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AN E A R LY TUDOR K I L N  AT  HAREPLAIN,  B IDDENDEN

bung-holes and pieces of jug handle which could come from Hareplain.
This site is about six miles north-north-west of  Hareplain (N.G.R.
TQ 791483). I n  March 1972, a  miscellaneous collection o f  sherds
picked up on a field at Staplehurst was brought to the museum and
this included some sherds from the Hareplain kiln: two handles of
Type I jugs and two rim sherds of Type I I  cooking-pots. These came
from a field adjacent to Aydhurst, four miles north-west of the kiln
(N.G.R. TQ 782435).

THE COSTREL FROM THE BIDDENDEN K I L N

By G. C. DUNNING, B.Sc., F . S . A .

THE fragment is made of light red sandy ware, green glazed on the
outside. I t  is a complete lug, moulded by hand and not knife-trimmed
along the edges, attached to the neck and upper part of the body of
the costrel, and is pierced by a round hole for suspension. Sufficient of
the neck is present for its diameter to be determined. The inside surface
of the body has faint wheel-marks in a vertical direction, showing
that the vessel was thrown in two separate parts which were then luted
together round the circumference.

The Biddenden costrel can be restored and fitted into the sequence
of late medieval costrels by comparison with the few other examples
that have been published.19 Technically, i t  is allied to the large costrel
which is a relic of Bosworth Field (1485), on which the wheel-marks
also run vertically. In  form, however, i t  appears to be closer to the
costrel from the pottery kiln at Knighton, Newchurch, Isle of Wight.
On this costrel the wheel-marks are horizontal, that is, in the same
plane as the base. Another close parallel, found in Kent, is the front
part of a costrel from Richborough, found in association with a group
of fifteenth-century pottery outside the north wall of the Saxon Shore
Fort. On this costrel the wheel-marks also run vertically. The front
is mammiform, and its apex is finished in a flattened area 1 in. in
diameter. From these analogies the Biddenden costrel has been restored
in the drawing as about 9 in. high and 7 in. wide, dome-shaped in
front and flattened at the back (Fig. 6, 65).

10 L. R. Fennelly, 'A Late Medieval Ki ln at Knighton, Isle of  Wight', Proc.
Hants. P.O., xxv i  (1969), 97-110. For the typology of the Knighton costrel see
pp. 108-10 and fig. 40.
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