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ANNUAL REPORT

A N N U A L R E P O RT FOR T H E Y E A R E N D E D
31st D E C E M B E R , 1986
Council presents its one hundred and twenty-eighth Report and
Statement of Accounts for 1985.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting was held at Faversham on Saturday,
17th May, when Council's Annual Report and Statement of Accounts
for 1985 were accepted. Messrs. Robson Rhodes were re-elected as
Auditors o f the Society. The resolution proposed by Council to
increase the annual subscription rates was carried nerrz. con. With
effect from 1st January, 1987, these are as follows: Ordinary
Members £10, Joint Members £13, Institutions £17, Affiliated Societies £10, Reduced under Rule 39(f) £5, and Junior £5. The resolution on the Agenda proposed by Mr Philp and others was defeated
by 92 votes to 25 with 4 abstentions.
OFFICERS

The following were elected as officers of the Society:
The President

Mr L. R. A. Grove, B.A., F.S.A.,
F.M.A.
The Hon. Editor
Dr A . P. Detsicas, B.A., M . A . ,
D.Litt., F.S.A., F.S.A.Scot.
The Hon. Treasurer
Mr L. D. Lyle, M.A.
The Hon. General Secretary
Mr A. C. Harrison, B.A., F.S.A.
The Hon. Membership Secretary Mrs. M. Lawrence
The Hon. Excursions Secretary Mr M. A . Crane, B.A.
The Hon. Curator
Mr D . B . Kelly, B . A . , F.S.A.,
A.M.A.
The Hon. Librarian
Dr P. H. G. Draper, B.Sc., Ph.D.
COUNCIL

The following were elected members of Council after a ballot: M r
P. H. Blake*, M r R. A . C. Cockett, M r A. I. Moffat, M r M. A .
Ocock, Mr P. E. Oldham and Mr C. P. Ward*.
* retiring member of Council
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PUBLICATIONS

Volume CII of Archaeologia Cantiana was published in 1986. The
volume maintains its high standard under the editorship of Dr A. P.
Detsicas, B.A., M.A., D.Litt., F.S.A., F.S.A.Scot., and its contents
cover a wide field of Archaeology and History.
Volume I I of the Society's Monograph Series, Watermills (Kent
and the Borders of Sussex), by M. J. Fuller and R. J. Spain, was also
published in 1986. Volume I I I , The Roman Villa at Lullingstone,
Kent. I I : The Wall Paintings and Finds, by Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates,
F.S.A., is in the press and will be published in July 1987.
Volumes VIII and I X of The Archaeology o f Canterbury series,
Canterbury Excavations Intra- and Extra-Mural Sites 1949-55 and
1980-84, by S. S. Frere, P. Bennett, J. Rady and S. Stow, and St.
Augustine's: 1960-78, Report on Excavations, by D. Sherlock and H.
Woods, respectively, will also be published in the course of 1987.
FINANCE

In addition to the publication of Archaeologia Cantiana the following
expenditure i n excess o f £2,500 was authorised b y Council:
Watermills (Kent and the Borders of Sussex), by M. J. Fuller and R. J.
Spain—£5758.
Members may help the Society at no cost to themselves by entering
into a four-year Covenant. This enables us to recover nearly £4 per
member from the Inland Revenue. Forms for this purpose may be
obtained from the Hon. Membership Secretary.
Subscriptions should be paid direct t o the Hon. Membership
Secretary, preferably by Banker's Order.
EXCURSIONS

To commemorate the publication of the one hundredth volume of
Archaeologia Cantiana, it was decided to make 1986 the occasion for
a visit to Europe. Many members had already visited the Weald and
the Downland Open Air Museum at Singleton, in consequence a tour
of the Netherlands Open A i r Folk Museum a few miles north of
Arnhem was planned. After a hectic sea crossing on the 2nd April to
Zeebrugge, and a prolonged coach ride, we arrived at midnight at our
most impressive hotel, where a splendid meal still awaited us! The
next day, in spite of very cold weather, a tour of the Folk Museum of
the Netherlands was made, fortified by generous helpings of Dutch
pancakes. In the afternoon most people visited the Royal Palace at
Het Loo where Anthony Swaine kindly guided us round. Some of the
older male members who had fought in Holland, however, opted to
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visit the World War II museum in Arnhem. On the following day, on
our journey back to Zeebrugge, we spent half a day viewing the
architectural delights of Delft.
This year three excursions have been planned. Members touring
Holland last year expressed a wish to make a further tour of Europe.
A visit to historic Normandy had been arranged and already 40
members have signed up for a five-day excursion there. Later in the
season, Tenterden and Winchester are our Summer and Autumn
venues.
MEMBERSHIP

The membership of the Society has remained steady and at 31st
December, 1986, stood at 1,541. (Nine less than 1985.)
During the year there has been a membership loss of sixty-one,
through the decease of nine members and the resignation of fifty-two.
Half of the resignations were on account of moving from the county
or for age or health reasons. The loss has almost been balanced by the
election of fifty-two new members.
There was, however, a number of unpaid subscriptions mainly
from recently elected members. I t is pointed out that invoices for
subscriptions are not sent. They become due annually on 1st January
and should be paid promptly to the Hon. Membership Secretary only
in order to avoid the time consuming and expensive reminder notices.
The year has been spent preparing for the subscription increases of
January 1987. Would members please accept this acknowledgement
of their co-operation in returning new banker's orders promptly; for
their support in renewing Covenants at the new rate thus greatly
increasing the Society's revenue from this source, and for increasing
the number of Covenants by sixty.
Four members have completed fifty years membership o f the
Society and have had a letter o f appreciation o f their long
membership. They are M r A . Congreve o f Sissinghurst, Canon
Ingram Hill of Canterbury (Past President), Miss V. G. Thompson of
Brenchley and Mr W. Tomsett of Willesborough.
RECORDS COMMITTEE

The Committee's abiding concern i s trying t o find K e n t record
material suitable for publication. During the year A. J. Willis's Index
of General Licences, 1661-1714, which is the final volume of his series
of indexes to the Canterbury diocesan licences, was submitted to the
Publications Committee. Its publication will conclude an important
series that began with the marriage licences. A n entirely different
class of record is a comprehensive treatise on the Medicinal and
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Poisonous Plants of Kent, by Rosemary Lady Goldsmith, who has
not only made a study of this subject a life's work, but has illustrated
her text with 50 coloured plates from her own hand. The Committee
hopes to secure this interesting manuscript shortly for submission to
the Publications Committee with a view to its production in the
Society's Monograph Series. I t is also hoped to obtain later in the
coming year a volume of transcriptions of early Sevenoaks wills by Dr
H. C. F. Lansberry, fuller details of which will be reported in due
course.
At the request o f the Records Committee t h e H o n . G e n .
Secretary, Mr Harrison, wrote with Council's approval on behalf of
the Society t o the County Secretary urging that he give financial
support to the project of Kent Record Collections to index the Kent
testamentary records. Despite recommendations o f the County
Archivist that this project should be assisted, a recommendation
already endorsed b y the Museums, Libraries and Archives subcommittee, it was turned down, and as a result work has come to a
standstill and the trained archivists engaged upon it have had to be
released. Nevertheless, all the original wills, registered wills, and
probate administration acts, 1577-1639, have been indexed and an
important novelty is an additional index to all armorial seals, which is
the first of its kind. The Committee's policy is to give every assistance
in its power to the furtherance of this ambitious enterprise.
KENT DEFENCE RESEARCH GROUP

During 1986 the activities of the Group has extended beyond Kent to
include the provision o f technical advice o n f o r t restoration i n
Bermuda, St. Lucia, St. Christopher, Nevis and Gibraltar.
The year has also seen the start of Fortbase, an information system
for the use of those working on the restoration of British and colonial
defences. This is linked with an initiative to provide fort restorers
with a fabrication service, involving the replication o f any guns,
ammunition and equipment for which there is a need.
Within the Thames area, at New Tavern Fort, Gravesend, a second
6-inch breechloader has been mounted overlooking the river and
further weapons are in the process o f being obtained. Work has
begun on restoring the 6-inch magazine, including the reactivation of
the mechanical ammunition lifts.
For Tilbury Fort the Group have acquired a further 6-inch gun and
have provided English Heritage with a project study, with recommendations for the completion of the restoration and interpretation
works there.
For Coalhouse Fort at East Tilbury the Group has obtained
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another two 6-inch guns. Coalhouse Fort and the Artillery Defences at
East Tilbury, by V. T. C. Smith, was published in 1986.
Within the Medway area, a scheme for the restoration of Fort
Luton, one of Chatham's later nineteenth-century land defences, is at
an advanced negotiation stage. The Royal Engineers have made an
extensive measured and structural survey of the fort for the Group.
Chatham and London, the changing Face of English Land Fortification 1870-1918, by V. T. C. Smith, was published in Post-Medieval
Archaeology.
KENT UNDERGROUND RESEARCH GROUP

In addition to individual research projects being carried out in the
County, the following sites have been brought to our attention and
been examined by Group members.
Barnehurst. A cess-pit has been excavated in Barnehurst and dated
to the late eighteenth/early nineteenth century.
Dartford. A denehole shaft subsided in the rear garden o f a
house at the Brent, Dartford. The garden backs onto
the Dartford Tunnel Approach Road and pile-driving
operations o n t h e road-improvement scheme h a d
caused the shaft to settle.
Greenwich. A detailed survey has been made of a small sand mine
at Greenwich, S.E.10. The mine was probably i n
association with a local glassworks producing cheap
green bottle glass around the seventeenth century. A
full report is in preparation.
Kingsdown. A n unusual pair of linked chalkwells was recorded at
Kingsdown, near Sittingbourne.
Longfield. A small three-chambered chalkwell dating from the
late eighteenth century was visited at Pinden Quarry,
Longfield, when the removal o f topsoil caused the
shaft to collapse.
Stone.
A
similar chalkwell was uncovered by Blue Circle
Industries during pipe-laying operations at Stone.
Chatham. Y e t another small chalkwell appeared in allotments
near Second Avenue, Chatham. T h e allotments
occupy the site of an old brickfield and, due to damage
to the structure by council mechanical excavators, it
was impossible t o determine i f the chalkwell was
associated with the brickworks or was an earlier agricultural chalk-pit.
Woolwich. T h e filling o f a seventeenth/eighteenth century well
was excavated at Woolwich, S.E.18.
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During the past twelve months two field visits have been arranged
for members. The first in November 1985 was to the large chalk mine
at Shenley in Hertfordshire. The descent of the 60 ft. deep shaft is via
wire ladders, and the land-owner's habit o f disposing o f dead
livestock down the mine made for a somewhat interesting trip.
The second field visit was i n March 1986 t o Fort Amherst,
Chatham, where members of the Fort Amherst Trust showed the
Group around the restored fort and its associated underground
works.
In February 1986, the Group once again assisted the Essex Bat
Group to check on hibernating bats in Hangman's Wood deneholes
at Grays in Essex. The ban on recreational caving in the deneholes,
which was recommended by our Secretary in a strongly worded letter
to the Grays Council last year, seems to have had the desired effect,
as the bat population has increased and no further vandalism was
noted.
BUILDING RECORDERS

The twenty-third annual Conference of Building Recorders was held
in the Village Hall at Hollingbourne on Saturday, 18th October,
1986. The President was i n the chair and some thirty members
attended.
The first speaker was Miss Sarah Pearson who described Hurst
Farm at Chilham, a three-bay hall, large but without aisles and with
crown-posts. The principal posts were slotted for panelling. All of the
features point to an early date and the house has a large, sixteenthcentury cross-wing and a later stone porch.
She was followed by M r Terence Smith, who spoke on Mathematical Tiles in Kent. These are hanging tiles so shaped that they
imitate bricks and Mr Smith has been searching the County for them,
having so far found some four hundred examples of buildings using
them. There are nearly as many in Sussex, but they are rare outside
south-east England.
Mr Eric Swain told the story of William Twopeny, who lived near
Sittingbourne, and o f the drawings that he made i n the early
nineteenth century of Kent houses.
Finally, M r Peter Tester described the barn to the south west of
Owletts at Cobham. This was unusual in having long brace; from the
collars to the principal posts, without tie-beams. I t is hop d he will
write it up for Archaeologia Cantiana.
In conclusion, the President thanked the speakers and also Mr Dell
for bringing and operating the projector and Mr Lambert for lending
the screen.
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In our 1985 report an unfortunate mistake occurred in that Mr B.
Fagg was given as Fass. We apologise to him for this error.
LIBRARY AND MUNIMENTS COMMITTEE

It was in June 1977 that our Library was seriously damaged by arson.
Whilst the process of replacement continues, most members would
agree that the layout and quality of the new room provided by the
Corporation both greatly exceed that hitherto. Their very substantial
reconstruction of the Museum has extended much further than the
fire damage and is still not quite complete.
In addition to exchange volumes, periodicals and donations from
Affiliated Societies under Rule 44 (which is frequently broken) 15
purchases and some ten gifts have been made. Thanks are due for
these last to Dr Ashbee and Messrs. T. F. C. Blagg, M. J. Fuller and
R. J. Spain, L. D . Lyle, L. A . Smith, Dartford District Archaeological Group (DDAG), the Martin Tolhurst Partnership (via M r
A. I . Moffat), Maidstone Museum and Sevenoaks Architectural
History Group (via Mr A. D. Stoyel).
Members' publications added include T. F. C. Blagg, Portrait Head
Septimius Severus, etc., D D A G , Rediscovering Dartford, M . J .
Fuller and R. J. Spain, Watermills, (Kent and the Borders of Sussex),
L. D. Lyle et al., A History of the First Hundred Years of the Simon
Langton Schools, L. A . Smith, Monumental Brass Repairs 1981-3
and A. D. Stoyel, Shoreham Studies (Parts I and II).
We continue to be indebted for the generous assistance of many,
including Maidstone Museum's Curator, Mr H. S. Middleton, B.Sc.,
A.M.A., and his staff, Mrs. J. R. Crisp, A.L.A., with cataloguing,
and the County Library Service for storage facilities.
KENT HISTORIC BUILDINGS COMMITTEE

Since our last report Mr M. A. Ocock has joined the Committee as a
K.A.S. representative and Mr G. Denny, Mr A. Stirk and Miss R.
Codling as nominees of the C.P.R.E.
Listed Buildings. I n total there were some 53 applications
affecting listed buildings which had been
referred to the Committee but were of such
a nature that it was decided that no action
should be taken.
Objections t o proposals affecting the following buildings were
lodged: Brick-built kiln, Stone Court, Stone, Dartford; The Great
Barn, Oast Park, Yalding; Barn, Glassocks, Rye Road, Sandhurst; 1
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High Street, Tenterden; T h e B a r k Barn, K e n t Woolgrowers,
Ashford; Higham Mill, Higham; Grove Cottage, Faversham.
There were four other cases where advice and observations were
made on proposals which would limit any detrimental effect on
buildings.
Historic Buildings o f Kent Plaques were awarded t o Jordans,
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks and two other applications were received, but it
was decided not to make an award. A full listing of 178 plaques
awarded since the scheme started in 1966 has been compiled, but it
was decided by the Committee that when the present stock of plaques
had been issued the scheme would be discontinued as it had very
largely fulfilled its purpose and that the public were now more aware
of the necessity to protect historic buildings.
Farm Building Survey. M r s . R . Nichol had prepared a report
supported b y photographs o n Walletts
Court Farm, St. Margaret's-at-Cliffe.
Channel Tunnel. A n
alternative p l a n f o r access t o t h e
Cheriton Terminal prepared by Shepway
District Council and agreed with Eurotunnel is to be adopted and this involves the
loss of four listed buildings in Newington,
they are: T h e Grange, a mid-Victorian
building; T h e Coach House, a m i d Victorian building; Stone Farm, a medieval
house and Mill House, a mill.
The January meeting had been postponed to February owing to the
weather and at this meeting concern was expressed on the condition
of Ruxley Barn Church, which was scheduled as an ancient monument but was falling into disrepair owing to neglect.
CHURCHES COMMITTEE

The Committee has been heartened by several encouraging developments reported i n the past year. A m o n g these, the parish o f
Stockbury (population 600) has now raised some £25,000 in support
of the restoration of St. Mary Magdalene Church, and it is hoped that
work will soon begin on the tower. St. Stephen's, Tovil (by the local
nineteenth century architect Whichcord), which it was feared would
be demolished, now seems likely to continue as a Community Centre.
At Canterbury, Hales Place Roman Catholic chapel has been transferred to the care of the City Council, and the exterior restored,
whilst at Tunbridge Wells the massive cast-iron gates and surviving
railings o f Decimus Burton's Holy Trinity church (now an A r t s
Centre) have been repaired and reinstated.
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On the other hand, concern was felt at Higham St. Mary church
being declared redundant, despite the existence of a large local body
of Friends. The Committee continues to give advice and encouragement to an increasing number of parishes faced with heavy expense in
restoring church buildings.

