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THE JUTISH CEMETERY AT HALF MILE RIDE, 
MARGATE: A RE-APPRAISAL 

D.R.J. PERKINS 

INTRODUCTION 

In December 1922, Dr Rowe, a physician and antiquary of Margate, 
was called to examine human remains found during road improve-
ments at a spot where an ancient track known as Half Mile Ride1 was 
cut by a new road leading to Minster. This is on the crest of a 
downland ridge at N.G.R. c. TR 34996901. As Rowe pointed out in 
the pages of the local newspaper,2 this was a re-discovery. Road work 
in 1848 uncovered an unknown number of burials.3 Excavations to 
reduce the gradient in 1863 exposed nine graves,4 and another came 
to light in 18935 in front of 'Black Cottages', see Fig. 1. The 
roadworks of 1922 yielded 20 graves, most of them discovered by 
workmen 'hacking down a vertical chalk bank', although a few were 
found by probing. Dr Rowe interpreted the graves as belonging to 
the pagan Anglo-Saxon period. From the paucity of grave goods and 
their low quality, he formed the opinion that the cemetery repre-
sented an early and impoverished community. 

During 1986, the writer was involved in the cataloguing of the 
collections once forming the 'Margate Museum',6 one of which is the 

1 The track takes its name from the horse races held there in the early years of the 
nineteenth century, it is on a line between the medieval Manors of Salmestone and 
Nash. 

2 A. Rowe, The Isle of Thanet Gazette, 20th January 1923, 1. 
3 New Historical Guide to the Isle of Thanet, 1848, 88. Margate Ramsgate and 

Broadstairs Guide, 1853, 24. 
4 Rowe, op. cit. (source unknown). 
5 Rowe, op. cit. (source unknown). 
6 The writer is indebted to Thanet District Council for access to the archaeological 

material described herein. 
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'Rowe Bequest'. In the latter were found artifacts that can be 
attributed to the Half Mile Ride burials, and whose nature would 
seem to belie Rowe's findings. There were also many inconsistencies 
in museum documentation, and evidence for unreported excavations. 
At the same time, there came to hand the results of aerial surveys of 
the site carried out in 1982 and 1986 by the Isle of Thanet Archaeolo-
gical Unit. Taken together, these areas of evidence suggest that a 
re-appraisal of the cemetery is important, particularly since industrial 
development in the last twenty years (more of this is possible) may 
have already destroyed part of a cemetery of some size and wealth. 

The nature of the literature relating to Half Mile Ride is obscure 
and, in the case of Dr Rowe's report, ephemeral. Since readers would 
find great difficulty in obtaining access to it, it is summarized below 
and accompanied by an examination of such of the skeletal material 
and grave goods that have survived a long storage in hostile condi-
tions. 

THE HALF MILE RIDE CEMETERY; SUMMARIZED DATA 

First discovery in 1848, no details known. 
In 1863, nine graves were revealed by road work. One grave was 

probably that of a child, another, of a woman and child, contained an 
earthenware vase 10 in. in diameter, also a coarse black earthenware 
patera or bowl 5 in. in diameter. Three other graves are said to have 
contained goods, a knife, three spears, and a buckle. None of these 
objects have been traced. 

A single grave was found in 1893 when the modern cemetery wall 
was being built. As can be seen from Fig. 1, the find-spot is some 
18 m. east-south-east from the line of the road and the main 
discovery. 

The road works of 1922 revealed 20 graves, contained within an 
area of 137 m. by 15 m. Grave orientations varied between west-
north-west-east-south-east and north-west-south-east, (290°-315°). 
Where skeletons remained in situ the heads of the burials were west. 
All the graves were cut into chalk or bullhead and with one exception 
had rounded bottoms. The depth of graves varied between 45 and 
90 cm., lengths between 140 and 240 cm., and widths between 48 and 
120 cm. 

Grave 1 (1922) 
Excavated from above, 45 cm. deep, no skeletal material, an iron 
spearhead 61 cm. long. 
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Fig. 1. Plan of the Graves at Half Mile Ride, based on Dr Rowe's surviving plans but 
corrected as described in the text. 

Grave 2 
Excavated from above, disturbed. 
Grave 3 
Excavated from above, disturbed, an iron knife and a latch-lifter. 

Grave 4 
Excavated from above, 'a few incomplete long bones only'. 

Grave 5 
Excavated from above. 'Incomplete long bones, probably a woman's; 
a coarse black earthenware patera or bowl, 5 in. in diameter'. 

Grave 7 
'A girl's grave', disturbed, 'a 10 in. black earthenware vase, con-
siderably damaged'. 

Grave 14 
Excavated from above by workmen. This grave held two iron 
spearheads, a belt buckle, and the 'largest and best collection of 
bones'. 

Graves 8, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17 
These are described as containing either 'a few imperfect long bones' 
or 'fragments of bone only'. 
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Graves 6, 9, 13, 18, 19, 20 
Described as 'apparently empty'. 

Dr Rowe believed that this was probably a small cemetery 
representing a small community of early settlers. From the number 
and low quality of grave goods he deduced a date of A.D. 550, or 
even earlier. He regretted that he had not been sent for at an earlier 
stage in the work, and looked forward to carrying out research at the 
site 'in the autumn'. 

Finally, at the close of the last paragraph relating to the cemetery 
he wonders if the graves have not been deliberately disturbed. 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL 

Evidence survives to indicate that further excavations were carried 
out in 1923 and, perhaps, in 1924. After being lost for many years, 
two cemetery plans by Dr Rowe were rediscovered at Margate 
Library during the preparation of this work.7 They show a 'second 
series' of four graves in addition to those described above, presu-
mably found during a later phase of road widening in 1923. A 
reconstruction of the cemetery plans is given as Fig. 1, with the four 
additional graves numbered 21-24. Most of the graves were not 
plotted correctly on the plan, their annotated distance conflicting 
with the plan scale; this has been remedied in the reconstruction.8 As 
will be seen below, a bronze buckle in the Rowe Bequest was 
annotated by Dr Rowe as being obtained at the site in 1924; it could, 
however, be a chance find by gravediggers. Mention has been made 
of a 'Rowe - Hurd correspondence dated 19th of October 1923, but 
all efforts to trace this have failed.9 

A RE-EXAMINATION OF THE SKELETAL MATERIAL 

Grave 2 
This was described by Rowe as 'containing a few long bones'. 
However, most bones of the skeleton were present in fragmentary 

7 Both the drawings are on tracing linen and vary in detail Fig. 2 is based on the 
combination of both. 

8 It seems probable that the error in Rowe's plan could have been caused by 
confusion as to which of the brick piers of the cemetery entrance was the datum point. 

9 Copies of letters and postcards from Dr Rowe to Howard Hurd the Broadstairs 
archaeologist exist, but they relate to the 'Tivoli Villa' and only make a passing 
mention of the Saxon graves. 
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form. Sex was indeterminate. Stature estimated at 166.5 cm., 
(5 ft. 51 in.) and age (from dental attrition) at 25-35 years. 

'Old Grave 3 at 75 yards' 
Only four fragments of cranium and four teeth. A note by Rowe with 
this unlisted material suggests sex as male from the size of skull 
fragments. 

Grave 3 ('at 62 yards') new number 23. 
A note by Rowe indicated that he believed that this grave was that of 
a 'dwarf'. However, on examination it would seem to be female, of 
stature 151.5 cm., (5 ft. 0 in.) and aged (from tooth eruption with 
complete lack of wear) about 17 years. The epiphyses of humeri and 
femora were in process of unification. 

Grave 4 
Only the shaft of a femur remained identifiable. 

Grave 5 
Only fragments of long bones. 

Grave 7 
Described by Rowe as a girl's grave, disturbed. Right pelvis, femur 
and tibia in situ.10 Some skull fragments and right half of lower jaw. 
Stature calculated as 171 cm., (5 ft. 7 in.) age from dental attrition 
c. 25-35 years. 

Grave 14 
Bones surviving storage consisted of right pelvic fragment, sacrum, 
four vertebrae, fragmentary remains of cranium, and both femora. 
Male, stature estimated at 190 cm. (6 ft. 5 in.). 

Grave 18 
Rowe says that nothing was found herein, but a femur 31 cm. in 
length is labelled as originating from this grave. 

ARTEFACTS FOUND IN THE COLLECTION AND ATTRIBUTED TO, OR 
ASSOCIATED WITH, THE HALF MILE RIDE BURIALS 

Grave 1 
The iron spearhead found in this grave was apparently 61 cm. long as 
excavated. It subsequently deteriorated from lack of conservation 

10 Note in Rowe's own hand with bones. 
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work. What survives is shown as Fig. 4, no. 17, with the dotted line 
showing its original outline according to Rowe.11 The detached end 
of the socket, (marked A in the drawing) was lost in the Margate 
Museum. This spearhead more or less conforms to Swanton's type 
D2,12 although without a long solid shank, a sixth- to early eighth-
century form. 

Grave 3 ('at 65 yards') 
This girl's grave yielded an iron pin from under the skull, a knife, and 
an iron latch-lifter, see Figs. 3 and 4, nos. 3, 13, and 9. The last two 
items appear to be familiar sixth-to seventh-century types. 

Grave 3 ('second series at 62 yards') 
To this unlisted grave is attributed a knife, Fig. 4, nos. 12 and 15, iron 
clench bolts, a typical example of which is shown as Fig. 3, no. 7. 
What could be a parallel for this burial was discovered during rescue 
excavations at Thorne Farm in 1984.13 Grave 1 at Thorne was that of 
an adolescent of indeterminate sex buried with a knife and 18 clench 
bolts. The form of the bolts and the way that they were deposited 
suggested that they had once secured the planks of a small boat used 
as a grave cover. 

Grave 5 
This grave was recorded as containing a 'coarse black earthenware 
patera or bowl 5 in. in diameter'. The box labelled as this find held, 
however, only a body sherd and rim fragment from a thin-walled 
vessel in a buff fabric, see Fig. 4, no. 14. The decoration appears to 
be stamped or rouletted. While the surfaces of the sherds appear 
fine-grained, microscopic examination of the fabric section reveals 
fairly coarse particles of silica. An attempt has been made to 
consolidate the sherds with a whitish glue-like substance. Although 
no direct comparison has yet been made, the decoration of the sherds 
appears identical to that of two examples from Canterbury excava-
tions and of similar vessels from the Finglesham cemetery.1 Another 

A drawing in the Old Margate Museum acquisition book is described as a copy of 
Rowe's drawing, which cannot be traced. 

12 M.J. Swanton, A Corpus of Anglo-Saxon Spear-Types, BAR 7, (1974). 
13 D.R.J. Perkins, 'The Monkton Gas Pipeline', Arch. Cant., cii (1985), 51-3. 
14 Similar clench bolts were found at Ozengell, see C. Roach Smith, Collecteanea 

Antiqua, iii, 1854, 17. 
15 Forthcoming in The Archaeology of Canterbury, Vol. V. The two excavations 

are: Frere, cxix E viii, layer 5, and Blockley and Day, Marlowe I, 1978. 
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possible parallel is from Dover. Based on the Finglesham evidence 
the Canterbury pieces have been specifically dated to c. A.D. 
630-70. 

Grave 8 
A fragment of angled iron strip, presumably a box fitting, see Fig. 3, 
no. 4. 

Grave 14 
Of 'parts of two spears' only the socket of one survives, see Fig. 4, 
no. 18. If a drawing in the Margate Museum acquisition book can be 
relied on (it is supposedly based on a drawing by Rowe), then this 
spearhead must have been similar to Swanton's H3 type. An iron 
knife tang retaining fragments of its bone or horn handle was 
incorrectly labelled as a spear fragment, see Fig. 4, no. 10. The large 
iron buckle with bronze rivets has many parallels from seventh-
century sources. It has as yet not been subjected to X-ray examina-
tion, see Fig. 3, no. 2. 

Grave 21 ('grave at 75 yards') 
This contained a spearhead of Swanton's C2 type, see Fig. 5, no. 21. 

Grave 22 ('grave at 72 yards') 
This unlisted grave contained a spearhead of Swanton's C2 type, 
which he describes as a mainly seventh-century form, see Fig 5, 
no. 20. A knife or seax fragment from the grave is shown as Fig. 4, 
no. 11. 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOUND PACKED WITH THE PRECEDING 
ITEMS 

The bronze buckle shown as Fig. 3, no. 1, was labelled as from 'cem 
near wall, 4 ft. 3 in. down, Sept 1924. Saxon buckle c. 500 BC (sic). 
It would appear to belong to the final stage of the series that begins 
with the zoomorphic buckle from Grave 300, Kingston Down.17 This 
is followed by buckles from Grave 47 at Ozengell,18 and Graves 131, 

16 V.I. Evison, Wheel Turned Pottery in Anglo-Saxon Graves, Royal Archaeological 
Institute, (1979), see Fig. 15, i. 

17 B. Faussett, (edited by C. Roach Smith 1856), Inventorium Sepulchrale, 93, 
PI. 9, no. 7. 

18 D.R.J. Perkins, 'Excavation in the Jutish Cemetery at Ozengell, in preparation. 
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Fig. 3. Objects found in or associated with the Half Mile Burials (Scale: 
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150, and 176 at Sibertswold. In these, the explicit device of double 
grotesque animal heads becomes stylized as shaped finials. Another 
buckle from Grave 'L', Valetta House, Broadstairs, coin-dated to 
c. 700 has the fretting of the buckle plate reduced to a simple 
straight-armed cross left by cutting away four rectangles.20 In the 
Half Mile Ride buckle, the-finials are turned in to join, and the four 
small frets now form a curvilinear cross, while the ring-and-dot 
pattern is absent. It is just such 'Celtic' cross motifs that feature in the 
discussion surrounding the Christian or Pagan nature of the Sutton 
Hoo burial.21 In the case of this buckle the change of style and motif 
are surely sufficiently abrupt as to invite similar conjecture. 

Four iron objects, a shield stud, an iron ring, a large nail, and a 
knife or seax, are shown as Fig. 3, nos. 5, 6, 8, and Fig. 4, no. 19. 
They are described in the museum records as being probably from the 
lower Roman levels of the Tivoli villa. They have been conserved, 
however, (reduction and wax consolidation was used on the spear-
heads) whereas clearly labelled ironwork from the Tivoli site is 
untouched. 

A base-cup of green glass is shown as Fig. 4, no. 15. This was found 
packed with the Half Mile Ride material, but is not mentioned in the 
museum records. It has a 'fresh' break with missing fragments, and 
was covered with a light deposit of chalk when unpacked. In his 
classification of Dark Age glass vessels, D.B. Harden22 mentions two 
such cups, from the Gilton cemetery23 and the Chatham Lines24 as of 
'apparently good pedigree.' Here then is another example of this 
rather rare class of vessel turning up in association (it was packed 
with the bronze buckle and pot-sherd mentioned above) with 
seventh-century material. 

The rim and neck of a clear glass vessel is shown as Fig. 4, no. 16. 
When unpacked, it was found to be united to the lower part of a 
broken flask of thick blue-green glass, presumably Roman. The joint 
had been effected with white cloth and a casein type adhesive and was 
coated with a white powder resembling chalk dust. This incongruous 
construction was illustrated in the 'Old Museum' acquisition book 
which describes it as Roman and probably from the twenties brick-

19 B. Faussett, op. cit., 123, PI. 9, no. 12; 124, PI. 9, no. 8, 132; PI. 9, no. 13. 
20 H. Hurd, Some Notes on Archaeological Discoveries at Broadstairs, (1913), 

24-25. 
21 R. Bruce-Mitford, Aspects of Anglo-Saxon Archaeology, 26-37. 
22 D.B. Harden, 'Glass Vessels in Britain and Ireland', Studies in Dark Age Britain, 

(1956). 
23 Faussett, op. cit., 20, PI. 18, no. 5. 
24 J. Douglas Nenia Britannica, (1793), Plate 4, no. 3. 
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field, (about 300 m. north-west of the Half Mile Ride graves). The 
entry continues with the remark that the 'bottle' is broken and the 
fracture covered in 'incrustation'. One is left wondering at the naivety 
of the comment, and the mischievousness of the 'repair'. The 
fragment appears to be the neck of a rather elegant pouch bottle, 
Harden's Class VII, a 2,25 which he ascribes to the seventh century. 
Where the glass thread decoration terminates at the fracture, there is 
a thickening suggesting a protuberance. 

A note on the fate of Dr Rowe's collection and records subsequent 
to his death is given as Appendix II. 

DISCUSSION 

Dr Rowe believed that the Jutish community using the Half Mile 
Ride cemetery was early, poor and small. To deal with the first of 
these contentions, none of the grave goods or related objects 
described herein are of notably early type, or out of keeping with a 
seventh-century date. The bronze buckle in particular appears to 
belong late in a series of mid to late seventh-century forms. 

As to the question of the wealth of the graves, the dearth of grave 
goods may not reflect their original state. To anyone who has 
excavated a heavily disturbed Jutish cemetery and noted the purpose-
ful and energetic techniques of the grave robbers, Rowe's description 
of the graves will be familiar. It is obvious that his first 20 burials had 
been robbed, with the implication that they had contained objects 
whose value would justify the effort. Dr Rowe was curiously slow, 
perhaps reluctant, to recognize this. He reports that 'two graves 
alone yielded bones in abundance', and 'grave after grave showed 
nothing, or only a few imperfect long bones'. Of grave no. 3, he says 
that 'it alone showed an attempt at proper sequence, skull, jaw, 
cervical vertebrae, and upper arms were in position, the rest out of 
position and mostly absent'. However, he felt able to say that, 'even 
empty graves conveyed no impression that they had been previously 
disturbed, the nature of the digging made that point clear'. At last, 
though, he states that 'unless the graves have been deliberately 
disturbed it is difficult to see how even an 18 inch grave could be 
opened by a ploughshare, which only cuts to a depth of 6 ins.' Quite 
apart from the disorder of the remains, the absence of bones is 
telling, since topsoil over the site varies between pH 7 and 8, the 
optimum conditions for bone survival. 

Harden, op. cit., 141, fig. 25, a2. 
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If the disturbance of the graves was contemporary with the 'life' of 
the cemetery, or followed shortly thereafter, its universal nature 
throws light on the status of those interred. Experience in Thanet's 
other cemeteries suggests that the robbers were highly selective in 
their choice of grave and had 'within living memory' knowledge of 
the position of burials and their contents. 

With regard to the size of the cemetery, Rowe quotes a Mr Holtum 
as remembering the ploughing up of bones on the farmland west of 
the road. While announcing the intention of investigating this, 
Dr Rowe had little hope of finding anything.27 The 25 graves of 
whose position we have a record are grouped in an area roughly 125 
m. by 15 m. in extent, with one outlier, (the Black Cottages burial) 
placed 18 m. east of the main group. Dr Rowe thought this to be a 
small burial ground. While he did not state his reasons, we can 
presume that he believed that little of the cemetery lay beyond the 
above area.28 How likely is this? Only a few of Kent's Jutish 
cemeteries have been excavated in their entirety as open field sites. 
Fewer still have been reliably planned, although some unexcavated 
sites manifest explicit crop-marks. From the evidence, however, it is 
possible to say that typically, such a cemetery will be: 
(a) shaped as an extended polygon with its long axis and major 

grave orientation running east-west; 
(b) Situated on the south or south-west facing slope of a downland 

ridge; and 
(c) Associated with Bronze Age round barrows, with these often 

having superimposed Jutish burials, or seeming to mark a 
boundary of the cemetery. 

For a list of the cemeteries considered in making this statement 
and the way in which they conform to the above conditions, see 
Appendix I. 

If the Half Mile Ride burials constitute a complete cemetery, then 
its configuration is without parallel in east Kent. The writer suggests 
that they are more likely to represent a transverse section across a 
cemetery of conventional layout. 

Aerial reconnaissance and field walking have revealed crop- and 

26 The writer has produced a dissertation, (North-east London Polytechnic) which 
explores grave robbery in the Jutish cemetery at Ozengell and embodies a classification 
of robbery methods. 

27 Postcard from Rowe to Hurd dated 31st July, 1923, in Local Studies Archive,. 
Margate Public Library. 

28 Rowe's newspaper article, 'It was probably a small cemetery representing a small 
community of early settlers.' 
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Fig. 5. Objects found in or associated with the Half Mile Burials (Scale: \). 

soil-marks indicating circular ditched enclosures arranged in line 
along the false crest of the Down just south of Half Mile Ride, see 
Fig. 2. The two eastern ring ditches contain markings that can be 
interpreted as extended burials orientated east-west. The ring ditches 
do not appear to be penannular; this and their size indicates that they 
are not Jutish grave structures, but re-used Bronze Age barrows, a 
Jutish custom with local parallels.29 Do these burials (perhaps 
founder graves) represent the eastern extremity of the cemetery? No 

29 At Ozengell/Lord of the Manor, Ramsgate, Bronze Age barrows 2D, 3, and 5 
were re-used in this way, (from Thanet Archaeological Unit records). 
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finds have been reported from the area between the two grave 
groupings, but thus far development has been limited to metalling 
and the footings of a garage and stores. Had any skeletal material 
come to light in the past, the proximity of the Victorian cemetery 
might well have caused discretion and reticence to be exercised by the 
finders. 

The Half Mile Ride burial ground would have been separated from 
the ancient site of Margate by a broad marsh-filled valley, in all about 
2 km. (14 miles) across. It is probable, therefore, that the settlement 
whose cemetery this was lay somewhere much closer. In this context 
we can consider Salmestone and Nash, as well as the land south-west 
of the Lydden Valley which the site overlooks. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Half Mile Ride burials would seem to belong to another in the 
series of late sixth- to seventh-century cemeteries that witness the 
consolidation phase of the Jutish settlement of Kent. Although at 
present of indeterminate size, the number of graves in the small area 
indicates that the cemetery may well be extensive. Exploratory 
excavations on the farmland east and west of the site would prove 
informative as to this point. Should any re-development be projected 
for the 'Amenity Tip' site or the Cementation Company land where 
these abut Half Mile Ride, the archaeological implications must 
surely merit prior investigation. 
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APPENDIX I 

A list of Jutish cemeteries considered in discussion showing how they 
conform to conditions a, b, and c. Thanet cemeteries marked thus: * 
Y = conforms to condition, N = does not conform, U = condition 
unknown. 
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Cemetery 

Bradstowe School* 
Monkton* 
Ozengell* 
Sarre* 
St. Peter's* 
Finglesham 
Hilborough 
Polhill 

Evidence derived from: 

Partial excavation 
Excavation and civil engineering work 
Excavation (1977-82) and crop-marks 
Excavation and crop-marks 
Excavation 
Excavation 
Excavation 
Excavation 

Conditions (a) 

U 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
N 
Y 
Y 

(b) 

Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
Y 

(c) 

Y 
U 
Y 
Y 
Y 
N 
Y 
Y 

Sources: 
The Finglesham,30 Hilborough,31 Monkton,32 and Polhill33 cemetery reports are 
accompanied by plans. An unpublished plan exists for Sarre, and a plan of the 
St. Peter's burial ground has appeared.34 The Isle of Thanet Archaeological Unit holds 
plans and aerial photographs of the Ozengell and Sarre cemeteries. 

APPENDIX II 

As can be seen from the foregoing, there is a number of inconsisten-
cies between Dr Rowe's report and the surviving evidence. These are 
easily explained by a resumption of excavations in 1923 and/or 1924, 
of which no account is known, although the grave plan demonstrates 
that they took place. The likelihood that such a record existed, and 
the difficulties encountered in a search for this and other material are 
best illustrated by the following account of Dr Rowe's last years, and 
the fate of his collections. 

When summoned to the site in December 1922, Rowe was 64 years 
old. He was an amateur palaeontologist of distinction, and that 
subject clearly claimed his attention.35 Nevertheless, when the 
chance discoveries at Half Mile Ride and Tivoli36 were brought to his 
notice, he responded with the enthusiasm of a true man of science. 

30 S.C. Hawkes, 'Orientation at Finglesham', Arch. Cant., xcii (1976), 33-51. 
31 V.I. Evison, 'An Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Holborough, Kent', Arch. Cant., 

Ixx (1956), 84-141. 
32 S.C. Hawkes et al. 'The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Monkton, Thanet', 

Arch. Cant., Ixxxix (1974), 49-89. D.R.J. Perkins and S.C. Hawkes, 'The Thanet Gas 
Pipeline (Monkton Parish)', Arch. Cant., ci (1984) 83-114. 

^3 B. Philp, 'The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Polhill', Excavations in West Kent 
1960-70, 164-85. 

34 A.C. Hogarth, 'Structural Features in Anglo-Saxon Graves', Arch. Journ., 
cxxx (1973), 104-19. 

35 Rowe was a Fellow of the Geological Society who made major contributions in 
the subject of Chalk palaeontology. 

36JRS, xiv (1924), 240; Antiq. Journ., v (1925), 164-5. 

234 



THE JUTISH CEMETERY AT MARGATE 

The sites were only a few hundred metres from his home, and at least 
in the case of the 'Tivoli Villa' he continued enthusiastically to 
excavate until October 1925. He died in September 1926 of a malady 
that 'worked havoc with his body' and which he resisted because 'I 
was determined to finish my present manuscript of over 300 pages 
before I gave in'.37 Today, 60 years on, he is still remembered by a 
few elderly people, both as 'Doctor Arthur' and as an archaeologist 
who never turned youngsters away from his digs. 

After the death of Dr Rowe, his extensive collection of pictures 
and archaeological and historical material relating to Margate passed 
by his will to the town. It included Rowe's archaeological notes and 
his correspondence (carried out by postcard) with Howard Hurd, the 
Broadstairs archaeologist. Sadly, the doctor's gift fared ill. The Rowe 
Bequest was not displayed or even (books and manuscripts apart) 
catalogued. It was presumably stored in the Borough of Margate 
Public Library which then occupied the basement and ground floor of 
53 Hawley Square, Margate, being moved in 1935 to the 'Old Cottage 
Hospital' building in Victoria Road. At the outbreak of the Second 
World War, it would have been removed from the town for safety. 
After the war, the collection re-appeared in the 'new' library at 
Victoria Road. From 1947 an attempt was made to catalogue the 
collection and to exhibit some of the material in a small museum 
room. A correspondence exists between a librarian, Mr Taft-White, 
and the British Museum and others; its purpose that of making some 
sense of the archaeological material.38 While escaping the fate of the 
Ramsgate Museum material,39 the collection had obviously become a 
little mixed during removals. 

In 1972, the Thanet towns were united, becoming Thanet District 
Council. A new Margate library, (now part of KCC Library Service) 
was set up and re-housed. The Margate Museum collection was left 
behind in the old building in Victoria Road, where it was subject to 
small-scale pillaging. For security, it was then removed to the cells of 
the disused Police Station attached to Margate's Old Town Hall. This 
ancient building had no damp course or effective heating and was 
occasionally subject to sea-water flooding. Close confinement for a 

37 Dr Rowe's obituary in the Isle of Thanet Gazette, September 1926. 
38 Preserved in the Local Studies Archive, Margate Public Library. 
39 Moved to Nethercourt House, Ramsgate, at the outbreak of war, this material 

remained there until the 1960s when Council workmen, who had been told to clear the 
house, unfortunately burnt the museum collection. Flower-beds on the site yield such 
varied items as flint axes, Saxon radiate brooches, Etruscan lamps, and glass eyes from 
stuffed birds. Caution is necessary in ascribing provenance to artifacts from the 
Nethercourt Park area. 
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decade has done nothing to enhance the pictures and artifacts. Fro 
the foregoing, it will be evident that there are problems of prov 
nance, and that both records and artifacts are likely to be missii 
from the collection. It is indeed a wonder that so much of the Rov 
Bequest has survived, although its continued existence depends on 
being made accessible to experienced conservators. 
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