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NEWINGTON, NEAR HYTHE: THE
THREATENED VILLAGE
HISTORIC BUILDINGS AFFECTED BY THE CHANNEL TUNNEL
E.W. PARKIN

Nestling under the North Downs near their eastern end is the small
village of Newington-juxta-Hythe (Fig. 1), still a quiet enough place,
where only the occasional car or tractor is heard to disturb its peace.
Before the railway came, the village was a three-mile walk (5 km.)
to the then little fishing harbour of Folkestone, but today the urban
sprawl o f that town, and its suburb Cheriton reaches almost to
Newington, with a brand-new hypermarket the latest addition. The
M20 motorway also passes very close, but more threatening still is the
new plan for the Channel Tunnel which, at the time of writing, is well
advanced.
Happily, the planners appear to be leaving Newington as an oasis
in the middle of it all (Fig. 2), perhaps the most they could do for the
pathetic appeals in some of the windows, 'No to the Channel Tunnel'.
Nevertheless, considerable Roman and Jutish remains have been
found i n the area, and a t a meeting o f Council o f the Kent
Archaeological Society in February 1986, a resolution was passed
expressing concern at the archaeological implications of the scheme,
and stressing the need for systematic surveying. This paper then seeks
to examine the historic buildings in the area concerned, and to record
that part of our architectural heritage which lies in, or close to, the
new works.
As its name implies, Newington dates from pre-Conquest times.
Domesday informs us that there was a church here in 1086, with 21
bordars and 3 servants, holding altogether 21 carucates of land. The
Lordship of the Manor was at that time held by Hugo de Montfort,
given to him by the Conqueror for his services at Hastings. Hugo's
grandson Robert was later disgraced and went into voluntary exile,
the lordship reverting to the Crown, afterwards being given to Hugo
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The Church of St. Nicholas, from the North-east.
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Fig. 3. T h e Church of St. Nicholas.

de Burgh of the Belhouse family.' In 1201, the manor was held by
Simon d'Averanches, when a dispute arose between him and Baldwin, Earl of Guisne in Flanders, the issue being fought out between
their champions, at which that of Baldwin prevailed, the lordship
thus passing to the Abbey of Guisnes. I t was probably they who
rebuilt the church at Newington early in the thirteenth century, and
adding the aisle early in the fourteenth, with the Lady Chapel later
the same century.
The lordship again reverted to the Crown until, in the fifteenth
century, Newington was one of the endowments given by Edward IV
to John Kemp, then Archbishop of York, for the benefit of his newly
formed college at Wye.
. I n the Domesday survey, the village is referred to as Nevante, but
in the reign of Henry VIII it is listed as Newington Belhouse.
The following notes about the buildings of historic interest here
must of necessity be brief, but it is hoped that they will convey the
great wealth of our heritage still to be found in villages such as this.

I E. Hasted, History of Kent, 2nd edn., VIII, 199.
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1. T H E CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS (Figs. 1 a n d 3, P l a t e TB)

The long narrow nave of this church and the chancel are Norman,
with some remnants of Saxon work at the extreme west end, Three
great arches were cut through the north wall of the nave when the
lean-to north aisle was added early in the fourteenth century, where
the narrow Norman windows thus displaced were re-used to light the
aisle. Above the most western of these arches is evidence of a gallery
pew, perhaps once a musicians' gallery.
The Norman builders obviously intended to build a tower at the
west end of the nave, as evidenced by the greater thickness of the
walls there. Subsequently, a short spire is mentioned in an inventory
dated 1552: 'First I l l j bells in the stepell, whereof wee doo owe the
bellfounder m e m o r a n d u m : stolen when the church was
broken into and robbed: Ij candelstykes of latten and one vestment.'
The church now has a weather-boarded bell-turret at its west end,
once shingled, with a small lead cupola. Despite, however, the
spoiling of 1552, and again in Cromwell's time, we find this building
still has very much of interest.
The bell-turret is supported on four massive posts, the ringing
chamber being once on the upper floor, but now at ground level. The
windows in the chancel are original, as is the priests's doorway on the
south side. All Norman arches, including the main chancel arch are
plain, while there is the usual squint between the chapel and the main
altar, and a small blocked window which once had a shutter to be
opened when the sacring bell was rung. There is a fifteenth-century
font supported by five shafts, and an old alms box cut from the solid.
The fifteenth-century pulpit has later panelling, some linenfold, and
some from the now vanished screen.
There are two small medieval stained glass windows in the chapel,
and a good assortment o f brasses and memorials, many to the
Drake-Brockman family. The oldest brass dates from c. 1480, and
others include one to Richard Ryege and his three wives. There is an
interesting brass plate to Dr Christopher Reittinge, M.D., an Hungarian buried here in 1612, who was for seven years physician to the
Czar of Russia.
Most of the brasses are obviously not in their original position, and
visitors are sometimes amused to see the pious figure of John Clerk,
priest o f Newington, who died i n 1501, dressed i n eucharistic
vestments, and holding in his hand a chalice and wafer, with the
brasses of three small children attached to him. These are believed to
have been originally with the effigies of Thomas Chilton and his wife
Thom asine.
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A reminder of Cromwellian times is a carved plaque, dated 1650,
to Thomas Booth, Pastor.
Although more modern heating has been installed, the original
method of warming the church still survives, and is of considerable
interest. It is constructed on Roman lines, based on the hypocaust
system, and was in use until this century. Iron plates among the
floor-tiles covered fires which were lit below and, as an old man
remembers, were sometimes glowing red hot.
The entrance porch of the church is on the north side, and near this
is a great yew tree, many centuries old.
2. POUND FARM (Fig. 4, Plate IIA)
This is an interesting but complicated building, showing building
work from at least five periods. The main ones may be listed thus:
Thirteenth century. Thick stone rubble walls in the west wing, with a
narrow, deeply splayed window on the south side, now blocked. This
appears to show that the original house here was o f a Norman
hall-and-cellar type.
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Fourteenth century. A t this time the west and east wings were two
small separate buildings, as both show the remains of jettying, or
overhangs on their west sides, now covered by later work. There is
some early timber-framing, with wattle-and-daub infilling.
Fifteenth century. The central hall was added at this time, as the
soot-coated roof-timbers and crown-post show. The east wing has a
similar crown-post roof, although not blackened, indicating that this
part was re-roofed at the same time as the hall. In the west wing there
is no crown-post, but there are signs that it did have one, the roof
having been re-built again later, using some of the old rafters. This
wing was extended at the rear, leaving a good framed partition with
wattle-and-daub, seen best from inside the extension.
Sixteenth century. The lean-to behind the east wing is also timberframed, but a little later in style, believed to be sixteenth-century.
Seventeenth century. The central hall was floored in at this time, the
joists are of lesser scantling, and chamfered with plain stops. The
great beam is also chamfered, but with scroll stops. The three
fireplaces with their chimneys were added at this time also, as shown
by their style and brickwork. The wide kitchen fireplace, whose beam
measures 12 ft. (3.64 m.) had, when first seen, a modern tiled grate in
it, with cupboards on each side. These were later taken out, and it
was discovered that the old bread oven i n the left-hand corner
remained in a remarkably good state of preservation, with its iron
door and latch still in working condition.
The south door of the east wing, and also the hall are both faced
with seventeenth-century brickwork, while the extreme east end is
tile-hung. There is still some timber-framing behind these.
Eighteenth century. Until 1968, there was an eighteenth-century
vestibule behind the main front door, and also a staircase of the same
period. These were then removed to enlarge the hall, and the present
wide modern staircase put in.
3. T H E VILLAGE POUND

This may still be found in the village street at the entrance drive to
Pound Farm. I t is a small walled square, where in former days
straying animals, o r others impounded for debt, were kept until
redeemed by their owners.
4. T H E VILLAGE POOR HOUSE ( P l a t e I I I A )

This may be seen on the north side of the church, facing the little
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triangular green with its War Memorial, where once stood the village
pump. From Tudor times until 1835, the Poor Law was administered
by the parish. A Poor Rate was levied twice a year, to enable a
destitute person to receive a small amount, varying between 1/6d. to
3 shillings a week. After 1662, any newcomer to the parish likely to
become a charge on the rates could be transferred back to his own
parish with a 'Vagrant Pass,' however far this might be, the constable
of each parish handing the person in question on to the next parish.
The Poor House at Newington is now in private hands, but it
remains much as i t was about 1700 or a little before, built then
possibly because of the 1662 Act.
It is double-fronted, in red brick, with a central bay or porch, and
has twin roofs, with a valley between and two gables at each end. The
dentilation under its eaves is typical of the eighteenth century, there
being three windows on the ground floor, left of the porch, with three
above, and two on each floor to the right. The wide central porch, or
bay, also has a window on each side, the two corresponding ones
above being blocked. A closer examination of the windows, however,
suggests a date before 1700, rather than after, because they are of the
older type of casement, with very small rectangular panes.
5. T H E SMALLEST WEALDEN (Fig. 5 and Plate JIB)
This interesting old building stood on the west side of 'The Street'
directly opposite the village pound, until it was pulled down in 1967,
when fortunately it was photographed and recorded, and so can be
included here. The name `Wealden' has been given to the Kentish
type of medieval hall-house, which was timber-framed, and in fashion
between roughly 1350 and 1520. I t had a central hall, open to the
roof, with an open hearth in the middle o f the clay floor, and a
two-storey wing on each side — all under one, usually crown-post
roof.
This Wealden house at Newington proved to be the smallest yet
recorded; the central hall measuring only 15 ft. (4.55 m.) square, with
the north wing 7 ft. (2.12 m.) wide, and the south wing a mere 6 ft.
(1.82 m.).
The north wing still had its original joists, which showed that there
had originally been a ladder stair to the upper room. In the south
wing only the front joists with the overhang Were medieval.
A floor had been inserted in the hall in the seventeenth century, as
evidenced by the chamfered joists, and by a small window in the
upper part which had ovolo mullions and fittings fashionable in that
century.
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The timber-framing of both the north wing and the hall was still
exposed to the street (Plate IIB), but that of the south wing was
found to be intact, but hidden behind a brick wall under the jetty, and
mathematical tiles to match above. A passage-way had been constructed under the north wing to give access to the rear of the house.
Remains o f more ancient stone and flint walling indicated that
there had been an earlier house on this site, perhaps a 'hall and cellar'
one in the Norman style, as also discovered at Pound Farm, Stone
Farm and Brook House.
A wide Tudor fireplace had been built on the south side of the old
hall. This had moulded stone jambs, and an oak beam, also deeply
moulded.
The roof had been rebuilt, but re-using some o f the medieval
rafters. Several of these rafters and a fifteenth-century door-frame
had been used to construct a porch at the rear of the house. Some of
the internal walls still had their wattle-and-daub infilling, especially
the former outer wall at the back of the hall, which was in excellent
condition. In Victorian times, a kitchen had been added at the rear of
the house, as well as the existing staircase there, and most of the
windows.
When the old building was finally pulled down, evidence was
discovered to show that there had once been another medieval house
butting on to it on the north side, of which two posts and a pair of
rafters remained in situ. Fragments of these may still be seen, wedged
between the modern houses.
6. T H E OLD BARLEY MOW

A little further up the street on the west side is an eighteenth-century
house, now a private residence, which still has a fascia board showing
that it was once the 'Old Barley Mow'. This was never an inn in the
ordinary sense, but just a 'beer house', with a half licence. It was also
a village shop, selling bits of everything. The old post office, a little
further down the street was run for many years by a Mr Lincoln,
closing finally in October 1965.
The Barley Mow has a large modern window to the left of the
doorway where the shop front used to be, but which is in keeping
with the other windows, all of which have their original glazing bars.
Under the eaves there is the usual eighteenth-century brick dentilation.
7. N E W I N G T O N GRANGE, a n d 8 . T H E OLD COACH HOUSE

Both these are built o f stone rubble, and are Victorian in style,
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probably mid nineteenth-century and not earlier, as there is no
mention of them on the local Tithe Map.

9. T H E VILLAGE SCHOOL

The existing school building is Edwardian, now privately occupied,
but an early record informs us that on March 25th, 1581, a licence was
granted by Canterbury Cathedral to 'John Deedes de Newingtonjuxta-Hythe' to practise here as a schoolmaster. Where this school
was held is not known; i t may have been i n the church, as was
sometimes the case.

10. H O M E FARM

This may be seen on the west side of the church, at the southern end
of the village street, and has buildings chiefly of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. It is still a working farm, but beginning to look
neglected, which is not altogether surprising, considering that almost
all the farm land around the village is being subject to a compulsory
purchase order.

11. P E A N HOUSE

A little way north of the village, but still within the parish, is the
hamlet of Pean, where we find Pean House, an early timber-framed
hall-house, now altered and added to, and divided into two dwellings.
The heavy timbers of its sans purlin roof suggest that it is of the first
half of the fourteenth century. It has old fireplaces and other features
of interest.
12. STONE FARM (Plate IVB)
On the A20, opposite the turning to Newington village, is Stone
Farm, where one finds the lower part of the main front wing very
ancient, with thick, stone rubble walling, and a narrow blocked stone
window of the thirteenth century. This was probably the undercroft
of Norman 'hall and cellar' building, the first floor having been
replaced by a fifteenth-century timber-framed part. This is similar to
the Old Vicarage (Fig. 1, no. 18), with its hipped roof, and added
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fireplace, but with the timbering covered by hanging-tiles. A more
modern wing has been added at the rear.

13. M I L L HOUSE

A little further westward along the A20, the road crosses a small but
deep ravine, in which are two houses. The first one is Mill House,
which formerly had a water-mill at its rear end, but which has now
been partly incorporated into the house. Both this house and the one
beyond it are mainly nineteenth-century.

14. B R O O K HOUSE

Turning right here into the lane leading to Frogholt, the first house on
the left is Brook House, which is of great interest. There has been a
house on this site since at least the thirteenth century, as there are
substantial remains of a massive stone rubble wall in which is a small
pointed stone window. T h e house stands i n a most delightful
position, with a garden leading down into the deep valley cut by the
Seabrook stream.
Inside, one finds the main framework of an important fifteenthcentury hall-house, with one large cross-wing on its upper side. This
wing is jettied on its west side, as can be seen inside a later addition.
The hall was a large one, with a heavy central tie-beam surmounted
by a fine crown-post, now seen behind the Tudor chimney upstairs.
The sitting room, formerly the kitchen, has a wide fireplace, on which
peg-holes show where was once fitted a spit machine. Patching of
modern brick on the left side of the fireplace shows the position of the
old bread oven. The earlier brickwork is narrow and wide jointed,
typical of the sixteenth century. An old pot-hanger still hangs inside
the fireplace.
The hipped roof appears to be original, but much of the house was
altered and added to in the eighteenth century, when the timberframing was largely enclosed in brickwork of the period.

15. M A G P I E COTTAGE

Turning the next corner, we find ourselves i n a most delightful
wooded hollow, where the Seabrook stream runs along beside the
lane. The first house on the left is Magpie Cottage, where the
183
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brickwork of the end of the house which faces us shows that this is a
seventeenth-century Dutch style brick house, the right-hand front of
which is now weatherboarded.
16. FROGHOLT COTTAGE (Fig. 6 and Plate IIIB)
This little gem sits leaning over the stream, and is a rare survival of
Old England, dating, i t is believed, from before 1350. I t was last
occupied by an old gardener in 1939, and has since been in use as a
store. I t was carefully renovated some years ago by its then owner,
the late Captain E.H.O. Elkington of Frogholt House opposite, and
is one of the very few old hall-houses which has never had an upper
floor inserted in the hall.
Several cottages such as this with one end jetty still existed in 1960,
in which year one called Upstreet Cottage was pulled down at
Etchinghill, and another one in the Alkham Valley, which was the
medieval part of Chilton Farm. Two years later, one opposite the
entrance of Leeds Priory near Maidstone also vanished, but was
recorded and published in Archaeologia Cantiana.2
At the cottage at Frogholt, the central hall has a tiny parlour
leading off it at its north end, where the joists are only 5 ft. 9 in.
(1.76 m.) above the floor, and where a square opening shows that
there was once a vertical ladder leading up to the solar, the only
upper room, which has its end jetty or overhang leaning out over the
small stream.
The hall has outer doors, front and back at its south end, beyond
which is a small room, believed to have been a store.
The framework of the cottage is substantial, there being three
cambered tie-beams, one in each partition, and one over the hall.
The partition between hall and parlour is as it always was, with wide
curved braces, and wattle-and-daub infilling.
The roof appears to have been of the sans purlin type, having been
re-built, but re-using some of the old rafters.
A wide fireplace with narrow brickwork was inserted in the early
seventeenth century, where, during the renovations o f 1959, a
Victorian grate was removed, behind which was discovered a neat
little Georgian one which, when taken out, left the wide fireplace as it
was originally, with its bread oven in the left hand corner.
Judging from medieval illustrations such as the Luttrel Psalter, the
overhang on timber-framed houses must first have become fashionable somewhere about 1250, after which these simple little dwellings
2 E.W. Parkin, Arch. Cant., lxxviii (1963), 145.
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would have been much in evidence between that date and 1350,
before the Wealden house came to be so popular.
17. F R O G H O LT HOUSE

This stands in its own grounds almost directly opposite the cottage,
and is a medieval timber-framed house which has been much added
to, and disguised by tile-hanging, etc. There is a wing with a forward
jetty to the right, the old hall being to the left of that. The house has
been extended in later periods, both to the rear and to the left.
The Seabrook stream runs through the gardens in front of the
house, and then under a small bridge, turns and runs for a short
distance along the south side of the lane.
It seems hard to believe that this lane was once the main highway
between Ashford and Folkestone, but is now a dead end, having been
sealed off at its western extremity near the new roundabout at the
Hythe crossroads. Over the centuries, where this lane descends to
Frogholt, the wheels of carts and the rain running down in rivulets
have left the lane deeply cut into a hollow. Here, the roadway once
forded the stream, and continued straight on across the fields, along
what is now a footpath, towards the centre of Newington village, the
route being marked A—A—A on the plan (Fig. 1). It then went straight
on, past the Poor House on the left and the church on the right, soon
bearing right near the Grange and the Old Coach House along what
is now another footpath, joining the present A20 a little beyond the
village.
It is interesting to note that on the earliest Ordnance Survey map of
East Kent, dated January 1st, 1819, the road from Folkestone
by-passed Newington village, but fought shy of the deep ravine near
Mill House, and turned right into Frogholt again, so continuing
through the hamlet, and up to the Hythe crossroads and on to
Ashford.
On the early Ordnance Survey map, Frogholt is called Frogwell,
the ancient name for Frogholt House being Frogg's Hall, after the
Norman Frogenhall family, who once held extensive estates in this
part of Kent.
18. T H E OLD VICARAGE (Fig. 5 and Plate IVA )
From Frogholt, if we continue eastwards along the footpath marked
A, before we come to Newington village again, we pass a timberframed house on the left called the Old Vicarage. It is substantially
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built with close studding, and certainly suggests former church
property. I t has a dragon beam at its south-east corner, with a jetty
on the east and south sides. The little building always had two floors,
with no sign of an open hall, which raises the question as to whether it
was originally the parlour wing of a larger house, perhaps on the site
of the adjoining eighteenth-century house on its left. This might be
further investigated.

19. T H E OLD STONE BARN

This is the oldest building of Home Farm, and stands right on the
road to the west o f the church. I t is built o f stone rubble with
galleting, and has very narrow loop windows, some edged with small
red brick. It also has a string-course of early brick, suggesting that it
could date from c. 1600 or earlier. Its original roof has gone, but the
rest of the building is in good condition.

20. L O N G P O R T

A little way along the A20 to Folkestone, but still within the parish
boundary is yet another medieval timber-framed house. This stands
end on to the road, and judging from its outbuildings, was formerly a
farm. It appears to have been originally a larger hall-house with a
cross-wing at its southern end. Whether it will survive the proposed
Channel works remains to be seen, for it appears it will be under, or
very close to, the dual viaduct which may carry the tunnel railway and
the south access road over the present A20. More should be known
about this house.

21. B E A C H B O R O U G H

Once written `Bilcheborough', this ancient estate on the west side of
Newington parish, was, in Norman times the seat of the Valoigns, in
whose possession it continued down to Waretious de Valoigns who,
dying without male issue, the property passed to his daughter,
married at the time to Sir Francis Fogge. The latter died in the reign
of Edward III, and is buried in the chancel of Cheriton church.
The Fogges continued to live here until near the end of the reign of
Elizabeth I, when George Fogge of Brabourne sold the estate to Mr
Henry Brockman, a younger son of the Brockmans o f Witham in
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Essex, and it was he who rebuilt the house in Tudor style, a house
which remained in the occupation of that family for many years.
It was Sir William Brockman, Sheriff o f Kent, who i n 1648
gallantly defended Maidstone when i t was besieged by a large
Roundhead force commanded by General Fairfax.
The Brockmans continued here until the death of James Brockman
in 1767; he had remained unmarried, and was the last direct male
heir. In his will he left Beachborough and other properties to the
Rev. Ralph Drake of St. John's College, Oxford, who had married
Caroline, the youngest daughter of Henry Brockman of Cheriton,
from another branch o f the family. James i n his will added an
injunction that the Rev. Drake should take the name and the coat of
arms of the Brockmans. This he did by Act the following year, thus
founding the family of Drake-Brockman, members of which still live
in the district today, and whose family memorials may be seen in the
churches of Newington and Cheriton.
The Drake-Brockmans continued for some time at Beachborough,
but were forced later to lease the house and estate to various tenants,
one of whom was a close friend of Lloyd George who was known to
visit Beachborough on several occasions.
Then, during the First World War, the house became a Canadian
military hospital, and afterwards, between the two wars it was leased
out as a boys' preparatory school, reverting to military use again
during the Second World War.
In August 1953, while the house was being renovated, the careless
use of a blow-lamp by a workman in the roof caused a major fire, in
which the centre part of the house was gutted.
Today, the two wings remain, with the fine Greek Doric porch
standing isolated in the centre. Above this, on the remaining part
of the gable, is still the sun-dial on which is the date 1813. I t was
in that year when the Elizabethan house was replaced by the present
one.
There are various stories about the Drake-Brockman family; one
squire had his own pack of hounds and had apparently an over-riding
passion for the hunt, until one day he was thrown from his horse, and
so badly injured that he was unable to ride again. In order that he
might still see the hunt in progress, he built a belvedere, or gazebo,
on the summit of the prominent hill still called Summerhouse Hill,
where he could sit and see something of the hounds and horses. This
hill is over 400 ft. (122 m.) high, and remained with its temple-like
gazebo, until on November 5th, Guy Fawkes Day 1935 vandals
burned the attractive little building down. This had been hexagonal in
plan, with a small dome and sloping roof supported on columns, and
had commanded extensive views, even as far as the sea. One of the
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squire's sons meanwhile had taken on the mastership of the East
Kent hounds, a position which he held for 38 years.
Arthur Mee3 tells us that the 1813 house was decorated by the
Adam brothers and had a remarkable staircase.

22. T E M P L E COTTAGE

Just before one reaches Beachborough, on the right-hand side of the
road to Canterbury, stands a remarkable little building. I t is in the
`Gothick' revival style, with pointed stone windows and castellated
parapets. The stone with which it was built was brought from the
medieval house called Brockhill in the nearby village of Saltwood,
another home of the Brockman ancestors.
This house was built shortly after 1767 by the Rev. Ralph Drake
after he had acquired Beachborough, in order to house his bailiff.
After 1918, it was obviously used as part of the preparatory school, as
evidenced by its small bell turret.
The Brockman collection of archives, charters, etc., is the second
largest known in Kent, most of them now being housed in the British
Museum. The earliest charter is dated 1207, and there are many from
every reign down to James I, making a grand total of 562. In addition
to these, there are 37 undated charters, and 'two boxes unsorted'
from Henry VII to James I. The undated ones are nearly all early
ones.

SUMMARY

All that has been briefly described here is but an indication of the
great wealth o f our Kentish heritage which i s being so slowly
discovered. Here we have 22 buildings of historic interest of which 9
are medieval timber-framed houses, all in one rural parish, once
remote but now the focus of so much attention.
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