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REPORT F O R T H E Y E A R E N D E D 31sT DECEMBER, 1960
The Council presents i t s ninety-second Report, a n d Statement o f
Accounts for 1950. Sixty-three new members were elected during the
year, and membership now totals 1,150. T h e thanks of the Council are
again due to all those Members, who, b y interesting their friends in the
aims and objects of the Society, have so largely contributed to this satisfactory result.
I t is with groat regret that the Council reports the death of Mr. A. J.
Golding, F.S.A., a member of the Society for twenty-six years, who succeeded the late Mr. Walter Ruck as the Society's Hon. Librarian, and
who carried on the work of the Society's Curator throughout the difficulties
of the years of war.
At the General Meeting in April, the President gave a survey of the
Society's activities during the past year, mentioning the invaluable help
received from local secretaries, a n d t h e pleasant relations prevailing
between local and affiliated associations and their parent Society. H e
also drew attention to the recent repair work undertaken at Cooling Castle;
and, on behalf of the Society, thanked its new owners, the Wardens o f
Rochester Bridge, and the tenants, Col. and Mrs. Marsden, for their interest
in its preservation.
Sir Garrard Tyrwhitt-Drake, M a y o r o f Maidstone, a n d Deputy
Lieutenant o f the County o f Kent, was elected a n Honorary Member
of the Society, the highest distinction the Society can bestow, as a mark
of appreciation o f the eminent services he has rendered to archceology
in Kent and especially in Maidstone.
Sir Edward Harrison, on his retirement after fifteen years of devoted
service as Honorary Secretary, was presented with a cheque subscribed
by individual members as a small token o f gratitude and recognition of
his unremitting care for the Society's interests, and of the regard in which
he is held by all members.
The usual formal business, including the financial statement, elections
to the Council, re-election o f officers and admission o f new members,
then followed.
In the afternoon Lieut.-Col. Meates, F.S.A., lectured to the Society
on Roman excavations in the Darent Valley, with particular reference to
the Lullingstone Vi l l a . Members listened w i t h keen interest t o a
particularly good lecture, illustrated b y unusually clear lantern slides.
Afterwards members inspected material from Lullingstone, and a general
selection of Roman exhibits, admirably displayed b y the Curator of the
Maidstone Museum. A remarkably fine Grangerized copy o f Hasted's
History of Kent i n fourteen folio volumes was also on view, b y kind
permission of its owner, the Kent County Library.
The Council wishes to emphasize that the present financial position
of the Society cannot be considered satisfactory, and in view of the disparity
between income and expenditure, has no alternative but to recommend
the raising o f the subscription for all members save those who, having
signed covenants, are already indirectly contributing an increased annual
payment.
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The Records Branch has published nothing during the year, but hopes
to issue part three of the Feet of Fines in 1951.
• T h e following additions, by gift or purchase, were made during the year
to the Library and Collections:
From the Trustees o f the will o f the late Richard Frederick Brain,
of 14 New Road, Chatham, an unusually good series of Kentish items,
viz. (1) 1781 Agreement concerning Slicketts H i l l , Gillingham, w i t h plan
signed by Jacob Cazeneuve Troy of Chatham; (2) Five Volumes of drawings
by J. Taverner Perry, architect to Queen Victoria: o n Whatman drawing
board, 101, b y 7 i ins., 17th-century Kentish churches ( 1 2 drawings),
St. Martin's Priory, Dover (5 drawings), the Chapel Royal, Dover (5 drawings), Mectheval Bridges o f the Medway (12 drawings), Villages o f the
Kentish Bourne (11 drawings) ; ( 3 ) Architectural Notes and Sketches,
by J. Tavernor Perry, 1861-1900 (one hundred and eighty Kent churches
are mentioned) ; ( 4 ) Diary of Sir Roger Twysden, 1597-1672, o f Roydon
Hall, bound in a 14th-century law manuscript; (5) The Boyden Hall papers
of Sir Roger Twysden ; ( 6 ) A Kent topographical manuscript by William
Dampier, London, 1875; ( 7 ) Chatham Court Roll (Quit Rents), 1726 ;
(8) Manuscript copy of Douglas's Nenia Britannica, 1793; (9) A typescript
dealing with the Rev. Robert Whiston, M.A., Headmaster o f the King's
School, Rochester; (10) A magnificent collection of three volumes of water
colours, and three volumes of prints, dating in the main from about 1800,
but reaching 1760 and 1850, the,se were collected by Henry George Knipe
of Tunbridge Wells.
The Council wishes t o draw the attention o f members t o the fine
collection of drawings in the possession o f the Society, i n the hope that
others, emulating the late Mr. Brain, will be able to augment it from time
to time.
The Wardens of Rochester Bridge presented the Society with a specially
prepared and bound album o f photographs o f Cooling Castle, and the
late C . J . P. Cave, Esq., F.S.A., presented a collection o f his own
photographs o f t h e Norman carvings i n t h e C r y p t o f Canterbury
Cathedral.
Of the following books, Stade Hill, b y R. H . Goodsell, was obtained
by subscription; t h e remainder are all gifts: T h e Gentry of Kent in 1640,
Peter Laslett—the author; History of Kent, S. Tymms, 1832, A month at
Gravesend, E. J. Brabazon, 2nd edn., 1864, Jottings of Kent, Wm. Miller,
3rd edn., 1871, Lays and Legends of Kent, 2nd edn., 1841, History and
Antiquities o f Rochester, Caddel Bros., n.d.—all from Mrs. L . Lovell,
M.B.E. ; Kentish Supplement to the Kemp and Kempe Families of Great
Britain, F. Hitchin-Kemp ; Place Names of Cumberland, Vols. I and I I —
B. W. Swithinbank ; Hengest ' A n historical study of his Danish Origins
and Campaigns, Dr. G. Ward—the author; Anglo-Saxon Jewellery, R. F.
Jessup—the author; Canterbury Guide, Canterbury Chamber o f Trade,
n.d.—Frederick H a r t ; t h e Charter o f _Romney Marsh, Dover Chronicle
Office, 1854—W. P. Garner; the Twist of the Collar, Rev. L. E. A. Ehrmann,
1949—the author; Maidstone Men and their Times, Vol. 1, 1872, Vol. I I ,
1873, original MS. by J. Igglethrift ; A Yeoman of Kent, Ralph Arnold—
the author; the Ancient Glass of Canterbury Cathedral, Bernard Backhand
—J. H . Evans.
The only accession to the Society's collection is that o f a bone pin
or needle presented by the President. I t was found by the Rev. Hugh
.South, Vicar of New Romney, in 1907, when a cesspool was being dug
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at High House, on the north side of the High Street, New Romney, and
at a depth of about 7 feet, in sand.
Thanks to the good offices of Mr. R. F. Jessup, the objects from excavations carried out in 1844 and 1866 at the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Stovrting,
hitherto in the care of the Society of Antiquaries and of the Stowting
parochial council, have now been placed together on permanent loan with
the Society for exhibition at Maidstone Museum.
The following excursions took place during the year and the table
includes the numbers of members and visitors attending.
Date

Members

Visitors

15th April

36

16

Eltham, Greenwich
Blackheath,
Charlton . . . .

19th May

31

3

Darent Valley . .

24th June

71

17

Romney Mush . .

15th July

73

22

Hundred of Hoo . .

7th Oct.

70

20

Pkete
Sandwich . .

. .

Obviously the last three of the series were the most popular and this
may indicate a preference for meetings later in the year.
The visits to Richborough, to the excavations at Lullingstone and to
Cooling Castle were undoubtedly the outstanding features of what was
generally agreed a programme full of interest, and as the weather was,
on the whole, good, members were able to participate in the excursions
under pleasant conditions. A s usual the EIUCCOSS of the meetings was in
no small measure due to the efforts of the Local Secretaries, notably Miss
Anne Roper on Romney Marsh, and Mr. John Evans at Hoo, a t which
latter place the hospitality of the Medway Oil and Storage Company for
lunch must be recorded, as well as the arrangements made for tea by
Colonel and Mrs. Marsden, at Cooling Castle. H e r e the presence of the Chief
Inspector of Ancient Monuments, H.M. Ministry of Works (B. H . St. J .
O'Neil, F.S.A.), who described the Castle buildings, was a great privilege.
I t was possible to make a small profit on these excursions and the SUM of
£5 has been given to the General Fund of the Society.
A Conference on Elizabethan Kent was held in May, at the Y.M.C.A.
College for Adults, Kingsgate. T h e popularity of these week-end meetings
under Mr. F. W. Jessup's able direction suggests that they are likely to
be an annual feature of the Society's activities. Another will take place
18th-21st May, 1951, at which the subject to be considered will be Roman
Kent.
Affiliated Societies and Local Secretaries report as follows:
Keaton Field Club have continued the work of Hogg, O'Neil and Stevens
(ref. Arch. Cant., 1941) on the Earthworks and Hut Circles on Hayes Common, and the results to date may be summarized as follows:
xli

REPORT, 1950
1. Damage to earthworks caused b y the military occupation o f the
Common. T h e area between Beaton Road, Croydon Road and Commonside has suffered severely, but the remaining areas are intact.
2. T h e Dyke. T h e dyke was surveyed and 19 new but circles found
in the immediate vicinity were plotted on the Plan. T h e circles were
measured and their orientation noted. T h e largest was 22 ft. in diameter
and the smallest 6 ft., classified as follows: three over 20 ft., five 15 to
20 ft., ten 10 to 15 ft., one 6 ft.
3. H u t Circle B . H u t circle B was excavated a n d a treneh cut
across the ditch o f the dyke near the entrance o f the h u t circle t o
obtain dateable evidence for the dyke and the hut circle.
Both sites showed the same sequence: a layer o f turf and a black
burnt layer on top of a yellow loamy sand. T h i s rested on an old turf
line which sealed a layer of dark wily sand overlying a light yellow sand
with a bleached top which filled the lower part of the ditch on both sites.
Hut Circle. T h e dark soily sand represents t h e first occupation,
primary flint flakes were plentiful and a " foreign " stone a piece of quartz
was found. T h i s layer was sealed by an old turf line, concave in section
which showed the floor 12 ft. in diameter with the centre 6 in. lower than
the edges.
The second occupation was on the old turf line. A bowl-shaped hearth
2 ft. 6 in. in diameter and 1 ft. deep was filled with fine grey ash, red pebbles
and small sharp flakes. T h e bowl-shaped depression cut right through
the first occupation layer and was itself sealed by the two upper layers.
A third occupation of the site is represented b y a large bun-shaped
piece o f clay, 10 in. b y 5 in., striated orange and fawn and free from
impurities lying in a hole 12 in. by 10 in., with a very sharp flint flake
under the clay. T h e hole was filled up with a very fine soil. T h i s hole
cut through the yellow loamy sand and the old turf line into the top of the
first occupation layer and the clay and hole were sealed by a black layer
and the present turf.
The clay represents a later occupation o f the site after the yellow
loamy sand had covered the old t u r f line.
Ditch. A trench cut across the ditch of the dyke showed that the bank
of the dyke had slipped into the ditch, the bottom of which is 2 ft. 11 in.
below the present turf level. 1 0 in. of sand had accumulated in the ditch,
together with the bleach line which may represent vegetation before the
first occupation o f the site.
Conclusion. N o dateable objects were found and no date can he
suggested for the dyke or the hut circle. T h e flint flakes suggest an early
date and the absence of potsherds may point in the same direction.
4. Excavations at Keaton Church, June and September, 1950.
(1) Graves found under the foundation walls of east end of Chancel.
One skull identified by Sir Arthur Keith as Romano-British.
(2) Palaeolith found.
(3) Foundations o f .11 square building on south side o f the Nave
with lower walls 6 ft. thick were found, and this building is
believed to have been a tower.
5. Chance find o f a Roman coin i n Bromley identified as Con.stans
A.D. 337-350, rev. Gloria Exercitus.
E. V. PIEROY Fox.
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Canterbury Archasological Society:
During the years 1945-50 the numerous works undertaken round the
exterior o f the Cathedral need a n article o f some length t o describe
them in full. T h e following are merely headings for inclusion in these
notes. W o r k s i n relation to the re-laying o f the Precincts roads w i t h
tarmac involved n e w drainage a n d the frequent opening u p o f the
monastic drain to make the necessary connections. This drain dating from
the time of Prior Wibert, circa 1160, still takes practically all the storm
water from around the Precincts. A bronze spout was found i n the
trench near the east end of the Cathedral.
During the excavation of a new heating chamber on the north side of the
Green Court, the north side of the necessarium was seen below ground level.
A t the west end of the chamber an oak-lined well was discovered; this seemed
fairly certainly to date about A.D. 960, some two hundred years before
Prior Wibert's water system fed by springs in the Old Park. T h e main
trenches dug in the direction of the Cathedral crossed the wall lines o f
the second dormitory and the Norman Infirmary Cloisters, as shown in
Professor R. Willis's plan.
A number of trenches made within the Cathedral brought to light pieces
of Roman brick; in the eastern part of the Crypt some pieces of extremely
hard stone were encountered and the foundation raft which carries this
massive structure was seen in the western part.
The mains trenched on the west front of the Deanery brought to light
part of a glazed floor at the south end, and the base of a tower staircase
of the "New Lodging" at the north end.
A portion of the undercroft of the Great Dormitory has been cleared,
and it is expected that more may soon be exposed, as the bases of the walls
of the Campanile have already been. A stone base of ancient work was
found in front of No. 140, and a portion of the refectory undercroft has
been preserved and can be seen in the garden of No. 29.
In the rebuilding of the Burgate properties, the base of a wall, 4 ft.
thick, was found to run parallel with Burgate Street. T h i s had signs o f
buildings abutting upon i t , and from the t i l e -lined fireplace, splayed
jambs, etc., i t would appear t h a t this was the Priory wall. F u r t h e r
portions o f i t remain i n the cellars o f adjoining property. A section
showing i t s position, has been reconstructed i n the cellar o f the new
No. 17 Burgate. T w o Amphora handles were found in the excavations,
and the greater part of a Samian ware bowl.
Before closing this report the placing o f fragments o f the Saxon
Cross from Reculver in a case in the Cathedral Crypt, near the Reeulver
columns, should be mentioned. I n one instance the pieces from Reeulver
New Church have been joined with the piece rescued b y Canon G. NI.
Livett, B.A., F.S.A.
Cozar W. WAns..un, F . S . A . ( S e o t . ) .
The Royal Museum, Canterbury, reports for 1950:
1. D u r i n g commercial excavations a t No. 12 Station Road East,
Canterbury, on the site o f the Dane ,Tohn Roman cemetery, three late
4th-century graves were found which were dug into 1st to 2nd-century
domestic occupation deposits.
2. T h e sites of two new Jutish cemeteries at Bekesbourne are indicated
by finds made some years ago. These are a brooch and some beads from a
xliii
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grave on the Aerodrome, and two escutcheons and the base disc of a hanging
bowl from near the railway station, respectively.
A worn ace of Claudius was picked up by Mr. Hammond in November,
1950, on the surface in a plantation at Harts Hill, Upper Harbledown,
near Canterbury.
The plantation is bounded on the north by a wood, and the location
(Normal National Grid Reference 123583) lay some 20 to 30 yds. south,
and 10 to 20 yds. west of a point 136 ft. west along the edge of the wood
from the north-east corner of the plantation.
The coin appears to be of the type Mattingly and Sydenham Claudius
no. 67. O b . bare head with long neck facing left; rev seated figure facing
loft with arm outstretched and traces o f torch across lap, " C R E " o f
legend to left. W e i g h t 145-5 grains.
I t has been presented to the Royal Museum, Canterbury, b y Colonel
G. H . Mount, J.P.
Major Tomlinson sends the following notes for the Canterbury district.
Heppington. T h e summer-house built by the Rev. Brian Faussett has
now been dismantled and pulled down. I t s contents have been handed to
the City of Canterbury, with the following exceptions: t h e head of Ethelbort has gone back to Northbourne Court where Brian Faussett found it.
The other head from Northbourne, that o f St. Augustine, accompanied
the Saxon font when, some years ago, i t was restored to Kingston Church
and re-consecrated by Archbishop Lang.
Chislet. Believed to be the first Roman finds i n this village: w h i l s t
digging a grave in the south-east corner of the churchyard, a Roman burial
was found. M o s t of the vessels were whole and are on view in the church.
So also is a quern found recently by Mr. F. Spanton at Chislet Court Farm.
Chillenden. T h e owner has hopes of reconditioning and putting into
use Chillenden Windmill, a prominent land-mark about midway between
Goodnestone and Knowlton.
Fordwich. T h e Give-Ale Cottage, which had been pronounced unfit
for human habitation by George Beer & Rigden, the owners, has now been
bought and reconditioned by the Architect at the Canterbury College of
Art, and he is living there.
lkden. T h i s house, part of the Conyngham estate, having been burned
during occupation by the army has now been pulled down and the land
acquired by the Viscountess Hawarden, who thus becomes Lord o f the
Manor of Kingston.
Bifrons, also part o f the Conyngham estate, having been allowed t o
fall into a state of complete dilapidation since army occupation, has been
pulled down.
Mr. Cumberland reports for Dartford:
An important contribution to the history in the neighbourhood during
the past year has been the renovation of the Dartford Priory Manor House.
Since the purchase o f the freehold in 1927 this house remained empty,
and in recent years had been used as a pattern store.
The Directors of Messrs. 3. & E. Hall, Ltd., at the suggestion of Mr.
V. A. Patterson, considered the possibility of converting the premises into
offices for temporary use b y the L i f t Department. M r . F. 0 . EllistonErwood, F.S.A., was invited to visit the house in December, 1949, to give
general advice on the parts that should be preserved. T h i s led later
to representatives o f the Ancient Monuments branch o f the Ministry o f
xliv
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Works making an examination of the structure and on their recommendation a licence was obtained f o r making the suggested alterations. M r .
L. Beck prepared plans for the alterations which were subsequently approved
and he is to be congratulated on the efforts made to convert the structure
for modern requirements whilst preserving the ancient character o f the
building. A detailed account o f the work can be obtained from the
Dartford Antiquarian Society.
In Annals of Science, Vol. 6, no. 3, is an article by B. M. Donald, M.Sc.,
F.R.I.C.,11/1.1.C.E., on Burch:3rd Kral-doh (c. 1515-1578), miner and Queen's
Physician, which is concerned in part with an account o f " Frobisher's
Gold ", and its smelting at Dartford.
The Report from the Dover Excavation Committee for 1945-1950,
with particular reference to 1950 excavations, which were continued by
Mrs. L . Murray Threipland, assisted by the Dover College Archeological
Seeiety, is as follows:
Excavations have been carried out in Dover since 1945, but owing to
the restricted size of the individual bombed sites, a number of small areas
have been opened up rather than extensive clearances.
The trenches were dug near St. Mary's Church by Dr. Steer and the
.author in 1945 and 1946. They showed some Roman walling and, outside
it, to the east, a levelling up of Roman material on the slope down to the
River Dour.
In 1945 and 1946 an area was dug off Queen Street which exposed a
stretch of Roman road, running north and south, well metalled and divided
by chalk gutters into three carriageways. A set o f small rooms showed
along the east side of it with chalk blocks and clay floors. T h e building
of the road and the earliest occupation on this site seems to have started
fairly early in the 2nd century A.D., and the occupation and use of the road
eontinued until the beginning of the 3rd. 4 t h -century sherds occurred, but
-only in the early rnediaival debris.
Traces of what may be the same Roman road as that discovered off
Queen Street have been found again just north o f Snargate Street, i n
association again with chalk block walls, b y Mr. E . Field. T h i s is part icularly interesting as it has been assumed in the past that the southern
limit o f occupation i n Roman times was Queen Street.* I n this area
too, was discovered some early medireval masonry and part of a late 1 lthcentury wine pitcher, an import from Normandy.
Another area, excavated in 1950, was on the site o f the eastern end
of the Church of St. Martin-le-Grand, west o f the Market Square. T h i s
exposed parts of several rooms, perhaps the back of the fine building with
hypocausts and tessellated pavements found when digging cellars in 1881.
These rooms had walls built, and rebuilt, with coursed chalk blocks and
carefully ballasted floors, of clay, burnt clay or puddled chalk. T h e first
occupation lasted, again, from early in the 2nd century A.D. t o the end
of that century, and was followed b y a period o f dece,y or destruction
-when most o f the walls were ruined. I n the 3rd century the site was
re-occupied, a rough wall built, some old ones re-used and puddled chalk
floors made o n t o p o f the debris. T h i s occupation too deteriorated,
and a number of coins of the late 3rd century were found trampled in on
the top of the debris of this second occupation. T h e level above, although
containing 4th-century sherds, may well be the levelling up, with Roman
debris, o f the site before the building o f the Saxon Church. Traces o f
* of. Archo3ological Journal, vol. LXXXVI, second series, p. 47.
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what may be Saxon footings, as well as the massive Norman foundations
of St. Martin-le-Grand, have also been found on this site.
The evidence so far suggests that Dover was first occupied in the early
2nd century A.D ., and was perhaps then one o f the ports of the Classier
Brifannica. ( A number o f tiles marked w i t h the CL.BR stamp have
turned u p o n the excavations, but none, unfortunately, in a stratified
context.) I t continued apparently in occupation until the latter part o f
the same century. A f t e r that the picture is less clear; t h e ruin of the
previous buildings and the shoddy later period o f occupation, followed
again b y decay or destruction, suggested troubled times and the decay
of town life. T h e Saxon shore fort period which is so impressively revealed
at Riclaborough nearby has not yet been identified. N o walls of the 4th
century have been exposed, a n d t h e 4 t h -century sherds which have
appeared are i n medieval o r questionable levels. I t is probable t h a t
the occupation levels of that period have been destroyed and levelled by
medieval builders and the massive fortress walls, if any, may still be found
underlying the medieval defences, where i t is hoped to excavate in the
future.
LESLIE MIThatAY TICMIEMPLAND
Mr. 3. H. Evans reports:
St. James's Church, Grain. T h e defective buttresses at the north-east
and south-east comers have been rebuilt, and the exterior and interior of
the east wall repaired.
Gnghann. O u r Member, Mr. R. A. Baldwin, who is Secretary of the
Gillingham and Ra.inham Local History Group, points out that the site
of the old Gillingham Pound is still preserved near Gillingham Green,
and he also draws my attention to the possibility that the ruins o f an
Elizabeth= house may exist next to a Club house opposite the Gas Works
in Pier Road. T h i s latter point has yet to be decided.
Cooling Castle. D u r i n g 1949 the old i v y and undergrowth on and
around the walls and bastions was removed, and has revealed the very
serious state o f dilapidation o f the fabric. Members can confirm t h i s
desperate situation by viewing the portfolio o f photographs presented to
the Society by the Rochester Bridge Trust, and which is now in the Library.
i t is sincerely hoped. that some measures to arrest farther deterioration
will be taken promptly. O u r Members, Colonel and Mrs. Marsden, deserve
our grateful thanks for their self-imposed labour in clearing and improving
the Castle grounds.
Roo St. Mary. T h e newly-repaired and decorated Church was opened
by the Bishop of Rochester on October 3rd, 1950.
Mr. Elliston Erwood reports for the London District:
Two matters call for comment: one, the discovery of a considerable
number of books and papers in a box in the tower of Charlton Church, and
the other a further excavation of the last vestiges of the Charlton Earthworks. T h e former, made b y a member o f the Greenwich Antiquarian
Society, consists in the main of Vestry accounts, but they have not yet
been fully examined and catalogued, neither is their ultimate destination
known. A s may be expected, they are not in a very good condition. .
The second matter, the excavation of all that is left of a once extensive
earthwork, was a continuation of an excavation carried out as far back
as 1914, and is the subject of a note in Archceologia Canteiana, 1950.
The question o f the restoration o f various bombed churches i n this

REPORT, 1950
area is causing some apprehension, especially with reference to the parish
churches of Deptford and Plumstead, both dedicated to St. Nicholas.
Mx. Madden reports that the stone inscription to the memory of Lieut.Colonel Shadwell, shot by a deserter in 1799, and in the wall near the Bull
Hotel, Wrotham, has this year been removed because damaged. A n exact
copy of the original has been provided a t the instance of General Pope
of Farthingfleld, and placed in the same position.
Mrs. Desborough reports f o r Tunbridge Wells a lecture b y Group
Captain Knocker on Anglo-Saxon Thetford, and an outing to Lullingstone
Villa, but little change in membership.
In June she drew the Society's attention to the discovery at I3assett's
Farm, Pembury, o f three flint implements, lying together a foot from
the surface. These have now been handed over to the Tunbridge Wells
Museum by the Town Council, and are to be the subject of a separate note
by Mr. P. J. Tester in Arekeologia Cantiana.
The Council once again commends to the notice of members the Association of Friends of Kent Village Churches, the object of which is to unite
all who care for the village churches of Kent and desire to take some part
in stimulating interest in their history and maintaining their fabric. T h e r e
is a minimum annual subscription of one crown for individual members,
and payment can be made to the Hon. Treasurer (Mr. E. P. Capey, National
Provincial Bank, Maidstone).
The Council again urge members to send their subscriptions promptly
to the Collector, Mr. C. W. Hopper, 14 Nunnery Road, Canterbury, and to
continue their efforts t o introduce new members.
They would also bring to the notice of members the advantage accruing
to the Society from the contributions of members who have signed undertakings to continue payment of their subscriptions for a period o f seven
years, such undertakings automatically lapsing in the event of death.
The effect of this method of payment is that it enables the Society to
reclaim Income Ta x paid on a gross sum equivalent to the net amount
of the subscription, without adding anything to the amount paid by each
member concerned.
New undertakings may be entered into by members at any time on
forms obtainable from the Hon. General Secretary, and the Council trust
that many more members will decide to pay their subscriptions in this way.
By Order o f the Council,
R. H . D'ELBO1TX,
9th March, 1961.
H
o
n
.
General Secretary.
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REPORT FOR T H E Y E A R ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1951
The Council presents i t s Ninety-third Report, a n d Statement o f
Accounts, for 1951. ( T h e Statement of Accounts will be circulated with
the notice convening the Annual General Meeting.)
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETaTa
The Annual General Meeting was held at the Museum, Maidstone, on
the 25th April.
The President, after giving a brief survey o f the Society's activities
during the past twelve months, mentioned a meeting which had been
convened by the Lord Lieutenant to consider possible ways and means of
completing t h e Victoria History o f Kent, a n d referred t o t h e many
activities connected w i t h arolueology which were being undertaken b y
affiliated and other societies during the Festival Year.
The resignation o f Mr. R . H . D'Elboux f r o m t h e Hon. General
Secretaryship was received with regret. H e was warmly thanked for his
services in the past year and, on the nomination of the Council, Mr. F. W.
Jessup was appointed to summed him.
In view o f the rising costs o f paper and printing, especially i n
connexion with Araceologict Cantiarto, i t was resolved that the Annual
Subscription (which had remained a t 10s. since the foundation o f the
Society in 1857), should be raised to E1 for all members, except for those
who had already entered into seven-year covenants a t the lower rate,
during the operation of such covenants.
I n the afternoon, S i r Edward Harrison gave a most interesting
address o n f l i n t implements, a n d t h e w o r k o f his father, Benjamin
Harrison; a n exhibition of specimens was on view in the adjoining room.
This was followed b y an excellent lecture from M r. Hugh Braun,
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., on Castles i n Kent, illustrated by lantern slides and
drawings.
MEMBERSHIP
Forty-five new members were elected during the year, b u t owing to
losses through deaths and resignations there has been a slight decrease in
the total membership of the Society, which now numbers approximately
1,100. T h e Council sincerely hopes that all members will do their utmost
by interesting their friends in the Society's aims and objects to secure for
it the greatest possible support.
I t is with profound regret t h a t the Council has t o record amongst
the losses which the Society has sustained during the year the deaths
of Sir Thomas Colyer-Fergusson, Bart., F.S.A., the Rev. Canon Grevile
M. Livett, F.S.A., and the Rev. Canon S. W. Wheatley, F.S.A., each of
whom made, over a long period o f years, notable contributions t o the
work o f the Society and to the archzeology and history o f the County.
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Sir Thomas Colyer-Fergusson, Canon L i v e t t a n d t h e R e v. R . W .
Harrison Acworth, a former member of the Council who also died during
the year, had all been members of the Society continuously since 1889.
LIBRARY
The Society's sincere thanks are due to our member, Mr. J. W. Bridge,
F.S.A., for the admirable way in which he has reorganized and redecorated
the Society's rooms a t Maidstone Museum.
The Council is glad to report that Mr. A : Joyce, F.L.A., the recently
appointed Borough Librarian o f Maidstone, has agreed t o act as t h e
Society's Librarian.
The following additions, b y gift or purchase, were made during the
year t o the Library:
Dartford Churchwardens' Accounts: transcribed a n d presented b y
A. Cumberland. D r a k e ' s The Hundred of Blackheath: g i f t of Bernard E.
Jones. H a r r i s ' s History o f Kent: bequeathed b y the late Mrs. Laura
Lovett. Rogers' A History o f Gillingham: purchased. C a r r ' s A Spot
called &milord : purchased. T h e following books, etc., have been received
from the library of the late Sir Thomas CoIyer-Fergosson, Bart.: History
of the Walloon Church, Canterbury; Registers o f the Walloon Church,
Canterbury, parts 1 - 3 : Strestfeild's Topographica Cantiana, 8 vols. ;
Streatfeild's Excerpta Cantiana ; A n Account of a Memorial to the late
Rev. Thomas Dowdier, M.A. (1858) ; Duff's The Trees of Kent,' A Sermon
itpon Hospitality Preach'd at a late Visitation at Tunbridge in, Kent by H .
Cornwallis, 1708; A Short Memoir of David Ferguson, now residing i n
the Vile of Dunkirk . . . who has attained the Great Age of 123 Years (1817) ;
Baierna of ifleld (reprint from Dartford Antiquarian Society Transactions).
EXCURSIONS
A programme of excursions was arranged during the year, as follows:
Place

Date

Members

Visitors

21st April

66

5

Canterbury

26th May

59

16

Gillingham and
District . . . .

23rd June

31

6

Ashford a n d t h e
Stour Valley . .

16th July

56

17

Southwark . .

6th October

45

14

Maidstone . .

. .

These excursions, owing to the efforts of the Local Secretaries and the
guides and lecturers, were uniformly successful and generally appreciated.
Unfortunately, owing to the very great rise in printing and postal costs this
year's accounts show, for the &et time for many years, a small deficit.
From the 18th to the 20th May a week-end residential meeting was
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held a t the Y.M.C.A. College f o r Adults, Kingsgate, the subject being
Roman K e n t . T h e meeting w a s w e l l attended a n d i n every w a y
successful.
RECORDSBRANC71
Part I I I of Feet of Pines was published during the year, and will be
followed by a further part as soon as circumstances permit.
FESTIVAL YEAR CELEBRATION'S
The Council h a s received reports o f Festival Ye a r celebrations
throughout the County which have drawn attention t o Kent's unique
position i n archeology and history. I t was singularly fitting that, t o
commemorate the 400th anniversary o f the birth o f William Camden—
the "learned Master Camden "—a portrait o f h i m was unveiled a t
Chislehurst Library o n the 2nd May, 1951, b y S i r Gerald Wollaston,
K.C.B., K.C.V.O., himself a direct descendant o f an eighteenth century
Rector o f Chislehurst. T h e organization o f t h e quatercentenary
commemoration, which included an interesting exhibition, was undertaken
by our member, Mr. T. A. Bushell.
Notable exhibitions arranged during the year included the Caxton
exhibition a t Tenterden, the exhibition a t Canterbury o f treasures o f
Kent churches, and the Canterbury civic exhibition, which was in every
way worthy of the city's special position as a Festival Town.
EXCAVATIONS
Excavations a t Canterbury took place under M r. Sheppard Frere's
direction from the 3rd August until the 6th September, both inside and
outside the walls. A detailed report will appear i n due course. Meanwhile i t can be reported, very briefly, t h a t the Roman theatre i n St.
Margaret's Street is now known to be of two periods, that a thick late
Saxon occupation layer was found lying on a cobbled floor of considerable
area in a cellar in Canterbury Lane, that further evidence was obtained
of the Roman street plan, and that soundings made a t Lady Wootton's
Green seemed to disprove a tentative view that this was an area of Saxon
occupation.
At Dover excavations were carried out again for a fortnight on some
of the bombed areas near the centre o f the town, under the direction of
Mrs. Murray Threipland. T w o trenches were dug in Youden's Court to
check whether Roman defensive works underlay the medieval town wall.
The first trench showed nothing but the deep filling of the medieval ditch.
The other showed the wide medieval ditch cutting through successive
levels of Roman material, and some 13 feet down the foundations of a chalk
and rubble wall were found dug through the original t u r f and sealed by
a level containing late first and early second century A.D. material.
Another trench, dug in a bombed area below the Unitarian Church,
showed a thick layer of humus separating the medieval from the underlying Roman levels, and a level of pebble make-up, possibly a road, lying
on the original ground surface. A bronze ring-key and a coin of Domitian
were found in the occupation above this. Excavation is still continuing
on this site.
An extensive Jutish cemetery (78 graves have already been plotted)
has been exposed at the Buckland Hanging Estate, north of the town of
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Dover, since September. T h e site promises to be an important one, and
is being investigated by the Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments.
A t Lullingstone, where L t . -Col. Meates' excavations revealed t h e
foundations o f a Roman villa and mosaic pavement on land belonging
partly to the Kent County Council and partly to the Kemp Town Brewery
Company and Sir Oliver Hart -Dyke, the Company and Sir Oliver have
generously offered to dedicate to the County Council their portions of the
site so that the preservation of the villa may be assured.
LooAL SuoasTanros
The work o f the Local Secretaries has increased with the growth o f
the Society, and at a meeting of Local Secretaries held at the Museum,
Maidstone, in October i t was agreed that a reduction in the size of their
areas is desirable. A r e a s can be reduced in size only if more members are
willing to act as Local Secretaries. Members who are willing to do so are
asked t o get into touch with the Hon. General Secretary, and let him
know what area they would be prepared to cover.
PILESERVATION OF ANOLE.NT MONTSKENTS
The Council for British Archteology has published a useful pamphlet
on the Ancient Monuments Acts, indicating the part that members o f
local societies can play in securing the preservation of ancient monuments
by reporting at once any threat to an antiquity, whether scheduled under
the Acts or not. T h e Ministry of Works Correspondent for Kent, to whom
such reports should be sent, is Mr. L. R. A. Grove, F.S.A., The Museum,
Maidstone. W i t h o u t constant vigilance on the part o f interested local
people antiquities may be damaged or destroyed before the machinery
for operating the Acts can be set in motion.
Copies of the pamphlet may be obtained free of charge from the Council
for British Archteology, 74 Onslow Gardens, London, S.W.7.
FINANCE
A statement of Income and Expenditure for 1951 and a copy o f the
Balance Sheet at the 31st December, 1951, will be circulated with the
notice convening the Annual General Meeting for 1952.
The Council again urges members to send their subscriptions promptly
to the Collector, Mr. C. W. Hopper, 14 Nunnery Road, Canterbury.
The Council would also bring to the notice of members the advantage
accruing t o the Society from the contributions o f members who have
signed undertakings t o continue payment o f their subscriptions f o r a
period o f seven years, such undertakings automatically lapsing i n the
event o f death.
The effect of this method of payment is that i t enables the Society
to reclaim Income Tax paid on a gross sum equivalent to the net amount
of the subscription, without adding anything to the amount paid by each
member concerned.
New undertakings may be entered into b y members a t any time on
forms obtainable from the Hon. General Secretary, and the Council trusts
that many more members will decide t o pay their subscriptions i n this
way.
By Order o f the Council,
FRANK W. j E S S E ,
January, 1952.
Eton. General Secretary.
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