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( Ixxxvi ) 

MEMOIR OF JOHN PHILIPOT, THE HERALD. 

RY "W. A. SCOTT ROBERTSON. 

PHILIPOT was born at Folkestone in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
but we cannot discover the exact year of his birth. The baptismal 
registers of the parish do not assist us, for the earliest now in existence 
commences with the year 1635. His father, Henry Philpot, possessed 
considerable property in Folkestone, of which town he had been Mayor. 
He was lessee of the rectorial tithes, and was buried in the parish 
church in 1603. From his will, dated in 1602, we learn that his 
son John was then a boy at school; he was probably born between 
1587 and 1592. His mother, Judith Philpot, was a daughter and 
coheir of David Leigh, servant to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
She and the executors of Henry Philpot's will were directed to keep 
the lad at school, and to pay for his education out of the annual pro-
ceeds of eighteen acres of land in Romney Marsh, which the testator 
had purchased from Robert Gaunt. When his education was .completed, 
he was to be apprenticed to an honest man of such trade as the execu-
tors thought most fit.* Upon attaining his majority, he was to receive a 
sum of money equivalent to five years' profits of the said eighteen acres 
of marsh land. So long as his mother Judith lived, the sum of £10 
per annum was to be paid to him, but upon her decease the houses and 
lands in Folkestone which had been bequeathed to her were to pass to 
her son, John Philipot. To his eldest brother, Thomas, f was left a 
house in which he lived, and leases of the rectorial tithes and parsonages 
of Coldred$ and Folkestone. The will mentions two other brothers 
of John Philipot, named David and Henry, and one sister, Elizabeth. 

We may here remark upon the signature adopted by our herald. 
His father's name was Philpot, but for some reason which he has not 
left upon record, John Philipot insisted upon inserting an " i " between 

* In the license for his marriage, dated 24 Dec. 1612, he is styled citizen and 
woollen draper of London. 

f This Thomas Philpot is (like his father) described as of Shepherdswold as 
well as of Folkestone. He was a captain, and married Elizabeth daughter and 
sole heir of Thomas Long, of Allhallows in Canterbury; by whom he had an 
only daughter and heir, Judith, who married Gabriel Marsh, captain of one of 
the King's ships, and had issue living in 1634. 

i Coldred adjoins Shepherdswold or Sibertswold, and the Vicarages are con-
solidated, 
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the " 1 " and " p , " thus turning the name into Philipot. Perhaps he 
purposely revived an old form of the name, which occurs repeatedly in 
the municipal records of Hythe during the 15th century, as " Philipot." 
This peculiarity of signature is useful as distinguishing him from many 
other John Philpots, who lived at the same period. Especially useful 
has it been to me, in proving that he was not that John Philpot who 
was a barrister of Gray's Inn, and Mayor of Faversham, in 1616. 
As Lord Zouch, the Warden of the Cinque Ports, was an active 
friend of both, it is probable that these two Johns were nearly related. 
The earliest work of the herald, that I have been able to trace, is a 
MS. pedigree of the descendants of Sir John Philipot, Lord Mayor 
of London in 1378. His son is therein called " Lord of Philipot Lane, 
in the right of his ancestors," and his representative in the year 1615, 
when the pedigree was drawn out, was Sir John Philipot of Thruxton, 
seventh in descent from the Lord Mayor. Our hero is believed to have 
traced his own descent from this civic dignitary. 

At the end of the year 1612, John Philipot was married to Susan, 
only daughter and heir of William Glover, one of the gentlemen 
ushers daily waiters in the court of James I. Her mother was daughter 
of Henry Harlackenden, and her father's brother was Robert Glover, 
the genealogist, who was Somerset Herald. She survived her husband, 
and lies buried, together with her eldest daughter Susan, in the chancel 
of Eltham Church. 

The date of Philipot's first appointment, as Blanch Lion Pursuivant 
Extraordinary, cannot be ascertained, but upon the 13th November, 
1618, he was appointed Rouge Dragon,* one of the four actual pur-
suivants. From a list of the salaries of such officers, extant in Queen 
Elizabeth's Annual Expense Book,f we find that in the year 1584 
Rouge Dragon's salary was £10 per annum. This was probably the 
fixed value of the office when Philipot held it. Later, in the year 
1700, the salary had risen to £20, but at all times the principal 
income of the pursuivants and heralds must have been derived from 
fees. 

By this office he was brought into close connection with William 
Camden, the antiquary and historian, for whom he entertained profound 
respect and esteem. After Camden's death, some of the manuscripts 
which he had left unpublished were edited by Philipot, as " Remains 
concerning Britain." 

In 1619 he made a "Visitation of Kent," and upon the title-page 

* Grant Book, p. 250. Jas. I. State Paper Office, 
f Peck's Desiderata Curiosa, p. 62. 

^ 2 
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of the MS. he styles himself " Rouge Dragon, Deputy and Assistant 
to W m Camden, Clarenceux King of Arms." This ' Visitation of 
Kent' has never been published. Dr. Howard has printed a large 
portion of it (with copious notes and additions) in '.Archseologia 
Cantiana,' and we hope that he will eventually complete his valuable 
edition of the MS. 

During that year, 1619, Queen Anne, the consort of James I., was 
buried in Westminster Abbey. At the funeral ceremony, which took 
place in Henry VII.'s chapel, Philipot was in attendance, officiating 
as Rouge Dragon Pursuivant.* 

Two years later, in June, 1621, he assisted at the very remarkable 
ceremony of the degradation from knighthood of Sir Francis Micbell,f 
an old Justice. Sir Francis had but very recently been knighted. The 
cause of degradation was his grievous exactions from public innkeepers 
and sellers of beer. For these exactions the House of Commons 
caused Sir Francis Michell to be sent to the Tower, through the city of 
London, with great disgrace, at the end of January, 1621. On the 
5th of May he was brought to trial, and sentenced to be degraded from 
knighthood; but the sentence was to be without prejudice to his wife 
and children. He was likewise fined £1,000, and to be confined in 
Finsbury Prison during the King's pleasure. Upon the day of his 
degradation he was brought by the Sheriffs of London to Westminster 
Hall about three o'clock in the afternoon. There sat the Commissioners 
for the office of Earl Marshal, and before them Philipot read the sentence 
of Parliament against Sir Francis Michell. Then commenced the 
formal ceremony of degradation. The knight's spurs were hacked off, 
and being broken in pieces by servants of the Earl Marshal, were 
thrown away; the silver sword was taken from his side, broken over 
the unfortunate knight's head, and likewise thrown away. Finally, 
he was pronounced to be no longer a knight, but a knave. Thus ended 
this most singular and, fortunately, unusual ceremony, and Francis 
Michell, no longer a knight, was led away to his cell in Finsbury 
Prison. 

In the year 1622 a remarkable action was brought against Philipotf 
in the Court of Common Pleas, by Ralph Brooke, York Herald. Brooke 
sued Rouge Dragon for his share of the fees given to the heralds 
and pursuivants, on two great occasions of State ceremonial. One was 
the First Tilt or Tournament of the Prince of Wales, James I.'s eldest 
son, who soon afterwards died, during the lifetime of his father. Of 

* Nichols, Progresses, Jas. I., iii, 539, 
f Nichols, Prog., Jas. I., iii. 666-7. 
| State Papers, Dom., Jas. I., vol. cxxx., No, 129. 
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this first tilt wc have no particulars, but we know that Prince Henry 
was passionately fond of these entertainments, and that during the last 
years of his life they increased in number greatly. The other State 
ceremonial, for which York Herald claimed a share of the fees, was the 
funeral of the Queen Consort, of which we have already spoken. 

In 1622 the Visitation of Hampshire, and in the following year, 
1623, the Visitations of Berkshire and Gloucestershire were completed 
by Philipot as Deputy of Camden, Clarenceux King of Arms. In the 
last two named he was assisted by Henry Chitting, Chester Herald. 
A copy of the visitation of Berks is preserved in the British Museum, 
in Additional MSS., No. 1532. 

It would seem that our Folkestone worthy was by no means satis-
fied with heraldic work, and the duties of his office as Rouge Dragon. 
His brother Thomas, who resided at Folkestone, and was mayor of the 
town, had written to Lord Zouch, Warden of the Five Ports, saying 
that the Bailiff of Sandwich, Mr. Mills, was willing to surrender that 
office to John Philipot.* It seemed, however, that the reversion of 
this post had already been promised to one Edward Kelk! The Mayor 
of Folkestone, Thomas Philpot, suggested that Kelk might be bought 
out of his reversionary right, and he wrote to Lord Zouch, begging his 
lordship to use his influence in obtaining permission for Kelk to accept 
a sum of money in lieu of the reversion. The Mayor's first letter upon 
the subject is preserved in the State Paper Office, and is dated 12th 
July, 1621. No progress,, however, seems to have been made in the 
matter until two years later, when Lord Zouch wrote to Sir Edward 
Conway,f requesting his furtherance in procuring for John Philipot the 
office of Bailiff of Sandwich. It then appeared that there was another 
competitor for the office, one Windebank. The Philpot family, how-
ever, having persuaded Mills, the old bailiff, to resign, and having 
bought out Kelk's reversionary interest in the office, found means ot 
persuading Windebank to retire; and on the 10th of July, 1623, the 
King appointed our herald, John Philipot, to be Bailiff of Sandwich. 
From the number of applicants for the office, and from the great efforts 
made by the Philpot family, through Lord Zouch, to obtain it for our 
hero, we may suppose that the office was lucrative. Six days after 
Philipot's appointment, a disappointed applicant, named Lord, went to 
Secretary Conway with a letter from Sir John. Naunton, recommending 
him for the reversion of the office.J He would seem to have obtained 
nothing for his pains, as Philipot obtained the reversion of the office for 

* Dom. State Papers, Jas. I., cxxii., 17. 
f Dom. State Papers, Jas. I., cxlvii., 33. 
j Dom. State Papers, Jas. I., cxlviii., 112. 



XC KENT ARCHJiOLOGlCAL SOCIETY. 

one Gabriel Marsh, who was probably the husband of his niece Judith. 
This grant is dated July 17, 1628. 

In the following year, 1624, Philipot was appointed Somerset 
Herald, upon the resignation of Robert Treswell, whom he probably 
bought out. The docquet of his appointment is dated June 23rd, 1624. 
He thereby vacated the minor office of Rouge Dragon, in which he was 
succeeded by Thomas Thompson. From the Hst of Queen Elizabeth's 
Annual Expenses, we learn that in 1584 the office of Somerset Herald 
was worth only £13. 6s. 8d. per annum. The fees, however, would be 
many and heavy. 

Little more than a year after his appointment, one of these heavy * 
fees accrued to Philipot. James I. died at his palace of Theobalds, in 
Hertfordshire, on the 27th of March, 1625. On that day week, April 
3rd, four Officers of Arms, one of whom was our herald, rode to 
Theobalds. After dinner the body of the late King was brought into 
the Presence-chamber, and there, under a pall of black velvet and 
sheet of hoUand, it rested two hours, attended by the four officers of 
arms, and by the gentlemen of the Privy Chamber. Three warnings 
were then sounded by trumpeters, and upon the third warning Philipot 
and the heralds put on their coats of arms, and reverently attended 
upon the late King's body, as it was borne down to the first court. 
There it was laid upon a carriage specially prepared for it, covered with 
black velvet, and drawn by six horses in black velvet trappings and 
feathers. Then the cavalcade set out upon its journey to London. 
Before the body rode Phflipot and his fellow heralds, together with his 
father-in-law Glover, the gentleman usher in waiting, preceded by the 
King's servants. Beside the funeral car ran the footmen, just as they 
would have done about the King's carriage had he been alive. After 
the funeral car followed the lords and others that were at Theobalds, 
who had coaches. In every town and village, Philipot and his com-
panions took off their hats and went bareheaded. At Kingsland the 
other officers of arms fell in, and at Wood's Close the Royal guards, 
with one hundred and twenty coaches containing the peers, joined the 
procession. It was reinforced at Smithfield by the addition of the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London. Passing through Holborn 
and Chancery Lane the cavalcade proceeded to Denmark House, which 
was reached at eight o'clock in the evening. To guide the procession 
through the darkness no less than 3,600 torches were distributed • the 
guards, bareheaded and on horseback, carried torches around the 
funeral car, and footmen of aU the noblemen bore torches beside their 
masters' coaches. Thus the first day's ceremonial ended. 
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For four weeks the body of James I. lay in state at Denmark 
House. On the evening of the 30th of April it was removed to the 
Privy Chamber, Philipot and his fellow heralds waiting in their coats 
of arms. On Saturday morning the funeral took place ; the officers of 
arms attended it until the time of proceeding to Westminster. So great 
was the multitude of people (8,000 or 9,000) that although the first 
mourners set out from Somerset House about ten o'clock in the 
morning, the last did not arrive at Westminster Hall until four in the 
afternoon. 

In the procession John Philipot had a place of honour near the 
body. He was followed by the great banner of England, borne by 
the Earls of Nottingham and Anglesea, and Viscount Andover, be-
hind whom were the four principal heralds bearing, one the spurs of 
the late King, another his gauntlets, a third his helmet and crest, the 
fourth his targe. After them came Norroy King-of-arms with the 
King's sword, Clarenceux with his coat of arms, and the Lord 
Chamberlain with his own staff of office. Around the coffin of the 
King twelve bannerols were borne by knights and gentlemen, one of 
whom, Sir Oliver Cromwell, bore a name which soon became notorious. 
Garter King-of-arms preceded the young King, who followed as chief 
mourner. 

When they arrived at Westminster Abbey, Philipot with the other 
officers of arms attended Charles I. to the communion table, where he 
made an offering in the name of the late King his father, after which 
he returned to his chair. Again he rose, and a second time, attended 
by the officers of arms and Philipot, approached the holy table, where 
he made an offering for himself, and there remained to receive the 
hatchments and armour of his royal father. These were presented by 
various earls. Probably this, and the Coronation of Charles I., were 
the grandest ceremonies at which Philipot ever had the honour of 
officiating. A record in the State Paper Office shews the allowance of 
black cloth made to each of the officials for mourning at King James's 
funeral. Philipot's portion was nine yards for himself, and six yards 
for two men. 

During the same year, 1625, we find notices of our hero as Bailiff 
of Sandwich. Among the State Papers there is a warrant,* dated July 
17, for the payment to him of £250 for the repair of the gaol at Sand-
wich, called Whitrodd Gaol. There is likewise a petition of his against 
the London Watermen, who had brought two boats full of children 
down the Thames to Tilbury Hope, where a ketch stayed to take them 

* Coll. Sign* Manual, Chas. I., i. 45. 
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to Flanders. These children were being sent away to be educated in 
Roman Catholic schools or colleges ; hence the complaint. Philipot's 
mention of Tilbury Hope, and his knowledge of this occurrence, arose 
probably from his holding another office under the crown, which would 
seem to us quite incompatible with that of Somerset Herald, or that 
of Bailiff of Sandwich. This was the position of lieutenant, of chief 
gunner, in the Fort of Tilbury, or of Gravesend, with the fee of one 
shilling a day. A letter of Philipot's, dated 1632, Dec. 1, is still 
extant in the State Paper Office, in which he begs Sir Edward Nicholas 
not to permit him to be displaced from this office. He therein states 
that one Capt. Lorde threatened to urge the Lords Commissioners to 
remove him, 

In 1627, Philipot published a complete list of all the constables of 
Dover Castle, and wardens of the Cinque Ports. This he dedicated to 
the Lord Warden of the day, George Duke of Buckingham. In the 
letter of dedication he speaks of himself as a Ports man by birth, and 
of the renewal of his connection with the Ports by his office as Bailiff 
of Sandwich. 

During the following year, 1628, we obtain a glimpse of our hero 
in quite another character. On the 30th of January John Jacob of 
Paversham complains to Sir Ed. Nicholas, Secretary of State, that 
" In the port of Faversham John Philpot, a herald, keeps an Ad-
miralty Court, whereby he dispossesses the Duke (the Lord Warden) 
of the wrecked goods which the fishermen bring in." The officers of 
Customs locked up goods seized for the Duke by Jacob as Serjeant of 
the Admiralty of the Cinque Ports. 

Here we find our Herald, our Bailiff of Sandwich, our Lieutenant 
of the Fort at Gravesend, acting as Judge of an obnoxious Admiralty 
Court at Faversham, but we have not yet exhausted his offices, or his 
versatility. In 1630 and 1631, we find letters and warrants addressed 
by and to him as Steward of. the Royal manors of Gillingham and 
Grain. In 1635, Nov. 18, we read of his sitting with Mr. Thomas 
Godfrey, of Sellinge, as a court to decide the case of Series March, 
gentleman porter of Deal Castle, who had been grievously insulted on 
Christmas Eve by one Joshua Coppyng, of Canterbury. This very 
important matter proved too hard for these gentlemen to arrange, and 
the case of insulted honour was referred to other hands. 

In 1633, Philipot made his first official voyage "across the seas." 
His mission was to knight a certain Wm. Bosvile. Some reminiscences 
of this, or of a subsequent visit to France, still exist at the end of Phili-
pot's MS. Church Notes, which were mainly made in Kent. They are 
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preserved in Harleian MSS., No. 3917. During the same year (1633) 
Philipot's son Thomas was entered at Clare College, Cambridge, as a 
Fellow Commoner. This was the son who, ultimately, after his 
father's death, published the 'Villare Cantianum' in 1659 with his 
own name on the title-page as author, thus robbing John Philipot of 
his due.* The son courted the Muses, and published several poems. 

During 1633 and 1634, Philipot, in conjunction with George Owen, 
York Herald, as Deputies of St. George, Clarenceux, made a Visitation 
of Sussex (Harleian MSS., 1194 and 1406), and in conjunction with 
William Ryley, who was Blue Mantle Pursuivant, he completed the 
Visitations of Bucks and Oxfordshire in the latter year. (Harleian 
MSS., 1193 and 1480.) 

One of the pleasantest and most memorable events of Philipot's 
life took place in the following year, 1635. King Charles I. in that 
year conferred the Order of the Garter upon Prince Charles Lodowick, 
Count Palatine of the Principality of the Rhine, and Duke of Bavaria. 
The Prince was at that time serving with the army at Bockstel; some 
herald was therefore required to travel thither, and invest him with the 
insignia of the Order. Philipot was selected for this pleasant and 
honourable mission, which he vastly enjoyed, as he takes care to in-
form us. In the first edition of Camden's ' Remains concerning 
Britain,' Philipot, who prepared the MS. for press, inserted a letter 
of dedication to this Prince Palatine Charles Ludovic in which he 
says :—" The greatest happiness that hath, or can, befall me was my 
employment for the presentation of the most noble Order of the Garter 
to your Highness in the army at Bockstel." For his fee and expenses 
the English Government paid Philipot the sum of £100. What he 
received from the Prince Palatine will never be known. It is a 
singular coincidence that the same State Paper which records the 
payment of this £100 to Philipot on the 17th of July, 1635,f likewise 
records the payment to Dr. Wm. Harvey, another native of Folkstone, 
of a fee or annuity of £25. 

In 1636, our Folkstone Herald published ' The Catalogue of the 
Chancellors of England, the Lord Keepers of the Great Seal, and the 

* Upon the flyleaf of one of the Lansdowne MSS. in the British Museum, I 
find two memoranda made and signed by Philipot: " 1633 Pretium hujus libri 
es archivis in Thesauro Scaccarii Westmonasterii extracti vju. Jo. Philipott, 
SomeTsett." 

" The makeing the 2 kallenders and the bynding the Bookes xljrj". J. P., S." 
The manuscript is a Calendar of Fines passed in the reign of Henry III. for 

the county of Kent, and was no doubt used by him in compiling his ' Villare 
Cantianum.' 

t Dom. State Papers, Chas. I., vol. ccxoiv. No. 5. 
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Lord Treasurers of England, with a collection of divers that have been 
Masters of the RoUs.' In this work he owns himself greatly in-
debted to the labours of his wife's uncle Robert Glover, one of his 
predecessors in the office of Somerset Herald, and likewise to the MS. 
of Francis Thinne, Lancaster Herald. He thus shews that his son, 
who robbed him of the credit of his own great work, did not inherit 
from him the desire to strut in borrowed plumes without acknowledg-
ment. He dedicated this work to the Earl of Arundel and Surrey. 

Among the Additional MSS. in the British Museum (6118, page 
405), there is a list of Sheriffs of Lincolnshire from the first year of 
Henry I I . to the twenty-first of Charles I. This list was compiled by 
John Philipot about 1636, and is one of his many unpublished lists 
and collections. He must have been greatly occupied with literary 
work at this period of his life, for it was about this time that he edited 
Camden's Remains, which have been already mentioned. 

In 1639 we hear, not directly but at second hand, of an allegation 
made against Philipot of improper proceedings, in the matter of a grant 
of arms made to some person. But as it is in a News Letter of the 
period from Edward Rossingham to Viscount Conway, we will fain hope 
that the whole statement is a mistake, especiaUy as the News Letter 
bears date the first of April.* 

In 1641 (16 Charles I.) we find that a John Philpot was sub-
collector of the subsidy in the Upper Half Hundred of Stowting, 
wherein he was himself assessed to pay £ 1 . 8s."j" This may have been 
our Herald, or it may not. 

From Rymer's Fcedera (xx. 543) we learn that in 1642 John 
Philipot, Bailiff of Sandwich, obtained the insertion of his son's name 
together with bis own in a grant of the office of bailiff for their joint 
lives. 

About that time he, being a staunch Royalist, followed the King 
to Oxford. He was soon afterwards captured by the Parliamentary 
forces, and sent to London. He does not, however, seem to have 
suffered long imprisonment. 

In 1645 he died in London, upon the 25th of November, and was 
buried in the churchyard of St. Benet, Paul's Wharf. The register of 
his burial still exists, and from a copy of it kindly sent to me by the 
Rector of St. Benet's, I find that it states nothing but his name, spelt 
FiUpot (with an " F ") and the date of his interment. 

Among the MSS. left by Philipot, and subsequently published, 

* Dom, State Papers, Chas. I,, vol. ccccxvii. No. 3, 
f Lay Subsidy, 16 Car. I,, in Public Record Office, 
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was ' A perfect Collection or Catalogue of all (2323) Knights 
Bachelaurs made by King James since his coming to the Crown of 
England until his decease ; faithfully extracted out of the records by 
John Philipot, Esq., Somerset Herald, a devout servant of the Royal 
line.' This was published in 1660, by Humphrey Moseley. Mr. G. 
E. Cokayne, once Rouge Dragon, but now Lancaster Herald, informs 
me that Philipot entered his pedigree in the ' Visitation of London, 
1634,' and that an account of him was inserted in the ' Gentleman's 
Magazine ' for December, 1778, at page 590. He had a second son 
John, and a second daughter Mary, of whom nothing is known. My 
thanks are due to Mr. Cokayne, for very kindly revising the proof of 
this short memoir of his predecessor in the office of Rouge Dragon. 
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