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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR T H E Y E A R 1967

ANNUAL REPORT F O R T H E Y E A R E N D E D 31sT DECEMBER,
1967
Council presents its One Hundred and Ninth Report, and the Statement of Accounts for 1966.
OBITUARY
Council records w i t h great regret the death o f the R t . Hon. E a r l
Stanhope, K.G., which occurred on 15th August, 1967. H e became a
member of the Society in 1911, in which year he was appointed one of its
Vice-Presidents.
I t is also with great regret that Council records the death of the Rev.
T. Underhill, who died on 15th October, 1967. He was one of the Society's
oldest and most valued members, a constant attender o f its Excursions
and of its Annual General Meetings.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting was held i n the Museum, Maidstone,
on 13th May, 1967, when Council's Annual Report and the Statement
of Accounts f o r 1966 were received and adopted. A f t e r the luncheon
interval, an audience o f sixty-five members and their friends heard a
most interesting and scholarly lecture by the Rt. Hon. Sir Eric Fletcher,
P.C., LL.D., F.S.A., M.P., on "Some Aspects of Anglo-Saxon Architecture,
with special reference to Kent". The lecture was enthusiastically received,
and the President expressed the warmest thanks o f the Meeting t o the
lecturer.
Tam PRESIDENCY
A t the Annual General Meeting the outgoing President, Sir Thomas
Neame, presented the new President, Sir John Dunlop, K.B.E., C.M.G.,
M.C., T.D., who was installed in the Chair with acclamation.
MEMBERSHIP
During 1967, sixty-four new members were elected, a n d allowing
for resignations and deaths, the total membership stands a t 1,137. A
continued increase i n membership is needed, a n d Council appeals f o r
new members, junior members being especially invited. The Society's
Information Leaflet is available on application to the General Secretary.
Comcoil,
A t t h e Annual General Meeting t h e following were re-elected t o
Council: Major H . R. Pratt-Boorman, C.B.E., M r. N . C. Cook, F.S.A.,
Mr. F. Jenkins, F.S.A., Dr. F. Hull, Mr. S. Mendel and Dr. P. H. ReaneY,
F.S.A. Mr. M. W. J. Yeo was elected Honorary Treasurer i n the place
of Mr. A. K. Hirst. Mr. C. R. Councer, F.S.A., continues as Chairman, and
Council is now complete.
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FixArrox
The Accounts for 1966, adopted at the Annual General Meeting, are
published with this Report. A n increase i n membership is essential t o
allow the Society to maintain its high standards, especially in the publication of its Proceedings. Council therefore appeals for:
(1) N e w Members.
(2) Donations to the Archccologia Cantiana Fund, and to the Records
Publications Fund.
(3) Members t o enter i n t o seven-year Covenants, t o enable t h e
Society to recover Income Tax on their subscriptions at no extra
cost to members. Forms o f Undertaking may be obtained from
the General Secretary.
Note. Members are urged to pay their subscriptions by Banker's Order,
and those who do not are requested to send them DIRECT to the General
Secretary.
Exc-crnsroxs
Four Excursions were arranged, including a repeat of the river Medway
trip due to the disappointment of so many members in 1966. All were well
supported by members and their friends. The places visited are listed
below, and the gentlemen who kindly acted as guides are indicated; the
Society is most grateful for their services.
Saturday, T i l b u r y Fort, Southfleet, Higham and Upnor
20th May T i l b u r y Fort—Mr. A. D. Saunders, MA., F.S.A.
Scadbmy Manor—Mr. F. S. Andrus.
Higham Church and Priory—Mr. P. J . Tester,
F.S.A.
Upnor Castle—Mr. A . D. Saunders, M.A., F.S.A.
The Society is grateful to Mr. Andrus and the Rev.
B. Shackleton, B.A., B.D. (Vicar of Higham), for their
kindness and co-operation.
Saturday, T h e Historic Medway and the Isle of Sheppey
1st July N o t e s were provided for the river trip.
Shurland Castle a n d Minster A b b e y Church—
Mr. K . R. MacDonald.
Eastchurch Church—The Rev. L. Wilkinson.
Queenborough Town Hall—The Town Sergeant.
The Society is grateful to the Sheerness Harbour Board
Co., t o Messrs. A . and J. Sillars o f Shurland Castle,
and to the Mayor and Corporation o f Queenborough
for their help and co-operation.
Saturday, C a n t e r b u r y , Wingham, Sandwich and East Langdon.
22nd July E a s t b r i d g e Hospital, S t . Peter's Church a n d
St. Alphage's Church—The Rev. D. Ingram-Hill,
M.A.
Roman Excavation, Wingham—Mr. F. Jenkins,
F.S.A.
Sandwich Town Hall—Mr. Busby.
Marston Hall—Major G. S. Johnson.
East Langdon Church—The Rev. C. E. Blake.
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The Society is grateful to the Rev. D . Ingram-Hill,
Mr. F. Jenkins, the Mayor and Corporation of Sandwich, and to Major G. S. Johnson and members o f
his family for their help and kindness.
Saturday, F a v e r s h a m
2nd September M a i s o n Dieu, Ospringe, A b b e y Street, Arden's
House, and the Municipal Offices—Members o f
the Faversham Society.
Davington Priory—Mr. C. R. Councer, F.S.A.
Excavation o f Stone-next-Faversham Chapel—
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates, F.S.A.
The Society is grateful to Mr. A. J. Percival, Secretary
of the Faversham Society, t o M r. a n d Mrs. D o a k
and the Mayor and Corporation of Faversham for their
kindness and help.
From the Excursion Fund, donations were made to
the Faversham Society Chart Mill Fund, the churches of
St. Peter and St. Alphage, Canterbury, and the church
at East Langdon.
ARCHISOLOGIA CANTIANA
Volume lxxxi was published early in 1967. Under the able Editorship
of Mr. John H. Evans, F.S.A., and with assistance from Mr. A. P. Detsicas,
F.S.A., i t continues to preserve the high standard of publication by the
Society, containing as i t does a wide range of papers of interest to every
member.
LIBRARY AND COLLECTIONS
Five books, six offprints and pamphlets, and two volumes o f architectural drawings by J. Travenor Perry have been presented to the Library
during the year. Books include the new edition of I. D. Margary's Boman
Roads in Britain and Sir Roger Tvvysden's copy of Somner's The Antiquities
of Canterbury, presented t o him by the author. I n addition, Britannia:
A History of Roman Britain, b y Sheppard Frere, has been purchased.
The volumes of Antiquity for 1963-66 have also been given to the Library.
The Society now exchanges publications with the Landesmuseum fur
Vorgeschichte, Halle, and this museum has generously presented their
annual and occasional publications back to 1949.
Three new bookcases have been made for the Society's Rooms i n the
Museum, and this will allow some of the MSS. collections, including those
of Hussey and Leland Duncan, to be properly shelved. The collection of
several hundred MSS. notebooks b y the late V. J . To r r has now been
sorted, and those retained are being catalogued.
RECORDS PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
The Committee met on 19th September, 1967, when Mr. D. B. Kelly,
Mr. N . H . MacMichael and Mr. A . B . Webster were welcomed as new
members o f the Committee. During the year, volume 19, the Calendar
of the White and Black Books of the Cinque Ports, was published, and a
presentation copy was handed t o S i r Robert Menzies, L o r d Warden,
who acknowledged the gift with gratitude. D r. Wood-Leigh is engaged
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on the final draft of volume 20, Archbishop Watrham's Visitations, which
it is expected will be put before the Committee early in 1968, and plans
have been made for future volumes, including volume 21, a Calendar of
Feet of Fines up to the end of the reign of Edward I , t o be edited b y
Mr. MacMichael.
PLACE NAMES COMMITTEE
The Committee met during the year to consider the overall position and
the future work which it can do, and it decided that it would still be useful
to act as a co-ordinating body; and it decided to reproduce part of Dr. P. H.
Reaney's article i n Archceologia Cantiana, v o l . l x x i i i (1959), s o t h a t
interested persons could be given some direction and guidance. Information has been received that there is every prospect of the English Place
Names Society beginning work on a Kent volume in the very near future,
the editor being Mr. James McNeil Dodgeson who is now secretary of the
Society. Mr. Dodgeson has been informed that all the material which the
COmmittee has collected over the years will be available to him, and it is
hoped that he will be visiting Maidstone in the near future.
C.P.R.K./K.A.S. PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE.
1966/67
(1) I t is hoped that the future of the thirteenth-century Commandery
of the Hospitallers of St. John at Swingfield is now assured, K.C.C. having
finally decided to acquire i t and restore it, with the aid of a substantial
grant from the Ministry of Public Building and Works which will subsequently take it into guardianship. As, however, this proposal has over the
years met with so many difficulties and last-minute hitches, one can be
excused for not feeling entirely confident until restoration work is actually
seen to have begun, especially in view of a newspaper report that the owners
are again resisting compulsory purchase.
(2) The tiny mediaeval chapel of St. Edmund, Dover, is in process of
restoration under t h e direction o f M r. A n t h o n y Swaine, F.R.I.B.A.,
an expert in such work and a member of C.P.R.K. and K.A.S., and already
a new roof, utilizing timbers obtained from old buildings which have been
demolished, has been completed.
(3) The fate of the fine Tudor Manor House at Hollingbourne is very
uncertain, owing to complicated legal difficulties concerning ownership,
though i t is i n no immediate danger and is still occupied, having been
divided into fiats. Unless, however, repairs are soon carried out to the
roof, the fabric of the building will suffer.
(4) After an exhaustive public inquiry into an appeal b y the East
Kent Road Car Co. Ltd. against the decision of Canterbury City Council
to refuse planning permission for the making of alterations and additions
to the omnibus repair workshop, North Lane, Canterbury, the appeal was
dismissed. The Inspector, i n his report, concluded that, bearing in mind
the visual merits o f Canterbury and its attractions for visitors, North
Lane occupied a key position at the main entry to the city, and that
even i n its present state the north-west frontage read as a continuous
façade and materially contributed to the quality of the impression made
by the city as a whole.
(5) The scheme for issuing "Historic Building o f Kent" plaques t o
suitable buildings, after careful consideration o f individual cases b y

xlv

REPORT, 1967
experts on the Joint Committee, which was instituted at the end of 1965,
has proved popular, and some thirty-three plaques have been issued, and
the issue o f others i s under consideration. Some t e n applications f o r
plaques have been refused to date, as the buildings were not considered to
be of sufficient merit.
(6) The Civic Amenities A c t came into force on the 27th August,
1967. During the Bill's passage through the House of Commons the JointCommittee made some recommendations for improvements to the Civic
Trust, which was collecting them on behalf of Mr. Duncan Saridys, M.P.,
the sponsor of the Bill. The Act is a most valuable piece o f legislation,
and its main provisions are for the preservation o f areas and buildings
of architectural and historic interest, by designating them as Conservation
Areas, also an increase in the penalty for contravening a Building Preservation Order. There is provision of means for planting more trees with new
development, and for making Tree Preservation Orders more effective,
including an increase in the penalty for their contravention. There is also
an extension of powers to local authorities for the collection and disposal
of derelict motor-cars and other bulky rubbish. This last part of the Act
does not come into force until later in 1968.
Report on the Fourth Conference of Builkling Recorders, hetd in the Museum,
Maidstone, on, Saturday, 14th October, 1967.
A further Conference was arranged on behalf of the C.P.R.K./K.A.S.
Study-group on Recording Historic Buildings and this was attended by
some sixty persons, including a few visitors from the Sussex Wealden
Buildings Research Group.
The first speaker, Mr. A. W. Swaine, commenced his talk on Church
Restoration with a short historic review of Gothic architecture, illustrated
by his superb colour slides. This was followed by examples of restoration
work in Kent. Of particular interest were his remarks on the avoidance
of costly repair work by proper, timely attention to drains and gutters.
Next, Mr. R. T. Mason gave a review of local building traditions in
England, with some especial notes on the development of the base-cruck
in Sussex.
Mr. E. Swain spoke of the evidence for divided halls, quoting several
cases in the Lower Medway Valley where the open hall in a timber-framed
house had been subsequently reduced in size, before the hall was completely
floored over.
Finally, M r. K . W. E . Gravett showed pictures o f various donkeywheels i n Kent, both vertical and horizontal, and attempted a rough
chronology.
The Study-group is indebted to Mr. L. R. A. Grove for his kindness in
providing a hall for the meeting, and to Mr. C. R. Councer for again taking
the chair.
EXCAVATIONS COMMITTEE
Council for British Archceology, Group 11A
The Group continues to make progress and membership has increased.
The A.G.1VI., which was held on 11th November, 1967, a t Maidstone
Museum was honoured by the presence of the President of the Society,
Sir John Dunlop, K.B.E., C.M.G., M.C., T.D., who took the Chair. Miss
xlvi
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J. M. Harding gave a most interesting talk on her recent excavations i n
Weston Wood, Surrey, and described her experiments i n the technique
of early pot-making and grain-storage. A special exhibit was arranged by
the Curator for those who attended the meeting. I t is hoped to hold a
Conference on the Weald in October, 1968, in conjunction with Group 11B.
Excavations in the County
Investigations continued during 1967 at sites of many different periods
in Kent. Appendix I contains Reports on excavations directly supported
by the Society, and Appendix I I contains Reports from Local Secretaries
and Groups.
LOCAL SECRETARIES
The following amendments are recorded:
Faversham L t . -Col. A. A. Johnson has assumed
the duties in place of Mr. J. Doak,
resigned.
Bromley
D r .
E . V. Piercy Fox has resigned,
and the area representation is a t
present vacant.
Mailing
M
r
.
R . C. Boyle has resigned, and
the a r e a representation i s a t
present vacant.
The Society records its gratitude t o a l l Local Secretaries for their
continued work on its behalf.
By Order of the Council,
G. W. Meates, Lieut.-Colonel,
let January, 1968.
Genera/ Secretary
APPENDIX I
Reports on Excavations supported by the Society.
Interim Report by Mr. D. B. Kelly, on the Excavations at Quarry Wood
Camp, Loose, 1967:
The excavation at Quarry Wood Camp, Loose, was completed in the
autumn. The trench on the south (levelled) side o f the earthwork was
filled in mechanically and the opportunity was taken to use the machine
to dig another section on the south side. A point between the previous
trench and the south end of the west bank was chosen, where the resistivity
meter had indicated the ditch might run, and the ditch was found here.
A section was also cut through the west bank, at the point where the trial
trenching was done in 1963. The excavator is most grateful to the volunteers who worked on the site, and in particular to Mr. T. Ithell and Mr. A.
Miles for their continued and regular help.
Interim, Report by M r. A . P. Detsicas, M A . , F.S.A., on the Excavations
at the Eccles Roman Villa.
Excavations were continued t h i s year, o n behalf o f t h e Eccles
Excavation Committee, every week-end from late March to late October
and for a continuous fortnight's w o r k i n August, a t the site o f the
Romano-British villa at Eccles.
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The work was supported by the Kent Archwological Society, the Carnegie
United Kingdom Trust, the Society of Antiquaries of London, the Craven
Fund and the Haverfield Bequest of the University of Oxford. The results
of this sixth season's work may be summarized as follows:
(i) Excavation has been completed of the area of the workshops of
the villa in Period IV (c. A.D. 65-120); several construction trenches
for timber partitions and successive mortar floors h a v e been
recorded. The whole area will be reported in detail i n the next
interim report.
(ii) Excavation south-east o f Room 79 showed that this room had
not been partitioned and confirmed its tentative interpretation as
a barn. One further room lay to south-east of the former and this
one had been partitioned by a timber partition. Four narrow rooms
immediately to its north-east were cleared and are clearly stables
or cowsheds.
(iii) T h e major result of this year's work has been to locate the first
villa o f Period I V which was unsuccessfully sought west and
north-west of its baths in 1965-66. This early building lay immediately to east o f Room 37 (Arch. Cant., lxix, 1964) and had been
incorporated in later structures. A total of seven rooms belonging
to this early villa have so far been cleared, all laid with tessellated
floors; the largest of these floors consisted of alternating stripes of
red and buff tesserae. This area had been re-occupied at a later
stage after the destruction of this part of the villa when at least
one tile-built hearth had been placed upon the floor of one room.
(iv) R o o m s 33-37 (Arch. Cant., lxix, 1964) are now known t o have
been added to the original building and another room had been
built south-west of the first villa leading into the main range of
rooms to be explored in 1968.
(v) I t was established that Room 15 (Arch. Cant., lxix, 1964) belonged
in fact to Period VI and had served as a long corridor leading into
the baths. Excavation beyond the south-east wall of this corridor
showed that its external face had been decorated with painted wallplaster, and that some paving had been laid immediately beyond this
wall; this strongly suggests a peristyle, but subsequent demolition at
depth has removed all traces of a stylobate or a low wall to support
the roof covering over the painted wall-plaster area.
(vi) P a r t of a very deep room was cleared south-east of this courtyard
area. Though extensively robbed, enough remained to show that
it had been laid with an opus signinum floor and that this material
had also been used to coat the inner face of the walls, suggesting
that this room had probably contained water; as the depth of the
floor level precludes use as a water-tank, i t seems likely that this
room may have been a plunge-bath. I f so, then this may constitute
the first evidence for another bath-house in use during the fourth
century A.D.
(vii) Trenching at the north-eastern limit of the area under examinination has added to the course of the enclosure of Period I, and
excavation was completed of the late-Antonine ditch used for the
deposition of domestic rubbish and building debris.
An electric resistivity survey of the area in advance of excavation was
carried out by Mr. I. J. Bissett, with the aid of the Society's resistivity meter.
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Interim Report by M r. J . H . Parffitt, on the Excavations at Leigh, near
Tonbridge.
The site of the excavation is a moated enclosure at Moat Farm, at the
eastern extremity of Leigh (N.G.R. 555466). This is the second season on
the site and the work was continued on the northern third of the moated
enclosure, an area of approximately 90 ft. by 40 ft. enclosed on three sides
by the moat.
I n the 1966 season the principal discoveries were ( i ) considerable
quantities o f pottery fragments, coarse grey cooking pots and dishes,
finer grey jug fragments and green glaze pottery, all of which are identified
as late thirteenth to early fourteenth century, and (ii) the stone footings of
one wall of what was probably primarily a timber building.
The 1967 season has revealed the stone footings of two further walls of
the same building. The footings o f the fourth wall have probably disappeared as the footings at this end of the site are only a few inches below
the present surface. The dimensions o f the building are approximately
20 ft. by 35 ft. Two large flat stones, approximately 5 ft. inwards from the
central point of the longer north and south walls respectively suggest the
position of main timber roof supports. I n the last week of excavation an
area within the building which appears to be a hearth was partially uncovered. There have been no major pottery finds this season. Last year's
finds were concentrated along the centre portion of the south wall of the
building.
There is reason to believe that the building so far uncovered was not the
main building on the site both because of its position in the extreme northeast corner of the moated enclosure and because large stones are known to
be in position in the more central area to the south.
APPENDIX I I
Reports from Local Secretaries and Groups
Ashford
Ashford Archceological Society Excavations Group. M r. 3 . Bradshaw
reports:
Elham
The mound reported at Dreals Farm (N.G.R. TR19254470; Arch. Cant.,
lxxxi, p. iii, 1966) was examined by the Ashford Group during the summer
of 1967 and found to be natural in. origin. Two trenches revealed no stratification or disturbance other than vermin infestation, and the flint flakes
and artifacts no more in number than the average yield on other parts of
the farm. They included a tanged and barbed arrowhead, five scrapers
of Neolithic types and seven flakes with slight working in a total of 120
pieces.
Ifenardington
Systematic searches have been made following ploughing during the
last two years of Flint Field, Ellis Barn Farm, the centre of this six-acre
field being N.G.R. TR96383351. I t was the subject o f a short report by
the late Major Teichman.-Dervllle (Arch. Cant., lvi, 1943, p. -rsrvii), whose
finds cannot unfortunately be traced for comparison w i t h later finds.
4
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No trace of habitation or working floors are visible in the area, and the
flints found are o f earlier date than reported, Mesolithic points, blades
and cores forming one-third of the total. The owners o f Ellis Barn are
interested in the site and are willing to allow excavations which will not
interfere with farm cropping.
Lyminge (Ottinge)
During the summer of 1966 a boy digging out rabbits from a large
mound in Hunts Rough Wood found a flint arrowhead and several pieces
of coarse pottery. His schoolmaster was informed and with several other
boys later dug i n many places about and on the mound, apparently
finding only more sherds from the original hole. The writer was informed
by Mr. J. Coy, and permission granted by the owner of the wood, Mr. H.
Gammon o f Great Shuttlesfield Farm, t o examine the site and finds.
The arrowhead was Neolithic, triangular in shape, the sherds dating from
the fourteenth and fifteenth century A.D. The Gazetteer a t Maidstone
Museum contains a note under Lyminge: "Hunts Rough Wood, 2 small
long barrows, one quarried away circa 1921, but a leaf-shaped arrowhead
found. One remains untouched." The Ordnance Survey Archmological
Index Card was examined by permission of the Director, and the opinion
was expressed there that the remaining mound was not a long barrow.
The Ashford Group re-opened the 1966 holes and cut a trial trench on the
west of the mound to determine how the pottery might be explained.
This was a considerable task, the mound being o f indefinite shape and
approximately 40 metres long, 30 wide, and up t o 2 i n height. I t was
centred on N.G.R. TR17804160, covered with a coppice o f mixed hardwoods beneath standing trees. The re-opened central hole produced only
odd sherds similar to those found by the boy, and seemed to have been dug
into a natural clay deposit. The trench cut by our members proved to be
in a natural geological formation. The finds from i t consisted o f struck
flakes of flint, two scrapers, and one broad-backed flake with fine secondary
working on a cutting edge, most probably of the Bronze Age, and a tanged
and barbed arrowhead. The four sherds were of Medieval character, similar
to the 1966 material. There was no visible evidence of buildings in the area,
but the nearness o f two public footpaths may be an indication that a
dwelling might have existed near this junction in earlier years. The only
explanation for the single hole containing any quantity of sherds is that
it may have been a small rubbish pit adjacent to such a dwelling. The
flint material is larger in quantity than normally found in the surrounding
fields, but not excessively so.
Mersham
During quarrying operations f o r ragstone i n Bower Lane (N.G.R.
TR05643930) Messrs. C. Baldock and G. Long brought to the notice o f
the Society potsherds and small iron articles found in holes in the quarry
face. Examination o f the site and permission to excavate was granted
by the owners, A. H. Hooker, Ltd., of Ashford. The sites of the original
finds had been quarried away, but with the assistance of the quarrymen,
two holes were located in the floor beneath the baclrfill, and dug out.
These were wells in which a large number of sherds of thfrteenth- and fourteenth-century pots were found, and several small depressions in the quarry
face contained similar sherds and small rusted iron objects. The ground
1

REPORT, 1967
on which the quarry was encroaching had been bulldozed to clear the
'overlay' and destroyed what may have been evidence of buildings, only
a hearth of burnt clay with several sherds remaining exposed. This area,
approximately half an acre in extent, was searched, and finds included an
iron spearhead, an iron ring, large numbers of sherds similar to those from
the well, with many flint flakes and scrapers of Neolithic types. I t appeared
from the evidence of the quarrymen that the wells and pits had been appearing regularly in the quarry for the past year and assumed importance
only when one of their number had been trained to distinguish pottery of
Medieval origin during a Society excavation. The area of ground quarried
during this period had been about 2 acres and four wells noted, but no
proper estimation of the extent of the site is possible. The evidence to
date suggests a compact village, 600 metres south-east of the present village
centre and 400 metres east of the church. I t is about 230 ft. above sealevel, on the brow of a west-facing slope running down to the East Stour,
800 metres to the south-west. Apart from occasional black, gritty sherds
which may be earlier, the pottery dates from A.D. 1250-1400, some being
similar i n texture, shape and decoration as t h a t from Potter's Corner,
Ashford (Arch Cant., lxv, 1952, pp. 183-7).
Smeeth
During the grubbing out of a large area of Park Wood, Mr. D. Skeer of
the Ashford Archmological Society noticed that the foundations o f footbridges crossing two small streams were o f ashlar. The writer was asked
to examine them and the surrounding area by the owner, Mr. Ron Martin
of Little Evegate Farm, but nothing conclusive could be deduced from the
dressed ragstone except that they were coping stones weighing up t o
2 cwt. each and probably from a building dismantled elsewhere.
A large mound was found at the northern edge of the wood at N.G.R.
TR07433861, having the appearance of a round barrow. Mr. Martin was
notified of it and generously agreed that if limited excavation proved that
it was indeed a barrow, then it would be left as such, and with the surrounding area could be scheduled by the Ministry of Public Building and Works
as an ancient monument. A series of trial trenches cut on a north—south
axis east of centre conclusively proved it to be artificial, sherds of pottery
scattered through the mound varying in date from the Early Iron Age to
the fourteenth century A.D. Poorly executed flint artifacts o f Mesolithic
and Neolithic manufacture were plentiful immediately above and below
the original ground level, with more sherds o f fourteenth-century wares
than could be attributed t o rodent burrowing. The mound, having a
diameter of 35 metres, and 3 metres in height from its perimeter at the
lowest edge of the west-sloping ground on which it stood, was then assumed
to be an early mill mound. Keeping in mind the possibility that it may have
been superimposed upon an earlier mound, systematic trenching in selected
areas was carried out by the Group, followed by the bulldozing of each
area separately over a period o f eight weeks. As the bulldozing before the
Group's intervention may have destroyed any evidence of it having had
a windmill on its summit, the finds indicate that the decision to demolish
what may have been a mill mound sealing the floor o f a prehistoric site
was justified. Finds included Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic flint
implements, sherds dating from the Bronze Age through the Roman period
to the fourteenth century A.D., and one bronze disc which may have been
a Roman coin. One leaf-shaped flint arrowhead is o f interest in that its
length was 30 ram. and maximum thickness only 3 mm. Particular thanks
ii
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are due to the contractor, Mr. Peter Price of Elmstead, who loaned the
bulldozer and its driver, Mr. Durnford.
A scatter of Mesolithic flint flakes and artifacts occurs on the east side
of a deep open ditch at N.G.R. TR073386.
I n the northern part o f Park Wood, a steep, wooded valley is cut
across b y a n earthen bank o r dam with N.G.R. TR07283910 as the
centre. Sixty metres long, this dam is still over 4 metres high in the middle,
through which a small stream runs i n a gap obviously intended for a
sluice gate, with a similar gap 10 metres to east of the first.
Bexley
Mr. P. j . Tester, F.S.A., reports:
Bexley A r t s Council has recently established a sub-committee t o
advise on local buildings of architectural or historic interest. The K.A.S.
Local Secretary holds the office o f Chairman and M r. C. R . Councer,
F.S.A., is among the members. A list of buildings of special interest, not
among those at present scheduled by the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government, has been compiled and submitted to the Borough Council
in the hope that these buildings will in the future be given some measure
of protection.
An attempt has been made t o demolish four cottages i n Foots Cray
which comprise a timber-framed hall-house, and the intended destruction
was prevented by the Greater London Council who issued a Preservation
Order. Subsequently a Ministry public enquiry has been held to decide
whether these cottages merit further protection, and the outcome is still
awaited.
The proposed widening o f the main road through North Cray will
result in the loss of some old buildings including the almshouses and a
timber house which until recently served as the village shop. Attempts
are being made to record these before demolition takes place.
Hall Place is no longer in use as an annexe to the Girls' Technical School
and is being adapted to serve as offices and a book store for the Bexley
Library Service. Care is being taken to ensure that the necessary internal
alterations do not detract from the architectural interest o f the house,
and it is hoped to open part of it to the public in due course.
A t East Wickham attempts are being made to find a use for the old
St. Michael's Church. Some repairs have been done to the roof and windows
and there now seems less likelihood of its being demolished than was once
feared. The large new church built near by in 1932 is more than adequate
for the needs of the parish, and it is not anticipated that the old building
will again be required for worship. Baden-Powell, father of the founder of
the Scout movement, was vicar here from 1821 to 1828 and i t has been
suggested that this association might encourage the Scouts and Guides
to take over the old church as a meeting place. In the event of such secular
use the fourteenth-century font, brasses, pulpit, royal arms and some other
fittings would be removed to the new church. I f the building is not to fall
into complete decay some such solution to the problem o f its future
maintenance must be found.
Cranbrook
Mrs. M. C. Lebon. reports:
I n July, 1967, the Cranbrook and District Local History Society held
a five-day exhibition derived from its own collection and loans from local
residents, together with relevant items from the County Archives and from
lii
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Maidstone Museum. The exhibition was organized by Mr. C. C. R. Pile,
and opened by Mr. L. R. A. Grove who spoke encouragingly about the value
of local history exhibitions and museum collections.
The Wealden Iron Research Group will be conducting both archive
research and field work to discover and review iron-working sites i n the
Wealden parts o f Kent and Sussex. Those wishing to take part should
write to Mr. H. F. Cleere, F.S.A., at 4 Grosvenor Gardens, London, S.W.1.
Edenbridge
Mr. J. C. Irwin reports:
There have been no excavations i n Edenbridge and district during
1967, but activity is centring upon the organization of an exhibition of
`Edenbridge in History' to be held i n Edenbridge Primary School Hall,
between 14th and 20th April, 1968. The exhibition is being sponsored by
Edenbridge and District Historical Society "Vvith the official support o f
Sevenoaks Rural District Council. Further details o f the exhibition will
be given in next year's Report.
Faversham
Mr. James Doak reports:
During the year t o October, 1967, considerable progress has been
made with the preservation o f the Chart Gunpowder Mills, St. Ann's,
Faversham. Substantial grants have been promised from the Ministry of
Public Building and Works, the Faversham Borough Council, and the
Kent County Council. The Faversham Society has so far raised £1,000
by public subscription, including a contribution o f £25 b y the K e n t
Archmological Society. The developers of the estate have offered to sell
to the Local Council the site of two further mills at a cost of £750, and the
Faversham Society has undertaken to raise this extra money, and therefore requires a further £1,250, to complete the restoration o f the mills
and the laying out o f the site. Some work has been done b y members,
who have cleaned up the site and taken steps to preserve timber and ironwork.
With regard to the Society's Museum, at present housed at the Maison
Dieu, Ospringe, steps are being taken to find drier premises for the display
of the collection.
On 22nd November, 1967, a well-known house on the Ashford road,
Lords, was totally destroyed b y fire. This house had a formal classical
Georgian facade, but was a much older building, and was at one time a
hunting-box of King John.
Stone-next-Faversham
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates, F.S.A., reports:
As a direct result of the lecture given by the Rt. Hon. Sir Eric Fletcher,
F.S.A., M.P., at the Annual General Meeting of the Kent Archmological
Society, i t was decided t o re-excavate the central part o f this ruined
church to determine whether or not it is a building of Roman date, built
as it is of coursed ragstone and flint blocks with courses of Roman tiles at
intervals.
Excavation began under the direction of Sir Eric Fletcher, Mr. Dudley
Jackson and the writer, w i t h the help o f the Sittingbourne and Swale
Archmological Research Group and members o f the Faversham Society,
and continued for five week-ends in August and September, 1967. I t quickly
became clear that this central portion was indeed of Roman build and
date, the remains of an opus signinum floor and quarter-round moulding
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coming to light. The entrance in the west wall was of monolithic construction,
the heavy stone sill showing a surface hewn down for a single-leaf door
with pivot-hole and stop, a not uncommon feature of the Roman period.
The small, square building conforms with Roman mausolea of the fourth
century A.D., and this was confirmed b y Professor J. M . C. Toynbee,
Dr. Ralegh-Radford, and Mr. R. F. Jessup, all of whom visited the site.
A north-south inhumation of a child was found immediately exterior of
the south wall, and there is evidence of three further inhumations within
the building and at foundation level beneath the level of the opus signinum
floor. These will be examined in 1968.
Evidence of a possible Saxon building will be sought, and the medieval
chancel and nave investigated i n the future. B u t here a t Stone is the
first proved example o f a Roman mausoleum having been re-used for
Christian worship, forming part of a medieval church, and possibly of a
Saxon one also. I t illustrates graphically the re-use o f such buildings,
where they survived, o f which we learn from literary sources; and the
discovery has thrown a new light upon the significance of such buildings,
built in Roman style and of Roman material, as still exist in Britain.
Gravesend
Mr. A. F. Allen reports the following discovery, and suggests that i t
does a t least establish some Medieval building n o t very f a r from the
well-known Medieval Rectory at Southfieet:
Mr. M. Drake reports that building operations in Red Street, Southfleet,
between existing houses, Dunwich and Elmbank (N.G.R. TQ61457688)
produced Medieval potsherds which were passed t o the Fawkham and
District Historical Society. The potsherds were of unglazed, shell-loaded
fabric, very heavily encrusted with charcoal on the outside. The decoration
consisted of comb and strap-work, and jug handles were slashed or pricked,
dating t o the thirteenth century. This pottery was associated w i t h a
discernible level, and lay -within a few inches of large flints and a chalk
block, not natural to the site and possibly from a wall. No further investigation was possible.
Headcorn
Mr. L . J . Daniels, Hon. Secretary o f the Headcorn Local History
Society, reports that the following publications of local interest have been
published, copies of which have been deposited as indicated: 'The Church
of SS. Peter and Paul, Headcorn' and `Headcorn, Kent: The Official Guide'
—in the Library of the Kent Archteological Society; 'The Parish Church,
and People of Headcorn, Kent' b y the Rev. P. H. Atkins, M.A. (Vicar,
1951-57)—in Maidstone Museum. 'The Annals o f Headcorn, K e n t ' b y
Robert Purley, F.S.A., published in 1878, is also in existence.
Kent Archceological Research Grows Council
Mr. M. A. Ocock, Hon. Secretary, reports:
The Annual General Meeting was held at Chatham on 6th November,
1967, and Mr. Norman Cook, B.A., F.S.A., was elected Chairman for the
forthcoming year. Reports were received from various officers and a l l
revealed a satisfactory state of affairs. There had been an encouraging
increases in financial assets, and the circulation of the Kent Archceological
Review had continued to expand due to the improved layout and presentation. The Emergency Operations scheme had done much during the
past year to encourage the inspection of construction work, and several
useful projects had resulted, including the search o f gas pipe lines, for
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which detailed plans had been obtained and distributed some time i n
advance o f the commencement o f the work. A dumpy level and staff
had been purchased for use by member groups in fieldwork. Reports were
also received on the Annual Conference and the Panel of Lecturers. Future
activities were discussed in some detail and the outlook for the new year
was very encouraging.
Lower Medway Arehoological Research Group
Mr. M. J. Syddell, Hon. Secretary, reports:
For the first time, membership o f the Lower Medway Archeological
Research Group passed the fifty mark during 1967. This figure reflects the
steady increase in activity of the Group over the last few years. To cater
for younger people a Junior Membership scheme was started during the
year. This scheme is open to all children of school age, and gives them most
of the benefits of Group membership without the problem of finding the
subscription.
Once again, Group members have had a wide choice of excavations to
attend. Group-sponsored excavations have been a t a Romano-British
industrial site at Cooling, and a rescue dig on part of a Romano-British
building at Snodland. The Cooling excavation forms part o f a study o f
the problems o f the Romano-British settlement of the Medway Marshes
undertaken by the directors, A . Miles and the writer. The site was first
located before the last war. Work in 1967 has revealed shallow foundation
trenches, rectangular in plan, with the remains of flint footings. Associated
with these was a large storage jar with the base removed and containing
a complete pie-dish. Occupation of the site would seem to extend from the
second half of the first century to the third century. Small finds include a
brooch, whetstones, the base of a glass vessel, a puddingstone quern, and
fragments of a Mayen lava quern. A find of interest was a large deposit of
vegetable origin, which may prove t o be the remains o f a cereal crop.
Industrial activity on the site seems to have included pottery-making and
salt-panning. Excavations will continue in 1968.
The Snodland excavations, directed by M. A. Ocock, were a continuation
of previous emergency excavations i n 1964-1965. They showed that the
long room or corridor, which had formed Period I I I o f the RomanoBritish building, had continued almost to the wall of the factory without
turning, as had been previously assumed. Foundations o f what m a y
have been a screen or boundary wall continued the line of the corridor.
Besides external paving, met elsewhere, on the site a chalk floor and what
may have been a wall to a veranda were found on the south-east side o f
the corridor. Another wall of Roman date was found in a trial trench dug
in the area b y the factory canteen. Further work is to be undertaken.
Members have also assisted a t excavations a t the Eccles RomanoBritish villa, Springhead Romano-British township, Polhill Anglo-Saxon
cemetery, and the Faversham powder mills
The Regional Survey programme has continued t o make progress.
During 1967, two surveys were made with the object of tracing and plotting
banks and ditches running through King's Wood, Ulcombe (centred a t
N.G.R. TQ845511). A survey was also carried o u t a t Brishing Court
Farm, south o f Maidstone, where reports o f a possible Romano-British
building were closely investigated. T h e K e n t Archaeological Society
resistivity meter was used. T h e probable site o f the Romano-British
building was confirmed at N.G.R. TQ784516, and further work is envisaged,
During the late summer and autumn of the year, many members co-operated
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Rows o f steel tubes 3 i in. diameter were driven into the ground at
8-ft. intervals to depths o f up to 50 ft. A high pressure water hose a t
100 lb. p.s.i. was connected to each tube during the driving process. A
sudden decrease in the water pressure indicated that the driven tube had
pierced a chalk cavern and the water was escaping freely into the void.
As each cavity was located the pressurized water hose was removed and
another hose, of smaller diameter, was lowered into the driven steel tube.
Through this latter hose, a slurry of Thanet Sand and water was pumped
until the void below ground was completely filled with Thanet Sand. The
void was considered to be effectively consolidated when the slurry was
seen to rise and overspill on to the ground from the 3i-in. tube (the Thanet
Sand was excavated from a pit sunk near by). Over 400 such borings were
made in the area and i t is now believed that all the deneholes have been
effectively filled in. The C.E.G.B. will be erecting heat exchangers on this
ground above the deneholes, the plant being used t o cool the 275 k V.
underground cables. Finally, it is interesting to note that two 500-ft. deep
wells are to be sunk on this site for water and cooling purposes thus
perpetuating the long tradition of deep shafts in this wooded area.
Otford
Lt.-Col. G. W. Meates, F.S.A., reports:
An historic Otford Exhibition was held from 3rd to 5th August, 1967,
in the Church Hall, Otford. I t was mounted by the Otford and District
Historical Society as a contribution to the Village Hall Improvement Fund,
and was opened by Sir John Dunlop, President of the Kent Archwological
Society.
The complete history o f Otford was displayed, ranging f r o m the
prehistory of the area, Roman and Saxon times, through the long and
interesting Medieval period, up to modern days. The many cases contained
carefully arranged material, much of it recovered as a result of the Society's
excavations, and the mounted maps, charts and photographs were a
specially interesting and valuable feature of the Exhibition, the abundance
of information in regard to the Church and the Archbishop's Palace being
noteworthy.
The care lavished upon this Exhibition was reflected in its comprehensiveness and the logical arrangement of its many exhibits, and i t was an
excellent example o f what a large village community can achieve with
energy and enthusiasm. Its popularity and success were also reflected in
the large attendance (1,700), and the Society was able, as a result of its
co-ordinated efforts, to hand over the sum of £102 to the object for which
the Exhibition was held.
Rochester
Mr. A. C. Harrison, B.A., reports:
The Archeeological Society o f Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical
School has carried out excavations on either side of the Roman city wall
at a site between Corporation Street and the Common (N.G.R. TQ74286879).
The wall here is preserved to a height of 10 ft., the facing on the inside, of
roughly coursed ragstone and flint, being intact for 6 ft., and that on the
outside, of squared ashlar, for approximately 2 ft. The width at the base
was 6 ft. 10 in.
Two features of special interest were observed. The first was that the
concrete raft upon which the wall was built rested at this point upon the
Roman surface, instead of being sunk into i t as elsewhere. This surface
consisted of chalk floors and occupation material of late second-century
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date and could be traced on both sides of the wall. This suggests (a) that
the wall at this point enclosed a smaller area than that previously occupied,
a feature already noticed on the east side o f the city, and (b) that the
ground here was too wet to allow the cutting of a foundation-trench.
The second feature was that the face of the concrete raft on the inside
of the wall showed a row of almost semicircular indentations. These are
interpreted as being formed by the wet concrete being run in between the
ends o f halved tree-trunks laid a t right-angles t o the line o f the wall.
No parallel for this is known to the writer and its purpose is conjectural.
One possibility is that the logs formed a 'Corduroy' road to facilitate the
carting of material for the building operation.
Springheacl
Mr. W. S. Penn, B.Sc., reports:
A very successful season was held a t Springhead i n 1967. A large
scale, systematic dig in area began and many new volunteers assisted.
This will be the practice i n future years until the town is completely
excavated.
Two areas were excavated during the year. The first was in the northeast comer of the temenos bounded by roads RI and R3 (see Map of Springhead for refs.: Arch. Cant., lxxx, 1965). I t is an unexcavated area on the
map and has already revealed three superimposed structures, the latest
of third-century date, the intermediate one Antonine, and the lowest
first century. The latest was well constructed of flints, chalk and mortar
and probably represents a podium, whilst the other two have flint footings,
post-holes and clay floors. A l l structures are within the temenos and may
thus have religious significance.
There is more positive evidence that the latest structure is Temple VII.
Associated with it were the bronze figurine of a dog (for reference to their
votive nature see Wheeler, Lydney Pan*); part of a clay figurine, possibly
of Dea Nutrix (see F. Jenkins, F.S.A., Arch. Cant., lxxi); part of an incense
cup, and seeds of two varieties of Atriplex. Much more excavation of this
building is required.
A remarkable and interesting feature was discovered by the side of the
path leading to Temple I. I t was a large post-hole, b y the side of which
were the numerous remains o f animals. The full significance o f this has
not yet been studied, but it at least suggests a sacred pole (perpetuating
Celtic religious practices—as with Jupiter columns) with animal sacrifices
(see Ross, Pagan Celtic Britain, p. 41, 1967). I n the path itself is a chalklined pit or well which has not yet been fully examined but may be votive
in nature.
The other area o f excavation was i n between the two main roads
R1 and R2. It was hoped that this would be extensively occupied, and early
work suggests that this was so. The end o f what appears t o be a long
agricultural building has been discovered a n d t h e t w o rooms so f a r
excavated appear to be one for the stabling of animals and the other for
roasting corn (a corn-drying kiln has been identified). To the west of this
building is a well-made cobbled courtyard, or access road, in one corner
of which was a considerable amount of rubble consisting of opus signinum,
flue tiles and large fragments of coloured wall-plaster. This suggests an
important building t o the west and this is now being investigated. I t
appears, as an early assessment, that the path R12 to the well is being
confirmed. A l l work will eventually be recorded i n full i n Archceologia
Cantiana.
lix
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Tunbridge Wells
Mrs. V. F. Desborough reports:
Tunbridge Wells branch of the Kent Archwological Society held two
interesting meetings this year, o n b o t h occasions a t t h e Centre f o r
Education and Art. On 6th May, Mr. P. J. Tester, F.S.A., gave a most interesting lecture on 'Some Saxon Churches in Kent', followed by a colour film,
generously lent b y the sculptress, Miss Elizabeth Muntz, showing the
making of her statue of King Harold, commissioned for Waltham Abbey,
Essex. On 21st October, Mr. James Money, F.S.A., gave a lecture on his
four years' excavations in Minepit Wood, Withyham, entitled 'An Iron.
Age, Roman and Medieval I r o n -working Site'. I t was illustrated with
superb coloured slides and much enjoyed by his audience, who included
a number o f his diggers. T h e Annual Outing was t o Lenham and
Harrietshana. A t Harrietsham, Dr. Margaret Masterman kindly permitted
us to visit Lake Cottage and the Pilgrims' Pool, and afterwards Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Goodalll received our members at their lovely home, Stede Hill.
Glorious weather added t o the success o f the afternoon. Membership
increased only slightly during the year.
WINGHAM—THE ROMAN VILLA
Mr. F. Jenkins, M.A., F.S.A., reports:
Thanks to the kindness of Lord Hawarden, work has continued on the
Roman site a t Wingham. The first o f the t w o buildings investigated
proved to be a self-contained bath-house, which was first uncovered by
George Dowker i n 1882-1884. T h e present excavations have revealed
certain features not found or recorded by him. The building underwent
several alterations, some quite extensive. The first, and seemingly major
reconstruction involved the replacement o f the original pilae supported
floors by a system of cross walls to form lateral rising flues. A heated
apsidal tank for water was added on the south side of the building. The
later structural work was not of a high order of workmanship.
The other building on the site was an aisled building, perhaps part of
the farm complex. This revealed two major building periods subsequent
to the original plan. Dating evidence suggests that it was first built either
at the end of the first century or early in the second century A.D. I n the
final phase a small building, perhaps staff living quarters, was inserted in
the east end.
The most important discoveries this year were made i n the open
space just south of the aisled building. Here, i n a deposit o f household
rubbish containing many animal bones, were ten fragments of light green
coloured glass all of Saxon date, representing cone-beakers, and another
vessel bearing applied trail glass decoration. W i t h these was a piece of
pottery of Anglo-Frisian type, part of a bone comb, and a radiate type of
coin of the third century.
Another sizeable piece of pottery was found in the ash of a hypocaust
channel in the bath-house. A l l this evidence, coupled with that found in
previous seasons, suggests that Germanic settlers had occupied the site
at a very early date, perhaps as foederati, invited by the Romano-British
authorities to settle on the land in return for their services in keeping the
area safe from attack by other barbarians. I n referring to the previous
early Germanic material, Professor Sheppard Frere has already remarked
that its presence at Winghara does not necessarily mean a continuation of
occupation o f the Roman villa to the Saxon Manor, b u t is more likely
to be that foederati were billeted on the site of the villa.
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