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RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT
OTFORD
The excavations at Becket's Well by members of Otford and
District Historical Society were brought to a conclusion in 1954. A
detailed report has been prepared of which a copy will in due course be
deposited with the K.A.S. Librarian. It is hoped that a summary of
the work will appear in this Journal next year.
The two pieces of bowl referred to in Arch. Cant., LXVI, p. xlii as
being of Barnack stone have now been identified as Purbeck limestone
, by the Geological Museum, South Kensington.
F. R. J. PATEMAN.
RITUAL DEPOSITS ON THE UPCHURCH MARSHES
On February 23rd, 1953, an olla of coarse grey ware was discovered
near the Slayhill Saltings by Mr. Michael Webb. This vessel was of
interest in that it contained a quantity of charcoal and a number of
small, animal bones. The latter were submitted to Dr. F. C. Frazer, of
the British Museum of Natural History, who identified them on the
evidence of a skull, limbs and two ribs as puppy bones, probably from
a single animal. The charcoal was examined by Miss F. L. BalfourBrown, of the Department of Botany, British Museum (Natural
History), who reported that the remains were of oak and willow. It
should be noted that only the wood had been burnt, the bones showing
no evidence of fire.
This discovery would have been of interest in its own right; but its
importance is increased as a result of the vessel's obvious association
with three similar finds recovered in 1950-51 (see Arch. Cant., LXIV,
pp. 168-71). It was then suggested that the three pots may have
represented foundation deposits, a theory based on a rather similar
discovery from Colchester, Trans. Essex Archaeological Society, XVI,
p. 20. The close proximity of the Upchurch finds to each other seemed
to suggest that they had been placed at corners of a single building.
The new find, however, stood some 40 or 50 ft. to the south east of the
earlier discoveries, thus spoiling any possible symmetry. The absence
of any traces of foundations or building debris in the vicinity is a
further indication that the original hypothesis was incorrect. Be this
as it may, there is no doubt that at least three, if not all, of the vessels
are part of a single association, all deposited at the same time for the
same purpose. The 1953 find is almost identical in shape and measure-
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ment with the largest olla recovered in 1951, op. cit. p. 169, Fig. 8, 2.
Both vessels were paralleled in shape by the second of the 1951 finds
although the latter was rather smaller. It is reasonable to assume that
these three pots were products of the same kiln and probably of the
same hand. The fourth pot, discovered in 1950, op. cit. p. 169, Fig.
8, 1, is linked to the others only on the evidence of its contents.
When the earlier finds were first published it was thought that
although the pots possessed third century characteristics they were
likely to date from the latter years of the second. This was occasioned
by strong evidence pointing to the abandonment of the site at the close
of the second century. Whilst no new information has been found that
can change the latter assumption, it is no longer believed that the four
pots can date any earlier than the first half of the third century. Existing evidence points to the burial of the pots and their contents at
approximately the same time, some decades after the site ceased to
support extensive habitation, if indeed it were then inhabited at all.
I am much indebted to Mr. Michael Webb for so kindly drawing my
attention to his discovery.
I.N.H.

THE PILGRIMS' WAY AT OLD WIVES LEES
Half a century ago, Hilaire Belloc in The Old Road cast doubts on
the traditional Pilgrims' Way from Chilham for a couple of miles
towards Canterbury and suggested that the original prehistoric track
ran farther south-east. He could find no material evidence, however,
and as far as I know the matter has never been definitely settled.
Early this year I approached the disputed section from Canterbury,
and noticing that the accepted road through Bigbury Camp and Chartham Hatch does, in spite of some twists before Nickle Farm, appear to
be making for Old Wives Lees, I tried whether it was possible to find
any traces in a direct line. To my surprise I found a continuous path
showing signs of some antiquity. This is not marked on the 1 in. map,
but appears on the 6 in. sheets 45 S.E. and N.E. and 46 N.W., of
which I reproduce the relevant portions.
The " supposed Pilgrims' Way " strikes the road Unking Nickle
Farm with A28 at about 200 yd. N. of the railway. An unfenced road
continues the direction (W.S.W.) as far as the railway, which we cross
by a footpath and after a few yards over ploughland reach an orchard
where the track, hitherto displaced a few yards by the railway, becomes
plain and follows the line of a lynchet, forming the boundary of woods
and orchards as far as Bennett's Wood. Straight ahead the ground
has been much disturbed; the footpath .side-steps some yards to the
right and continues a parallel course along the boundary of the wood,
but its surface has been recently ploughed over. Beyond, the next
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250 yd. have been ploughed, but a path has been preserved, not,
curiously enough, along the line printed on the map, but back left again
on the direct line. Beyond the little road in the valley and the hoppickers' huts, it climbs the hill, once more marked by a trench and a
lynchet and forming the boundary of a hop garden and some woods as
far as the triangle made by Shalmesford and Lower Ensign Roads.
Here one is on the traditional Way and may follow Shalmesford Road
and Long Hill to Chilham, but a ridge on the bare ground to the left,
the alignment of an old house and the footpath beyond, all continuing
our previous direction, suggest that the original track left the modern
road at a slight angle and joined Long Hill somewhere near Cork Farm.
I am indebted to Mr. R. F. Jessup for pointing out that this latter line
marks the southern boundary of the " Running Lands " associated with
Old Wives Lees (Hasted, History of Kent, VII, p. 265).
Mr. Jessup also informs me that while working at Bigbury Camp in
1934, he formed the conclusion that the Old Road probably had several
courses dependent upon climatic conditions. I suggest the following
clarification of this position: Mr. Belloc was looking for a continuation
of his road under the chalk escarpment. With my proposed link we
appear to have something more in the nature of a ridgeway, and I
suggest that it is a branch of the ridgeway above the Pilgrims' Way
described by Mr. Margary (Arch. Cant., LXIV (1951), pp. 20-23), which
it joins on Soakham Downs, keeping N.W. of Godmersham Park to
avoid two re-entrant spurs and then following the edge of the higher
ground overlooking the Stour valley. Such a line permits of little
ambiguity, but meanwhile the lower road on its way through Wye to
the coast throws off a branch at Boughton Lees. This may well have
changed its course with changes of climate and its modern descendant
would be the A28 road. The route of the medieval pilgrims, or at
least that signposted by the County Council, is revealed as a composite
path, including parts of both upper and lower roads and some cross
paths which may also, of course, be of quite respectable antiquity.
R. A. DENNINGTON.
LUILINGSTONE ROMAN VlLLA

The trench behind the Apse containing the Europa Mosaic, begun
in 1954 (Arch. Cant., LXVIII, p. xliv), has been continued through the
1955 season. It is now 52 ft. long by 8 ft. wide, its depth increasing
from 5 ft. at the Apse to 16 ft. at its western end. At this end the
remains of a Roman building have been found, sited at a sufficient
height to allow the occupants a view over the roofs of the Villa-residence
below. The character of this high level building is at present uncertain; but it was possibly a summer-house or gazebo.
Beneath it, but nearer to, and on a level with the Apse, is another
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Roman building. Its floor is of clay and tile, with walls also of clay.
It was destroyed by fire before the fourth century occupation of the
Villa, but the time of its construction and the period of its use remain
to be obtained by further excavation.
Three interesting objects were recovered here. One, a large
amethyst, lay embedded in the clay floor. This stone is from a fingerring, is oval, § in. long by £ in. wide. The amethyst was considered by
the ancients as a charm against intoxication and was held to be too
precious to be inscribed. This example conforms and is also uninscribed.
The remaining two objects are a child's bangle of twisted bronze
wire, and a very fine key handle of heavy bronze fashioned into three
large loops. It is paralleled by an example in Richborough, IV., PLXXXIV, 86. Such lavish key handles usually date from the second
century. Both it and the bangle came from the deposit overlying the
clay floor.
The stratification of this trench into the hillside is extremely
interesting both to the archaeologist and the geologist, informing the
first as to the Roman levels and constructions behind the Villa-residence
and their mutual connections, and the second as to the rate of hillcreep and the effect upon it of contour ploughing.
The main excavation, that of the east end of the Basement Room
containing the rest of the Christian Chapel, together with the fa9ade of
the Villa, still awaits a diversion of the modern road, a work of urgency
and importance deferred for yet another year.
Nevertheless, the extensive work accomplished in 1955 reflects the
highest credit upon the group of archsBologists under the command of
Mr. B. L. Macrory, by whose labours the close and careful investigation
of the critical levels deep down has been made possible.
The Lullingstone Roman Villa is more popular than ever with the
public, many thousands of whom have again visited it. These include
a very large number of schools, whose visits proclaim its real educational
value. The Curator of the site and museum, Mr. R. J. Rook, by his
lectures and demonstrations to these many people, adults and children
alike, has contributed very greatly to their understanding of the Villa's
complicated history, and to their evident pleasure in their visits.

G. W. MEATES.
DEAL DISTRICT
JUTISH. Plate I is of a spear, scramasax, and knife from a grave
opened up on the Nethercourt Farm Estate near Ramsgate hi November, 1953. These weapons were from one of many graves from a site
which was used from the Prehistoric period.
MEDIEVAL. Stonar. Little further work on the thirteenth to
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fourteenth century level of this medieval town is "now possible as the
site of the church, churchyard and higher part of the town is almost
covered by the shingle-treatment plant of the Wingham Engineering
Co. Work last year on the foundations of a large tank to the N.E. of
the site of the church opened up a section of the churchyard with a
number of graves. I was happy to recover a part of one skull which
gave evidence of trepanning.
MODERN. Recent work round and about the late seventeenthcentury house in Middle Deal Road known as Rorway has led to the find
of a Charles II threepenny piece in worn condition. As its date is 1676
we have some evidence of the date of the house. The front doorway
has a fine hood and the stair rising to the top floor is one of many flights
of wide steps.
Early in 1954, Fred Upton, the coxwain of the Walmer Lifeboat,
fishing in the Downs off Deal brought up the Costril illustrated on
Plate II. This bottle with strap loops damaged, water-worn and
serpula-encrusted, is of a type on which not much has been written.
There are two examples of red pottery and with marbled buff slip in the
Dover Museum and there is another in the Medieval collection in the
British Museum. As vessels they seem to have filled a want as they
are of various sizes and, with our Deal specimen, follow a more or less
standard type. It is suggested in the British Museum large catalogue
that it is unlikely that slip decoration was in use in this country earlier
than the sixteenth century and traces of such slip can be seen on the
Deal one. Lion masks graced the loops when perfect.
For references to this subject see Arch. Journal, LIX (1902), pp.
1-16, R. L. Hobson, " Medieval Pottery found in England." Fig. 29
is a reference to a Costril similar to that from Deal but pilgrim bottles
are figured in MSS. of the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
No later study of such an unusual, if I may say, non-English type,
seems to have appeared since Hobson wrote, although the earliest jugs
which he classes as of the fourteenth century are of types found at
Lincoln in 1867. Nothing has turned up to my knowledge as to where
our type was manufactured or of the development which generally took
the form of a flattened globular bottle and no more suitable for general
use. It is interesting to note that some evidence of a near Eastern
origin for our type comes from a sketch in the B.M. catalogue by
Velasques of an old man grasping a flask somewhat similar but with a
shorter foot.
ST. LEONARD'S RECTORY, UPPER DEAL
It has been long known that this house retained at its northern end
its medieval cellar, rubble walled, with a measurement, N.-S. of
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12 fb. 8 in., and W.-E. of 12 ft. In this latter external wall there is
some evidence of an entrance and there is also a lancet-headed lamp
recess, 9 in. wide and 9 in. deep. At present a grated opening gives
some light to the interior. In the E. wall there is a rougher finished
rectangular recess 13 in. wide by 12 in. deep. An early addition of a
mass of masonry in the N.E. angle of the cellar seems to have been
needed to carry a fireplace above. The present entrance from extensive cellarege is comparatively modern.
With this evidence of an early site for the rectory some trouble from
an external damp wall led to the exposure of a stretch of the adjoining
partition wall. This it is now evident is the original external S. wall
of the rectory, lathed and plastered over when in the eighteenth
century an earlier rector needed to enlarge already a tall and many
roomed house. The opening up as far as it went exposed the delightful
, feature of an outside doorway of a date of about A.D. 1500 closed and
altered into a window at a not much later date. The wall has a chamfered offsett while the actual opening—whole width not exposed—was
framed in the small imported Dutch clinkers. The reduction to a
window was carried out 'by inserting a sill. The head of the opening
was of a course of bricks on edge, capped with two courses laid flat. A
plain hood mould with turned down ends finished the opening. The
whole was a careful piece of work in an otherwise rubble-stone and
flint wall. Above 6 ft. 5 in. there had been a good deal of patchwork
in rubble material, this included a course of local haven mud bricks, a
buff type made in the seventeenth century about Sandwich. This
work and that above was some evidence of a seventeenth century new
upper story.
It is now possible to state that external and ground floor approximate measurements of the medieval rectory are—N. to S., 35 ft. and
E. to W., 45 ft. As to height the building was probably low with gable
windows to an upper story.

W. P. D. STEBBING.
A FLINT DAGGER FROM BEXLEY
Mr. R. G. Bigden, curator of Plumstead Museum, has kindly
brought to my notice a very fine flint dagger now in his custody.
According to his information it was found by chance in 1953 at a depth
of about 2 ft. in Eynsford Crescent, which forms part of a new housing
estate west of Hurst Place, Bexley, National Grid Reference 475732.
No other information regarding the circumstances of the discovery is
available.
The dagger is 5-2 in. long and its greatest width is 1-9 in. Its
thickness both at the centre and at the end of the tang is 0 -4 in. The
•material is grey flint with a cherty inclusion near ,the tip of the blade.
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On both faces it is shaped by very fine and skilfully produced flaking
typical of such daggers. There is a pronounced shoulder on one side
at the junction of the blade and tang, as shown in the accompanying
illustration.1 The edges are sharp and the surface unpatinated and
slightly lustrous. (Plate III.)
In Fox's The Personality of Britain (1947) a distribution map of
flint daggers (p. 47) shows a concentration of these along the Middle
Thames but only two are indicated from Kent, both near Maidstone and
the course of the Medway. To these may be added the Canterbury
dagger recorded in Arch. Cant., LXII (1949), p. 142, and another, from
Capel-le-Ferne, now exhibited in Folkestone Museum.2
These flint daggers are attributable to the " A " Beaker folk who
.entered eastern Britain from beyond the Lower Rhine about 1800 B.C.
At that time copper daggers were making their appearance in Central
Europe, but the " A " Beaker folk were too far from the source of
supply to obtain easily for themselves these much coveted and valuable
weapons. In fact they were essentially Neolithic in culture and sought
to imitate the equipment of their more fortunate metal using contemporaries by producing daggers in flint of a similar design to the copper
ones.
The Bexley dagger is obviously related to the Thames Valley
distribution, having occurred only 4 miles from that river and a little
over half a mile from its minor tributary, the Cray. The estuary of the
Thames was apparently one of the main entries for the Beaker folk
invasions. The widespread area of the Blackheath and Woolwich
Beds in which the find-spot occurs was by no means favoured for
settlement in prehistoric times. Two late beakers of B2 or possibly C
type were found in association at Erith,3 also on the Thames, but
otherwise evidences of Early Bronze Age occupation of this district are
negligible.
ROMAN BURIALS AT WELLING
A Roman flask which has lately been found in store at Bexlejf
Central Library is known to have been associated with the burials;
discovered under No. 8 Welling High Street in 1938. A description of
this vessel was not included in the account published in Arch. Cant.,.
LXVI, p. 79, as no details were then available. Apparently the flask
is to be identified with " the small black vase " mentioned in the brief
note in Arch. Cant., L, p. 147, and is not to be confused with the small
flagon already figured.
This black flask is a little under 5 in. high and resembles Ospringe
1
2
3

I am grateful to our member, Miss N. D. Coppard, for taking this photograph,
Antiquaries Journal, Vol. XX, No. 4, October, 1940.
R. P. Jessup, The Archeology of Kent (1930), p. 90.
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94 (Arch. Cant., XXXVII, p. 86) having a biconical body and a low
cordon at the base of the neck. From a representation of the vessels
as observed ivb situ it may be concluded that the flask accompanied
" the second urn " referred to in my earlier account, and the association
indicates that this burial also belonged to the second century.
P. J. TESTER.
ABOH^EOLOGIOAL NOTES FROM MAIDSTONE MUSEUM
(1) FAVERSHAM
Mr. Frank Willett has recently published two previously
bronze sickles from Faversham.1 They are now in the
Museum. In 1941 Sir Cyril Fox produced a classification
socketed bronze sickles of Britain2 and Mr. Willett has
Faversham examples in his groups IA and IIA.

unrecorded
Manchester
of the nonplaced the

(2) IGHTHAM
The Roman brooch herewith figured (Fig. 1) was found early in 1955
by Mr. Ernest Evenden of Quarry Hill, Borough Green, whilst ploughing
a field on Robertson's Farm at Ightham.3
The brooch, of bronze, has two circles of shield-shaped inlays of
enamel. In my drawing I have indicated the colours of this enamel,
blue and red, by the conventional symbols for the heraldic tinctures,
azure and gules. The pin is missing and there has been some slight
breaking away of the edge of the disc.
The obvious parallel, familiar to all students of Roman Britain, is
the brooch from London, now in the British Museum.4 The recent
(1951) British Museum Guide, just quoted, says of such disc brooches
that they are " most common in second century "5 but Sir Mortimer
Wheeler, with the greater caution inculcated by the year 1930, warns
students that " enamelled disc brooches have been thought, on ininsufficient grounds, to be specially characteristic of the 2nd century
A.D."6

I am much indebted to Mr. H. E. Smith of Wrotham County Secondary School for procuring this brooch so that it could be drawn and
measured for recording purposes.
1
Man, 1954, p., 160.
2
Arch. Cambrensis, XCVI, pp. 136-62.
3
O.S. 6 in. Kent Sheet, XL, N.E.—approximately 300 ft. due south of the
southern
edge of Chalklin's Shaw.
4
B.M. accession number 62.3-22.1. B.M.; Antiquities of Roman Britain
(1951), p. 22, Fig. 11, No. 37. For another London example see the London
Museum.Catalogue, London in Roman Times, pp. 96 and 99, No. 38 (A 17331).
Also6 YorJcs. Arch. Journ., XXXIV, p. 101.
Op. cit., p. 20.
6
London in Romqn Times, p. 96.
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1. Roman Brooch from Ightham.
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During the summer of 1955 trial trenches in the south-eastern
corner of the grounds of The Grange1 have revealed foundations of a
Roman building of some size.
(4) PLAXTOL
In 1857 Mr. Martin, " a respectable farmer " of Plaxtol, who owned
Allen's Farm in that parish, decided on planting hops in a small field
adjoining a stream which ran through his property. The land had to
be deep-ploughed for this scheme but in the process the plough was
obstructed by foundations " upwards of two feet thick and four
feet deep." These foundations were the remains of a Roman building
site of some extent and from them came the Minerva Victrix bronze
illustrated as the Frontispiece to this volume.2 The statuette, which
is 7£ in. high, was exhibited at Rochester in August, 1859. From then
onwards its whereabouts were gradually forgotten although the rest of
the finds were at Maidstone Museum.
On November 27th, 1954, Miss Gladys M. Martin of Godalming,
obeying the last request of her uncle, Herbert Martin of Morden, Surrey,
gave the statuette to Maidstone Museum in order that it might return
to Kent and be with the other Roman material from Plaxtol.
(5) AYLESFORD

There has recently been presented to Maidstone Museum a bronze
buckle3 found in the garden of the donor, Mrs. C. P. M. Hart, of Norbury, Rochester Road, Aylesford. The buckle is almost an exact
parallel in size and shape to that figured in Roach Smith's edition of
the Inventorium Sepulchrale* Bryan Faussett found the latter in
Gilton Town grave 88. The Aylesford example lacks its prong but has
the two rivets for fixing it to a belt or strap.
(6) FAVERSHAM

Towards the end of 1954 the Anglo-Saxon loom-weight illustrated as
Fig. 2 was found by Mr. E. W. Harry, Structural Engineer, Ministry of
Works, whilst working on a trial hole for the foundation of the new
1
Marked as " The Vicarage " on the earlier editions of O.S. 6 in. Kent Sheet,
XLII, N.W. The site is 100 yds. due south of the Chancel of St. James's Church,
East
Mailing.
2
Arch. Oant., II, pp. 1-8 and PL VII. I am much indebted to Mr. Alan
Warhurst for the photograph which shows very clearly the handsome appearance
of what may be considered as one of the masterpieces of Roman Kent. Accession
number
4.1956.
3
Accession number 58.1966B.
4
Plate X, No. 4. See also p. 29.
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Post Office which is to be erected on the corner of East Street and
Newton Road.1 It was given to the Museum2 by his colleague,
Mr. R. F. Goodfellow, who supplied me with the following details:
The loom-weight, when discovered, was resting 12 feet
below the ground level in a 6 inch layer of horns and sheep bones,
at the base of a section of brown sandy clay which contained
some oyster shells. It rested on a seam of grey sandy clay.

O
I
2
3
FIG. 2. Faversham Loom-weight.

•

The weight was broken and had a portion missing when it was given
to the Museum. It has now been restored.
The dating of clay loom-weights has been discussed by Sir Mortimer
Wheeler in the London Museum Catalogue, London and the Saxons.3
Relatively large central openings belong to the earlier Saxon period.
More massive weights with smaller holes (" bun-shaped " type) are to
be ascribed to the period covered by the eighth to tenth centuries. The
Faversham example is halfway between the two types,4 with a small
, hole on one side of the bun-shape and a much larger hole on the other.
.

l
O.S. 6 in. Kent Sheet XXXIV, S.W.—lat. 51° 18' 51" and long. 0° 63' 39".
• *3 Accession number 116.1&54.
Pp. 154 and 165.
* Of. a similar hybrid from York Castle, Torks. Arch. Journ., XXXIV, p. 113.
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Probably its most noteworthy feature is the prominence of the grooves
which held the warp.
(7) WESTERHAM

On September 1st, 1954, Vincent W. F. Smith, of Westerham, a
scholar of The Judd School, Tonbridge, found on " The Green,"
Westerham, 'a gold solidus of the eighth century A.D. It was amongst
soil thrown up by workmen who were excavating for a gas-main. The
coin is hardly worn but is slightly irregular in shape. Later it became
the property of the present owner, Mr. S. W. Turner, of Tonbridge, who
has very kindly supplied me with details concerning the find.
The solidus was sent to Dr. Kent at the Department of Coins,
British Museum, and he added the following notes:
Obverse: Leo III, Byzantine Emperor, holding orb.
Reverse: His son, later Constantine V, holding an orb.
There is a portion of an inscription (? blundered Roman) on
both sides.
Mint: Probably Rome, c. 720 A.D.
Weight: 61-Ogr.
Material: Probably 0-80 gold (17-6 carats).
(8) JEW'S HARPS
The present generation has been much indebted to Mr. F. C.
Elliston Erwood for rescuing, from the forgetful past, part of the
history of the medieval Jew's Harp. It is therefore especially appropriate that during the commemoration of his 21 years' Presidency of the
Woolwich and District Antiquarian Society some unusual examples
should be added to his lists.1
The first (Fig. 3) was found in mid-May, 1955, at East Sutton near
Maidstone, by Robert Laine, a pupil of Red Hill School, East Sutton.
It was dug out at about 4 ft. below the surface, quite close to the
westernmost branch of the stream which runs on the east side of the
Lower Field (79/9.994).2 This site is but five miles west of the field,
also on the Ragstone Ridge, where Mr. V. J. Newbury's two harps were
found3 and about half a mile north of the Roman Road from Amber
Green to Lymne.4 The instrument is of bronze, with a patina akin to
that 'on the Egerton examples. It is in excellent condition. The
edges are sharp and there is abundant evidence of filing. The latter
seems to be of two kinds. On the prongs the marks are fine and close
1
8

Arch. Cant,, LVI, pp. 34-40; LX, pp. 107-8.
O.S. 6 in. Kent Sheet, LIII, N.W.—600 ft. south east of the Red Hill School
buildings
which were formerly known, as Charlton Court.
3
Arch, Oant., LX, p. 108. The field is approximately 1,000 yds. S.W. of
Holy
Trinity Church, Charing Heath.
1
Arch. Oant., LIX, p. 46.
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Fias. 3, 4, 5. Jews Harps.
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together. On the eight faces of the prongs they all point the same way
as is indicated in my drawing. This type of fine filing is continued
around the inner ring of the bow but the outer circle is distinguished by
a much coarser finish which seems as if it were intended for decoration.
The grooves are about 1 mm. in breadth and the ridges are slightly
flattened, apparently by wear. Traces of iron rust are clearly to be
seen in the reed-attachment slot.
The present writer is indebted to the Headmaster of Bed Hill
School, Doctor Otto Shaw, for giving facilities for studying this harp.
Mr. Elliston Erwood's list does not confine itself to Kent so no excuse
is needed to add to it another harp which is illustrated hi Doctor A.
Hume's Ancient Meols.1 Hume described his example as "an instrument, the precise uses of which are unknown." " The fragment of it
shown . . . resembles a portion of an ordinary Jew's.harp; but hairpins of a similar kind are known in Denmark, one side serving for
insertion, and the other for decoration." He also quoted a similar
example in Worsaae's Afbildninger and gave a drawing of the Sibertswold harp which he suggested might have served as an acus crinalis, or
hair-pin of an unusual form.
I showed the East Sutton instrument to Lieut.-Colonel G. W.
Meates and was rewarded by receiving from him the loan of the harp
which serves as Fig. 4. It can claim one distinction—it is obviously
the smallest example yet recorded. The bronze is hardly corroded and
is covered by a very thin, slate-coloured patina. .There is the usual
rust and iron-staining round the reed-attachment slot. In section the
prongs have an unequal-armed V-shape on the underside of the diamond.
The harp was found hi a post-Roman deposit at the Barn, Lullingstone.
The last example (Fig. 5) was found in 1949 in the top-spit of the
garden of our member, Mr. R. D. Clarke, of 9 Tudor Drive, Otford.
This garden produces antiquities of all dates from prehistoric times
onwards and is but a stone's throw from the Roman site excavated in
1927-28.3 .
The harp is of wrought iron and therefore easily to be distinguished
from modern instruments which are cast.4 It has rusted considerably
in chalky soil but has now been cleaned enough to show the characteristic diamond section and the broad reed hammered into the heavy
bow.5
1
Ancient Meals: or, Some Account of the Antiquities found near Dove Point on
the Sea-coast of Cheshire, London, 1863, PI. XXII, No. 8 and pp. 223-24 (sub Fig.
9), 226.
2
Registered as 470-118.
3
Arch. Cant., XXXIX, pp. 153-8; XLII, pp. 167-71.
* Ibid., LVI, p. 37, Fig-. 2, No. 1.
•'
5
To Mr. Elliston-Erwood's list of authorities on medieval Jew's Harps should
be. added Canon F. W. Galpin's Old English Instruments of Music, pp. 267-9, 278.
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(9) OAHEL

Early in 1955 Mrs. C. V. Godwin found the leaden seal matrix
figured herewith (Fig. 6) whilst digging in the garden of the late medieval
house known variously as Old Stream Cottage, Lid House, Brook or
Lydd Cottage.1 The inscription " S ' THOME BARS " surrounds a

I n,c
FIG. 6. Capel Leaden Seal.

6-foil design on the face. On the back the raised letters " R " and
" L " appear on either side of the pierced handle.
This example is clearly to be placed in the same category as the two
leaden seal matrices which were described in Archceologia Cantiana for
1953.2 In that note I gave some parallels to which may now be added
the leaden seal of the Hospital of St. John in Sandwich, figured on
page 144 of William Boys' Collections for an History of Sandwich.
The Capel seala'as now been'tgiveirto the Mardstone Museum by the
finder.
1
O.S. 6 in. Kent Slieet, LI, S.W.—some 900 yds. B.N.E. of St. Thomas a
Beoket's Church, Capel.
z
Arch. Cant., LXVI, pp. 154-5.
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FIG. 7. Bradbourne Token and Mould.
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(10) BBADBOTJRNE
To collectors of eighteenth century Kent tokens there has always
been one example which has been regarded as an anomaly and a
mystery, namely, the Minster manorial token of John Rice. It has
usually been placed in a miscellaneous section, together with the
Godinton Hop-token of 1767 and the Queenborough Copperas House
token, which has been dated to the first half of the eighteenth century.
It now appears that another unusual token has to be added to this
select list.
When I first came to Maidstone Museum I found in the storage
cellar one half of a bronze mould which forms the subject of Fig. 7. I
asked several authorities whether they knew of a Bradbourne manorial
token, possibly of eighteenth century date—to no avail. I did not
pursue the quest as I thought that the mould could not have been used
to make tokens.
In 1954 & small collection of coins and the like, found over a long
period of time on the Bradbourne Estate, was brought to the Maidstone
Museum for examination and comment. I was delighted to find among
them a shilling token of lead1 which had been made in the above mentioned bronze mould. Close inspection of both mould and token
showed that the initials above the word " BRADBORNE " were in the
first place " T • T " and that they were subsequently altered to " R T."
The only Bradbourne family likely to issue a manorial shilling token
was that of Twisden and during the late seventeenth and the eighteenth
centuries the change from " T " to " R " for the initial of a Christian
name occurred but twice, when Sir Roger, the second baronet (died
1702-3), succeeded Sir Thomas, the first baronet (died 1682-3), and when
Sir Roger, the fifth baronet (died 1772), succeeded his brother, Sir
Thomas, in 1737.
I favour the second succession as the incident which caused the
change, mainly because tokens for such comparatively high amounts as
a shilling and as sixpence (the other denomination which the mould
probably produced) were unlikely to have been issued in the seventeenth century.

L. R. A. GEOVB.

Museum accession number 76.1954.
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