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INVESTIGATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS 
DURING THE YEAR 

I. REPORT ON EXCAVATIONS SUPPORTED BY THE SOCIETY 

Interim report by Mr F.H. Thompson, M.C, M.A., F.S.A., on the 
excavations at Oldbury 

The programme of investigation of the Iron Age hillforts on the 
Greensand of Surrey and Kent (Anstiebury 1972-73; Holmbury 
1974; Hanscombe 1975 and 1977; Bigberry 1978-80) was resumed in 
1983 with a season of excavation at Oldbury, near Ightham, between 
15th July and 5th August. The work was made possible by research 
grants from the Society of Antiquaries of London, the Kent 
Archaeological Society, and the Council for Kentish Archaeology, 
and this financial support is gratefully acknowledged. 

The Archaeological Background 
Oldbury, with its vast area of 123 • acres (51 ha.) and dominant 
position covering the Medway and Darent valley routes to the 
Thames, demands attention in any scheme for research into the later 
Iron Age of south-east England. The first deliberate excavations were 
those undertaken by the late John Ward-Perkins, F.S.A., in 1938, 
and reported by him in Arch. Cant., li (1939), 137-81. He concluded 
that the hillfort was a 'Wealden Culture' stronghold built in the first 
half of the first century A.D., possibly against Belgic expansion; 
subsequently, the area fell under Belgic domination and was refor-
tified against the Roman conquest of A.D. 43, to which it succumbed. 
Post-war re-assessment of Ward-Perkins's chronology suggests that 
this two-phase occupation should be put back by a hundred years into 
the first century B.C. 

Geophysical Survey 
Dr A.J. Clark, F.S.A., kindly undertook three days' scanning in the 
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early summer of 1983, largely devoted to the southern half of the 
hillfort, and thirteen anomalies were noted: a cluster of nine in the 
general area of the highest ground and a further four to the north, 
and eleven of these were investigated. 

Excavations 
The initial effort concentrated on a section through the defences c. 
130 ft. (c. 40 m.) west of the west inturn of the south entrance. 

Trench 1 was sited to cover the full width of the main rampart and 
as much of the inner ditch as was practicable. The rampart itself was 
largely of dumped sand with a core of heavy rubble. The rampart 
make-up was sterile, but the tail sealed a small hearth which provided 
a charcoal sample for radio-carbon dating, and slight occupation on 
the tail yielded a small number of sherds and four slingstones. The 
inner face of the main ditch was located. 

Trench 2 lay 6 ft. (1.8 m.) west of 1 and overlapped it by 7 ft. (2.1 
m.). It revealed the greater part of the main ditch, rock-cut on its 
outer face. The filling was a mass of heavy rubble at the bottom, but 
contained no finds. The outer bank was a mass of dumped stony sand, 
separated by a gap of 20 ft. (6 m.) from the outer ditch, a relatively 
slight feature. 

Of the thirteen magnetic anomalies, eleven were investigated, in 
two groups of eight and three, respectively. In each group a single 
anomaly failed to disclose any archaeological evidence, for reasons 
yet to be ascertained, but in all the other cases there was evidence for 
human activity ranging from slight to unequivocal. The larger group 
produced the following evidence: anomaly 12 (trench 11), nil; 
anomaly 4 (trench 5), a little charcoal and pottery; anomaly 5 (trench 
10), slight evidence for a hearth; anomaly 8 (trench 4), a well-defined 
hearth on the tail of the rampart, possibly post-dating the hillfort; 
anomalies 2, 3 and 13 (trenches 6, 8 and 7), clearly defined hearths, 
probably of the hillfort period; anomaly 6 (trench 3), a probable 
iron-smelting site in close proximity to the rampart. The evidence 
from the smaller group was as follows: anomaly 14 (trench 12), nil; 
anomaly 9 (trench 13), hearth; anomaly 11 (trench 9) - this high 
reading was investigated by a 10 ft. (3 m.) square trench, produced 
pottery at a fairly high level, then a characteristic hearth and, finally, 
a possible gully which yielded a useful pottery group. The results 
from this anomaly suggest the possibility of a circular hut with a 
central hearth. It is hoped that this point may be resolved in 1984 by 
investigation of anomaly 11 in a larger area excavation, as also the 
possible iron-smelting site of anomaly 6. 

At all events, there is now fairly good evidence for internal 
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occupation, which the excavators of 1938 regarded as doubtful, 
though the paucity of finds may otherwise support their view that 
'Oldbury was never permanently occupied.' The hearths in anomalies 
3 and 11 yielded plentiful charcoal which will be submitted to 
radio-carbon dating. 

Future Work 
In addition to the further investigation of the anomalies just men-
tioned, it is also hoped that it will be possible in 1984 to carry out a 
re-investigation of the defences near the north entrance. 

II. REPORTS FROM LOCAL SECRETARIES AND GROUPS 

Dartford District Archaeological Group. Mr. C. Baker reports: 
Since the Group's last report, our researches now total forty-five 
sites. Apart from the small-scale exploratory excavations in the 
vicinity of both the Holy Trinity Church and the Manor House of 
King Henry VIII in Dartford, the Group has also undertaken larger 
sites, including the remains of a Romano-British villa situated in 
Tenters Field, off Darenth Road, Dartford. This villa was originally 
located and partially excavated in 1895. The Group relocated the 
building and, thanks to the co-operation of the site's owners, was 
allowed to excavate and record the remaining foundations. The site is 
now buried under a sport's field. 

On the top of East Hill, Dartford, the Group is carrying out an 
excavation on the extensive Romano-British cemetery that exists 
there. This site has been known since c. 1792 although the first 
archaeological work took place in 1965 under the auspices of 
Dartford Borough Museum. As this site is not in danger of being 
developed, the Group's excavation will be long-term. When other 
sites need to be looked at more urgently, then the cemetery site is 
covered up for protection and left while these other sites are 
investigated. Such sites have included five Romano British burials on 
Temple Hill, Dartford, the demolition of the Bull and George Inn, 
High Street, Dartford and, currently, the site of Horsman's Place, 
Dartford. This latter site is situated in Lowfield Street, Dartford and 
was one of Dartford's most important houses since at least the 
fourteenth century. Over the centuries, the mansion was rebuilt 
several times, finally being demolished in c. 1800. It was replaced by a 
much humbler building which, in recent times, served as a doctor's 
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surgery. This building was itself demolished in the spring of 1983 and 
the site is to be developed. 

Dover Archaeological Group. Mr K. Parfitt reports: 
Since its formation in 1971, the Dover Archaeological Group has 
maintained an active programme of field work in east Kent, giving 
assistance to other local groups and the County Unit as required. 

Recent projects carried out by the Group have included: 
1. Finglesham: (N.G.R. TR 3383 5379) 
Trenching ahead of the construction of agricultural buildings, on the 
south-eastern side of the hamlet of Finglesham near Deal, between 
1981 and 1983, produced, just over 1,700 struck flints and large 
amounts of burnt flint, in a largely undisturbed deposit above the 
natural brickearth. The site is low-lying, being situated just above the 
level of the Ham Fen marshes. (On the north-east side, the flint 
deposit was actually sealed by the marshland peat.) Examination of 
the flint material indicates a Mesolithic date for the site. Finds have 
included at least 8 major axe fragments and 32 axe-sharpening flakes, 
but no microliths. The large number of axe-sharpening flakes is 
particularly worthy of note and overall the site most probably 
represents some sort of axe-manufacturing area. A more detailed 
report on work on the site prior to 1983 was published in Kent Arch. 
Rev., no. 72, 29-32. 
2. Hacklinge Holes, Worth: (N.G.R. TR 33765504) 
Two pits, located in the face of an old chalk quarry at Hacklinge 
Holes, Worth, by Mr. Roger Tyman of Ramsgate, were excavated by 
the Group in June, 1983. One pit produced a large amount of early 
Iron Age pottery (tentatively dated to 850-650 B.C.), a loom-weight, 
an amber bead and several large briquetage fragments. The other pit 
produced only a few sherds of Iron Age pottery. The pottery from the 
first pit forms an important group and is currently being studied in 
detail. 
3. Preceptory of the Knights Templar, Temple Ewell: (N.G.R. TR 
28574569) 
The site was first excavated between 1964 and 1966 by the Duke of 
York's Military School Archaeological Society, under the direction of 
Mr. A.C. Hogarth. An interim note on the excavations appeared in 
Arch. Cant., lxxxi (1966), p. lxxiii-lxv, but no full report was ever 
published. Mr. Hogarth moved to America in 1973 and the site was 
never backfilled. By 1982, the exposed walls were badly overgrown 
and suffering from the effects of the weather. In October, the Dover 
Archaeological Group began a limited programme of work on the 
site, designed to re-examine the exposed remains and produce a 
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detailed set of notes on the structures. This work suggested at least 
six phases of development on the site as opposed to Hogarth's three 
and also indicated that Hogarth's Periods I and II should be reversed, 
thus making the earliest surviving building the Chapel rather than the 
Hall. A full report on this work is being prepared. In August, 1983, 
the Group backfilled the site. 

Fawkham and Ash Archaeological Group. Mr R.A.C. Cockett 
reports: 
Studies of Iron Age and Roman pottery in this area have been 
provided with a useful starting point in A.G. Proctor's recent paper, 
'Late Iron Age/Early Roman Transition in the Darent and Longfield 
Valleys' (a B.A. dissertation at the University of Durham). Projects 
undertaken by the Group in the last three years include the following: 

FAWKHAM 

A transcript has been made of the church and churchyard memorial 
inscriptions and will be published as a monograph in 1984. 

HARTLEY 

The timber-framed house known as Middle Farm at N.G.R. TQ 
608676 has been surveyed prior to restoration and detailed plans and 
elevations have been made. The eastern part of the building appears 
to date from the middle of the sixteenth century and consists of three 
continuously jettied bays, surviving to ground level and having a 
clasped side-purlin roof. West of the chimney stack this is displaced 
by two bays of later construction without a jetty. A brick walled 
outshut runs along the rear of both structures. 

Excavation of the second hall-house at the Scotgrove medieval site 
at N.G.R. TQ 602664, has now been completed. The flint founda-
tions of this structure form two square bays, separated by internal 
stub walls from a half width bay to the east. The westernmost bay 
contains the tiled hearth reported in 1976. Flint and mortar founda-
tions of a further structure, at present under excavation, adjoin the 
south-east corner of the hall-house and a lightly mortared flint wall, 
which may represent a pentice, links this southwards with the 
undercroft reported in 1972 and 1976. 

A plan has been made of Hartley churchyard and church and this, 
together with a transcript of the memorial inscriptions will be 
published as a monograph in 1984. 
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After a resiting of the church font, the stone base was found to be 
part of a medieval coffin slab bearing the indent of brass lettering 
including the word SENESCH or in English, Steward. The slab is 
comparable with that of the Abbot Elyas at Lesnes Abbey reported 
by A.W. Clapham in 1915 and appears to be of thirteenth-century 
date. The de Munchenesy family held Hartley in demesne from 1207 
until 1296 and this slab may commemorate one of their stewards. 

LONGFIELD 

A combined exercise involving search of government air survey 
archives, photography from a light aircraft and subsequent analysis of 
soil- and crop-marks, has revealed several sites in this area. The first 
to be followed up by field-walking are a large triangular ditched 
feature at White Hill (N.G.R. TQ 600695) and a dark irregular area 
at The Gallops (N.G.R. TQ 607692). Both sites have produced large 
quantities of Roman pottery sherds of various dates from the first to 
the third centuries. 

Sevenoaks District. Mr J.A. Pyke reports: 
The Otford and District Historical Society's Archaeological Group 
undertook an excavation in the tower of Otford Palace during the 
summer months, with the agreement of the Department of the 
Environment and the Sevenoaks District Council. The topsoil from 
within the tower was removed and the remains of the original floor 
were exposed. Excavation of the adjoining garderobe floor exposed a 
tiled drain running from east to west and material found at the base of 
this feature included pottery, window glass, a glass phial, several 
patterned glazed tiles and a coroded bronze coin. 

A programme of field surveying was also undertaken along the 
route of the proposed M25 Sevenoaks to Swanley motorway, but to 
date nothing of significance has been found. 

A flint end-scraper was discovered on the bank of the river Darent 
at Otford N.G.R. TQ 523593. This was a typical Late Neolithic/Early 
Bronze Age tool with fine pressure flaking along two sides. 
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