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HISTORY OF RESTORATION HOUSE, 
ROCHESTER. 

BY STEPHEN T. AVELING. 

RESTORATION HOUSE, or The Restoration House, is supposed 
to have heen huilt between the years 1580 and 1600. The 
ground-plan of the house forms a letter E, the two outer 
projections forming wings, and the centre projection the 
porch. 

I t is huilt of red brick, and has an oak roof covered with 
red tiles. Most of the window frames and mullions are of 
oak, but some are of moulded brick. The porch, and the 
walls on each side of the porch, appear to have been cased, 
with a brighter red brick, some fifty years after the erection 
of the building. Some elaborate string courses, mouldings, 
pilasters, and decoration in brickwork were then added. 

On entering the porch, the hall is on the right hand. At 
its farther end is the dais, raised about 6 inches above the 
level of the hall. Beyond this, in the southern wing, and at 
the back of the house is the drawing-room, panelled with 
oak, and having a handsome chimney-piece (A), which is 
illustrated on the opposite page. The armorial hearings of 
the Baynard family were inserted in the centre of the 
mantel, more than 150 years after the mantelpiece was 
erected. The west or front room in this wing has some 
tapestry which appears to have been made especially for it. 
The room above it contains a handsome chimney-piece (B). 

Considerable alterations were made in the centre of the 
house about 1660, when a large drawing-room or ballroom 
was formed over the hall. A new and wide staircase was also 
added then. In the northern, or left hand, wing, at the 
hack of the house, upstairs and at the end of the large room 
(the new staircase intervening) is the spacious room in 
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which, according to tradition, Charles I I . slept on the eve 
of the Restoration.* This room was panelled and decorated 
with hlack and gold, but a fire (luckily confined to this 
room) destroyed most of the panelling. The cornice, with 
the original hlack and gold decoration, remains; and there 
is a good chimney-piece of about the year 1700. I t is now 
used as a drawing-room. 

The original staircase adjoins or is near to the dais-end 
of the hall, and is a picturesque specimen of late Elizabethan 
work. 

In some of the passages there are double floors, or double 
ceilings; and between most of the floors and the ceilings 
below them, the space is filled with silver sand. Whether 
the sand was placed there to deaden sound, or to prevent the 
passage of rats and mice, is uncertain. As sound is readily 
conveyed from the extreme parts of the house, and as there 
is an absence of rats and mice, it is assumed that the latter 
suggestion is correct. 

OWNERS OE RESTORATION HOUSE. 

Nicholas Morgan of the Inner Temple, the first owner of 
whom there is any record, in 1607 conveyed the property to 
Henry Clerke of the Middle Temple and his wife Grace, 
daughter of George Morgan. 

Henry Clerke was descended from the Clerkes of Wil-
loughby. " Nor may I omit to take notice," says Dugdale, 
" that of this family was the famous Sir John Clerke in Hen. 
VIII.'s time (as constant tradition still affirmeth), who having 
taken the Duke of Longvile prisoner, at the battail of Spurs, 
was for that signal service rewarded by the King with an 
honourary addition to his Armes." 

The arms of Henry Clerke were Argent, on a bend gules, 
between three pellets (ogresses), as many swans proper. He 
represented the city of Rochester in Parliament from the 
18th to the 21st year of King James I., and in the 1st year 
of Charles I. He was succeeded by his son. , 

* Two iron tie-bars passing through the north wall of the house are formed 
into the initials of Sir Francis Clerke, F.O. They were inserted about this 
time. 
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Francis Clerke, afterwards Sir Francis Clerke, Kt., was 
M.P. for Rochester in the 13th and 32nd years of King 
Charles I I . The exact date at which he inherited this house 
is not known, but he appears to have had • possession in 
June 1652. 

In 1693* the executors of Francis Clerke (Sir John 
ffranklyn of Lincoln's Inn and Thos. Halsey of Gt. Gadsden) 
conveyed " all that capitall messuage or tenement wherein 
Sir ffrancis Clerke heretofore dwelt, and heretofore called 
White's, otherwise Crowlane, and now or late by the name 
of King Streete, or howsoever otherwise called, or whether 
called by any name or not, to Captain William Bockenham 
or Bokenham of the parish of S. Margaret next the Citty of 
Rochester in the County of Kent, Esq." 

In the Church of St. Margaret is a silver-gilt flagon 
which was " the gift of Wm Bokenham, Esq.," and 
bears his arms: 1 and 4 (for BOKENHAM), Or, a lion ram-
pant gules, on a bend azure three bezants; 2 and 3, a 
hand dexter. Crest: A demi-lion collared. 

Harry Bokenham, "one of the brothers and coheirs of 
William," was the next owner. He married Margaret 
(afterwards the wife of Thomas Johnson), and had an only 
daughter Anne. He died before the 15th of June 1719. 

Anne Bokenham seems to have married John Dumaresque 
of the parish of Saint Hillary, in the Island of Jersey, gen-
tleman. 

Henry May, Esq., Recorder of the city of Chichester 
(cousin of William and Henry Bokenham), who had some 
interest or share in the property, purchased it of Anne 
Dumaresque. 

Thomas Knight of Godmersham, in the county of Kent, 
and of Chawton, county Hants, was the next owner. His 
arms were: 1 and 4, Vert, a bend fusily, and in base a 
cinquefoil or (KNIGHT) ; 2, Or, two chevronels gules, on a 
chief of the field three cinquefoils; 3, Gules, a fess between 

* In 1693 some part of the property was sold to "John Wright, of the Citty 
of Eochester, Ohirurgeon," to whom passed the early title-deeds, he covenant-
ing to produce them to Bokenham or his heirs, etc. 

I understand that Sir. W. Ivatts of 8 Danes Inn, Strand, is about to print a 
Pedigree of the Bokenham family. 
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six billets or. On an escutcheon of pretence . . . . a chevron 
between three lions' jambes . . . . (AUSTEN). Attached to 
one of the title-deeds is Thomas Knight's seal, bearing these 
arms. 

Thomas Knight, jun., and his father, cut off the entail, 
in the year 1757; and, after holding the estate for thirty 
years, Mr. Knight sold it, in 1759, to Mr. Baynard. 

John Baynard, of the city of Rochester, Esquire, by his 
will, dated 10th of April 1788, bequeathed all his property 
in St. Margaret's, " together with the furniture, globes, and 
china, now in the great room of my dwelling-house there, 
unto my sister (Elizabeth Baynard, spinster) during her life; 
and then to the only daughter of the late Admiral Nicholas 
Haddock." This will was proved on the 20th of July 1792. 
The arms of Baynard are: Sable, a fesse between two chev-
rons or, 

Elizabeth Holworthy of Bury St. Edmund's, Suffolk, only 
surviving daughter of the late Admiral Haddock, in 1793, 
sold the property to her son Charles Holworthy, clerk, of 
Brampton, in the county of Huntingdon. 

1793. The Rev. Charles Holworthy held it from 1793 until 
1799. 

Walter Prentis, Mayor of the city of Rochester, purchased 
the house of Mr. Holworthy, 1 July 1799. The Prentis 
family, having held it nearly fifty years, sold it in 1847 to 
Richard Berridge. 

Stephen Thomas Aveling, the present owner, bought it of 
Richard Berridge in 1877. 

OCCUPIERS OR TENANTS OE RESTORATION HOUSE. 

In 1660 Richard or Robert Gibbons occupied the house; 
and Roger Pilcher had the garden. 

From. 1681 to 1693 David Jones, a physician, and William 
Belcher were the tenants of the house and garden respec-
tively. 

In 1719 the occupant was Mr. Baynard; probably John 
Baynard, who died April 27,1750, aged 71, and was buried 
in the chancel of Shorne Church. 
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After this period we find that the house was divided. 
The tenants in 1757 were Jane Baynard, widow, and 
Wilkes ; they likewise divided Pilcher's garden. This is the 
first notice of a division of the house. 

Before 1799 Mrs. Ann Balderson and Mr. Henry Weller 
had been the occupants ; but in 1799 they had been succeeded 
by Henry Weller and Mary Boldenton, widow. From 1800 
to 1825 Miss Sarah Maclean occupied the northern moiety. 
In 1825 Miss Mildred Maclean held it. From about 1850 to 
1877 it was occupied first by Mrs. Sturge, and after her by 
the Rev. G. Chambers. 

The southern moiety was occupied in 1834, by David 
Baxter Lewis. Since then, the tenants of that part have 
been, first Miss Barnes, and then Miss Jane Maclean, who 
now holds it. 

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN MB. J. BATNABD AND 
THOMAS KNIGHT, ESQ., OE GODMERSHAM. 

No. 1.—BATNAED TO KNIGHT. 

ROCHESTEE, 9 May, 1757. 
It has been said here lately that you have some intention of selling the 

House my mother lives in ; if you have, I hope, as she has been in it so many 
years, you will favour me, before other persons, with the terms you are inclined 
to part with it on, for I am willing to give a reasonable price for it. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

J. BAYNAED. 
THOMAS KNIGHT, Esq., at Godmersham, Kent. 

7 June, 1757. Waited on Mr. Knight in St. James Square and offered him 
seven hundred pounds for the House. 

No. 2.—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

SE'NOAKE, Sunday, 9th September, 1759. 
SIE,—Mr. Wilks gave me notice a few days ago that he should quit my 

house, next door to Mrs. Baynard, at Ladyday next, or sooner, if I can get a 
tenant to my mind. 

I have been applied to by a person who desires to hire it, and my carpenter 
at Eochester told me yesterday that two or three others had spoke to him about 
it, so that I have no doubt of having a tenant for i t ; but as I propose to sell the 
whole House, I once more make you an offer of it, that if you like to purchase 
it, you may make choice of your own tenant. The price I did set upon it was a 
thousand pounds, and I think your last offer to me was eight hundred pounds ; 
if you are still in the same mind and will give me eight hundred pounds for it 
now, I will take it, and it shall be convey'd to you when you please. I have 
lately been at some expense in building a new stack of chimneys at Mrs. 
Baynard's, and I am now building another new stack at Mr. Wilks's house, which 
I believe will be at least twenty pounds charge to me, and makes the purchase 
so muoh the cheaper than it would have been two years ago. 
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I am now on my road to my house at Chawton, near Alton, in Hampshire, 
where I stay till the middle of next week, and where I shall hope to receive your 
answer, that in my return to Kent, I may leave my orders at Eochester 
accordingly. 

Who am, Sir, 
Tour very humble Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 
To Mr. BAYNAED, at Mr. Hart's, at the Three Crowns, 

near Durham Yard, in the Strand, Westminster. 

No. 3.—BATNAED TO KNIGHT. 

THE STEAND, 13th September, 1759. 
SIE,—I received your favour of the 6th instant, and am much obliged for the 

offer you niake me in relation to the House my mother lives in; but the utmost 
I proposed to give for it, and which I mentioned upon going out of your 
house in St. James's Square two years ago, was seven hundred pounds. Since 
that time I have laid all my ready money out upon land, and the remainder of 
what I have being locked up in the funds, and the discount upon them at present 
much more considerable than at that time, I cannot think of giving more than 
seven hundred pounds now, tho' you repair the chimneys, the expense of which, 
I conclude, does not amount to so much as the increase of dist. upon ye funds. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

J. BATNAED. 
THOMAS KNIGHT, Esq., at Chawton, near Alton, Hampshire. 

No. 4—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, NEAE CANTEEBTJET, 
23rd September, 1759. 

SIE,—I am sorry I misrepresented to you the price you had offer'd to me for 
my house at Rochester, but as I then set it at one thousand pounds I remember'd 
you did not come up to the money, but I really thought you had offer'd me 
eight hundred pounds, tho' I now suppose I was mistaken. 

In your last, you say you oannot think of giving more than seven hundred 
pounds for it now, by which I understand you are willing to give that money, 
and as I am desirous of selling it now, I'll take your seven hundred pounds, tho' 
I might reasonably expeot to be paid the expense of building the two stacks of 
chimneys which are just finished. However, if you don't think with me as to 
this particular, you shall have the House, etc., for seven hundred pounds, the 
conveyances to be made at your expense, and the title to be made good at mine, 
which is the usual method. 

I desire the favour of your answer soon, as I defer letting it till I hear from 
you, tho' I have a tenant ready. 

Please to direot to Godmersham. 
I am, Sir, 

Your very humble Servant, 
THO. KNIGHT. 

To Mr. BATNAED, at Mr. Hart's, at the Three Crowns, 
near Durham Yard, in the Strand, Westminster. 

No. 5.—BATNAED TO KNIGHT. 

THE STEAND, 25th September, 1759. 
SIE,—According to the offer made me in yours of the 23rd instant, I agree 

to give you seven hundred pounds for your House at Rochester, provided the 
works about the two staoks of ohimneys are done at your expense. Having 
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been in Northamptonshire since my answer to yours of the 9th, I have neither 
sought after nor received any intelligence about the House, but shall go to 
Eochester on Saturday next, and should be much obliged to you if I could there 
meet with a line or two from you informing me what tenants have presented, 
the terms you or they may have offer'd each other, and what Mr. Wilkes's were, and 
whether there is any such thing as an account of particulars belonging to the 
House. I intend to return hither about Wednesday next, shall attend your 
pleasure about finishing the purchase, and am 

Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 

J . B . 
THO. KNIGHT, Esq., at Godmersham, near Canterbury. 

No. 6.—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, 28th September, 1759. 
SIE,—You have the House at Eochester at seven hundred pounds, and I will 

pay the bills for the chimneys and all repairs to this time. The rent Mr. Wilkes 
paid was fifteen pounds a year; I believe no account was taken of things 
belonging to the House, but Mr. Wilkes agreed to leave some paperhangings in 
one of the rooms. 

Mr. Wilkes told me Mr. Gordon desired to hire it, and Mr. Hickmot told me 
a purveyor of the dookyard spoke to him about it, and. I have had several letters 
from Mr. Lacy, a dancing-master at Maidstone, who seems very desirous of 
hiring i t ; but I have not treated with any one about it, waiting to know your 
resolution. 

I think it will be best for us to meet upon this ocoasion to settle our further 
proceedings, therefore if you'll come to the Eed Lion, at Ospringe, next Mon-
day morning at eleven o'clock, I'll meet you there, and Mr. Wilkes lives but 
half a mile from it. If you can't come there, write a line to me by the Rochester 
post-boy o' Sunday, to be left at the post-house at Canterbury o' Sunday evening. 

I am, Sir, 
Your humble Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 

I shall be much obliged to you if you will get Cable's bill and bring it with 
you. 

To Mr. BAYNAED, at Mrs. Baynard's, near the Vines 
in St. Margaret's, Rochester. 

No. 7.—KNIGHT TO BAYNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, 18th November, 1759. 
SIE,—I have sent the Title-deeds of my House at Eochester to London by Mr. 

Knowler, Eecorder of Canterbury, who goes to town to-morrow, and lodges in 
Essex Street, two or three doors below Devereux Court; if you'll please to call on 
him there he will deliver them to you. 

I think there is everything sufficient to make the Title very clear. I have 
sent only the Abstract of the Eecovery and Settlement, made by me and my son, 
because the great number of skins of parchment make the original very bulky. 
Mr. Knowler oan give assurance of the Abstract being agreeable to the Deed, 
and if any thing further should be wanting, you'll please to apply to him before 
he leaves the town, and you shall have all the further satisfaction I can give you 
as to the Title. 

Who am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 
Please to let me hear from you when your lawyer has examined the writings, 

whether he has satisfaction as to them from Mr. Knowler. 
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No. 8.—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, 10th December, 1759. 
SIE,—Mr. Knowler (on his return to Canterbury last week) acquainted me 

that your Attorney desires to have an abstract of the Deed of Bargain and Sale, 
21 April, 1757, and the Recovery suffer'd in pursuance thereof, and the fine 
levied by Jn. Dumaresque and his wife, and Tho. Johnson and wife, 1719, 
and the fine levied by myself and my son to Mr. Knowler and Mr. Sawbridge, and to 
know when and where Eliz. Smith died, and whether she left any issue. 

I here send you by the Ashford carrier the two Pines of Dumaresque, etc., 
and of myself and son, and an abstract (suoh as I can make, having no Attorney 
here) of the Deed of Bargain and Sale, 21st April, 1757, and thinking the 
Recovery of too much consequence to be trusted by a carrier, I have sent you an 
extract of the Estates contained in it, to shew that the house in St. Margaret's 
is included in i t ; but if your Attorney requires to have the Recovery sent up to 
him, I will send it by the first safe hand I can have the opportunity of, and I can 
certainly send it by Mr. Knowler when he comes to town next term. 

As to Mrs. Eliz. Smith, I know nothing of her but what I see in these 
Title-deeds; nor do I know where or of whom to enquire after her. I should 
think your mother may have heard something of her, if she was living since 
your father lived in that house. I can only say that I have never heard of 
such a person or of any of her ohildren, which, if she had been living, or 
left any issue, I should certainly have done in the thirty years I have had the 
estate, since Mr. Hen. May's death. 

If the matters I here send you are satisfactory as to the Title (which you'll 
please to let me know), your lawyer may prepare a draught of the Conveyance, 
and shew it before it is engrossed to Mr. Knowler when he comes to town next term. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 
No. 9.—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, 26th December, 1759. 
SIE,—It is above a fortnight since I sent to you, by a carrier, the writings 

which Mr. Knowler told me your lawyer required relating to the house at 
Rochester, and I desired you would let me know that you received them, and 
whether they were to your lawyer's satisfaction. Not having heard from you, I 
am apprehensive the carrier has been guilty of some negleot or mistake, therefore 
beg the favour of a line to know if they came to your hands. 

Mr. Knowler will be in town the middle of January, ready to settle the 
draught of the Conveyance, and Mr. Sawbridge will be in town soon after, ready 
to execute it with Mr. Knowler, whioh I hope will be suitable to you in point 
of time. 

Who am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 
To Mr. BAYNAED, at Mr. Hart's, at the Three Crowns, 

near Durham Yard, iu the Strand, Westminster. 

No. 10.—BATNAED TO KNIGHT. 

THE STEAND, 27th December, 1759. 
SIE,—The two Pines and Abstract which accompanied your letter of the 

10th instant I delivered to Mr. Davison as soon as they came to my hands; he 
now desires to be informed when and where Mary Brewer, half-sister to Henry 
May, and wife of Thos. Brewer, died, and whether she left any children. I am 
at present confined here with the piles, but as soon as I can go to Rochester, 
will learn from my mother what she knows in relation to Eliz. Smith. In the 
meantime Mr. Davison will go on with his part. 

I am, etc, 
J . B . 
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P.S.—Since I wrote the above I have received yours of the 26th, and tho' 
that of the 10th mentions nothing of a direct answer, I should have made one 
sooner, but I waited first for what Mr. Davison might have to say, and have 
since been much out of order. I will endeavour to see him to-morrow or next 
day and then write again. J. B. 

No. 11.—BATNAED TO KNIGHT. 

THE STEAND, 29th December, 1759. 
SIE,—Since my letter of the 27th, owning the receipt of yours of the 10th 

and 26th with the particulars which came in the former, T have seen Mr. 
Davison who will get a draught of the Conveyance ready for Mr. Knowler's perusal 
at the time you mention he will be in town. 

I am, etc., 
J. B. 

(The above letters were directed to THO. KNIGHT, Esq., at Godmersham, 
near Canterbury, Kent.) 

No. 12.—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, 31st December, 1759. 
SIE,—I have the favor of both yours. In answer to your enquiry about 

Mary Brewer's death, -etc., I can only say she died above 10 years ago, but I 
can't tell the particular year when she died nor the place where; she lived in 
town either in St. James's Place or Park Place, in St. James's Street, and in the 
oountry at Pashley, near Lamberherst, in Sussex, and she died at one of those 
houses, and I believe was buried at Tisherst, the parish where Pashley House is. 
She was a widow without children at the time of Mr. May's decease, and she 
continued so till her death. I know she left a will, and not knowing who was her 
heir-at-law, she gave her estate to Trustees for the use of such person as should 
prove himself to be her heir-at-law, by which it went to a barber who was her 
very distant relation, so that she certainly had no children. If Mr. Davison 
desires any further satisfaction as to this or any other matter relating to the 
Title, I am very desirous it should be made as clear as possible to you. 

I am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 
I am sorry you have been ill and hope this will find you quite recover'd. 

No. 13.—KNIGHT TO BATNAED. 

GODMEESHAM, 23rd January, 1760. 
SiE,—Mr. Knowler told me that he should set out for London yesterday, 

and I propose coming to town next Monday for two or three days, therefore, if 
your Attorney will carry the draught of the Conveyance to Mr. Knowler so that 
he may peruse it this week, then it may be engrossed immediately and may 
be exeouted whilst I am in town. 

Who am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 

THO. KNIGHT. 

_ I shall set out from hence o' Saturday, and if your lawyer would have me 
bring with me any other writings than those whioh you have received, I desire you 
will let me -know by to-morrow's post, that I may have your letter o' Priday 
night. 

To Mr. BATNAED, at Mr. Hart's, at the Three Crowns, 
near Durham Yard, in the Strand, Westminster. 
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NOTES PROBABLY WRITTEN ABOUT THE TIME OP BAYNARD 
AND KNIGHT. 

In 1693 William Bockenham of Eochester, Esq., purchased this house. 
Q. Whether he left any children, or how many brothers ? 
I t is supposed he left two brothers, viz., Eobt. Bockenham, who, in 1707, 

was commander of his Majesty's ship August, because in that year he makes his 
will and gives his estates in the parishes of Westwell, Little Chart, Hothfield, 
and Saint Margaret, Rochester, in trust for his sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Smith; for 
life, and then to her first and other sons, and in default of sons, to her daughters, 
and in default of daughters, then to his cousin Henry May. 

Q. When and where Elizabeth Smith died, and whether she left any 
ohildren ? 

Knight's Letter, 10th December, 1759. No. 8. 
Wm. Bockenham had another brother called Harry, who had a daughter 

Ann, who, in 1719, was the wife of John Dumaresque, because in that year 
Dumaresque and his wife sold and conveyed their moiety of the house to Henry 
May. 

Henry May had a half-sister called Mary Brewer, wife of Thomas Brewer. 
Q. When and where she died, and whether she left any children ? 
Vide Mr. Knight's Letter, 31st December, 1759. 

(The above is in a handwriting not unlike Mr. Baynard's. The two references 
to Mr. Knight's letters are much more recent. S. T. A.) 


	KAS front page.pdf
	Blank Page


