitstable Improvement Trust, as the
publisher of this book: it

'is an idependent Charitable Trust and Limited Company [Registered Charity, No.
8020401 devoted to the careful preservation and the regeneration of Whitstable. I t
seeks to retain and care for the unique nature of the locality and its buildings, whilst
creating an awareness of  the town's historical past and the characters who have
contributed to it. . . . The Trust now exists through its own resources and initiatives
with the support of those who live and work in the town and its environs'.

J. WHYMAN

Georgian Tonbridge. (Ed.) C.W. Chalkin. 15 X 21 cm. Pp. 200, with 10
figs. and maps. Tonbridge Historical Society, 1994. £5.50 (Paperback;
also available by post from Tonbridge Reference Library, £6.00,
inclusive of postage and packing).

Georgian Tonbridge consists of collection of six essays by members
of the Research Group of the Tonbridge Historical Society, edited by
our Vice-President, Dr C.W. Chalklin, and published by the Society
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with the support of the Kent County Council's Heritage Development
Fund.

The essays in this excellent publication deal with the landed and
propertied classes of the town, Mabledon and its owners, the work of
the town wardens, education in Tonbridge, Tonbridge School, and
conclude with an examination of five properties on the outskirts of the
town. The book also contains a foreword by Dr Joan Thirsk, a detailed
introduction by its editor, and this collection of essays is the fruit of
much research based to a large extent on unpublished information
covering the Georgian period.

As a former resident in the town, I  found much in this volume to
hold my interest and expand my knowledge of this important period in
the history of the town. My only regret, which I hope will not be seen
as carping criticism, is the lack of a general index. Otherwise, i t  is a
well-produced publication, with a colour print of  the castle and
Medway bridge on its front cover, easy to the eye and a model of what
a local history book can be like. I  recommend it, with pleasure, to
everyone with an interest in the history of Tonbridge.

Broadstairs in Old Picture Postcards. By John Whyman. 21 X 14.5 cm.
75 pls. European Library — Zaltbemmel/Netherlands, 1994 (Cased, n.p.)

Of a number of similar publications in the market, Broadstairs stands
on its own by its excellence. Not only is the quality of the reproduced
picture postcards, as well  as the printing o f  the accompanying
introduction and captions, of a high order, but the whole production is
stamped with an impression of permanence lacking elsewhere.

This booklet is not a mere compilation of pictures and captions, but a
miniature social history of  Broadstairs spanning more than a hundred
years. What makes this volume of such value, apart from the attraction
of the pictures in themselves, is the detailed commentary on each one
of them by their compiler, a veritable tour de force.

I recommend this slim volume to readers interested in Broadstairs as
more than the venue for a pleasant day-trip on a summer's day — it
certainly brought back memories of the old Kingsgate College and
courses run there by the W.E.A. Encore, please!

Roman Canterbury: A Journey into the Past. By Andy Harmsworth and
Canterbury Archaeological Trust. 29.5 X 21 cm. Pp. 36, with many plates
and figures. Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 1994 (£3.50, limp).

This fascinating booklet, resulting from the co-operation between a
local history teacher and the Education Officer of  the Canterbury
Archaeological Trust, is intended for use in schools with pupils
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aged 9-12, and is illustrated profusely by excellent pictures and
drawings.

It sets out to explain what is known about Roman Canterbury and
how this information is recovered from the ground, not forgetting to
locate the city within the wider context of the Roman Empire and
Roman Britain. The clear intention is to capitalise on the children's
initial curiosity, to retain their interest next and to encourage them to
find out for themselves in the hope that this beginning may lead to a
life-long affair at least with Roman Britain.

As a former teacher of archaeology in schools, I  have no hesitation
in recommending this publication which ought to be in every history
department in Kent schools. But, as the advertising industry would say,
'Hurry!', for this booklet is now virtually sold out — the good news is
that a second edition is underway.

A.P. DETSICAS

Also received:

The Merchant Ships of Whitstable. By Wallace Harvey. 15 X  21 cm.
Pp. 320, with 165 photographs and illustrations. Emprint Publications,
Whitstable, 1993. £15.95 (paperback), £22.95 (cased).
A comprehensive catalogue listing the merchant ships sailing out of
Whitstable from the seventeenth to the nineteenth century.

Belvedere & Bostall. By John A. Prichard. 15 X 21 cm. Pp. 36, with 7
illustrations. Bexley Libraries & Museums, 1994. £1.50 (limp).
A new edition of this booklet which first appeared twenty years ago.

Medieval Bexley. By F.R.H. Du Boulay. 15 X 21 cm. Pp. 59, 4 pls. + 1
map. Bexley Libraries & Museums, 1993 (Limp, n.p.)
A second edition of this booklet, first published in 1961.

Bexley Pubs. By James Packer. 21 X  19.8 cm. Pp. 100, with many
illustrations. Bexley Libraries & Museums, 1995. £4.95 (limp).
A comprehensive and well documented catalogue of its subject.

An Illustrated Guide to St. Mary Cray and the Upper Cray Valley. By
John Blundell. 15 X  21 cm. Pp. 64, with colour cover and many
illustrations. St. Mary Cray Action Group, 1992. £3.50 (limp).
A very interesting short guide to the history of St. Mary and the Upper
Cray Valley.
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Changes in Farming: The Last Hundred Years. By Michael Austin.
29.5 X 21 cm. Pp. 80 + 20 pp. of photogrpahs. About Faversham no.
38. The Faversham Society, 1994. £2.25 (limp).

Oare Gunpowder Works. By Wayne Cocroft. 29.5 X 21 cm. Pp. 37 + 27
figs. About Faversham no. 39. The Faversham Society, 1994. £1.95
(limp).

Churches in the Faversham Area, Part 1. By H.A. James. 29.5 X  21
cm. Pp. 53, 3 illustrations. About Faversham no. 40. The Faversham
Society, 1994. £1.95 (limp).
The above three booklets are the latest additions to Faversham Papers
and are obtainable from the Fleur de Lis Centre, Faversham.
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