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A FIRST CENTURY URN-FIELD AT CHERITON, NEAR
FOLKESTONE

By P. J. TEsTirat and H. F.  BING, M.A., F.R.Hist.S.

ON the 23rd April, 1948, workmen engaged in digging a trench on
the site of a proposed extension to the Folkestone Borough Council
Housing Estate, unearthed a large quantity of pottery. T h e  discovery
was reported to Mr. D. H. B. Reynolds, M.A., M.Inst.C.E., Secretary
and Engineer of the Folkestone Waterworks Company. Thanks to the
initiative of this gentleman, most of the disturbed finds were collected
from the spoil of the workmen's trench and information of the discovery
communicated to the writers. Permission was immediately obtained
from the Borough Surveyor to conduct an emergency excavation of the
area adjoining the trench. Th i s  work proceeded at intervals diming
the following weeks and resulted in the disclosure of  a number o f
cremation burial groups of a Belgic and early Romano-British character,
comprising a small cemetery or urn-field of which the first discoveries
had clearly formed a part.

Subsequent examination of the sherds recovered from the trench
revealed that approximately twenty-five vessels were disturbed in this
area. During the ensuing excavation, nine undisturbed burial groups
were discovered in situ, the bases of the funerary vessels resting at an
average depth of two feet from the surface.1 Much of the pottery was
in a  broken condition and has needed considerable reconstruction.
Five bronze brooches were also recovered, but no coins or glassware
were forthcoming from the site.

The position of the site may be determined from 0.5. 6" Kent Sheet
LXXV, N.W., or from 0.5. 1" Sheet 173, National Grid Reference
193369. T h e  burials were irregularly spaced in an area situated in
the rounded angle formed at the junction of two newly constructed
roadways. Distances from the nearest thoroughfares, Horn Street and
the main Ashford to Folkestone road, are indicated on the accompany-
ing plan. P a r t  of  the site wil l  eventually be covered by a  paved
footway. U n t i l  recently the land. was a cultivated field and repeated
ploughing may account for the damaged condition of some of the vessels.
The site lies towards the foot of the dip-slope of the Lower Greensand,
close to the 200 ft. contour and about half a mile south of the Gault

NoTn o PLAA-ms T h e  surface level shown in photographs of Groups
III, IV, VI and VII does not indicate the original depth of the vessels from the
surface of the ground over the site. I n  these instances the level had been lowered
about a foot preparatory to laying the paved footway.
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outcrop. T h e  deteriorating effects of the Lower Greensand, in which
the buriaLs were made, account for the heavily corroded state of the
metal objects and the friable condition of much of the pottery.
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Plan of  the Cyst century Urn-field a t  Cheriton

The general character of the burial site is that of a Belgic urn-field
comparable wi th the earlier Kentish examples a t  Aylesford and
Swarling. F l i n t  flakes were found with the cremation burials a t
Aylesford, and these occur also at Cheriton, as noted below. T h e  iron
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FIRST CENTURY URN-FIELD AT CHERITON, NEAR FOLKESTONE
brooches found in the cinerary urns of Group I  and Group V I I  are
paralleled by a similar find a t  Swarling. F r o m  the dating o f  the
associated Samian pottery it is certain that some of the Cheriton burials
were made in Roman times, as late as the end. of the first century,
but on the other hand much o f  the coarse ware, particularly the
cordoned vessels, is entirely Belgic in character. I t  is now commonly
recognized that Belgic pottery forms survived into the period after
the Claudian conquest, so i t  is not certain that these Belgic vessels
are pre-Claudian in date. Nevertheless, the early character o f  the
vessels in some of the groups which are not associated with Samian
ware, together with the cylindrical, cordoned vessels recovered from the
trench, makes it possible that some of the burials are earlier than A.D.43.

At  two points in the excavation, patches of blackened sand with
flecks of charcoal were revealed at depths of between three to four feet
from the surface. Unfortunately, the Conditions under which the
excavation was carried out did not permit a thorough examination of
the extent and nature of these patches. T h e  northern patch, which
showed itself in the bottom of the workmen's trench, contained ox
bones, fragments of coarse pottery, and portions of a much corroded
iron knife blade. I t  is possible that this represents an occupation site
considerably earlier than the burials. Th i s  theory is supported by
the evidence of a neighbouring find, sixty yards north of the site under
consideration, consisting of a large hand-made vessel of coarse ware,
accompanied by other similar sherds, wood ash and animal bones at
a depth of three feet. Th i s  and certain other finds in the vicinity are
reported upon in a note at the end of this report. T h e  other patch
was of a different character, being over -a foot thick and containing
fragments of rusted iron. I t  might well mark the site of cremation
fires, though it would appear that if this were so, the cremations must
have been made in a pit or trench to account for the ashes occurring
below the level of the vessels in the associated burial groups.

DESCRIPTION OF THE Films
In the following account, the nine burial groups are described

individually, the Roman numerals indicating their respective positions
as shown on the plan, and the order in which they were uncovered.
The descriptions o f  individual vessels are numbered in accordance
with Figs. 1-5 illustrating the text. A l l  the finds have been placed
in the Folkestone Borough Museum.
01017P I .

This group was revealed in the south side of the trench. A  sharp,
unpatinated flake of flint rested on a level with the bases of the vessels
and a foot from the cinerary urn. Another similar flake occurred in
the soil, level with the top of this vessel.
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1, Cinerary urn, ht. 6.6 in., diameter 6.9 in. Gr i t t y,  dark-grey

ware with traces of black coating on inside of rim. Tw o  low cordons
around neck and a third around shoulder. T h i s  vessel contained
calcined bone fragments with pieces of a heavily corroded iron brooch.
A similar find, in association with a pedestal urn, was made at Swarling.

2. J a r,  ht. 4.3 in., diam. 3.7 in. Dark ,  gritty clay with traces
of black coating on rim. Decorated with irregular, incised chevron
ornament and with graffito on one side.

3. Smal l  jar, ht. 3.3 in., diam. 4 in. Gr i t t y,  black clay.

GROUP H.
Urn with no accompanying vessels. F l i n t  flake in soil near top

of vessel.
4. Cinerary urn, o f  carinated form, ht. 5.6 in., diam. 5.9 in.

Hard grey ware with traces of black coating. Contained small quantity
of burnt bones.

GR.OUF I I I .  (PLATE 1, a.)
5. Lower portion of cinerary urn of grey ware, diam. 6.7 in. Tw o

cordons about shoulder, separated by bands of incised ornament, and
four bands composed of short strokes around lower part of  body.
The um contained a quantity of burnt bone fragments.

6. Flagon of buff clay, ht.  approximately 7.5 in., diam. 6  in.
Two-ribbed handle.

7. Poppy-head beaker, ht. approximately 5  in., diam. 4.7 in.
Buff-grey ware, surface decorated with panels of black dots. Par t ly
reconstructed from many fragments.

8. Samian patera, Form 18/31, ht. 1.7 in., diam. 6.7 in. Illegible
potter's stamp at centre of bowl; glaze badly worn on inside. Probably
Domitian-Traj an , A.D. 80-110.

9. Sandan cup, Form 27, ht. 1.9 in., diam. 3.9 in. Glaze worn.
Probably Doraitian, circa A.D. 80-90.

GROUP IV.  (PLATE I,  b.)
Between the bases of the two vessels comprising this group, there

was a small heap of calcined bones, apparently laid directly in the soil
or originally enclosed in a bag. Tw o  bronze brooches of Swarling type,
described under separate heading, rested on top of these. Neither of
the associated vessels contained human remains.

10. Belgic type vessel, ht. 9 in., diam. 6 in. Three low cordons
around body; gritty, dark-grey ware.

H. Belgic type vessel, ht. 5.3 in., diam. 6.5 in. Smooth black
surface and pedestal base; incised, wavy lines about body and shallow
furrows above base. "  Arcaded " ornament around shoulder.
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FIG. 1. N o s .  1-3, Gtroup I  N o .  4, Group I I
Nos. 10 and 11, Group IV

CHERITON URN-FIELD

Nos. 5-9, Group I I I



FIRST CENTURY U R N -FIELD A T  CHERITON, NEAR FOLKESTONE

GROUP V.
12. Poppy-head beaker, ht. 6-4 in., diam. 5.2 in. ;  l ight  grey

ware. Used as cinerary urn and contained burnt bone fragments.
13. Smal l  beaker, ht. 3.4 in., diam. 3.6 ;  polished black-brown

surface.

GROUP VI. (P rams  11, a. and I I I ,  b.)
14. Cinerary urn, h t .  9  in.,  diam. 6 -7  in .  B lack  surface;

ornamented below cordon around shoulder with horizontal bands of
short strokes. T h e  surface is worn but the decoration does not appear
to extend beyond the limits shown in the drawing. T h i s  vessel con-
tained burnt bone fragments.

15. Samian patera, Form 18, ht. 1.6 in., diam. 6.5 in. Illegible
potter's stamp at centre of bowl; owner's mark scratched on base.
Probably Domitian-Trajan, A.D. 80-90.

16. Flagon o f  buff clay, with two-ribbed handle, ht .  6.3 in.,
diam. 4.7 in.

17. Beaker of reddish-grey ware, ht. 4 in., diam. 3-7 in.

GEour VII .  (PLATE 11, b.)
The base of the smaller vessel rested 3 in. above that of the larger.

A flint flake occurred in the soil above as indicated by lower peg in
photograph. T h e  peg above shows position o f  a heap o f  calcined
bone fragments. These were covered over to await investigation later,
but were unfortunately scattered by local treasure seekers before work
could be recommenced.

18. Cordoned vessel, o f  gritty, dark-grey ware, h t .  8 -6  in.,
diam. 6.6 in. Double incised lines about body and similar triple band
above base. Contained large fragments o f  calcined bone with two
heavily corroded iron objects placed at opposite points just inside the
mouth. These are almost certainly the remains of an iron brooch,
or possibly two brooches, similar to that found in the um of Group I.

19. Cordoned vessel of very friable, sandy-red clay, ht. 6.6 in.,
diam. 5.4 in. B e l o *  the upper cordon are four protuberances shaped
like half a pear. A  further ring of four occurs between the two lower
cordons.

GROUP VII I .  (PLATE I I I ,  a.)
From the disturbed condition in which the vessels comprising this

group were found, it seems likely that they were originally placed in a
small cist constructed of  wood or other perishable material, which
eventually collapsed. I t  is hardly possible that the rim of No. 20
could have become detached and removed entire so far from the base,
had the vessels been placed directly in the tightly-bedding Greensand.
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Flo. 3. Nos .  22-25, Group I X  Nos.  26-31, pottery recovered from trench spoil
CHERITON URN-FIELD



FIRST CENTURY U R N -FIELD AT  CHERrION, NEAR FOLKESTONE

No traces of such a cist were discernible but it is quite possible that in
a sandy soil a wooden structure would disappear entirely. T h e  base
of the um rested at 20 in. below the present surface, which is rather
too deep for the damage to have been done by ploughing. A  fl int
flake, indicated by a peg in the photograph, occurred 17 in. from the
base of the urn and on the same level.

20. Cinerary urn o f  grey ware with traces o f  black coating,
ht. 8.5 in., diam. 7-3 in. T h e  lower portion, containing calcined bone
fragments, rested on its base, -with the entire r im lying at a level
2 in. lower and 9 in. away.

21. Smal l  jar, ht. 3.1 in., cliam. 3.5 in. Crudely made of soft,
brown, sandy clay with deeply incised ornament above shoulder.
This jar lay on its side, 10 in. from the base of the associated urn.

Grour IX .
This group was found in a very disturbed and crushed condition.
22. Storage jar, used as an urn and containing burnt bone frag-

ments. T h e  upper part had collapsed into the interior. Composed
of soft, brown, "  waxy " clay with traces of black coating on inside of
rim. H t .  11 in., diana. 9 in.

23. J a r  with dark-grey surface and traces of applied dots similar
to No. 7, ht. 4.1 in., diam. 4.1 in.

24. Samian patera, Form 18/31, h t .  1 .9  in.,  diam. 7-1 in.
Illegible stamp a t  centre o f  bowl. Probably Trajan-Hadrian,
A.D. 100-110, but may be a little earlier.

25. Screw-neck flagon o f  orange-buff ware, wi th  three-ribbed
handle and biconical body, lat. 6.2 in., diam. 7-7 in. T h e  handle
and neck bad been broken in  antiquity and repaired with black,
bituminous adhesive.

POTTERY FROM TRENCH
Most of the finds described under this heading were disturbed at

the time o f  the initial discovery and i t  is therefore impossible to
associate the vessels in their respective groups. Several were recovered
almost entire, but the majority have been partly reconstructed from
fragments taken from the trench spoil. T h e  activity o f  souvenir
hunters accounts for the missing portions of many vessels.

26. Samian patent. F o r m  18/31, ht.  1 .6  in., diam. 6-8  in.
Illegible stamp a t  centre o f  bowl; glaze much worn. Probably
Domitian-Tz.ajan, circa A.D. 80-110.

27. &ma im bowl. Fo rm 36, ht .  1 .6  in., diem. 6.5 in. T h e
footstand is worn and no traces of the bevel are discernible. Probably
circa A.D. 100-120.
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Fro. 4. P o t t e r y  recovered from trench spoil
OHERITON URN-FIELD
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FIRST CENTURY URN-l iuhLD A T  CECERITON, NEAR FOLKESTONE

A fragment of the rim of another &MIMI vessel, Form 18/31, was
discovered. Th i s  is not illustrated but the rim is similar to that of
No. 24.

28. Cordoned vessel, base missing; o f  coarse, grey-brown ware.
Diameter 5.7 in. T h i s  vessel is a typical pre-Roman Belgic form,
as are the other cylindrical, cordoned vessels described below.

29. Cordoned vessel; base missing. Dixon. Sin. Decorated with
five flat cordons separated by shallow grooves; brown clay with smooth
surface.

30. Cordoned vessel of coarse grey ware, ht. 5.1 in., diam. 6.5 in.
31. Large cordoned vessel with hollow pedestal base, ht. 7-9 in.,

diam. 9.6 in.; smooth, black surface. Recovered entire with contents
of burnt bone and part of a bronze Swarling-type brooch, described
under separate heading.

32. Large cordoned vessel, ht. 9.7 in., diam. 7.8 in . ;  coarse,
dark-grey ware with remains of black coating on rim; incised, zig-zag
ornament, composed o f  broken lines, between two upper cordons.
Double and triple incised lines occur between lowest cordon and base.
This and the other butt-shaped vessels recovered from the site are
typically Belgic.

33. Cordoned vessel, of gritty, dark-grey ware, ht. 8.7 in., diam.
7 in.; three low cordons about body. Used as an urn and recovered
with contents of burnt bone. One side only of the urn remains but
i t  was originally ornamented with a  ring o f  four ( )  pear-shaped
protuberances below the upper cordon and again above the lowest
cordon. F i v e  incised lines form a  band between base and lowest
cordon. Tw o  holes have been drilled below the rim, probably for
suspension.

34. Pedestal-base vessel of Belgic type, closely resembling No. 11,
but smaller, ht. 4-3 in., diam. 5.5 in.

35. Screw-neck flask, of sandy, orange-red clay, ht. approximately
7 in., diam. 5.2 in.

36. Cordoned vessel, ht. 5.8 in., diam. 5 in. D a r k -grey, gritty
clay with remains of  black coating inside rim. Recovered almost
entire; no human remains in contents, so not used as cinerary urn.

37. Vessel of unusual form, partly reconstructed from fragments,
ht. 9-5 in., diam. 7.2 in. H o l l o w  pedestal base; hard yellow-buff
ware.

38. Vessel partly reconstructed from fragments, h t ,  8 .4  in.,
diam. 7-2 in. Grey-brown ware with traces of decoration similar to
No. 14.

39. Bow l  of gritty black clay, ht. 2.3 in., diam. 6.6 in. Traces
of black coating on outside. P a r t  of a heavily corroded, triangular
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FIRST CENTURY URN-FIELD AT CIIERITON, NEAR FOLKESTONE
iron object, probably remains of a spear-head or knife, was found
adhering to one side of this vessel.

40. Platter or shallow bowl o f  dark-grey clay, lat. 1-8 in.,
diam. 6-5 in. Such a vessel may have been used as a cover to one
of the urns.

41. R i m  and base of large storage jar of coarse grey ware ; cordon
around shoulder.

42. R i m  and shoulder of cordoned vessel of coarse, brown clay.
43. Upper part of shouldered, wide mouthed vessel of buff-grey

ware with traces of black coating. Diam. 6-3 in.
44. Poppy-head beaker, ht. 4  in., diam. 3-2 in. Grey-brown

ware with faint traces of ornament of raised studs, probably arranged
in panels similarly to No. 7.

45. R i m  and base which seem to belong to the same vessel
hard, grey ware.

46. Small flask of blue-grey ware with traces of black coating.
Recovered in perfect condition. H t .  4-4 in., diam. 3-7 in.

47. Associated rim and base of vessel of grey ware.
48. Conjectural reconstruction of several fragments of grey ware,

apparently belonging to the same vessel.
49 and 50. Lower portions of two grey ware vessels which appear

to have been of a type similar to No. 14.
BROOCHES

Fig. 6. No .  1. A n  incomplete and much corroded bronze brooch,
of the same general form as several examples from Swarling. I t  was
found resting among fragments of tightly packed calcined bone which
formed the contents of the large cordoned vessel, No. 31. T h e  brooch
rested near the top of the bones. Length 1.7 in.

Fig. 6. No .  2. A  very interesting small brooch of bronze. I t
probably had a hinged pin, which is missing; the tapering bow is
decorated with two triangles and four lozenges of dark blue and white
enamel, the bordering triangles, five on each side, reveal traces of
their original red enamel filling. O f  the small lateral knobs, seven
only remain, but there were seemingly eight of these on each side.
At the foot is a small stud for enamel, now empty, and high up on the
bow a similar stud derived from a functional stud which, in a prototype,
secured in position the head of a spiral spring. I n  this brooch the
spring and its attachment are not preserved, but from the hollowed
form of the rectangular cross-bar, it seems fairly certain to have been
hinged. The  base of a loop, cast as part of the brooch, remains;
commonly they were worn in pairs, joined at the loops by a fine chain.
The cross-bar is interesting for the two counter-sunk holes it bears.
These cannot be other than a reminiscence of the leading feature of
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the German "eye-brooch," a rare type in Britain and dated to the
early part of the first century, but this Cheriton brooch has typical
British enamel-work, and a British feature in its head. loop, and on
typological grounds it probably belongs to the early part of the second
century. Length 1.7 in. Th i s  brooch was recovered from the trench
spoil.

Fig. 6. N o .  3. Bronze brooch with high arched tapering bow on
an outside chord held by a hook which reaches the top of the bow.
Half of the spring is missing, as well as the pin and the greater part
of the open-work catch-plate. T h e  catch-plate and bow are decorated
with ring-and-dot pattern. Length 3-3 in. Th is  is clearly recognizable
as a brooch of La Tene I I I  type, which was common in Belgic times
in Kent. Th i s  example was also recovered from the trench spoil.

Fig. 6. No .  4. One  of a pair of bronze brooches found in associa-
tion with the two Belgic type vessels comprising Group IV, in circinn-
stances described under that heading. O n l y  one example is illustrated,
the other being identical in size and form, T h e y  are o f  Swarling
type, having arched bows, bevelled and tapering to the foot, which
is missing. T h e  springs are bilateral with external chords held by
small loops. They  accord in date with No. 3, Length of the more
perfect, 2.2 in.
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ADDITIONAL NOTE
In addition to the burials described above, certain other discoveries

have been made in the vicinity of the urn-field, details of which are
given hereunder:

Site B. Abou t  180 ft. north of the urn-field and on the east side
of the roadway, a large, hand-made vessel was discovered at the bottom
of a trench, 3 ft. from the surface, together with black ash, fragments
of similar coarse pottery and ox and sheep bones. T h e  large vessel
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1 2

8 4

n o .  6. Bronze Brooches from Cheriton Urn-field
(Ali 1/1)
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had collapsed but a partial restoration has been made from the frag-
ments. I t  originally stood 12.5 in. high upon a base 5 .5 in. in diameter,
the walls of the vessel being slightly incurved at the mouth which is
11 in. in diameter. T h e  lip is completely plain and =moulded, and
in general form and texture this vessel is very similar to much Iron
Age A pottery. W h a t  connection, if any, this find has with the burials
is uncertain, but it probably marks the position of a domestic site of an
earlier period and may be contemporary with the blackened patch
containing coarse pottery disclosed at a similar depth on the north side
of the urn-field.

Site C. Pottery, ox and horse bones and fragments of burnt clay
occurred in a concentration about 170-180 ft. east of the um-field and
on the south side of the roadway, just inside the kerb. Much of this
was imbedded in a thin layer of wood ash, 1 ft. to 1 ft. 6 in. below the
surface. T h e  general indications suggest that there was here a domestic
hearth probably connected with a timber dwelling, all trace of which
has vanished. T h e  irregularly shaped pieces of burnt clay are probably
fragments of baked daub, indicating the destruction of the building
by fire. There is a strong Belgic character about the pottery, much of
it being decorated with vertical combing. Tw o  vessels have holes
drilled through the base for use as colanders. A  tin Belgic coin, almost
identical with examples found i n  the Folkestone Villa,1 was also
recovered, b u t  th is  unfortunately disintegrated during cleaning.
Judging from the form and decoration of the pottery, which included
a splinter of Samian ware, this site is probably contemporary with the
urn-field.

Miscellaneous Finds. Sherds of  first century pottery have been
turned up by workmen at several points within a radius of 100 yards
of the urn-field, but in no case do these appear to be connected with
interments. I t  seems certain therefore, that there was a settlement
here in the early Romano-British period, i f  not earlier, most likely
occupied by the community which buried its dead in the urn-field.

The whole of this area is now covered with recently constructed
roads and houses.

1 See Roman Folhatone by S. E. Winbolt, Plate XVI ,  Nos. B.3 and B.4.
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