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FURTHER DISCOVERIES OE LATE CELTIC
AND ROMANO-BRITISH
INTERMENTS
AT WALMER.
BY CUMBERLAND H. WOODBJJFJ?, F.S.A.

IN our last Volume an extensive and interesting discovery of
Bomano-British sepulchral remains near the Castle Meadows
at Lower Walmer is described. Further finds have now
been made on the high ground, known as the Mill Hill,
adjoining the waterworks at Walmer, which, if less remarkable in point of locality, possess I think some noteworthy
features. The site, an elevated plateau from which the
ground slopes gradually on all sides, contrasts remarkably
with the position of the lower interments, and is one that
we can readily suppose would be chosen for an ancient
cemetery. A thin layer of soil covers the natural chalk
here, and the graves are so shallow that some of them can
hardly have escaped the plough when the land, now laid
down to grass, was under arable cultivation.
Casual and unrecorded discoveries have been made in and
about this field from time to time; and I have been shewn
some Saxon remains, consisting of a number of fine beads,
a brooch, knife, spear-head, and buckles, which were dug up
within the last two or three years at a distance of not many
yards from the interments described below. The graves
most recently discovered were cut into and removed in
digging out the chalk for lime-burning. Fortunately the
attention of our member Mr. Stephen Manser of Deal was
attracted, and to him I am indebted for the first notice of
the discovery, and for the excellent photographs he has taken
of the remains. Their collection and preservation are more
directly due to the appreciative interest of Mr. Gr. H. Denne
of Deal and his staff, and my thanks are due to that gentle-
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man for kindly giving me facilities for taking notes and
measurements of the objects at his office. Our members will
be glad to hear that through the exertions of Mr. Manser
and the generosity of Mr. Denne the whole of the remains
described below (with the exception of the Late Celtic
brooch) are to be preserved in Deal to form, I hope, the
nucleus of a good Museum. Local collections are required
to stimulate local interest. Too much has already been
absorbed by the great National collections, to be consigned
perhaps to a reinterment almost as complete as the original
deposit, and only rediscovered by the patient investigator
after many days and much inquiry.
On visiting the site I found from the traces of graves
not yet wholly removed, that they appeared to have been
arranged in a semicircular position, and so near one another
that it is difficult to believe that any long period of time
divided the several interments. The great majority are
clearly of Romano-British origin, the bodies having been
cremated, and three at least of the vases were filled with
calcined bones. The embossed Samian bowl contained the
ashes apparently of a child or young person, and on one of
the fragments of bone which filled a vase of Upchurch ware
(No. 13) are three vertical cuts, which must have been made
before the body was cremated.
The usual large enclosing vessels were absent; probably
it was considered that the hard chalk rock was sufficient
protection for the funeral vessels. At Lower Walmer, where
the soil is of a soft and peaty nature, the more fragile vessels
were enclosed in large serice or wine-vessels from which the
necks had been removed. Few of these fictile vessels call
for special remark; they present the familiar types of pottery
in the production of which the Briton borrowed the inspiration but did not slavishly copy the forms of classic models.
Some of the vases are of the black Upchurch ware, others
are brown or red pottery. The embossed Samian bowl, which
has a diameter of nearly ten inches, is a fine specimen of this
highly prized ware.^" It had been broken in halves at some
* The thanks of the Society are due to Miss Adkins of Deal for her careful
and accurate drawing o£ the details of the ornament (PLATE III.). .
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time before its use as a sepulchral vessel, and had been
mended with leaden clamps, the holes for which remain, but
the metal has perished. Only a small fragment of the bowl
is missing. The surface is divided into ten compartments or
panels, in which foliage is alternated with a representation
of a dog hunting a wild boar. This scene is repeated four
times, but in the fifth panel the dog only is shewn. Probably
the mould for this bowl was copied from one of rather larger
size, and on coming to the last division of the design the
workman found there was not space left to shew both
animals and omitted the boar. The chase of the wild boar
was a diversion which would appeal to the sporting instincts
of the Romanized Briton not less forcibly than to those of
the Gaul or Italian, and furnished a frequent subject of
illustration alike to the potter and the poet:—
" tit canis occultos agitat quum Belgicus apros
Erroresque ferse sellers per devia mersa
Nare legit, tacitoque pretnens vestigia rostro
Lustrat inaocessos venantum indagine saltus."
Silius Italians, Lib. x., 11—80.

Large embossed Saurian vessels are rarely found in
anything like perfect condition. Of the considerable collection in the British Museum it will be observed on
examination that nearly all have been extensively restored.
A noteworthy exception is the splendid bowl found at
Wingham, for many years in the possession of the late
Mr. Gilder, Vicar of St. Peter's, Sandwich, and now in the
National collection. This is without a flaw, and is unrivalled
amongst the examples of this class of pottery which our
county has yielded.
Within a few feet of these remains an interment was
uncovered which would seem to indicate an earlier period.
A skeleton was found lying at full length about north-east
and south-west, and on each side of the skull the curious
spoon-shaped objects of cast bronze, shewn in the accompanying illustration (PLATE IV., No. 1), had been placed.
The weight and dimensions of these are more particularly
described below. They are in an excellent state of preservation, and but little encrusted with the patina usually found
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on ancient bronze, one especially having a silver-like lustre
on the under side. It will be seen that they differ slightly
in size, and a brassfounder who has examined them carefully
states that the difference represents exactly the amount of
shrinkage which would take place if one had been cast in
a mould taken from the other. They are too shallow to
have held more than a very insignificant quantity of liquid,
and seem to have been intended for some powdered or finely
granulated substance, and to be used like a modern sugarscoop. The hole by which the side of the smaller one is
pierced seems to be specially adapted for regulating the
outflow of such powder. That this perforation is no accidental feature is shewn by its occurrence in three out of the
four examples in the British Museum. The surface of the
larger bowl is divided into four compartments by a rudely
incised cross.
These objects belong to a type of art to which the late
Sir A. W. Franks gave the name of Late Celtic. They are
the handiwork of a Celtic race of which traces have been
found across Europe from the Mediterranean to Britain.
One of their principal stations was at La T&ne in Switzerland.
The salient feature of their art is a form of scroll ornament,
executed in graceful but eccentric curves, and believed to
have its origin in the Greek Palmette. The art of enamelling
probably owes its introduction into Britain to this race, and
with them first appeared the potter's wheel.
Of the four specimens of these pointed bronze scoops in
the British Museum, the one most closely resembling the
Walmer examples was found in Brick Hill Lane, Upper
Thames Street, London, in 1852.* Another, found in the
City of London, is figured in Mr. Eoach Smith's Catalogue
of London Antiquities.^ Both have a perforation at the side.
Two others were discovered at Crosby Eavensworth, Westmoreland ; one of them has the hole at the* side, and the
other is divided by a cross like those from Walmer.
A long bow-shaped fibula found in the same locality, but
whether in connection with sepulchral remains I have not
* Arch. Cambrensis, Third Series, vol. viii., p. 211.

f £• 82.

IV.

1. BRONZE SPOON-SHAPED OBJECTS OF LATE-CELTIC
FROM WALMER.

2.-LATE-CELTIC? BRONZE FIBULA
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teen able to ascertain, for it had been thrown out with the
chalk and removed to some distance, must also be referred
to the period of Late Celtic art (see PLATE IV., No. 2). This
fibula came into the possession of Mr. Cave of Deal, who
presented it to the British Museum. The peculiarity of the
class to which this example belongs is that they are made
in one piece of metal, whereas the Roman provincial fibulae
of the ordinary type are formed in two pieces, the pin and
spring being distinct from the bow. One of the latter
occurred in these Walmer graves (see p. 16, No. 22). The
pin, it will be observed, is twisted round at one end to form
a spiral spring to keep it in position in the guard, and so
well has the metal been preserved in the dry chalky soil of
this high land that the spring still retains its elasticity.
The material is bronze of a bright golden alloy. The flat
bow is thickened about the centre, where it is of circular
section, and ornamented with diagonally crossed incised
lines to give a firmer hold. Mr. Arthur Gr. Wright, in a
note in the Reliquary* on fibulae of this class, states that
examples have been found on the sites of Celtic settlements
in France and Bohemia, the Lake Dwellings of Moeringen
and Bstavayer, and the " island stronghold" of La T&ne.
The Late Celtic urn-field at Aylesf ord, explored by Mr. Arthur
Evans, yielded a fibula of this type, which, judging from
the accompanying relics, he refers to the early part of the
first century B.C.
Mr. Wright also notes that a fibula of this kind was
found with others at Springhead in this county, together
with a Gaulish coin and Roman coins dating from Augustus
to Gratian.t Another, which Mr. Roach Smith figured in
Collectanea Antigua^ from the Hartlip Yilla, was associated
with an iron knife resembling in form those of the Bronze
age found on the sites of Lake Dwellings, and Roman coins
ranging from Claudius to Honorius. One of similar but
* Vol. viii., New Series, p. 48. Mr. Wright has arranged and classified
several Late Celtic fibulse in the Guildhall Museum found during London
excavations. Some of these are illustrated in his Paper, and he refers to
Mr. Romilly Allen's explanation of their evolution and characteristics.
t 0. Boaoh Smith, Collectanea Antiqua, vol. i.} p. 110.
j Ibid,, vol. ii., p. 1.
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more elaborate design was found near Clogher, co. Tyrone,
Ireland, and the late General Pitt Rivers discovered several
of these early fibulae in excavating the sites of RomanoBritish villages in Oranborne Chace.
Other, pei'haps earlier, examples of Late Celtic workmanship from Walmer were dug up some years ago in Mr. Stock's
grounds at St. Mildred's, on the lower slope of the Castle
Hill. An illustration of the pewter vessels and rude pottery
is given in Mr. Elvin's Records of Walmer.*
The evidence of all these interments, so far as it goes,
tends I think to corroborate the belief that the Roman
occupation induced no violent or sudden change in the
environment or habits of the native Briton. He went on
living his own life, practising his own arts, but gradually,
even unconsciously, copying and assimilating the more
advanced civilization of his conqueror, just as in India
to-day honest na/bive art is giving way to the commercial
spirit of the West; and Lord Curzon complains that the fine
products of the ancient looms are superseded by the showy
vulgarities of the Tottenham Court Road School.
We need not conclude that Late Celtic art in Britain
was indigenous; it was, as we have shewn, the work of a race
widely distributed throughout Europe. Its inspiration was
probably originally borrowed from Greek sources; but it
had acquired a distinct character and originality, and the
archaeologist must regret its extinction in the heavy and
pervasive atmosphere of Roman influence: a part of the
price paid for the blessings of the Pax Romana.
Continuity of occupation is not less strikingly evidenced
by the fact that the Saxon or Jutish invaders chose this
precise locality as a burial-place. It is of course improbable
that they made any settlements on this shore during the
period of the Roman occupation. The office of the Comes
littoris Saxonici was to repel the incursions, not to guard
established intruders on this line of coast; but when the
protection was removed, the stream which had long been
pressing against the barrier poured in, and here at least
* P. 35.
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met with, little effective resistance. Probably a considerable
period elapsed before the first-comers found it necessary
to extend tlieir settlements beyond the maritime region,
spreading themselves along the fringe of shore, but only
penetrating a few miles inland. At all events the duration of an early period of settlement, before successive
waves of northern immigration broke upon our shores, was
long enough to have become stereotyped in a place name
hard by. Waldershare, in its earlier form Walwarshare, is
Wale-wara-share, that is, " the boundary of the foreign
men," and shews the precise limit in this direction beyond
which the Eomanized Briton—the Welshman, as the Saxon
called, him—was allowed, for a time at least, to possess his
land in peace. A definite stage of the Anglo-Saxon conquest
is, I think, clearly suggested by this name.
The following is a detailed list of the discoveries:—
1. Spoon-shaped object of bronze, with shallow bowl terminating
in a point. Length, 4i inches; width, 2£ inches ; weight, 1-J- oz.
The handle is ornamented with concentric circular mouldings; the
edge has a wavy outline. In the centre is a spirally ornamented
boss. A cross is roughly incised in the bowl. There are traces of
fibrous matter on the back. (PLATE IV., No. 1.)
2. Another of slightly smaller size. Length, 4-jV inches; width,
2T7¥ inches; weight, li oz. The margin of the bowl is perforated
by a round hole T3^ths of an inch in diameter. (PLATE IV., No. 1.)
3. A bowl of embossed Samian ware, containing calcined bones.
Height, 3|- inches; diameter, 9f inches. Stamp, 0 . . . . ICBI.
Ornamented with alternate panels of foliage and a dog hunting
a wild boar. (PLATE II.)
4. Dish of Samian ware. Diameter, 6-1 inches; height, 1-f inch.
Stamp, (?) PAN . . . . With fluted moulding below the rim.
5. A similar dish.
Stamp, OF. CNVI.

Diameter, 6f inches; height, 1|- inch.

6. Cup of Samian ware.
2^-f inches.

Diameter, 3f inches ; height,

7. Dish of Samian ware. Diameter, 6f- inches; height,
If inch. The rim is ornamented with a well-defined leaf pattern.
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8. Another.
OP. OBN.

Diameter, 6f inches; height, 1-3- inch.

Stamp,

9. Small vase of red ware (imperfect). Height about 4£ inches ;
diameter of mouth, 3 inches.
10. Another of dark brown ware. Height, 3£ inches; diameter
of mouth 2f inches, of base H inch.
11. Fragment of a similar vessel.
12. Vase of black Upchurch ware. Height, 8f inches; diameter
of mouth 3£ inches, of base li inch. Ornamented with short
vertical lines.
13. Vase of Upchurch ware, containing calcined bones. Height,
5f inches; diameter of mouth 3| inches, of base 2f inches.
14. A smaller vase of Upchurch ware of the same pattern.
Height, 5 inches; diameter of mouth 3 inches, of base 2 inches.
15. Large vase of brown ware, containing calcined bones
(imperfect). Height about 8 inches ; greatest diameter, 7f inches.
With wavy zigzag pattern under the rim.
16. Bottle-shaped vessel of red ware, with handle. Height,
7i inches; diameter of mouth 2% inches, of base 2f inches.
17. Another of brown ware. Height, 7| inches; diameter of
mouth 2 inches, of base 2 inches.
18. Narrow-necked globular vessel of red ware, with handle.
Height, 6| inches ; diameter of mouth 2£ inches, of base 2 inches.
19. A similar vessel (imperfect).
20. Bowl of black Upchurch ware. Height, 5 inches; diameter
of mouth 6& inches, of base 2f inches. Ornamented with concentric
semicircles below the rim.
21. A hatchet-shaped flat object of bronze and iron (much
corroded). Length, 4| inches; greatest width, 3| inches ; weight
about If oz. The bronze portion has been folded over the narrow
end of the iron for about one-third of the length, and fastened with
rivets.
22. A bronze fibula of the ordinary bow-pattern, with pin
detached.
23. A Late Celtic bow-shaped fibula of bronze.
4$ inches. (PiATE IV., No. 2.)

Length,
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