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REPORT FOR T H E Y E A R  ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1948
TEM Council present their ninetieth report together with the accounts for

1948. Dur ing  the past twelve months, 112 new members were elected and
by the end of the year, the total membership of  the Society reached the
figure of 1,001. T h e  Council would like to than.k sincerely all those who
have helped to bring about this satisfactory position, as they realize it must
be largely attributed to the efforts of  members to interest their friends in
the aims and objects of the Society.

At the same time, it is felt there are still many parts of the County where
i f  the activities of  the Society were better known, a further increase in
membership might be confidently expected, and i t  is trusted that every
endeavour will continue to be made in this direction as every additional
subscriber tends t o  strengthen the Society's position and promote i ts
interests.

I t  is with deep regret that the Council have to record the passing away at
an advanced age of the Rev. C. Eveleigh Woodruff, a Vice-President, and
for over seventy years a member of the Society. H i s  scholarly attainments
and his invaluable services to archeology are reflected in  his published
writings and in his many papers contributed to Archosologia Cantiana.

No less regretted is the death of Mr. G. C. Druce, for ten years Honorary
Secretary, and subsequently a Vice-President. H e  will long be remembered
for his wise counsel and a kindly personality which endeared him to all
those with whom he worked. T h e  year has also seen the resignation from
the Council of Canon R. U. Potts and Canon S. W. Wheatley, whose guid-
ance and advice will be much missed, and also of Dr. Armstrong Bowes, to
whose devoted services for a period of many years, a warm tribute is due.

New appointments will be noted to  the offices of  Honorary Editor,
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Librarian, and Curator and the Society is
indeed fortunate to have found such experienced and able persons prepared
to fill these posts. Several Honorary Local Secretaries have also resigned
and other members have kindly consented to undertake their duties.

The Annual General Meeting, held at Maidstone on 28th April, with the
President in  the Chair, was marked by a large attendance o f  members.
Attention was drawn to the urgent need for the re-organization o f  the
Society's Room, Library and other effects to be undertaken as soon as
circumstances permit, and also to the new arrangements proposed to ensure
the earlier appearance of  the annual volume. M r .  Elliston Erwood was
congratulated on his successful excursion arrangements and Mr.  F.  W.
Jessup on his organization of the well-attended week-end school on Saxon
Kent, held at Kingsgate.

The Report and Accounts for 1947 were received and adopted.
After the lunch interval, the Hon. V. Sackville West, C.H., J .P., F.R.S.L.,
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gave a lecture, illustrated by a fine series of  lantern slides, on the great
house of Knob, its history and owners, which was listened to with keen
interest and appreciation. A s  an introduction to the commemoration of the
landing o f  the Jutes in  Kent in A.D. 449.—fifteen hundred years ago—
Dr. Gordon Ward, F.S.A., gave a talk on " Hengest and Horse" and traced
the likely route o f  the invaders through the southern counties. B o t h
speakers were warmly thanked for their able addresses.

Gifts to the Library and Collections include the following:
Archives Herakliques Suisses—(containing) Les armoiries des reprdsen-

tants diplontatiques britanniques en Suisse de 1617 a 1947. Donor,  W.P.D.
Stebbing. T h e  Statutes of Wye College. Donor,  The Wye College Archceo-
logical Society. Roman Canterbury by Sheppard Frere. Donor,  W. P. D.
&ebbing. A  Plan of Paid of an Estate belonging to Robert Colebroolc, Esq.,
lying in the Parish of Ash—Survey'd and Map'd by Thomas Hogben in 1757.
Donor, Joseph Clad. C .  Stokes Collection o f  Brass Rubbings. Donor,
Mrs. Stokes. Greater English Church Screens by Arner  Valiance, Donor,
Mrs. Lucy A .  Valiance. Engraving o f  Remarkable Ash Tree, Saltwood,
Kent, drawn by H. Walter, 1813. Donor,  EdwardPyddoke. John Philipot,
M.P:, Somerset Herald, 1624-1645, b y  H.  Stanford London. O f fp r i n t
from Archowlogia Cantiana, LX. Donor,  the Author. Rudolph Gwalthers
Rein naeh England irn Jahr 1537, by Professor von Paul Boesch, the donor.
The Gcndclens of Canterbury, 1686-1947. Donor,  the Author, A. T. Goulden.
Roman Ways in the Weald. Donor,  the Author, Ivan D. Margery, Romances
of St. Mary Cray. Donor,  the Author, the Rev. Ray IT. Galen M S S .
on Stained and Painted Glass, with Descriptive booklets dealing mainly with
Kent, from papers of the late C. H .  Grinling. Dono r,  the Executors of
Mr. Grinling.

The Council have expressed to the donors the thanks of the Society for
these gifts.

The accounts again show an excess of expenditure over receipts, after
deleting the amount of Life Compositions which have to be invested under
the Rules. T h e  cost of the annual volume alone exceeds the aggregate of
the present subscriptions. I n  these circumstances the Council have
decided, reluctantly, that the question o f  raising the annual subscription
must now be faced, and proposals to that effect, designed to provide a
gradual but cumulative increase in the income of  the Society whilst pro-
tecting the interests of present individual members will be laid before the
General Meeting. T o  members whose payments will not be increased under
the proposals the Council make a special appeal for such further contribu-
tions, either annually or by lump sum donations, as they may individually
feel disposed to make having regard to their particular circumstances.

I t  is confidently expected that the new volume of Areliceologia Cantiana
will be in the hands of members at least several weeks earlier than in recent
years. I t  is likely to cost no less than its immediate predecessors, but
following upon an elaborate investigation b y  the Honorary Editor i n
consultation wi th  the Society's printers, i t  i s  hoped t o  effect certain
economies in future without diminution of the appearance and interest of
the volume.

The activities of the Records Branch continue along the lines reported
in previous years. I t  was not possible to undertake any publication during
the year, partly owing to the high costs of printing, paper and binding, but
the completion of Volume XV (Kent Peet of Pines) is in hand.

Mr. B .  W.  Swithinbank, who has generously undertaken to  help in
sorting and classifying war-time accumulations of papers in the Society's
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room at Maidstone Museum, and has already given valuable service, has
made the following report :

" I n  the Obituary Notice of Mr. Arthur Hussey (Arch. Cant., LIV, p. 75)
it was recorded that Mr. Hussey's MS. notes had been given by his Executor
to the Society.

This large mass o f  notes and extracts, drawn largely from registers
preserved at Canterbury, but also from many printed sources not available
in local libraries, has now been sorted and indexed, and is available for
students. T h e  Index, written in a small book which has been placed in the
Society's library, has been prepared mainly by(l)place-names, of which there
are more than three hundred—some places furnishing only a single note,
while for others the collections run into hundreds of pages. N o  attempt has
been made to index the many thousands of personal names, which occur
among the papers: b u t  the names o f  a  number o f  (2) families, the
pedigrees of which had engaged Mr. Hussey's attention, will be found in the
Index, as also certain (3) subjects on which there are notes general to the
County o f  Kent, e.g. Obantries, Non-jurors, Ship-money, Witchcraft.
These appear under the main head, Kent."

A long over-due reorganization and re-arrangement o f  the Society's
library and possessions, designed to make the Society's room both orderly
and comfortable for students and others is proceeding as rapidly as the
Curator's other duties allow.

The excursions held this year broke with the old tradition of one long
meeting in the summer. Instead, six meetings were proposed, of one day
each, preferably on a  Saturday. Ow ing  to varying causes, the petrol
shortage, the food situation and travelling difficulties, the year was perhaps
not a  good one for drawing any conclusion, and the experiment wil l  be
continued in 190.  T h e  meetings proposed were

Wednesday, 21st April—Gravesend, Cobbs...in and Nurstead.
Wednesday, 26th May—Faversham and Davington.
Friday, 26th June—Tonbridge and Penshurst.
Saturday, 24th July—Margate and Thanet.
Wednesday, 8th September—Sevenoaks and Ightham.
Saturday, 0th October—Charing district.

Of these, that for July, in the Thanet area, had to be cancelled for lank of
support, but the others, in spite of the fact that only in one case could
coaches be obtained for a Saturday, were reasonably well attended, with
numbers ranging roughly between 50 and 80. Though these figures are
well below pre-war attendance, they are far more manageable and i f  the
present policy to include, i f  possible, domestic buildings in occupation in
the programme, be continued, small parties are definitely desirable.

The Council regret that owing to heavy charges for printing, postage,
coaches, gratuities, admission fees, etc., i t  has been necessary to increase
the prices of tickets. T h e i r  aim is to cover the cost of the excursions but not
to make any substantial profit, and the accounts of  the 1948 excursions
show a credit balance of only a few pence for each member or visitor attend-
ing. T h e  thanks of the Society are again due to all those who so generously
opened their houses, addressed the parties, o r  i n  other ways rendered
valuable help a t  excursion meetings—including the excursion Secretary
and a number of Local Secretaries on whose shoulders a great deal of work
was placed.

Reports received from Local Secretaries, local Societies and others
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testify to general activity in archEeological work and the Council regret
that under present-day limitations of space drastic condensation of many
reports has been necessary.

An innovation was a week-end residential meeting, in March, 1948, at
the Y.M.C.A. College, Khigsgate, at which lectures were given on various
aspects of Saxon Kent by Messrs. H. E. Bailey, H. F.  Bing, F.R.Hist.S.,
F. C. Elliston Erwood, F.S.A., F. W. Jessup, F.S.A.; R. F. Jessup, F.S.A.
and Dr. Gordon Ward, F.S.A. A b o u t  sixty members attended the meeting
which was regarded so generally successful as to justify the holding of a
similar week-end meeting in 1949.

Mr. W. E. Bridge, of Basted Paper Mills, Borough Green, has drawn
attention to a discovery in 1931 that has not hitherto been recorded. I n
connection with excavations for main drainage, about four feet under the
surface of an ancient track-way adjoining the south end of the mill buildings
and crossing the Shod° Stream, a laid causeway was found made up of
limestone sets, some 9 in. by 9 in. and others 9 in. by 18 in., extending over a
distance of about 100 yds. T h e  causeway no doubt led down to a ford, and
the limestone was probably Kent rag, which is extensively quarried near
Basted. I n  the absence of further information the age of the laid track is a
matter of conjecture.

The Wye Historical Society, founded in 1947, has arranged for lectures
and discussions dealing with successive epochs in the life of Wye and its
neighbourhood. Steps have also been taken to restore the condition of
" the Old Book of Wye ", a noteworthy volume of Churchwarden's Accounts
extending from 1615 t i l l  1883. T h e  work of restoration is being done by
the Public Record Office. A n  analysis of the contents of this volume and
of other parochial records has been made and it is hoped to publish some of
the results.

The work o f  the  Ashford Archgeological Society has included an
exhibition, lectures, a  study circle, and excursions i n  East Kent. A
development that may be fruitful is the appointment of a sub-committee
to collect materials, including illustrations, for a history of .Ashford.

The Canterbury Excavation Committee has published a  preliminary
report by Mr. Sheppard Frere on work done in August and September,
1948. These excavations will be ful ly noticed in  Archceologia Cantiana.
An appeal for funds will be issued shortly.

The Canterbury Archeological Society report the discovery i n  the
Westboro marshes, Sturry (0.5. 6 in. Kent Sheet X_XXVI, S.W. ; L a t .
51° 18', Long. 10 8' E. approx.) of a riverside settlement of the third century
A.D., and of an early Iron Age pit dwelling at the summit of Bas Oak Hill.
Excavations in the garden of No. 1, Watling Street, have had the result of
linking up the line of the medieval City wall with that of the Roman defences
and so have an important bearing on the work of the Canterbury Excavation
Committee. A l l  these discoveries need to be described a t  considerably
greater length and a  fuller record is reserved for  a  future volume of
Archceologin Cantiana.

Mr. T. A. Bushell reports the result of his efforts in collaboration with
Miss B. James, of Ruxley, to preserve the remains of Ruxley Old Church
(Arch. Cant., LX, pp. 18-19), which was damaged by enemy action in 1944.
Owing to the lack of  adequate financial support i t  was not  possible to
restore the building, but  the local authority have made a  Preservation
Order under section 29 of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, which
will prevent demolition although i t  does not secure preservation in  the
positive sense.
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The Gravesend Society report the uncovering of an old wall, probably

of the twelfth or thirteenth century, in West Street, Gravesend. Fu r the r
information may be available later.

Mr. Sydney Wilson reports the restoration to the Faversham Corpora-
tion by the Hythe Town Council of the Common-Place Book of Faversham
(See A rch.Caira., XLVI I I ,  91-114). Th is  book had been out of the possession
of Faversham for, possibly, 150 years and its return from Hythe is much
appreciated locally.

Mr. john H. Evans reports as follows:
"During 1939, while digging a trench to take an oil pipeline, workmen

uncovered the remains of a pottery kiln in Grain marshes south of Wallend
Farm House. T h e  fragments recovered included th in k i ln bricks, and
potsherds representative of Roman and medieval work, the handle of a large
jug among them. T h e  National Grid indication for this site is 87457495,
and the level at which the kiln was found was between 3 and 4 feet 0.1)."

The main interest of this discovery lies in its indication of the extension
of the Medway Roman potteries to the Isle o f  Grain. T h e  mixture o f
Roman and medieval pottery is reminiscent of a similar association which
occurred on Burntwick Island which lies in  the river directly opposite
Grain (A.O., X.XVII,  lxx). T h e  neighbouring parishes of Stoke and All-
hallows have yielded Roman cremation groups (A.O., X X I ,  xlvi i  and I).

Mr.PhilipV.1Vlarellant reports that large-scale excavations at Dover were
not practicable during the past year. T r i a l  excavations at the corner of
York Street and Market Street failed to disclose (as had been hoped) traces
of the Saxon Shore Fort. T h e  site between Snargate Street and Adrian
Street, which had been opened in 1945, was further explored by Mr. E.
Field, and the finds included a section o f  tufa walling with a covering
plaster, which might well prove to be Roman as the pottery finds appeared
to be all of that era. I t  is understood that Mr. B. H. St. 3. O'Neil, Chief
Inspector of Ancient Monuments, considers that Mr. Field's discoveries may
revolutionize previous beliefs regarding the siting of the wall of the Roman
fort or town.

Mr. W.  P.  D. Stebbing states that work at  Stonar is sti l l  receiving
attention, that evidence of Roman occupation has been noted in the valley
of the Stour opposite Fordwich in dredging operations by Messrs. Robert
Brett, that another denehole has been exposed in the Hammill brickyard
and that finds of Belgic and later pottery recovered at Upper Wahner at
The Hermitage, also in 1886 at St. Mildred's and on the site of the parish
church when the foundations were dug, have been given to  the Deal
Corporation through the Vicar.

Mrs. V. Francesca Desborough has been active and highly successful in
obtaining new members in the Tunbridge Wells district and also in organiz-
ing a meeting of local members at Horsmonden at which Major Eric Clarke
lectured on "The Old Yeoman's Houses and Hall Houses of Kent ".

The Dartford District Antiquarian Society has carried through an
extensive programme of  lectures and outings ending with a special visit
to the newly-discovered site of a large Roman house at Farningham, an
account of which will be found in the new volume of Archceologia Cantiana.

The Kent Council of Social Service have published an eight-page leaflet
on "The Study of  Local History" at the modest price of 3d., post free.
Copies are obtainable f rom the  County Local History Committee, 1
Holmesdale Terrace, Folkestone.

A one-day school in Local History held in July at Maidstone attracted
some 200 students, this Society being well represented. Lectures on "Uses
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and Abuses o f  History"  (Mr.  R.  W.  Southern), " T h e  Development of
Kent Railways" (Mr. L. W. White), "The History of Kent Place-Names"
(Mr. F.  W. Jessup) and " H o w  to Manage a Local History Exhibition"
(Colonel E. W. Goldsworthy), together with an exhibition of books on Kent
history and a tour of the County Hall, under the guidance of the Archivist
of the Kent County Council, combined to make up a full programme.

Courses of lectures by Mr. R. F. Jessup on "Archeology and Arclueo-
logical Discoveries in Kent"  have been given at Sevenoaks and Tunbridge
Wells and were followed by stimulating discussions.

There exist in  many parishes small books, pamphlets and notes on
Kent churches, usually prepared and published locally. A  collection of
such writings covering the whole County, centrally housed, would be of
interest and value to students, and this Society would be glad to receive any
such papers as gifts from authors and others willing to help build up such a
collection.

The Council wish to compile a list of "  by-gones " still in existence in
Kent, especially such objects as village stocks and other " b y -genes "liable
to decay and destruction. Loca l  Secretaries are co-operating in the prepara-
tion of such a list, and any additional information with which members can
furnish the General Secretary will be welcome.

The Council again urge members to send their subscriptions promptly
to the Collector, Mr. C. W. Hopper, 14 Nunnery Road, Canterbury, and to
continue their efforts to introduce new members.

They would also bring to the notice of members the advantage accruing
to the society from the contributions of members who have signed under-
takings to continue payment of their subscriptions for a period of  seven
years, such undertakings automatically lapsing in the event of death.

The effect of this method of payment is that i t  enables the Society to
reclaim Income Tax paid on a gross sum equivalent to the net amount
of the subscription, without adding anything to the amount paid by each
member concerned.

New undertakings may be entered into by members at any time on
forms obtainable from the Hon. General Secretary, and the Council trust
that many more members will decide to pay their subscriptions in this way.

By Order of the Council,
EDWARD HARRISON,

15th March, 1949. Y o u .  General Secretary.
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