Archaeologia Cantiana Vol. 18 1889

(. 369

)

BEXLEY.
THE OHTTBOH,' HALL PLACE; ASTD BLENDOKT.
BY CANON SCOTT ROBERTSON.

BEXLEY MANOR was the property of the Archbishops of
Canterbury, from Wilfred to Cranmer, having been given to
Archbishop Wilfred by Kenulph, King of Mercia, about
1080 years ago. Some time after the foundation (in A.D. 1108)
of Holy Trinity Priory at Aldgate, in London, the advowson
and church were appropriated to it.
St. Mary's Church at Bexley is about 84 feet long from
east to west, and 45J feet broad from north to south. The
chancel is 19 feet broad.
The main fabric of the church (which is not the first
erected on this site; one existed here at the time of the
Domesday Survey) assumed its present plan about 650 years
ago. Professor Puller tells me that, during the restoration,
it appeared that the chancel, the nave," and the lower part of
the tower had formed part of the Norman Church. The
remains of a Norman doorway may still be seen under the
new south porch. The arcade, of three bays, between the
nave and the north aisle, is of the Early English style of
architecture, and so is the good north doorway, and the main
part of the tower, which opens into the nave by a doorway
only; there is no large tower arch. There are lancet windows in the chancel and in the tower, and there was one in
the north aisle in 1846. The ancient sedilia are also of the
Early English style. The restoration effected in 1883 by
the present Vicar, Professor Puller, enables us to see the
architecture and the Plan clearly.*
* The architect was Mr. Basil Ohampneys. The painted windows in the
nave and chancel are Bodley's last glass; those in the north aisle are by
Burleyson and Grylls. The tiles now in the chancel (of four distinct classes)
were reproduced from ancient patterns found buried in the soil. A few fragments
of the ancient screen were found in the old pulpit and pews. These were preserved, and formed the model for the present beautiful screen.
VOX,. XVIII.
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HALL PLACE.
The north Gh.saa.cel (which -was built before the north,
aisle, Professor Fuller informs me) has been connected with
HALL PLACE for several centuries. It contains the monumental memorials of successive owners and their families.
Therein are monumental brasses for John Shelley (who died
22nd November 1441) with Joan his wife; and .for Matilda,
also a wife of John Shelley (she had previously been the
widow of Thomas Heneworth). A handsome mural monument on the north wall commemorates Sir John Champneis,
Lord Mayor of London in 1534, who purchased Hall Place
from the Shelleys, and died there October 3, 1556. His
second wife, Meriel Barret, who died when Lady Mayoress, is
the only one named on this monument, which was erected in
1590 by their son Justinian Champneis. But Sir John had
previously married Margaret, eldest daughter and coheir of
Sir Thomas Mirfine of London, and widow of Roger Hall
(citizen and grocer, who died before 1515). This lady's
granddaughter, Helen Hall, became the wife of her second
husband's son, Justinian Ohampneis, who erected this monument. He commemorates upon it also his own two wives,
Helen Hall, who died in 1565, and Theodora Blundell, who
died in 1582. There is no memorial of Justinian Champneis'
own death, which occurred here in 1596, when he was 65 years
of age. He disinherited his elder son Justinian.* His
younger son Richard, who became his heir, sold Hall Place
to Mr. Robert Austen, and retired to Woolwich, where he
died in 1653. Richard Champneis' daughter Catherine (who
was her father's ultimate heir) married Colonel Edwin Sandys
of Northbouroe, who died of his wounds in 1642.
On the east wall of the north chancel is the monument
of the next owner of Hall Place, Sir Robert Austen,t "who
came from Tenterden. He buried here, in July 1653, two
of his children, Thomas and "William. Created a baronet in
July 1660, he served as sheriff of this; county in 1660 and
* He was a barrister of Gray's Inn. This disinherited Justinian settled at
Wrotham, where he was buried in 1622. He married, in 1602, Sarah daughter
of John Darell, Esq.., of Gale Hill, by whom he had a son Bichard (afterwards of
Biddenden), whose son Justinian was of Biddenden and Ostenhanger, where he
died in 1V54, although he was buried at Boxley. This last Justinian was the
father of Henry and William, both of Vinters Park in Boxley, whose sister
Sarah married Mr. Belcher.
t In 1654-5, February 14, the manor of Chelsea was sold to him and two
others as trustees for the daughters and coheirs of James, Duke of Hamilton, the
Ladies Ann and Susan, for £1185. In 1660 Sir Bobert Austin united with
others in conveying the manor of Chelsea to Charles Gheyne, (Faulkner's History of Chelsea, i., 328, 330).
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1661. He died in 1666, aged 79. The monument mentions,
but does not name, his first wife, Margaret Williamson,
whose only surviving child Elizabeth became Lady Dacres of
Cheshunt. His second wife, Ann Muns, is named on the
monument; she survived the baronet for twenty-one years,
living here, not at Hall Place, but at High Street House,
to which she built a new front. She left that house to
her third son, Edward Austen, whose mural monument of
white marble is seen upon the north wall of the north aisle.
He died in August 1712, aged 63. His eldest son John
(obiit 1750, aged 60) and his daughter Elizabeth (ob. 1755,
aged 66) are commemorated on the same monument. I find
here no memorial of Sir Eobert Austen's second son, who in
Bexley Parish Eegister is described as "the Honorable Eobert
Austen Esqre one of ye Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty
and a Member of the House of Commons." He was buried
here in 1696 on the 23rd of August. This Eobert Austen
represented Winchelsea in six Parliaments, during the course
of thirty years, and when he died his nephew Eobert,
and his brother Sir John Austen, Bart., five times elected
M.P. for Eye, were ulso members of the House of Commons.
This "Honorable" Eobert (second son of the first baronet)
married Miss Judith Freke, who survived him twenty years,
and was buried in Westminster Abbey. Two of their grandsons ultimately inherited the baronetcy, and were in fact
the last baronets of their race, as the title expired in 1772.
One of them, Sir Edward, was of Boxley Abbey, and died in
1760; his brother Sir Eobert died in 1772.
There is no memorial here of the second baronet, Sir
John Austen, who for the last two years of his life was a
Commissioner of Customs with a salary of £1000 per annum.
His son, the third baronet, Sir Eobert Austen, M.P. for
Hastings and for Bye, was baptized here in 166|, March 19,
and buried here in 1706, July 5th. He married his firstcousin, Elizabeth Stawell (coheir of George Stawell of
Cotherston), and the central hatchment upon the west wall of
the nave, high aloft, is the only memorial re'maining here of
him or of her.* She, Elizabeth (nee Stawell), Lady Austen,
survived her first husband Sir Eobert for nineteen years.
She married as her second husband a Norfolk gentleman,
Mr. William Winde, the last of his race. He for many years
lived in Germany in attendance upon the Electress Sophia,
Princess Palatine, who was mother of King George I., and
* Other hatchments bearing the Winde arms were formerly hung upon the
north wall of the ohanoel; they are seen in that Plate which represents the
church before its restoration.
B B 2
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daughter of the English Princess Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia.
When the Princess or Electress Sophia died in 1714, Mr.
Winde returned to England, and then he married Lady
Austen (the Stawell heiress). She died in 1725, and was
buried here on the 1st of December. Her second husband
survived until 1742, when he died, having been a Commissioner of the Salt Duties from October 25th, 1727, until his
death. The central hatchment upon the west wall was placed
in this church by him in memory of his wife Elizabeth, Lady
Austen. It is a grand heraldic study. The quarterings of
the ancient family of "Winde are impaled with those of the
grand old Somersetshire family of Stawell, and the Austen
intermarriages are represented on separate shields.
The last Austen baronet who resided at Hall Place was
the son of this lady (the Stawell heiress) by Sir Robert the
third baronet. He was another Sir Robert, and was M.P..
f or New Romney. He married in 1738 Rachel Dashwood,
the sister, and coheiress of Sir Francis Dashwood, Lord Le
Despencer. This Sir Robert Austen, the fourth baronet,
died at Bath in 1743, and the jointures charged on the Hall
Place estates, together with the legacies left by Sir Robert's
will, seem to have exhausted the revenue, which was
administered by the Court of Chancery for many years.
- Sir Robert, the fourth baronet, had no issue, and by,
his will the fee simple of the estate was entailed upon Ms
wife's brobher, who in 1763 became Lord Le Despencer,
and who obtained the fee simple of Hall Place in 1773, after
the death of the seventh baronet, who was also named
Robert., Lord Le Despencer died unmarried in 1781. Then
Rachel, Lady Austen, his widowed sister, became the coheir,
to his barony of Le Despencer; but his lordship left the.
Bexley property to his natural son Francis Dashwood,,., to
whose representatives Hall Place still belongs. Rachel,
Lady Austen survived until 1788, having been forty-five years.
a widow. There a.re no memorials in this church of her or
of her husband, nor of her husband's sisters. Yet we know
that three of his sisters were buried here—Mrs. Stawell
Austen (the youngest sister), September 28, 1748; Elizabeth
in 1755; and Mrs. Ann Austen in 1758. All spinsters were
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries called "mistress"
The last-named lady, Mrs. Ann Austen, gave to this church
a brass chandelier, which was hung in the nave, and costly
velvet hangings, for the pulpit, embroidered and fringed with.
gold. These in 1775 were cut to pieces by thieves, who were
disappointed at not finding the church plate.

MONUMENTAt; BRASS (IN BBXLEY COTECH) BEAEING THE ABMS OF

(1'rom a drawing by Mr. jr. &. Waller, F.8.A.)
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BLENDON.
The north, aisle and chancel are also connected with the
owners and occupants of Blendon Hall, another estate in
this parish, which was formerly of much importance. Its
name properly was Bladindon, and in the adjacent parish of
East Wickham there is a beautiful monumental brass of the
fourteenth century in memory of John de Bladigdon and
Maud his wife.
There is a memorial brass in the north chancel here
which has some connection with Blendon. It has puzzled
every writer who has described Bexley Church. By the"
kindness of Mr. J. Gr. Waller I am enabled to give a copy
of this brass. John Thorpe, junior (who resided at Bexley),
in the Antiquities, appended to his Gustumale Roffense, suggests on p. 78 that the shield of arms, with the pendant
horn beneath it, belonged to one of the " At-Hall" family
who possessed Hall Place until about 1367. He refers to
Philipot's Villa/re Gantianum, 2nd edition, p. 65, for the
statement that they had right of free warren here; and to
this he attributes the significance of the pendant horn.
Hasted, in his History of Kent, ii., 180, quotes merely from
the elder Thorpe's Begistrum Roffense, p. 925, this misrepre-,
sentation of the arms : "A cross ingrailed, within a border
charged with six crowns embattled. To the above coat is,
appendant a bugle horn, stringed, and garnished, whichl
denotes that the person held under that particular service,
called cornage tenure." The reader is left in the state
(jailed in drill, " as • you were." The misrepresentation of
the charges on the' bordure would prevent heralds from
identifying the armorial coat. I found at the first glance
that there were no embattled crowns on the bordure. Instead
of crowns, the bordure is charged with six castles or towers.
This really is the coat of Chastelyn or Castilayn. Papworth,
in his Dictionary of Armorials, p. 634<a, describes the CHASTELYN coat as a cross lozengy;
within a bordure chargedwith castles; and on p. 636b, he gives the coat of " CASTELYN "* as " saUe, a cross engrailed or, within a bordure or
charged with eight towers gules."
I find in the Register of Archbishop Arundel at Lambeth,
on folio 237, the will of Henry Castilayn of Bexley, made in
April 1407. Therein he evinces great interest in this
church, and in that part of the parish which lies around
Blendon. He desired to be buried m this church, and he
(5*

* Burke, in his General Armory, describes the coat of Oastelyn as bearing
sable, a cross engrailed argent.
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directed that a chaplain should, for two whole years, daily
say mass for the repose of his soul. He bequeathed 40s.
towards making or repairing a window in the west part of
this church; and he bequeathed to the churchwardens of
Bexley all his lees, the profit of them to be devoted towards
maintaining three wax tapers in the church, ever burning,
one before St. Mary in the chancel, another before St.
Eatherine, and the third before St. Margaret. He likewise
provided for a perpetual observance of the anniversary of
his death, including 4d. for beer, Id. for bread to the poor,
2d. for each parish clerk, 2d. for the bellringer, and 3d. for
oblation annually at the altar.
He bequeathed lOOd. for 100 masses to be said for his
soul upon one day, quickly after his decease. This alone
would occupy priests and altars in at least twenty churches.
He left 20s. to be expended in mending a road called
Blakeben Strete, which reached from Bladyndon (Blendon)
to Blakeben Grate. Probably this name is identical with
" Blackf en."
For the repair of another road, near Brookland in Bexley,
he left 6s. 8d.
He mentions his brother Simon Oastilayn, and made him
one of the executors of his will.
Thus the remarkable brass, with its bordured shield and
pendant horn, commemorates a good man of Bexley, who
was specially interested in Blendon. He had also an interest in Crayford (then called Earde), and to its church he
left bequests.
Probably the mediaeval owners of Blendon had closer
connection with Orayford Church or East Wickham Church
than with Bexley. Certainly there are few memorials of them
here. The Eegisters shew that Sir Peter Wroth of Blendon
was buried here in 1644 (May 12), and charged his brother
Sir Thomas Wroth to pay £10 as a stock for the benefit of
the poor of Bexley. Sir Peter's youngest son Thomas was
baptized here in the previous June (1643), his mother being
called the Lady Margaret Wroth. The Register also records
that Sir Peter Wroth's grandson Peter (son of Anthony)
Wroth was baptized at St. Bride's Church in London
February 24,165£. John Wroth (probably the eldest son of
Sir Peter) held Blendon Hall in fee in 1657, and was
created a baronet in 1660. He married Ann, daughter of
Toby, Lord Caulfield, and widow of Sir Paul Harris, had by
her a son Thomas, who was baptized here 31st October 1651,
and died in 1671; but there is no memorial of him here.
Sir John's son and his grandson (both named John) succes-
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sively enjoyed the baronetcy, but wlxen the latter died in
1722 it became extinct. The first Sir John had mortgaged
Blendon Hall for one thousand years, so that his son and
grandson never held it.
In 1673 Blendon Hall passed to Sir Edward Brett, whose
monument remains here on the north wall. He was a distinguished cavalier officer, who had been knighted in the
open field by King Charles I. on horseback. He lived at
Blendon until his death in February 168f, aged 75, when he
bequeathed his mortgage-interest in Blendon to his great
nephew, John Fisher (son of Sir Edward Brett's niece,
Elizabeth nee Abel), who took the name of Brett.
Mr. Fisher Brett let Blendon to an unfortunate but noble
lady whose mural monument is on the south wall of the
chancel. She was the Lady Mary Berkeley, sole child of
Charles last Lord Berkeley, Viscount Fitzharding, who was
created Earl of Falmouth in 1664, and died in 1665. Her
father was Governor of Portsmouth, Captain of the King's
Guards, and Keeper of the Privy Purse to Charles II. She
married Sir Gilbert Gerrard, whose mother Mary Cosin was
daughter and coheir of the celebrated Dr. Cosin, Bishop of
Durham, whose surname Sir Gilbert adopted in addition to
that of Gerrard. This young Lady Mary was divorced in
1684, within a short time of her wedding. She retired to
Blendon, and died there, April 28th, 1693, at the early age
of 28. After that, Mr. Fisher Brett came himself to Blendon
Hall, and was there in 1708. He in 1731 purchased all the
Wroths' interest in the estate.
After his death in 1732 the Hall was let to Mr. Delamotte,
one of the Justices of the Peace for this county, who was a
great admirer of the Rev. Charles Wesley, Student of Christ
Church, Oxford, and of the Eev. George Whitfield. The
squire's son, Charles Delamotte, in 1735, joined the Rev.
Charles Wesley and Dr. John Wesley (a Fellow of Lincoln
College, Oxford) in a mission to Georgia, in the (now) United
States of America. Through the occupants of Blendon Hall,
the Wesleys and Mr. Whitfield were introduced to Mr. Piers,
then Vicar of Bexley, and in 1737 the Rev. Charles Wesley
preached twice in this church. In 1739 the Rev. George
Whitfield preached here on Whit-Sunday and on Trinity
Sunday, and on the latter day he baptized an adult; in the
following August he baptized three women in this church.
In 1742 the Rev. Charles Wesley on three different occasions
administered the Sacrament of Baptism here; on two of
them it is noted that he did so "by immersion;" on the
third occasion it was a Quaker who was baptized. The Parish
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Registers contain these memorials of Blendon Hall's influence
on this church.
More recent owners of Blendon Hall are commemorated
by monuments on the north wall and a hatchment on the
west wall of the nave.
One tablet names Elizabeth (nee Tucker) wife of John
Smith, of Blendon Hall, M.P. for Midhurst, co. Sussex, in
1806-7, brother of the first Lord Carington. She died in
1809, aged 35. Near to it is another, commemorating her
sister Mary, the widow of Dr. Hodgson, Dean of Carlisle and
Rector of St. George's, Hanover Square 3 this lady died at
Blendon Cottage in 1863, aged 83.
The next slab commemorates Oswald Smith, Esq. (nephew
of John), who possessed Blendon Hall, and married Henrietta, daughter of Dean Hodgson and Mary his wife, nee
Tucker. This gentleman was a partner in the bank of Smith,
Payne, and Smiths. The tablet says that " during twentyfive years he was a constant and humble worshipper in this
church;" but he was buried at Sanderstead, in the family
vault there, in June 1863. Selsdon Park (now occupied by
the Bishop of Rochester) in Sanderstead, was his father's
home. This gentleman's widow, daughter of the Mary
Hodgson above named, still survives (in 1889) and can count
more than one hundred descendants of her body. Among
them are the Countess of Strathmore, Evelyn Lady Hardinge,
Lady Alfred Fitzroy, Lord Glamis, Lady Constance Lyon,
and the Hon. Mrs. Charles Colville.
The southern hatchment upon the west wall was placed
in memory of Mr. Oswald Smith, and bears his arms impaled
with those of his wife, Henrietta, daughter of Dean Hodgson.
The northern of the three hatchments, on the west wall,
bears the arms of Lewin of Eltham impaling those of Hale.
It commemorates Mr. Thomas Lewin, of the Hollies in Bexley,
who married in 1784 Mary, daughter of Major-General Hale,
and died in 1837.
An ancient squire of Lamienby (or Lamorby) in this
parish, Thomas Sparrow, who died in 1513, is commemorated
by a small brass in the chancel. The inscription is " Hie
jaeet Thomas Sparrow nup' de bexley qui obiit xxj die
October (sic) anno d'ni millesimo quingen tesiino tercio
decimo cuius a'i'e propicietur deus." From the mouth of his
effigy proceeds this prayer—
" What so ever my dedys have bee
Of me, allmyghty Jesu (ihu), have meroy."

There were formerly here several hatchments bearing the
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arms (with two stags at gaze, as supporters) of Malcolm of
Poltalloch (owners of Lamienby or Lamorby, and founders
of the modern church at Lamorby); their position is clearly
seen in our Plate which represents this church before its
restoration.
On the north wall of the nave we still see a mural monument commemorating Mary Ann, wife of Neil Malcolm of
Poltalloch.
On the south wall of the nave is the monument of John
Styleman of London (who died in 1734, aged 82), and of his
five wives. In our Plate* representing the church before
restoration there appears an open bench, immediately in
front of the northern half of the Communion rails, inscribed
in large letters, "Stylernan's Charity." It accommodated the
inmates of Styleman's aluishouses.
The illumination on the chancel walls and roof is effective.
Upon the wall-plates of the roof are Latin words from
" Benedicite," the Song of the three Children. They signify
" 0 all ye works of the Lord, Bless ye the Lord, Praise Him
and magnify Him for ever. 0 ye Angels of the Lord, Bless
ye the Lord."
The north window of the chancel is erected to the memory
of the Rev. Thos. Harding, Vicar of Bexley, for forty-one
years, 1833-74. It represents St. Paul.
In the north aisle the north-east window commemorates
Mr. W. C. Pickersgill, who died in 1868.
The east window [of that aisle illustrates the Te Deum,
" To Thee all Angels cry aloud." " To thee Cherubim and
Seraphim continually do cry."
In the first light are Thrones, Virtues, Angels. In the
* In the view of Bexley Church as it was before restoration we see (1)
the panelled reredos given by the Eev. Benj. Huntingdon (Vicar of Bexley) in
1706. (2) The five well-moulded roof beams of the chancel, forming with an
ideal straight base an octangular figure. These beams or ribs have been retained,
their bases have been finished with carved figures of angels, and a new chancel
screen has been carried up to meet the two westernmost ribs. (3) The wide
arch between the high chancel and the north chancel. (4) In the south wall of
the high chancel, the three lancet windows each having the apex of its interior
arch at a different level from the others, the easternmost being the highest.
(5) Beneath the base of the easternmost window's sill we observe the arches of
the seditta, between which a mural monument had been inserted. (6) The pulpit
appears on the south side at the junction between nave and chancel. (7) Five
hatchments hang on the north wall above the arches. Three which are nearest
the west bear the handsome arms of Malcolm of Poltallooh, with their supporters
two stags at gaze. The other two bear the arms of Winde of Norfolk, argent,
a. fess between 3 masoles sable; charged with an escutcheon of pretence in the
centre, which probably bore the arms of Stawell, as the widowed Lady Austen,
n&e Stawell, married the last of the "Windes. (8) The well-moulded wall plate
of the nave roof is seen on the north side; and the arched roof-timbers are also
well moulded.
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second light are Principalities, Powers, Dominations. In
the third light are Archangels:—Michael, Gabriel, and
Raphael.
In Bexley Register there is a memorandum stating that
Saundrell Ebbs wife of John Oollyer, of Blackfen in Bexley,
when 56 years of age had a daughter born, who was baptized
Elizabeth in Bexley Church, Oct. 10, 1596. The single fact
upon which this calculation of the mother's age is based
being that she was born when Anne of Cleves was lying at
Dartford House, about Allhallowtyde. The truth is, that
the unfortunate Queen Anne of Cleves resided often at Dartford House during many years, until she died in 1557. Consequently, the age of the mother may have been 39 or 40
instead of 56. Dartford House (formerly the Priory) was
granted to Anne of Cleves by King Edward VI. in the second
year of his reign.
In A.D. 1443 Joan Brenchley, widow, founded a chantry
within our Lady's Chapel in "Bixle" Church, and all the
business was completed by the year 1458.* The name of this
parish was sometimes spelt " Byxhill" or " Bixle."
ViOABst op BEXLEY.
1286 June 16 G-AKFRIDTTS DE SOHAM was instituted
by ArchbisLop Peofciazn iu 1286 (Register, £ 30b). His is the first
name of a Vicar here that the Lambeth ^Registers contain.
* Historical MSS. Commission, Fifth Report, p. 435".
t A vicarage was endowed here by Archbishop William Corboil (A.D. 112336), but he acted, it is said, without the consent of the Prior and Canons of
Holy Trinity, Aldgate, who claimed the Patronage. Archbishop Stephen Langton (A.D, 1207-29) decreed a new endowment of the vicarage, with all the profits
of the church, and one-third of the rents and houses belonging to it, except the
barn and yard and the tithes of corn, hay, and mill, which were to go to the
priory. (Hasted's History of Kent, ii., 181-2.)
When the priory was dissolved, in 1532, the advowson passed to Mr. Henry
Copke (second son of John Oooke of Broadwater in Sussex), who died possessed
of it in 1551. His son Edmund Cooke (of Lesnes Abbey and of Mount Mascal)
exercised the right of advowson and died in 1619. Lambert Oooke, eldest son
of Edmund, was of Mount Mascal, and died without issue; George Oooke
(second son of Edmund) was of Bexley, and married Anne, daughter of Sir
Timothy Lowe of Bromley, by whom he left two sons. The eldest, also named
George (whom Hasted and Thorpe erroneously call Bobert), who resided at
Mount Mascal, married Bebecca St. George, fourth daughter of Sir Henry
St. George, Garter King at Arms, and by her left one daughter, his sole heiress,
Elizabeth Cooke, who died a spinster on the 3rd of September 1736 in the 80th
year of her age, and was buried in Bexiley Church.
Before the death of her mother (in 1710, aged 87) or of herself (in 1736)
Miss Elizabeth Cooke lost the right of advowson, which was exercised in 1666
by her mother's brother, Sir Thomas St. George (who, like his father, became
Garter King at Arms). The advowson, however, passed in the following century
to the Tpwnshends, and is now held by Earl Sydney, The rectorial tithes, which
were enjoyed by Elizabeth Cooke, passed at her death to relatives on her
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1352 Sep. 13 'Jom* HE SHAKDELOWE was admitted by'Archbishop Islip in 1352 (Register, f. 262"). He died in 1376.
1376 Aug. 17 THOMAS BE PBESTON wasa instituted by Archbishop Sudbury (Register, f. 114 ). He exchanged, in
1385, with J. atte Pond.
1385 June 19 JOHN ATTE POND was
admitted by Archbishop
Courtenay (Register, f. 356b).
1390 Sep. 26 NICHOLAS LOD became Vicar under the same
Archbishop (Oourtenay's Register, f. 276").
THOMAS HIM, was Vicar in 1456, when he died.
1456 Oct. 16 JOHN RICHMOND alias MOELAND b was instituted
by Archbishop Bourgcbier (Register, f. 65 ). He died in
1467.
1467 Aug. 29 JOHN KIBKBBY was admitted
by the same Archbishop in 1467 (Register, f. 97a).
1539 Mar. 12 HENEY EIB'JOIT was instituted by Archbishop
Cranmer (Register, f. 375b) in 1539, on the death of his
predecessor.
15
JOHN SHALCEOSS. He was buried at Bexley on
the 12th of October 1565.
156f Mar. 21 JOHN BTOTON was instituted to the Vicarage on
the presentation of Edmund Cooke, of Leesynge (Parker's
Register, f. 375b). He was Vicar here for twenty-five
years, having previously been rector of Woolwich, from
1560 to 1564. His wife, Margaret Bunton, died on the
12th of April 1585, and was buried in the chancel. A
brass plate therein commemorative of her stated that she
died in the forty-sixth year of her age, being wife "to
John Bunton pastor of this churche."*
Mr. Bunton survived his wife for six years, and was
then buried here on the 6th of July 1591.
1591 June 10 (?) WILLIAM LTTITE, M.A. Oxon, was
instituted
by Archbishop Whitgiffc (Register, fol. 494b), on the presentation of Edmund Cooke, "armiger," of Mount Mascal.
Mr. Luffe held the benefice for rather more than eighteen
years, and was buried here on the 17th of November
1609, being about fifty years of age.
mother's side. Her first-cousin, Thomas St. George, seems to have been her
heir, and his daughter and heiress Eleanor St. George married Thomas Dare,
who presented Mr. Knipe to this benefice in 1732. Their eldest daughter Clare
St. George Dare carried the rectorial tithes to her husband Henry Emmefct,
who died in 1756. She, however, survived until December 1790, when she was
buried at Bexley, aged 64. She bequeathed these tithes to the grandchildren
of her sister Mary (who married Ralph Wardlaw, and died in 1777). These
were the sons of Thomas Latham, _ Surgeon, by Sarah nee Wardlaw. His last
son died in 1812, and the only survivors of the family were two sisters, Eliza
Dare Latham, who married General W. R. Ord (he died without issue in 1872),
and Louisa Latham, who married Harry Gough Ord, by whom she left two
daughters.
* Registrum Zojfense, p. 926.
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Dec. 19 NICHOLAS FBANKWELL was instituted by Archbishop Bancroft (Register, 295), on the presentation of
Edmund Goofce of North Cray, "armiger." A memorial
stone in the churchyard states that Mr. Frankwell was a
man of rare knowledge in the Oriental tongues, and that
he died here in 1658, aged eighty years, having been Vicar
of Bexley for forty-eight years. The Register proves that
he was buried on the 16th of October 1658, forty-eight years
and ten months after his institution in 1609. Archbishop
Abbot's Register records that on the 13th of May 1617.
Nicholas Frankwell was collated to this benefice by the Archbishop, the patron having allowed his time for presentation
to lapse. This record implies that before the 18th of November 1616 the benefice had been vacated. Tet, so far as
the records serre us, they shew that Nicholas Frank-well
had been Vicar of Bexley from the 19th of December 1609,
and his epitaph claims for him a continuous tenure of the
benefice from 1609 until 1658. In the Twysden MSS. and
in the Denne MSS., it is said that in 1615,1616, and 1617,
the Rector of Q-ravesend was Nicholas IVankweU. In 1632
another Hector was there. Perhaps Bexley was officially
vacated in 1615 by the Vicar's acceptance of Q-ravesend.
Mr. Thorpe, in his Antiquities of Kent, appended to the
Qustwiale Rojfense, prints, on p. 80, a letter written to
Frankwell in March 1655-6 by the learned Edward Pokoke,
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford.
In the Bexley Register we find this rather enigmatic
entry of burial: " 1643 Sept. 21, Damian ye relict of Nic.
ITranckwell cler." It is possible that the Vicar had a son
of his own name, who was also in holy orders, and who
died young. This entry, when compared with the record
of a second institution of a Nicholas Frankwell, in 1617,
certainly seems to suggest that there were two men of this
name. One may have died in 1632. Nevertheless the
epitaph distinctly states that the Nic. Frankwell who was
buried in 1658 had been Vicar here for forty-eight years.
165$ JPeb. 16 THOMAS SMOTOT, M.A., when twenty-six years of
age, became "minister" or vicar, in 1659 (New Style),
but he remained here only seven years. He resigned in
1666 (New Style), and in that year was admitted on the
10th of May to the Vicarage of Barkway in Hertfordshire,
where he remained Incumbent until 1694. He died on
the 9th of July 1707, aged 74.* He was a Fellow of
St. John's College, Cambridge, and proceeded to the
degree of Doctor of Divinity. He held the Professorship
of Casuistry at Cambridge for some years. To King
William and Queen Mary he was a chaplaiu, and also to
Queen Anne. When he died he by will bequeathed
certain houses to the parish authorities in Bexley, desiring
* lie Neve's Monwienta Anglioand, ii., 131.
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.that their rents should be employed in the schooling.and
apprenticing of Bexley boys.
Oct. 9 BENJAMIN HUNTINGDON was presented to this
benefice by Mr. Thomas St. George (whose sister Rebecca
had married George Cooke, Esq., of Mount Mascal, the
last of his name). He was a benefactor to the parish, and
according to the taste of his generation he " beautified "
the church. In 1702 the parishioners did much to the
church. The panelled reredos, seen in our illustration of
Bexley Church before its restoration, was erected by Mr.
Huntington at bis own cost, in 1705. He also by his
will left £50 to be invested for the poor of Bexley, to
whom the proceeds of it were to be distributed in bread.
While he was Yicar here, Mary his wife died in January
1690-1. Beside her were buried here their three children,
Eleanor (ob. 1674, set. 8), Elizabeth (ob. 1692, aged 22),
and John (died 1703, aged 35), so that we may suppose
Mr. Huntington to have been married about a year before
he became Vicar of Bexley. He was buried here in
January 1706-7, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. It is
said that Robert Huntington, who was Bishop of Raphoe
for one year, .1701-2, was his brother.
Aug. 9 ROBERT HTTNTINGTON, B.A., a nephew of the last
Incumbent, was instituted on the 9th of August 1707, on
the presentation of Anne St. George, widow (Tenison's
Register, f. 186). It has been stated that he married Clare
Dare, the impropriatrix of the rectorial tithes, but as she
was not born until 1726, and he died on the 20th of
March 1732-3, there must be some mistake.
Aug. 1 RIOHABD KNIPE was instituted to the Vicarage
by Archbishop Wake; patron Thomas Dare (Register,
f. 320, 321), but he died in November 1736. He was
educated at Westminster School.
Feb. 5 WILLIAM SMITH was admitted in February 1737
(New Style), but resigned the benefice in a few months.
Aug. 2 HENBY PIEBS, M.A., being presented to the
Vicarage in 1737 by the Hon. Thomas Coote (Potter's
Register, f. 264a), remained here for thirty-two years. He
it was who invited the Rev. Charles Wesley and the Rev.
George Whitfield to officiate here in 1739 and 1742.
April 10 WILLIAM GEEEN was admitted to the benefice on
the presentation of the Hon. Thomas Townshend, who by
his marriage-with Albinia Selwyn (heiress of Scadbury in
Chiselhurst) became the owner of large estates, and the
father of Thomas, first Viscount Sydney. Mr. Green
died on the 10th of February 1808.
Sep. 25 EDWABD BABNARD, D.D., succeeded Mr. Green,
being presented to the Vicarage by the second Viscount
Sydney. Dr. Barnard held this benefice until 1825, when
he became Rector of Alverstoke, Hants, where he died in
October 1840.
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Oct. 20 CHABLES G-ODDABB, D.D., was instituted Oct. 20,
1825, and remained Vicar of Bexley until 1833. His son,
Rev. G-eo. !Yed. G-oddard, became Rector of Southfleet in
1854
1833 Oct. . . THOMAS HAEDING, M.A.. Oxon, was presented in
1833 by the third Viscount Sydney, now Earl Sydney. He
retained this benefice for forty-one years, and was one of
the Rural Deans of the diocese of Canterbury. He published many Sermons, and edited 'Bullinger's Decades for
the Parker Society. The writer of this sketch remembers
walking with him in the procession to Lambeth Palace
Chapel, when the worthy Bishop of Dover (Dr. Edward
Parry) was consecrated in 1870.
1874
JOHN MEE PULLER, M.A., who had been a Fellow
of St. John's College, Cambridge, Crosse University
Scholar, and Tyrwhitt University Scholar, was presented
by the Earl Sydney in 1874. To him, in conjunction with
the parishioners, is due the admirable restoration of Bexley
Church. Mr. Fuller is Professor of Ecclesiastical History
in King's College, London, the Rural Dean of Dartford,
and one of the Examining Chaplains to Dr. Benson,
Archbishop of Canterbury. He is the author of many
useful theological books, and was, from 1870 until 1874,
Editorial Secretary of the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge.
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