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ON SOME WROUGHT FLINTS FOUND AT 
WEST WICKHAM IN KENT. 

BY GEQRGE CLINCH. 

IN the year 1863 a small piece of wood-land, con-
taining a little oyer two acres, was grubbed up at 
West Wickham in Kent. This land was subsequently 
planted with fruit-trees, but it still bears its old 
name of " Moll Costen."* In the autumn of 1878 
my attention was directed to it in consequence of 
finding a neatly worked flint spear-head. Stimu-
lated by this discovery, I have made a careful ex-
amination of the ground, both in Moll Costen and 
also in the adjoining fields. My search has been 
rewarded by the discovery of about three hundred 
worked flints of various kinds, and apparently designed 
for various uses. Many of these flints bear evidence 
to a great deal of labour having been bestowed on 
them in order to render them of a convenient size 
and shape for the purposes to which they were de-
signed. 

Two polished celts of rather curious shapes were 

* There was a traditional belief among the people of West Wick-
ham and Foxhill, Keston, that a certain Moll Costen many years 
ago committed suicide by banging upon one of tbe trees in this little 
wood. This tradition seems to have died out during tbe last few 
years, but it was well known at about the time when the wood was 
grubbed.—G. C. 
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found; one, made of black flint, 2J inches long (Eig. 
1), has apparently been chipped into form, and after-
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wards carefully rubbed down to an edge 1^ inch long, 
and -^ inch thick. The outline of this edge is the 
segment of a circle, the radius of which is I f inch. 
This celt weighs nearly 2 ozs., and it is evident that 
it was originally hafted into a horn or wooden socket. 
The other celt (Eig. 2) measures 3 | inches, and was 

FIG." 2. 

probably rubbed down to a point, which would make 
the origmal length about 4 | or 5 inches. This point 
has unfortunately been broken off, but much of the 
smoothed surface remains. This celt is formed of 
tough grey flint, and weighs nearly half a pound. I 
have also found three arrow-heads, two of which are 
nearly perfect specimens of the leaf-shaped type, 
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originally measuring 3 inches (Eig. 3) and 2 | inches 
respectively, and also the lower part of what once 

FIG. 3. 

was a very delicately wrought example of the acutely-
tapering variety. The last-mentioned and one of 
the former arrow-heads are of black flint, the other of 
yellowish-grey flint. 

The spear-head (Eig. 4), already mentioned, 
FIG. 4. 

W" 

measures in its present condition 8J inches, but it has 
been broken at both ends, and probably measured at 
least 5 inches in its complete state. The workman-
ship is very good, and the surface has been made 



8 8 ON SOME WROUGHT FLINTS FOUND AT 

remarkably even and uniform. Another flint of con-
siderable interest I had the good fortune to find in 
1879. This is an example of a class of flints termed 
"ovoid-flints." My specimen (Eig. 5) is 3 inches 

FIG. 5. 

long and 2 inches wide, and is chipped to a thin and 
tolerably regular edge all round. I t is worked into 
an oviform shape on both sides with a considerable 
amount of care. 

Upwards of thirty specimens of " thumb-flint/' or 
"scrapers," have from time to time been picked up. 
They are of various sizes from 1 inch to 2 inches across, 
and are of as many shapes and varieties of workman-
ship. Most of them have been greatly damaged by 
the plough-share and the spade, but others, from their 
appearance, do not seem to have been broken recently, 
but indicate that they were worn out and thrown away 
as useless by the men who made or used them. 

The purposes for which they were used may have 
been such as to render them useless after a short time; 
such, for instance, as the fashioning of wooden bowls 
or plates, or the making of articles of horn, bone, jet, 
or even the softer kinds of stone. They were probably 
used for several other purposes, such as scraping skins 
which were undergoing the process of tanning, and 
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also for scraping or reducing to pulp such roots or 
vegetables as were of any service for food, etc., and 
even for assisting, when such instruments as our 
modern knives and forks were yet unknown, in the 
services of the feast. 

The class of worked flints usually known as 
" flakes " is well represented among the implements 
of West Wickham. Many of them have been wrought 
with great care, one or two specimens in particular, 
which, formed of black flint and beautifully glazed by 
age, present a very similar appearance to implements 
of obsidian. 

I have several " cores " of precisely the same kind 
of flint as the flakes which have been struck from 
them. Besides these, a multitude of other flints have 
been found of less importance, yet all bearing evidence 
of having been "worked." There is good reason to 
think that some of them are flakes spoiled in the 
making, but others which have semicircular indenta-
tions chipped out of the edge were probably used for 
scraping bone needles, arrow-shafts, fishhooks, etc., 
and others are occasionally found which have been 
chipped to a point, and which would make really good 
substitutes for awls or drills of metal. I have also 
found a quantity of chips of flint, which, from their 
shape and size, might easily have done service as 
minute arrow-heads. 

The following facts deserve to be duly considered 
before passing any judgment upon these remains at 
West Wickham:— 

1. All the worked flints were found in groups of 
from ten to twelve within a radius of about 5 feet. 
May not these spots be the sites of former huts or 
habitations, all other traces of which have perished ? 
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2. I have found a few small fragments of rude 
partially baked pottery, which in texture and colour 
exactly resemble Celtic ware. 

3. A quantity of pebbles thoroughly reddened by 
fire are scattered about on the surface of the ground, 
and, strange to say, the other stones (with few excep-
tions) bear no marks of fire or heat whatever. 

In these facts I think we have evidence which, 
though not conclusive, renders it at least very pro-
bable that domestic habitations at some time existed 
here. The proportion of "scrapers" (which were 
distinctly domestic implements) is too great to allow 
us to think that this was merely a hunting-ground, 
and this fact, together with the occurrence of burnt 
pebbles (probably used for heating water in wooden 
vessels) and pottery, certainly favours the idea that 
this was the site of a village or collection of dwellings 
of some sort. 

I have found worked flints not only in West 
Wickham, but also in the parishes of Hayes and 
Keston, which, together with the supposed British 
pit-dwellings on Hayes Common, seem to render it 
extremely probable that this settlement may have had 
some connection with the British Oppidum in Holwood 
Park, Keston. The discovery of these worked flints 
is of considerable interest to the antiquary, as West 
Kent has not hitherto yielded many relics of this kind. 

The upper chalk is found, not far below the 
surface, at Moll Costen; and outcrops of chalk occur 
within a quarter of a mile. 
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