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RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT

SANDWICH BAY WASTEWATER TREATMENT SCHEME
INTERIM NOTE OF DISCOVERIES

The development of the Sandwich Bay Wastewater Treatment Scheme,
part of Southern Water Services Ltd.'s Operation Seaclean has involved
a programme of archaeological fieldwork including evaluation prior to
and excavation and monitoring during construction. The main period of
fieldwork was undertaken during 1993 and 1994. The scheme involved
construction o f  a new wastewater treatment works at Ebbsfleet
(Weatherlees Hill) and pipelines from it to Ramsgate, Sandwich and
Deal. Post-excavation work is under way and the full report will be
published in a future edition of Archaeologia Cantiana. This note is
merely intended to provide an interim record of the main discoveries.

WASTEWATER TREATMENT WORKS SITE (EBBSFLEET FARM) -
N.G.R. TR 33206300

Multiperiod occupation has been identified, dating from the Bronze
Age, Iron Age, Roman, medieval and later periods. Early/Middle Iron
Age settlement remains and traces of a structure of Roman or medieval
date were located during the pre-construction evaluation stage. The
development proposals were modified t o  ensure the continued
preservation of these deposits.

A most important find from the site is a small Late Bronze Age
hoard, dated ninth/eighth century B.C. The hoard consists of  five
copper alloy objects; a fragment of a Carp's Tongue sword; a socketed
hammer; a small cylindrical band; a bun ingot; and a flat ingot fragment.
The hoard appears to represent a metalworker's cache of scrap awaiting
recycling and is the third hoard to have been found at Ebbsfleet.

The western half of the treatment works site coincides with the former
Wantsum Channel. A series of augerholes revealed a truncated former
land surface immediately above the Thanet Beds at depths of between
—1 m. O.D. and —2.50 m. O.D. A continuous core has been extracted and
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the potential for pollen and diatom analysis will be assessed. It is also
hoped to obtain a C14 date from the former land surface itself.

RAMSGATE PIPELINE

Not unexpectedly, the Ramsgate pipeline proved rich in archaeological
findings, particularly where the pipeline traversed Chalk Hill, a known
focus of archaeological activity. Occupation features of both earlier and
later Prehistoric date were recorded during topsoil stripping and were
examined prior to pipe trenching. The earlier prehistoric findings include
a small but important group of Neolithic pottery containing both early and
later (Peterborough ware) elements. Iron Age ditches and a burial,
possibly Saxon, were also recorded on Chalk Hill. Two other graves, of
Roman date, were also recorded further west on the pipeline at Cliffs End.

SANDWICH AND DEAL PIPELINE

Overall the line of the pipeline to Sandwich and Deal was generally of
lower archaeological potential. Two main areas/finds of interest may,
however, be reported.

At Newcut Bridge (N.G.R. TR 34805762) worked timbers were
located during pipe trenching. The timbers were preserved in estuarine
clays associated with a former river channel. A massive stake and
worked timbers, probably from a  boat, were retrieved. These
discoveries were made very close to the point where an undated 'dug-
out canoe' was found in 1936 (SMR Ref. TR 35NW44). The timbers
are to be submitted for C14 and/or dendrochronological dating.

At Stonar the pipeline route ran immediately south of the site of the
Scheduled Monument of the medieval port. The east—west transect of
deposits recorded, extending to a depth of 0.50 m. below present sea
level, largely represented alluvial infill within the Wantsum Channel.
Seven timber stakes were recorded (N.G.R. TR 33505850) in the lower
part of the pipe trench (0.00-0.70 m. 0.D.). The stakes, though at
present undated, may represent the remains of late medieval piles along
the Stonar waterfront. A selection of the stakes will be submitted for
C14 and/or dendrochronological dating.

The fieldwork was undertaken b y  Wessex Archaeology i n
conjunction w i t h  the  Trust  f o r  Thanet Archaeology. I t  was
commissioned by Southern Water Services Ltd. (Kent Division) via the
scheme project managers, McDowells Ltd.

CARRIE M. HEARNE
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AN EARLY SAXON MOUNT FROM DEAL

In November 1993, an Early Saxon mount was discovered by Mr
Rupert Barwick using a metal detector on the foreshore just north of
Deal (N.G.R. TR 368 567). It apparently came from a layer of mud or
sand exposed beneath the shingle bank during bulldozing work to
repair the sea defences after storms. Iron Age and Roman material has
been found nearby, but there is no record of any other Saxon finds in
the vicinity.

The mount was passed to Phil Andrews (of Wessex Archaeology)
who arranged for the object to be drawn (by Brenda Craddock) and
identified (by Kenneth Penn of Norfolk Archaeological Unit). The
mount has been retained by the finder.

Circular mounts such as the example found on the foreshore at Deal
are not uncommon amongst the more elaborate metal objects of the late
sixth and seventh centuries (Speake 1980, figs. 8-10). This example is

I 2 1 c m0 1 .
I

Fig. 1. An early Anglo-Saxon mount from Deal.
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50 mm. in diameter and of copper alloy, with chip-carved ornament,
and gilded. The mount is quite flat, with a high rim, with no trace of
fixing, although this could be the result of abrasion on the beach; it has
two long parallel scars and some other damage.

The central design is a moustachioed face-mask, within a zone of
loose Style I animal ornament; lentoid devices define four panels, each
of which contains a single animal, very broken-up.

The central mask is in effect a class I button-brooch. The distribution
of button-brooches (also cast copper alloy and gilded) is southern, with
concentrations in Wessex and the Upper Thames area, along the north
bank of the Thames estuary, and later, in Kent. They are usually dated
up to the mid-sixth century (Avent and Evison 1982).

The four animals are Style I, but their linear character and intertwining
limbs suggest that they are late examples (compare with ornament on
Kentish square-headed brooches, e.g. Buckland, Dover), almost
transitional to Style IL A later sixth-century date seems appropriate.

P. ANDREW and K. PENN
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AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE FROM DARTFORD BOROUGH MUSEUM

SUTTON AT HONE

In March 1994, a bronze medieval horse harness pendant was found by
Mr R. Gowers close to Ship Lane, Sutton-at-Hone, near Dartford.
Photographs of  the object have been shown to Mr N. Griffiths, a
specialist in this type of pendant, and his subsequent observations are
indicated in the following description.

The central design features a  l ion passant regardant and is
surrounded by blue enamel. The remainder of the raised detail on the
front still bears traces of gilding. The design itself was formed by being
stamped from behind. The pendant may well have been produced in
France or Spain on account of its size and dates to c. 1150-1250.

M. STILL and C. BAKER
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1
C M S

Fig. 1. Bronze medieval harness pendant (Drawn by M.C.W Still.)

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES FROM MAIDSTONE MUSEUM

PREHISTORIC

ASHFORD

N.G.R. TQ 9545/9646. Flints collected from disturbed soil during the
course of work by D. Hinton. Sixty-four pieces have so far been
recorded, ranging from Palaeolithic to early Bronze Age in date, with
flint from a variety of sources. These include a fine Acheulian hand
axe; Neolithic polished flint hand axe with damaged butt; two Neolithic
leaf-shaped arrowheads; a fine late tanged and barbed arrowhead
(Fig. 1, 1) 41 x 25 mm.; a Neolithic struck flake blade, deliberately

439



RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES

1

5

2

Fig. 1. 1. Ashford: Neolithic arrowhead; 2. Ashford: Neolithic blade; 3. Boxley: Neolithic
axe; 4. Marden: Acheulian axe; 5-7. Ashford: arrowheads. (Scale: 1-2, 5-7 actual size;

3-4: 1/4).
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snapped to give finger grip and with edges retouched for side use; a
Neolithic flake scraper (Fig. 1, 2) 53 x 40 mm.; a Neolithic flake tool,
struck to create an edge, possibly for a flake edged-knife; two late
Neolithic to early Bronze Age tanged and barbed arrowheads with a single
barb (Fig. 1, 5) 22 x 17 mm. and (Fig. 1, 6) 20 x 18 mm.; an atypical leaf-
shaped arrowhead, dated to c. 3000 B.C. (Fig. 1, 7) 39 x 15 mm. and crude
Neolithic material which seems late, verging on Bronze Age.

BOXLEY

N.G.R. TQ 7558. Neolithic partly polished flint axe (Fig. 1, 3) found on
disturbed ground whilst metal-detecting by M. Prior, 175 x  45 x
35 mm. This is quite a fine piece, the polished edge shows recent damage.

MAIDSTONE

(a) N.G.R. TQ 7654. A  Neolithic side scraper, curved with nicely
retouched edges was found by N. Grierson in his garden, measuring 66
x 29 mm.
(b) N.G.R. TQ 7356. Neolithic lop-sided (leaf form) arrowhead found
in the garden by D. Watson's son, 30 x 15 mm.

MARDEN

(a) N.G.R. TQ 7248. Two axes found by B. Crouch.
1. An Acheulian cordate-form handaxe (Fig. 1, 4) was donated to the
Museum (MNEMG 1992.62). This seems to have been used as a
scraper, 120 x 90 mm. The surface has an almost glossy patina, caused
by natural sand and water polish, and shows iron ochreous staining.
2. A late Acheulian axe of linguate form, 120 x 95 x 24 mm. One
surface shows heavy frost-pitting.

MEREWORTH

N.G.R. T Q  6654.  Barbed a n d  tanged arrowhead o f  La te
Neolithic/Bronze Age form (Fig. 2, 3), in grey flint, found by R. Earl,
measuring 22 x 21 x 4 mm.1

1 F o r  previous finds by R. Earl, see Arch. Cant., cviii (1991), 282; also see Offham
entry.
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OFFHAM

N.G.R. TQ 6456. Leaf-shaped arrowhead and ovate scraper found by
R. Ear1.2
(a) The arrowhead (Fig. 2, 2) of  Neolithic form is thoroughly re-
worked on one side, whereas the other side shows detailing only at the
tip, 30x 18 x 4 mm.
(b) The Neolithic scraper (Fig. 2, 1) shows steep retouch all round the
edge, 47 x 42 x 6 mm.

SUTTON VALENCE

N.G.R. TQ 8150. Flint hand axe and four pieces of working debris
found by Mr Fermour. The axe appears to be of Acheulian form and
measures 110 x 60 x 35 mm.; i t  is covered with a white patina. The
smaller flakes comprise three triangular forms and one elongated flake
and are o f  similar material, but not necessarily flakes formed in
production of the axe.

CELTIC COINS

Impressions in Maidstone Museum and Institute of  Archaeology,
Oxford.

AYLESFORD

N.G.R. TQ 7659. Very worn bronze found by Mr Atkins. Boar/horse,
probably Corieltauvi B, Hostidius type, dated first century B.C. Diam.
14 mm.

BORDEN

N.G.R. TQ 8862. Gold stater of Cunobeline found by A. Martin in her
garden in September 1968, was purchased by the Museum (MNEMG
1993.73), diam. 18 mm. Obv.: barley, with the leaf below the ear on the
left only and eleven grains, divides CAMV (Camoludunum, i.e.
Colchester); below is a V, probably an incomplete X which would have
been used as a die identifier mark; the mark and its placement are

2 See Mereworth entry for other finds by R. Earl.
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Fig. 2. 1. Offham: Neolithic scraper; 2. Offham: Neolithic/Bronze Age arrowhead; 3.
Mereworth: Neolithic arrowhead; 4. Eynsford: Roman brooch; 5. Ivychurch: medieval

weight. (Scale: all at actual size).
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usually unique on each Cunobeline die. Rev.: horse galloping to right,
CVN below (Cunobeline); stop above and below horse's plume, one
stop below is more normal. The piece is a rare mule, and an early
example from the regular series.3 Allen postulates a date of c. A.D.
15-20, with burial about A.D. 43-45.4 The find-spot is within a few
metres o f  the site o f  discovery o f  three coins in  1873, two o f
Cunobeline and a Roman aureus, and seems to be part of this hoard.6
One of the Cunobelines was very similar to this piece, although from
the illustration it appears to be without the leaf on the obverse, and the
X mark, and of an unknown type, similar to Evans, Pl. ix, 8;6 there is
no mention of where this coin is now.7

ROMAN

BAPCHILD

N.G.R. TQ 9362. Three brooches found by A. Taylor in his garden.
1. Colchester type, copper alloy, length 31 mm. The spring is bent out
of position, and emerges through the top of the cross-bar; i t  is a
bilateral spring of twelve loops. Traces of textile impression are on the
catch-plate.
2. Fantail/Langton Down variant.8 Copper alloy with traces o f
tinning/silvering. Cylindrical head above which the top of the pin can
be seen. Pin broken, large catch-plate with one perforation. Two lines
of small angled lines down the fantail, zig-zag across bow.
3. Aucissa type, with inscribed lettering below cross-bar, length
46 mm. Heavily rusted spring, pin missing; generally dated first
century B.C. to first century A.D.

BOXLEY

(a) N.G.R. TQ 7859. Two Roman brooches found by B. Port with a
denarius of Severus Alexander (emperor A.D. 222-35) at Boxley
Warren.9

3 D.F.  Allen, Britannia, vi (1975) 1-19; no. 29.
4 Pers. comm. A. Martin.
5 Arch. Cant., lxxxiv (1969), 259, and ix (1874), 299.
6 J .  Evans, Numismatic Chronicle, 12 (1849), 127.
7 21/4 mile north-east another inscribed gold coin of Cunobeline was found (Evans, op.

cit., Type IX, no. 6), further details in Arch. Cant., lxiv (1951), 153, and ci (1984), 370.
8 C.F.C. Hawkes and M.R. Hull, Camolodunum (Reports of the Research Committee

of the Society of Antiquaries of London, no. xiv (1947), Type XIV.
9 Pot in find by B. Port at same site detailed in Arch. Cant., xcvii (1981), 300.
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1. Colchester two-piece type, eight-loop spring, no pin. Median rib to
bow is undecorated. Narrow crest at head; plain wings; bow bordered
with stamped decoration of crescents. Perforated catch plate. Length:
68 mm.; spring plate width: 22 mm.
2. Colchester two-piece. Solid catch-plate with some channelling. Median
rib to bow with zig-zag decoration on the top section and cavetto
moulding bordering. Moulding line visible on inside of bow. Forward
loop over top to secure chord, curved side wings. Length 23 mm.
(b) N.G.R. TQ 7659. Seal box l id (Fig. 3, 3) found by P. Atkins.
Enamelled copper alloy disc, 30 x 19 mm., with a catch at either end on
the reverse; two concentric circles in relief with traces of blue enamel
in the outer form decoration of the upper surface.

DODE

N.G.R. TQ 6862. A rosette form brooch found by F.J. Wyatt, but now
lost. A separate disc is threaded at the angle between the curved bow and
flat foot to form the rosette. The bow has been flattened and the piece is
broken across the rosette into two pieces. I f  the bow was bent at the
same angle as that from Woodcote Halllo the pin would leave the spring at
the correct angle to meet the clasp at the foot; the spring is protected by
the bar which encircles it to meet on the reverse. The bow is similar
also, decorated with three raised ridges running down it, each with two
lines down it. The bow meets the disc about two-thirds of the way up
the latter; a semi-circle below the angle is decorated far more simply than
the Woodcock Hall piece, merely with a row of dots above a descending
series of lines which increase in length to create a series of triangles.
The foot expands only slightly, and is decorated with the same ridges as
the bow. On the reverse are remains of a long catch-plate, running from
the very end of the foot to a third of the way up the disc. Three short
lines were incised on the reverse of the disc at some time before burial.
Traces of tinning/silvered. Length: 65 mm.; width of bar: 30 mm.; width
of disc: 44 mm.11

EYNSFORD

N.G.R. TQ 5364. Plate brooch of crescentic form (Fig. 2, 4) discovered
by J. Groombridge. The copper alloy piece has double lines around the

I° Britannia, xvii (1986), 1-58 and fig. 11/33.
C.F.C. Hawkes and M.R. Hull, op. cit., Type X; with no. 69 bearing the closest

comparison, although this example is incomplete.
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1

3

Fig. 3. 1. Lenham: medieval harness mount; 2. Southfleet: medieval harness pendant; 3.
Boxley: Roman seal box lid; 4. Southfleet: medieval harness mount; 5. Gillingham:

Roman pottery. (Scale: all actual size, but 5: 'A).
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rim and simple leaf forms all cast in relief. The central rectangle and
triangles before the terminals are filled with a yellowish enamel. The
whole shows traces of silvering/tinning, particularly on the reverse.
Remains of a loop are seen centrally, above the pin hinge, comparable
to the example in  the Museum o f  London.12 The terminals are
incomplete, and it is assumed they would have expanded and met to
provide a fixing for the catch-plate. These crescentic plate brooches are
Continental imports, with production peaking in the mid second
century A.D.

GILLINGHAM

N.G.R. TQ 8270. Six Roman vessels were found by G. Peters at Friar's
Marsh near Lower Gillingham, exposed by tidal activities in the
estuarine area, over a period of approximately twenty years, together
with oyster shells. Other vessels found by Mr Peters in the same area
were previously brought to the Museum for  identification and
recording.13
1. Samian dish Dr. 18/31. Stamp: AELIANVS.F, Lezoux maker, dated
to A.D. 117-161.14 Height 43 mm., max. diam: 165 mm. The form and
stamp occur at Pudding Pan Rock.
2. Conical mouth flagon of oxidised ware with white slip, probably
Hoo made. Mid second—early third century A.D. Height: 200 mm.
3. Biconical beaker of fine reduced Upchurch ware, with burnish and
rouletting at carination and neck. Incomplete, repaired by finder. First
century A.D. Height: 157 mm.
4. Pedestal urn with quoit base of Swarling-Aylesford form. Iron Age
derivative. Repaired by finder. Late first century B.C. Height: 185 mm.
5. Poppy-head beaker of fine reduced ware with everted rim. Spalling
damaged waster. Second to third century A.D. Height: 110 mm.
6. Bowl of Upchurch painted ware (Fig. 3, 5). Oxidised, with cream
painted decoration — pairs of vertical lines at shoulder, dots around
neck. Bead rim, carinated shoulder, globular. This is a rare type, and
probably experimental in nature.15 Incomplete and repaired by finder.
Second century A.D. Height: 137 mm.

12 London Museum Catalogue, London in Roman Times, (1930) 99, Fig. 7/35.
13 Arch. Cant., cviii (1990), 286.
14 F. Oswald, Index of Potter's Stamps on Terra Sigillata (1931).
15 J. Monaghan, Upchurch & Thameside Roman Pottery, BAR (1987), 174.
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ROMAN COINS

BAPCHILD

N.G.R. TQ 9362. Four coins found by A. Taylor, with three brooches.
Denarius of Trajan bearing Arabia with camel on the reverse, RIC 94;
dupondius, too worn to identify; dupondius of Nero, very worn; as of
Vespasian, very worn, enough of legend survives to give a date of A.D.
71.

HEADCORN

N.G.R. TQ 8343. Sestertius of Marcus Aurelius, RIC 109.6, found by
W. Coomber and brought in by N. Aldridge.

MEDIEVAL

AYLESFORD

N.G.R. TQ 7258. Lead ampulla found by P. Atkins. Design on one side
only of  a ring of pellets enclosing a disc with an illegible design.
Handles missing and broken at the neck. Length: 45 mm. Late
Medieval.

BOXLEY

(a) N.G.R. TQ 7659. Ampulla and belt chape found by P. Atkins.
1. Lead ampulla (Fig. 4, 5), decorated with a triangle and ring on one
side and rough triangular form on the reverse; handle missing. Length:
45 mm. Dated c. 1350-1530.16
2. Belt-chape (Fig. 4, 4), copper alloy with traces of silvering, length
48 mm. The square attachment plate bears a confused version of the
IHS inscription common on such pieces; the back plate is made
separately, and fastened to the front with four rivets. Extending from
the plate is a ring with incised decoration of roughly radiating lines
within a border. The foliate terminal is broken, and probably would
have been comparable with the West Mailing example.17 Traces of

16 (Eds.) P. and E. Saunders, Salisbury and South Wiltshire Museum Medieval
Catalogue, Pt. 2 (1991), 58.

17 Arch. Cant., cx (1992), 415.
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3

Fig. 4. 1. New Romney: medieval seal-die; 2. Luddesdown: medieval seal-die; 3. St.
Mary in the Marsh: medieval seal-die; 4. Boxley: medieval belt chape; 5. Boxley:

medieval ampulla. (Scale: all actual size).
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gilding survive. The piece would f i t  into the same class as those
discussed by Ward Perkins, which he dates 1390-1410.18
(b) N.G.R. TQ 7658. Buckle discovered by David Chapman; decorative
double-oval loop. One loop entire, a small section only remains of the
other, pin intact. Outer edge decorated with five vestigial lobes, incised
with lines. Late fourteenth to fifteenth century date. Complete loop
measures 23 x 15 MM.19

EYNSFORD

N.G.R. TQ 5364. Book clasp with associated metal piece, identified at
the British Museum for the finder, J. Groombridge, as probably from a
prayer book, and dated fourteenth to fifteenth century. The main part of
the copper alloy mount is a hollow square incised with AM (M with bar
horizontally across centre of left half), which probably refers to a
private individual, and with two rivets to hold the strap inside the
square; between this and the animal head terminal is a raised square
boss set at forty-five degrees, with a large hole in the reverse, probably
to take a fixing, length 39 mm. The upper surface has incised
decoration all over, and the piece is gilded in entirety. The piece found
with the book mount is of a comparable patina, but the decorative style
is much freer, almost rococco; i t  comprises a cast and gilded copper
alloy curve, with two bent pins on the reverse, into which a strap would
fit. No comparable piece associated with a book mount is known.

IVYCHURCH

N.G.R. TR 0423. Brought in by J.W. Moss were a ewer spout and a
lead weight.
(a) Fifteenth-century dog's head ewer spout. These are cast separately
and soldered on to the vessel, and thus are often found disunited.20
(b) Lead shield-shaped half pound weight (Fig. 2, 5), which may be a
wool weight, with raised design. Edward I issued wool weights of lead
marked with his coat of arms; this, however, is a far rougher piece.

18 Antiq. Journ., xix (1939), 197-9; other chapes of this type are depicted in Arch.
Cant., civ (1987), 366.

19 Comparable to example in G. Egan and F. Pritchard, Medieval Finds from
Excavations in London: 3 Dress Accessories c.1150-1450, (1991) 84-5, Fig. 51/345b.

zo Arch. Cant., lxxxv (1970), 198 and Fig. la.
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LENHAM

N.G.R. TQ 9052. Harness mount brought in by D.J. Perrett (Fig. 3, 1).
Remains of azure enamelling are seen, and traces of gilding. The mount is
rectangular and supported along the long edge with a tube for attachment.
The design is quartered with Ih and cross pattee device; no specific source
for this motif can be cited, and many were designed specifically for use on
pendants. The form is as the Milton Regis example bearing a rampant
lion.21 Thirteenth to fourteenth century date most likely.22

LUDDESDOWN

N.G.R. TQ 6564. Copper alloy seal-die (Fig. 4, 2) found by C. Greene.
The piece is an early fourteenth-century seal of vesica form with loop and
ridge on the reverse. I t  is ecclesiastical in character, and depicts the
pelican in her piety (a pelican feeding her young by pecking her breast).
Legend: +SUM PELICANUS CI is derived from Psalm 101 in the
Vulgate; Psalm 102, verse 6 in the English Bible, which reads: Similis
foetus — sum pelicanus solitudinis (I am like a pelican of the wilderness).

MAIDSTONE

N.G.R. TQ 7556. Lead/tin candlestick (Fig. 5) from Great Buckland
Manor ruins (demolished c. 1893) in the Museum's collection was
recently reassessed (MNEMG 1903.19).23 Examination proved it to be
part of an interesting but poorly documented group of lightly-decorated
early medieval candlesticks of lead or lead alloy, made in multi-part
moulds, dated twelfth to thirteenth century. The number of mould
pieces is unclear, but at least five — three sides, top and bottom — to
create a botanical design in three-fold symmetry. Six oak leaves form
the base; there is slight damage below. The stem gives the effect of
twigs, with irregular striations; i t  tapers gradually from the base to a
ring of six suspended acorns. Above, the central shaft is surrounded by
three 'twigs' branching from above the acorns, meeting in the centre of
the shaft, then diverging again to converge below three large projecting
leaves with smaller leaves between (one missing). The top section is
separate, bolted on apparently through the entire length of the piece; it

21 Arch. Cant., civ (1987), 363.
22 Pers. comm. Nick Griffiths.
23 The piece was first published in L. Weaver, English Leadwork (1909), 219 and

fig. 372.
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Fig. 5. Maidstone: Medieval candlestick. (Scale: 'A).
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roughly resembles the trumpet of a flower, bulging out then narrowing
to terminate in a slight evertion. Wavy striations around this form
regular ridges. The central pin may run through the entire length of the
piece; i t  is probably a later alteration and appears to be threaded,
certainly at the top, perhaps along the entire length. It projects at the
bottom and into the cup but does not taper here as on the other pricket
candlesticks. Height 175 mm. This tripod candlestick can be linked to a
group found in London and the Low Countries:24 dating is based on the
context-dated London example: c. 1200 — c. 1230. These are more
normally pricket candlesticks, with a bifurcated iron spike which also
strengthens the stem. The place(s) of origin is yet to be established. The
relatively naturalistic foliate decoration on the present stick does not
appear on others of the group, which feature human, animal and bird
motifs, and in one instance, architectural-style decorations. The design
is significantly different from, and arguably more accomplished than,
those of the Continental and London counterparts; this could be linked
to the social milieu implied by the context of the find.

NEW ROMNEY

(a) N.G.R. TR 0725. Two small lead alloy seal-dies found by J.W.
Moss.
1. Circular lead seal-die with eight rays radiating from the centre
(Fig. 4, 1), 25 mm. diam. Legend: *S'ROB[ ]ELWI:NI. On the reverse
are a lug and central projection.
2. Circular lead seal-die with octofoil design, 25 mm. diam. Legend:
+S'IOHISFTHOM (Seal of John, son of Thomas). The reverse bears a
lug and a double ring with central dot in relief.
(b) N.G.R. TR 0725. Mr Moss also uncovered the cross form from a
medieval harness pendant mount.

ST. MARY-IN-THE-MARSH

N.G.R. TR 0726. Large incomplete circular lead alloy seal-die
(Fig. 4, 3), 38 mm diam., found by J.W. Moss. Design of crosslet with a
smaller cross at forty-five degrees to i t  at the centre. Legend:
[ 1GODE[ ]RIDIFIL'LAVR[ 1.

24 As discussed in G. Egan, The Medieval Household, No. 366, dated to c. 1200-1230
—forthcoming; and S. Vandenberghe, Brugge Order-Zocht, (1988), 179-181 and fig. 161.
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SOUTHFLEET

N.G.R. TQ 6271. A harness mount and pendant discovered by C.M.
Pritchard, dated thirteenth to fourteenth century, this being peak of
production for such pendants.
(a) Heater form mount (Fig. 3, 4), with traces of gilt and blue enamel.
27 x 33 mm.
(b) Square pendant (Fig. 3, 2), roughly made and incomplete, with
stamped design of cross in square and traces of gilding. 22 x 32 mm.
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CLAIRE MASON

BUCKLAND ANGLO-SAXON CEMETERY, DOVER: AN INTERIM REPORT

During the summer of  1994, the Canterbury Archaeological Trust
conducted extensive excavations covering some 1.3 hectares on Long
Hill at Buckland, on the outskirts of  Dover at N.G.R. TR 308428
(epicentre). This work, necessitated by plans to terrace deeply and
build over the entire area, revealed another large and hitherto
unexpected portion of the pagan Anglo-Saxon cemetery already well-
known from major excavations conducted by Evison nearby during the
1950s (Evison 1987). Evidence fo r  both pre- and post-Saxon
agricultural terracing of the hill-side was also recorded.

Funded by the developers, Orbit Housing Association, the site
proved to be considerably more extensive and complex than initial
evaluation work suggested. Nearly 250 new graves were fu l ly
excavated over a period of 15 weeks. In addition, the steep hill-side
was also found to be cut by a series of cultivation terraces filled with
substantial deposits of colluvium which produced large quantities of
prehistoric lithic material and some pottery.

The excavated area lay upon the steep chalk hill-slope which forms
the lower part of Long Hill, a broad spur on the north-eastern side of
the Dour valley, some 1.75 km. to the north-west of Dover's historic
town centre. Professor Evison's excavations of 1951-53 lay to the
north-east, above the railway cutting and revealed a series of 170
Anglo-Saxon graves dated to the period c. A.D. 475-750.
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The 244 Anglo-Saxon graves dug in 1994 lay below the railway
cutting, between the 33 and 44 metre contours. The distribution of
the burials across the site was uneven and various discrete groupings
could be discerned. A l l  the burials were broadly aligned north-west
by south-east, following the contour of the hill-slope and the head
was generally set at the western end. Some 13 graves contained
evidence for the presence of a double burial and one was apparently
a triple. Two graves were enclosed by small ring ditches implying
that they were originally covered with barrows. I t  is clear that most
of the bodies were interred ful ly  clothed and equipped for the
journey to the 'after-l i fe'. Just over two-thirds o f  the burials
contained grave-goods and a significant number were quite richly
furnished. The available dating evidence suggests that all the graves
belong to the period c. A.D. 475-625.

Seven male graves contained a sword, which indicates that these
were men of a high social status. Other men were provided with a
spear and sometimes a shield. In all, the number of weapon graves
recorded was fairly small, totalling just 28 individual burials. Of the
sword graves, one also contained an iron axe-head and another
produced a large iron 'bill-hook'. Rich women were identified by the
presence of fine brooches and beads of coloured glass and amber,
together with a variety of other fittings and personal equipment.

A total of  some 75 brooches was recovered, and these include a
range of  well-known types, including square and radiate-headed
forms, button and annular brooches, Kentish and Frankish disc
brooches, occasional cruciform and small-long types and several
pieces of more unusual form. The number of brooches present in any
one grave varied from 1 to 5, groups of  two or three being most
common. The majority of the brooches were found in the area of the
neck, chest and lower body, suggesting that they were being worn as
clothes fastenings. A few were found in positions that suggest that
they were not being worn but were probably contained within a small
purse at the waist.

Well over 2,000 beads were recovered. The bulk of these was found
in the area of the neck and chest and must represent the remains of
necklaces. Occasionally, however, singles and small groups of beads
were found in the area of the waist and upper legs indicating that they
had been suspended from the belt or contained within a purse at the
side. The majority o f  beads recovered were o f  amber or  glass
(monochrome, polychrome and segmented types), together with a few
of amethyst and white chalk-like material. There were also three gold
bracteates and several small pendants. Other personal equipment
recovered included buckles, finger-rings, keys, tweezers, spindle-
whorls, two rock crystal balls in bronze slings, a rock crystal pendant,
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18 pottery vessels and 13 glass vessels. Other graves were poorer,
sometimes containing just a small iron knife and a considerable number
of people were seemingly buried without anything.

There is no doubt that the Anglo-Saxon burials recorded in 1994
relate to the same cemetery as that excavated in the 1950s, and it is
now clear that a very considerable number of graves must have been
destroyed during the construction of the Dover—Deal railway line cut
through Long Hill in 1879-80. The complete cemetery could once have
contained well in excess of 500 graves.

The cemetery apparently represents the traditional burial place of a
peaceful, well established, local community which included some
individuals of a fairly high status. I t  seems likely that several Anglo-
Saxon villages had been established within the Dour valley by perhaps
A.D. 500-600. These are mainly represented by their cemeteries on the
valley sides, although significant occupation evidence has been
previously recorded by Philp in the area of the 'Painted House' within
the heart of the old Roman town (Philp 1978). Another settlement must
be represented by the large cemetery at Buckland. The precise location
of this settlement is unknown, but i t  was presumably below the
cemetery, adjacent to the Roman road and River Dour in the valley
bottom; this area has now been engulfed by the suburbs of modern
Dover.

The richness and importance of the Anglo-Saxon burials makes the
Buckland site now one of the most important post-Roman cemeteries to
be excavated anywhere in southern Britain. Detailed research on the
finds recovered is being undertaken in conjunction with the British
Museum and a second monograph on the cemetery is planned for the
future.
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