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2 9 0 RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT. 

ANCIENT WALLING OE ST. AUGUSTINE'S, 
CANTERBURY. 

We have received the following interesting communication from 
Dr. C. Cotton :— 

Accident has lately brought to my notice a short length of 
walling within the precincts of St. Augustine's Abbey at Canter-
bury, which may well be contemporary with the original foun-
dation of that monastery. 

The wall in question has at its western extremity the north-
eastern angle of the cemetery gate of the Abbey bonded into it. 
This gate formerly faced the Burgh gate of the city, with the 
Burgate way (now Church Street) lying between the two gates. 

In post-Dissolution times this wall served as a partition 
between the garden of the house* formed out of the cemetery 
gate and that part of the conventual buildings which in Tudor 
times was fitted up as a Eoyal Palace, and which after many 
vicissitudes became iu the last century the Missionary College of 
St. Augustine. 

On its southern side this wall for a length of 96 feet is built 
entirely of narrow red bricks, laid in even courses, the joints being 
filled with a very hard white mortar, the work being in all respects 
almost exactly similar to that found in the ruined church of 
St. Pancras, a little further to the east. The northern face of the 
wall, however, has been refaced—probably in Tudor times—with 
flint work mixed with ashlar stone taken from the monastic 
buildings, and it is to the fact that the southern side was only to 
be seen from the private garden of the Gatehouse before mentioned 
that the early masonry displayed here has hitherto escaped notice. 

The height of the wall from the ground level to the ridge of 

* The Gatehouse has been purchased recently by the College, and by the 
courtesy of the Rev. R. U. Potts, Sub-warden, I was permitted to inspect it 
and the garden, where I at once noticed the great antiquity of this piece 
Qf walling, 
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SAXON WALL AT ST. AUSTIN'S, FROM THE GARDEN 
NEAR THE CEMETERY GATE. 
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the coping is 8 ft. 6 in., and a hole sunk to discover its footing 
shewed that this was now 3 ft. 3 in. below the present surface of 
the ground. The level, however, of all this part of the monastic 
precinct has been raised many feet above the level of Longport 
Street, which bounds the garden to the south, owing to the fact 
that for centuries the ground here was used as a. cemetery for 
those parishes in the city which did not possess burial grounds 
attached to their churches. 

Leland says that even during the Eoman occupation this 
locality was used as a burial ground, since, in his Collectanea 
(Hearn's Edition, 1774, vol. iv., p. 9), he writes: "Near by the 
chapel of St. Pancras within the holy cemetery was discovered an 
urn, in which a heart was hidden. All this place, from both gates 
of the monastery of St. Augustine as far as the ditch which 
adjoins the walls of the city, was the area of a very old cemetery, 
which at this time is well covered with a great number of buildings. 
A short time ago was discovered here an urn, in which, from an 
inscription upon it, was hidden a body." 

It would appear that Leland here is quoting from Goscelin, 
who was present in Canterbury at the translation of the relics of 
St. Austin on 6th September 1091, of which he wrote an account. 
He also wrote a life of St. Austin, of Canterbury, taken, he tells 
us, from ancient records, hence he was doubtless familiar with the 
locality of the monastery ; at any rate, a Eoman burial ground 
outside the city gate would be quite in accordance with custom. 
Bede states that one of the foremost objects which iVugustine had 
in view when erecting the church of SS. Peter and Paul was that 
it should serve as a burial place for the kings of Kent and tho 
bishops of Canterbury. 

Ethelbert's charter gives as the southern boundary of tho 
monastery (as originally laid out by Augustine), " the Burgate 
way,"* and it seems likely that the road at one time led in a 
direct line from Burgate to St. Martin's Hill, and that at some 
subsequent date, in order to enlarge the monastic precincts, the 

_ * This charter purports to be dated 605. It is regarded by Mr. de Grey 
Birch as of doubtful authenticity. It was, however, produced at London 
before Archbishop Richard and others in the year 1181, and therefore may be 
quoted here with reference to the boundaries of the abbey at that date. The 
clause which hears on present purpose is the following : Cl This land is sur-
rounded by these bounds: on the east by the church of St. Martin ; on the south 
by the Burgate way; on the west and north by Drouting Street." Thus at this 
date we have the'Towngate of the city mentioned, and its street or way as 
hounding the south side of the abbey precinct, 
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road was diverted further south, so as to form a right angle on 
entering Longport. This diversion may have been carried out in 
the twelfth century, since we learn from Gervase that in 1185 
Archbishop Baldwin visited the monastery and consecrated two 
cemeteries there, though no mention is made of their exact position. 
There were cemeteries both for the religious and laity here from 
the time of St. Austin, and Baldwin may merely have been 
enlarging the existing burial grounds. 

Somner, writing in 1640, says : " By this gate (Burgate) lies 
the road between the city and Sandwich and the bordering parts, 
and that only by Longport at this day (1640), whereas in former 
time there was also a common foot-way lying through St. Augustine's 
churchyard, by the gate at either end, the one yet standing against 
St. Paul's Street, called Church Street, at the one end (The 
Cemetery Gate), and the other directly opposite to it, where a new 
gate was lately made (still there 1914) opening into St. Martin's 
Street. Besides tradition, which retains the memory of this 
common way, the wills of some of our townsmen buried in 
St. Augustine's said churchyard make mention of it by appointing 
and laying out their burial in the ' Cemetery of St. Augustine in 
the Highway ' and the like." And he goes on to mention a law 
suit between the monks and the citizens, concerning boundaries 
occasioned by the monks barring the way against the Mayor and 
citizens in the time of Henry VI. 

The case apparently went against the monks, since that part of 
the precinct on the south side adjoining to the public high road of 
Longport has always been within the jurisdiction of the city, while 
the rest of the Abbey precinct is within the jurisdiction of the 
justices of the county. 

The common way, however, through the churchyard was still a 
common way in Somner's time, and according to most topo-
graphical writers, was the earliest public road from Canterbury 
to Sandwich, and if so, the old wall bounding its northern side 
just through the cemetery gate may well be part of the wall 
enclosing the monastic property in St. Austin's own time. Its 
materials, its mode of construction, its height, the way the cemetery 
gate is built into the wall, and not the wall into the gate, and lastly 
its alignment with the north side of Burgate Street and Church 
Street, and the directness with which it trends to the road up 
St. Martin's Hill, all go to prove its extreme antiquity. I t is to 
be hoped that further excavations will be made in the hospital 
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grounds towards the east, with a view of ascertaining whether the 
foundations of this wall extend in the direction of St. Martiu's 
Street, since their existence would considerably strengthen the 
theory here put forward. 

I may mention that the wrall was seen by Sir William St. John 
Hope, who writes to me under date of December 14th, 1913, as 
follows: " Both the material and manner of building justify the 
claim for a very early date for the wall at St. Austin's, and I do not 
see why it should not be practically contemporary with the chapel of 
St. Pancras, which it seems to have enclosed. The eastern con-
tinuation of it might be sought in the hospital grounds." 

CHARLES COTTON. 
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