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TONBRIDGE OASTLE AND ITS LORDS.
BY J. F. WADMORE, A.R.I.B.A.

ALTHOUGH we may gain much, useful information
from Lambard, Hasted, Furley, and others, who have
written on this subject, yet I venture to think that
there are historical points and features in connection
with this building, and the remarkable mound within
it, which will be found fresh and interesting.
I propose therefore to give an account of the
mound and castle, as far as may be from pre-historic
times, in connection with the Lords of the Castle and
its successive owners.
THE MOUND.
Some years since, Dr. Fleming, who then resided
at the castle, discovered on the mound a coin of Constantine, minted at Treves. Few will be disposed to
dispute the inference, that the mound existed previously to the coins resting upon it. We must not,
however, hastily assume that the mound is of Roman
origin, either as regards date or construction. The
numerous earthworks and camps which are even now
to be found scattered over the British islands are
mainly of pre-historic date, although some mounds may
be considered Saxon, and others Danish. Many are
even now familiarly spoken of as Caesar's or Vespasian's camps, like those at East Hampstead (Berks),
Folkestone, Amesbury, and Bensbury at Wimbledon.
Yet these are in no case to be confounded with Roman
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camps, which in the times of the Consulate were always
square, although under the Emperors both square and
oblong shapes were used.* These British camps or
burys are of all shapes and sizes, taking their form and
configuration from the hill-tops on which they were
generally placed. Such, for instance, are Oldbury near
Ightham, and Bigbury near Canterbury. They formed
the oppida, or towns where the tribes resided ; where
they raised their scanty crops of corn, or drove in their
cattle for defence. As the tribes increased, other hills
were seized upon, and fortified; where they approached
the plain, some other means were necessary to insure
their safety. The streams and rivers were made use
of and fortified; beside them they constructed artificial mounds or outposts. The method was simple.
Two circles were drawn, one within the other; and
the ground excavated from between these circles was
piled up in the centre till it formed a mound. The
excavation formed a fosse or ditch. A trench was
then excavated between the fosse and the river, and
when the river bank was cut through the water flowed
into the fosse.
Some of these mounds remain in much the same
state now as when originally constructed; such are
Billing's Mound in Northamptonshire, and Pleshey in
Essex. Others, at Oxford, "Warwick, and Tonbridge,
have been incorporated with later fortifications. The
word don or ton in Saxon denotes a town; and burig
a fort, from whence we derive the present name of
Tonbrigge or Tonbridge.
These mounds were originally protected with a
* Boy's Military Antiquities; Historia de Castris, ed. by P.
A. Schilius; Smith's Dictionary of Antiquities, art. Oastra; Dr.
Bruce's History of the Roman Wall,
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wooden stockade on the top, which was reached by a
wooden bridge and a narrow stepped path, while the
fosse was protected with "praustas sudes" as Csesar
calls them, driven in below high-water mark. From
such a position the garrison would have the control of
the whole of the river and country adjacent; and from
the top they could by beacon light warn the neighbouring oppida of approaching danger, or obtain
needful reinforcement. The Tonbridge mound at the
base is about 267 yards in circumference, tapering
with an angle of 38° to 83 yards at the top, which is
about 65 feet above the river level. The mound con-.
tains some 35,000 cubic yards of earth, which must have
cost much time and labour in those early times with
the imperfect means at hand to form so large a structure. At the present time such a mound would cost
about £1750. These mounds are not perfectly circular, but generally are slightly oval in plan, and
fortified with a stockade.
In Anglo-Saxon times, and under the Heptarchy,
the primitive abaltis was replaced by a substantial
stone wall (to some extent the result of previous
Roman civilization), such as that which Ida is said to
have erected A.D. 547, when "he builded Bamborough,
which was first surrounded by a hedge, and afterwards
with a stone wall."*
Although these forts were a great improvement,
they were still but a poor and insufficient barrier
against the oft-repeated raids of the Danes. In the
time of Archbishop ^Elfric, A.T>. 999—
" An army landed in Kent,f which went up along the Medway to
Rochester; and the Kentish men came down and met them, and
* J. Stevenson's CTiwch ZKstorims of England, vol. ii., part i., p, 9,
t Ibid., p. 79.

TONBRIDGE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS.

15

there stoutly joined battle ; but, alas! they too quickly yielded and
fled for want of support. And the Danish men had possession of
the place of carnage, and they took horse and rode whithersoever
they would."
When William the Norman landed at Pevensey they were
equally unable to oppose his advance after the fatal defeat at Battle.
RlCHABD FiTZ GILBERT alias DE TONBKIDGE.

Amongst the number of nobles who accompanied "William and
assisted in his conquest of England were three of his own blood
relations—his half-brother Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, subsequently
created Earl of Kent; and the two sons of Gilbert Crispin,*
Comte de Brionne, whose father, Geoffery, Comte d'Eu, was the
natural son of the first Richard, Duke of Normandy. The two Fitz
Gilberts, Richard and Baldwin, being conspicuous for their bravery
in the field, were liberally rewarded by the Conqueror with grants
of honours and lands. Richard was at first rewarded with the
Manor of Benfieldf in Northampton; whence, says Dugdale, but
quite erroneously, he was called " de Bienfaite." Richard was
appointed, conjointly with William de Warren, Chief Justice in
England, and appears to have successfully fought against and subdued the Earls of Hereford, Northumberland, and Norfolk, when
they rose in rebellion against the king. When Domesday Book was
compiled, A.D. 1086, we find Richard Fitz Gilbert's name entered as
Richard de Tonbridge, from the possessions he had then acquired
in Kent in exchange for others which he had held in Normandy.
The following account of this 'transaction is given by Robert de
Monte in his History of King Henry I.:
"From remote times this fortress! (the Castle of Brionne) was
one of those in which the Dukes of Normandy had a residence, and
kept it in their own hands, with the sole exception that the second
Richard had given it to Count Geoffry, his natural brother, and
his son Count Gilbert had held it after him; but when he was slain
it had reverted into possession of the Dukes of Normandy. Roger
the son of Richard (Fitz Gilbert) laid claim to that castle on the
ground that it had been formerly held by his grandfather, Count
G-ilbert
There are many old people who say that Roger's
father, Richard Fitz Gilbert de Tonbridge, had long ago received the
* Dugdale's Baronage, pp. 206, 207.
t Dug., Ear., p. 206. Baker's Northampton, vol. i., p. 7. 6 William I.

| J. Stevenson's CMvralt, Historians of England,, vol. v., part i., p. 14
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town of Tonbridge, in England, in exchange for this same castle;
for they say that the leuga of Brionne, in the first instance, was
measured round with a line, and that the same line was carried
across into England, where it enclosed the same quantity of ground
which formed the leuga of Tonbridge; so that the district (or
lowey) of Tonbridge embraces the same number of miles as that of
Brionne."
From this statement it would appear that the town and lowey
of Tonbridge was then of sufficient importance for Eichard Eitz
Gilbert to give up for it his claim to one of the royal castles of Normandy. Brionne is situate in the department of Eure, on the
banks of the Keille, between Bee and Pont Audemer, in a beautiful
country full of historical interest. The remains of a castle are still
to be seen at Brionne.
At the famous meeting, held on Penenden Heath in A.D. 1070, we
find recorded the name of Eichard de Tonbridge.* The exchange of
Brionne for Tonbridge had therefore been effected prior to this.
In 1086, when the survey recorded in Domesday Book was completed, Eichard de Tonbridge was possessed of Hailing, Barming,
and other lands in the parishes of Ashe, Aylesford, Beckenham,
Cooling, Eynesford, Erindsbury, Earningham, Leybourn, Meophatn,
Milton, JSTorthfleet, Lullingstone, Otford, Southfleet, Swanscomb,
and "Wrotham, all in Kent; besides these, he held no less than
thirty-eight lordships in Surrey, thirty-five in Essex, three in
Cambridge, one in Hereford, sixteen in Wilts, one in Devon, and
ninety-five in Suffolk; and, in addition to the before-mentioned
lands, he held thirteen burgages in Ipswich, of which Clare was one
—hence we find him described as Eichard de Clare.f
THE NOBMAN CASTLE.
At this time Tonbridge Castle presented an entirely different
aspect from that which it afterwards assumed. The mound, to which
I have before alluded, was crowned with a substantial stone fortress,
strengthened at regular intervals with buttresses, and embattled
with a stone parapet. The interior buildings were covered with a
vaulted stone roof, and served as a platform for the defence.
Light and air were obtained from a small circular opening in the
centre, which was left uncovered for this purpose; similar to that
of the Eound Tower at Windsor Castle, which was enlarged by
* Thorpe's Reg. Zqff., pp. 28, 33.

f Camden, Britamia (P. Holland's folio, 1610), p. 463.
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William II., and raised to an additional height by Q-eorge IV. One
low semi-circular doorway,* with Norman shafts, caps, and bases,
gave access to the interior, which was approached by a short flight
of steps. 'A wooden bridge, supported on stone piers, formed a
narrow roadway across the moat, beyond which a space of about
two acres was enclosed with a stockade, fosse, and rampart.
The building of the keep was only one story in height,
strengthened with buttresses at regular intervals. The parapet
was embattled, and a low parapet ran round inside, the offices
being underneath, while the centre was reserved for light and air.
THE CASTIE BESIEGED AND CAPTURED A.D. 1088.
No sooner had William Eufus succeeded to the throne of
England, than a dispute arose between him and his brother Bobert,
to whom a larger part of the Normans, at the head of whom was
Bishop Odo,f attached themselves. Odo and his followers marched
into Kent pillaging the vills, and, having fortified Eochester,
placed Gilbert Ktz Eichard in command at Tonbridge, while he
himself retired to Eochester, and sent messengers to Eobert to
invite him over. William at once assembled an army, intending to
march to Eochester, where he heard that the rebels were assembled
in force. But finding that the castle of Tonbridge held out, he
besieged it, and after two days forced Gilbert, who was wounded,
to surrender, together with his father Eichard de Tonbridge, who
is said to have been with him. Placing the castle in charge of a
guard, he accepted the fealty of the inhabitants, and started for
Eochester; but finding that Odo had fled to Pevensey, he turned
his steps thither.
Other accounts state that the castle was destroyed; this is
improbable, or he could not have garrisoned it before leaving; and
on the surrender of the castles at Pevensey and Eochester, Odo and
his friends fled into Normandy.
Eichard de Tonbridge and Baldwin his brother were afterwards taken prisoners at Oourci in Normandy, and, according to
* The cap of one of the Norman columns was lying on the ground near the
top of the mound some ten or twelve years since; it has, however, now
disappeared; but its fellow was found embedded in the foundation of some old
building at Perox Hall, and may now be seen on the lawn.
• t Florence of Worcester, in Stevenson's Oh. Sist. of Engl., vol. ii., parti.,
p. 309.
VOL. XVI.

C

18

TONBBIDGE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS.

Dr. Fleming,* Eichard died in captivity about A.D. 1091. Dugdalef
erroneously tells us that he was slain in an ambush in South Wales,
in the reign of Henry I.
By his wife Eohais,J daughter of "Walter Gifford, Earl of
Buckingham, Eichard de Tonbridge left five sons and one daughter.
Of the sons, Robert married Matilda the daughter of Simon, Count
of Humard; Eichard entered the monastery at Bee; Walter (who
founded Tintern Abbey) and Eoger both died without issue; and
Gilbert Fitz Eichard de Tonbridge married Adeliza, daughter of
the Count of Claremont.§
Gilbert obtained the greater part of his father's lands in
England, and is said to have resided frequently at Tonbridge. He
allowed himself to get entangled in a conspiracy with Eobert de
Mowbray, Earl of Northumberland, to assassinate the King by
laying in wait for him as he passed through a wood; but, repenting
of the part he had taken, he besought the King's pardon and
prevented the mischief. On another occasion he took part in the
rebellion of Eobert, Earl of Morton. |j
Gilbert Fitz Eichard, who married the daughter and heiress of
the Count of Claremont, had by her four sons, Eichard de Clare,
Gilbert de Clare, Walter, and Eobert. Gilbert de Clare was surnamed the Strongbow, and in the 10th of Henry I. he besought the
King to give him lands in Wales (Cadogan ap Bletliyn), and he
soon induced the inhabitants of that country to surrender. Here
he built two castles,lf and made raids on the lands of his uncles
Eoger and Walter; he was subsequently created Earl of Pembroke.
Strongbow had nothing to do with Tonbridge Castle.
Eichard de Clare, brother of Gilbert the Strougbow, became
possessed of Tonbridge Castle, and married a sister of Ealph, Earl
of Chester.** He in A.D. 1124 translated the monks from his castle
at Clare to St. Augustine's Church at Stoke, and bestowed a rent
out of Baldock in Bedfordshire on the Knights Templars. He also
founded and endowed the Priory of St. Mary Magdalene at Tonbridge for monks of the Order of St. Augustine.ft He is described
* Dr. I. P. Fleming's Tonbridge Castle, p. 10.
t Dugdale, Bar., p. 207.
J Stevenson's C%. Hist, of jBngl., vol. v., part i., p. 32.
§ lUd,
|| Dugdale, Baronage, p. 207.
IT Camden, Britannia, p. 462.
** Stevenson's Ch. Hist., vol. v,, part i., pp. 32 and 84.
ft Dugdale, 'Ban-., p. 210. Dugdale, Mon,, vol. ii,, p. 258. Arch. Cant.,
Vol. XIV., p. 327.
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as " being a man remarkable for his singular excellence, the hereditary possessor of lands and castles innumerable. He entered into
treaty with the chief men in Wales for the performance of certain
duties for which he held hostages, and had so brought the country
to a state of peace and fertility, which contrasted most favourably
with England."
" Having made a request to the King of some importance, and
meeting with a direct refusal, he retraced his steps into "Wales,
attended by a large retinue, with the intention of waging war
against him, when he fell into an ambush of those very Welshmen,
and was lamentably slain on the 17 th of the Kalends of May. His
body was carried to G-loucester and honourably buried in the
chapter-house of the brethren A.D. 1136."*
Amongst many bequests, he gave xxs per annum to the monks
of Lewes, from the Tolls of Tonbridge for eight days preceding the
Eeast of St. Pancras. His wife, sister of the Earl of Chester, after
his death, fled for refuge to one of his strongest castles, where she
suffered great straights for some time ; until Milo, the governor of
the city of G-loucester, by the command of the King, made his way
over mountains and through forests, and gallantly rescued her.
Richard de Clare, by this lady, the sister of Ralph, Earl of
Chester, left two sons, Q-ilbert and Roger. Gilbert took part in
the wars of King Stephen, and some confusion consequently arises
between this Q-ilbert and his uncle Q-ilbert the Strongbow.f From
Robert de Monte we learn that the younger Gilbert died without
issue in 1152, and was buried in the cell at Clare which Gilbert,
his grandfather, had given to the monks of Bec.J His brother
Roger succeeded him.
When Thomas Becket had been consecrated Archbishop of
Canterbury he proceeded to carry out his favourite scheme of
restoring and reducing to their primitive state " those rights and
dignities of the Church of which the civil power had deprived her."§
" He demanded from the King the restoration of the lordship of
the Castle of Rochester, and of the Tower of Saltwood and Hethe ;
* Stevenson's Oli. Hist., Florence of Worcester, vol. ii., part i., p. 350.
t Dugdale, Bar., p. 210.
J E. de Monte. Stevenson's Oh. Hist., vol. iv., part ii., p. 732. A note gives
the date as 1153. Dugdale (p. 210) says 1151.
§ Gervase's History of tie ArclMsJiops of Canterbury. Stevenson's Ch.
Hist., vol. v., part \., p. 331.
c 2
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also the land of "William de Eos ;* a service of seven knights; and
other things of the same sort. He demanded from the Earl of
Clare the homage of the Castle of Tonbridge, with the district
adjacent, which is commonly styled the bailie. Hence it came to
pass, says the historian, that many persons prejudiced the mind of
the King against him."t Prom this we may infer that Eoger had
failed to do homage on Becket's enthronization.
The rights for which Archbishop Becket contended were shortly
after his death restored to the See of Canterbury, and Archbishop
Hubert,f the Chancellor of King John, regained the homage of the
Earl of Clare for Tonbridge Castle, and other rights which had
been lost.
Eoger, Earl of Clare, Lord of Tonbridge, died in 1173. He
married Matilda, daughter of James de St. Hillary, and left one
son named Eichard, who was Earl of Clare, Gloucester, and Hertford, and died A.D. 1207. He left by his wife Amicia,§ daughter
and sole heiress of the Earl of Gloucester, one daughter, Eose,
who married Eoger de Mowbray, and one son, Gilbert, who married
his third-cousin, Isabella, one of the five daughters and coheirs of
William le Marshall, Earl of Pembroke. The young Earl Gilbert
attended the conference of barons and nobles held at Bury St.
Edmuuds|| against King John, for the purpose of demanding a confirmation of their rights and privileges, which ultimately resulted
in the concession of Magua Charta at liunnymede. John sought
to evade this by procuring a bull from the Pope anathematizing
the barons ; and one Ealcasius was instructed by him to seize the
Castle of Tonbridge, on the King's behalf, which he did in December
1215. Nor was the castle restored to its rightful owner until after
the death of King John. In 1200 Hugh de Pecham was constable
of the castle, and of him oue1[ Eustace Eitz William complained
to King John in April A.D. 1200 that he had been taken and imprisoned by force five days in Tonbridge Castle, and despoiled of
his goods and chattels to the value of vij marks.
* Tithes of bis land in "Wrotham were given by Geoffrey de Eos to the
monks of St. Andrew's, Eoohester. Hasted, vol. v., p. 18.
f Gervase's History of the Archbishops in Stevenson's Chwrch Hist, of Engl.,
vol. v., part i., p. 331.
\ Gervase's History of the Archbishops, ibid., pp. 345, 346. A.D. 1200.
§ Dugdale's Baronage, p. 211.
|| Lambard, 422-3; Fleming, p. 14; Holinshed, vol. ii., p. 368.
tf Farley's Weald of Kent, vol. i., p. 381.
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Gilbert, Earl of Gloster and Hertford, in 1230* accompanied
King Henry III. into Brittany, with a large army commanded by
Otho, Earl Marshal, and the Earl of Chester, to invade the territory of King Lewis of France, where he died within that year.
By his wife Isabella, Gilbert leftf three sons, Richard, "William,
and Gilbert, and three daughters, Arnicia, Agnes, and IsabellaIsabella married Eobert de Bruce, and Amicia became the wife of
Baldwin de Eedvers, Earl of Devon. Earl Gilbert was succeeded
in his estates and honours by Richard, at that time only eight years
of age, who, being in the King's wardship, was given in charge to
Sir Peter de Roches,J Bishop of Winchester. At the same time
the King gave the cu'stody of the Castle of Tonbridge into the
hands of Hubert de Burgh, who was appointed Chief Justiciary,
and afterwards Earl of Kent.
The arrangements made by the King for the wardship of Richard
de Clare, and the custody of the castle, appear to have given
umbrage to the Archbishop,§ who (circa, A.D. 1230) made a formal
complaint to the King that the Chief Justiciary had, on the death
of the late Earl, seized the Castle and Lowey of Tonbridge, which
he claimed as a fief of the archbishopric. To this the King replied,
that the wardship of right belonged to him, and it was his prerogative to dispose of it as he might think fit. This answer displeased the indignant prelate, who proceeded forthwith to excommunicate the wrongful detainers of the lands ; then he set out to
carry his complaint to Rome. Upon this the King and the Earl
of Kent sent proctors to Gregory IX., who consented to act as
arbitrator in the matter between them, and gave his award in
favour of the Archbishop. Although the primate hastened back,
he was not permitted to enjoy his triumph; he was taken ill on
the way, and died A.D. 1231.
In 1237 Richard de Clare, the young Earl of G-loucester, was
espoused to Matilda, || the daughter and sole heir of John de Laci,
or Santhia,^" Earl of Lincoln; and two years afterwards his mother,
Isabella, departed this life (A..D. 1239), and was buried at Beaulieu.
Her heart was enshrined at Tewkesbury, and her bowels buried at
Missenden, Bucks. In the following year Richard came of age,
* Eobert of G-loucester, Stevenson's Oh. Bist., vol. v., part i., p. 354.
t Dugdale, Sat:, p. 211.
J Bobert of Gloucester, Stevenson's Qli. Hist., vol. v., part i., p. 354.
§ Farley's WeaU, vol. ii., p. 68.
|| Dugdale, Bar., pp. 211, 212.
IT Robert of Gloucester, Stevenson's Oh. Hist., vol. v., part i., p. 357.
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and was taken out of ward. In 1241* his son GKlbert was born
and in 1246 his son Bevis.

ERECTION OF THE EXISTING- CASTLE.
At this period of our history, viz. during the
earlier part of Earl Richard's life, it is probable that
extensive additions were made to the external
defences of the castle, either by Hubert de Burgh,
in his capacity of guardian, or by the young Earl of
Clare, on his coming of age. To prevent further
encroachments on the part of the Archbishops of
Canterbury, the circular castle or donjon was converted into a Norman fortress, after the model of
those first constructed in Normandy by Richard I.,
such as Roche Guyonf and Chateau Gaillard. Up
to this date the earlier Saxon or Danish forts, such
as Oxford, Windsor, Warwick, Tonbridge, had retained their circular form, being simply strengthened
with a rampart and fosse; while the Norman castles,
such as London, Rochester, Colchester, and others,
erected immediately after the Conquest, were of more
imposing pretensions, and square in plan. The system
now introduced was to retain the earlier donjon or
keep as part of more extensive defences, by making
a strong port! or entrance, flanked with semicircular
towers, carrying a curtain wall or covered way to
communicate with the mound, and continuing the
wall round the irregular area of the outer ballium,
flanked at the angles with bastions. In the case of
Tonbridge, the water was carried round the mound,
* Robert of Gloucester, Stevenson's Gh. Hist., vol. v., p. 358.
t Viollet le Duo, Diet, de I'ArcMteature, vol. iii., pp. 81, 96, vide Chateau.
£ Rookingham Castle in Northamptonshire is singularly like that of
Tonbridge, both in configuration and port defences, and is of the same date.
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passing under the wall through an arched opening
below the water level. By this means the moat
might, if needful, be rendered available for the defence
of the keep.
It will be seen by a reference to the Plans that
the walls of the port are splayed off at the outer
angles, so as to throw off missiles at an obtuse angle.
The port was further'strengthened by a drawbridge,
passing over the moat, and a heavy portcullis, raised
by counter weights. In the groining over the entrance, square openings were left for the emission of
boiling oil, pitch, or other means of defence, should
the assailants succeed in getting so far.
The foundations of the port spring direct from a
bed of sandstone rock, without footings; the lower
portion of the interior is filled in, solid, with earth
and stones; and there is a low arched donjon, to be
used either as a prison or for stores, below the ground
level.
In the central passage-way are two arched openings, further protected with stout door and portcullis,
leading direct into the guard-rooms, from which
winding stone stairs led in the rear to the several
floors. The risers being over ten inches in height
make the ascent rather laborious. The ground rooms
are each lighted from narrow openings, 2| to 3 inches
wide externally, expanding with splayed reveals to
form a convenient bay inside.
On the first floor there are three divisions. From
the central one the portcullis was worked, and there
were kept stores for the siege; it also served as a passage of communication between the adjoining chambers, each of which had similar openings for light,
and a good weathered chimney-opening in each; in
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one of these the iron dogs still remain. The righthand room opens on to a passage leading to the stairs,
and by a side door to a covered way, and ascending
steps to the keep. There are also stone latrines by
the side, which discharge into the moat. The construction of the narrow window-openings deserves
attention; we there see the skilful way in which light
was admitted, without exposing those within (see plan
and section). Should an arrow or crossbow-bolt pierce
the slit, its further course would be checked by striking directly against the inner discharging arch, and
it would drop harmlessly on the sill of the window.
The upper floor or third story forms a noble
apartment or hall, 62 feet long by 28 feet wide, and
15 feet high. Pour narrow slits give a view of the
country outside; while on the inside, overlooking the
ballium, are two handsome and well-proportioned twolight windows with mullions and tracery. They stand
one on either side of a substantial weathered chimney
opening. The windows are provided with stone seats
in the opening of the bay, which is formed out of the
thickness of the wall.
From this apartment there was an arched opening
on either side, communicating with the circular stone
stairs which gave access to it, and which were continued up to the roof. On the left-hand side, opening
out of a narrow passage, a door led direct on to the
covered way, or flank wall, protected by two buttresses;
as was also the door of the lower story. As this wall
was not enfiladed or protected like the one on the
side of the keep, it was carried 11 feet higher.
The floors and roofs were formed of timber; the
solid beams were 12 inches square, as appears by the
opening now remaining in the walls, where their ends
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were inserted. The roof was slightly trussed, and
covered with lead, forming a terrace, and protected
with a crenelated parapet. The stairs were not carried
higher than the roof; hut they were probably covered
by a conical roof, as shewn in the illustration.
The door on the second floor, opening on to the
covered way to the keep, was not less than 50 feet
from the bottom of the moat, which probably held
some 5 or 6 feet of water. The sides of the wall are
stepped and battered, as they rise out of the mound,
and formed a secure passage-way from the port to the
keep. The keep was entered by a round arched
Norman doorway, the caps of which we have before
mentioned. On the south-west side of the keep a
similar doorway led on to another covered way, which
led down to the south wall on the river, where it was
no doubt intended to have terminated in a bastion.
Of this wall or bastion no visible remains exist.
Along the south wall, or river front, were the domestic
buildings, and the remains of a stone staircase and
culverts from the latrines still exist. On the southeast there was also a bastion which, falling into decay,
was probably rebuilt by one of the Staff ords, and so
was called the Stafford Tower. This commanded the
approaches to the bridge and the town. Halfway
between this and the port was a chapel, in another
bastion facing east. Of this no remains exist; nor
did they in Hasted's time. Mr. King saw some of
the remains of the piers supporting the drawbridge,
which crossed the moat; and he also mentions a water
tower which stood on the south-west, so as to command the sluices and weir. *
* Arohceologia, vol. vi.3 pp. 273-290.
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The testimony of the masonry and details of the
stonework are, in my opinion, quite sufficient to justify
one in ascribing the existing remains to this date
(A.D. 1220-40). Had the work been earlier, we should
have seen the round-headed windows with which one
is familiar, either at B/ochester or Colchester; had it
been later, it would have partaken of the Edwardian
character, in which it is entirely wanting. Added to
this, we have it on the authority of Lambard* that
Henry III. in 1259f gave permission to Richard de
Clare to wall and embattle his town of Tonbridge.
" Claudare muro et circumvallare," to enclose both
the town and castle with a wall, and so unite the two
for one common purpose. It would have been clearly
of little use to fortify the town without first properly
providing for the exigences of the castle.

THE TOWN DITCH on DYKE.
The remains of the fosse then constructed is even
now clearly to be traced; as may be seen from the
accompanying plan, it is over 950 yards in length.
Commencing from a small stream on the west of the
castle (marked A on plan), it ran in a north-easterly
direction for a distance of 330 yards up to the town
gate (B), where the port-reeve's dwelling stood. There a
bridge crossed the fosse, and led direct into the London
Road. From thence it ran down Bordyke (probably
Broad-dyke or Boro-dyke), bending round to the southeast until it was again crossed by a bridge and gate,
called the postern (c), a distance of 330 yards, and,
continuing south, terminated with a bastion (D); the
* Page 424.
t Hasted, vol. v., p. 208, gives the year as 1260.
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circular mound on which it was to have been completed is in the grounds, in the rear of an old building
called Lyons, and was continued to the river. From
the bastion it ran parallel to the river up to the castle
wall (E) and the town bridge. The total area enclosed
is over 35 acres (exclusive of the castle, which occupied an area of 6| acres). The depth of the fosse
varies according to the levels of the ground from
10 to 20 feet. Parallel to the river the fosse is incomplete, and it appears to have been the intention of the
projectors to have completed this portion with a wall
only, as the ground here is meadow, and capable of
being flooded with water.
THE EARL'S FEES AS CHIEF STEWARD OF THE PRIMATE.
The wealth and possessions of Richard de Clare, Earl of Q-loucester and Hertford, at this time may be estimated by the fact,
that in A.D. 1246 he paid Aid in other counties for three hundred
and four and a half Knights' Fees* (besides Aid for twelve and a
half Fees in Kent)f on the marriage of the King's daughter
Margaret with the King of the Scots. J
The dispute between the King and the Archbishop appears to
have passed away quietly on the death of Archbishop Wethershed,
as on the enthronization of his successor, Boniface,§ the Earl was
present at the ceremony in his capacity of High Steward and Chief
Butler to the Archbishop, accompanied by a numerous retinue,
when he did service for Tonbridge Castle, the Lowey, and Hadlow,
the manors of Filston, Horsmunden, Meletune, and North Pettes,
for four Knights' Fees, and for the manor of Brasted, together with
others in the diocese of Canterbury.
It was also settled that for the future the Earls should receive
* Hasted, vol. v., p. 206. Dugdale's Baronage, i., 212.
f Beg. Ck. Oh. Canterbury Charter, 177.
$ On the occasion of the marriage of Isabella, the sister of Henry III., to
the Emperor Frederick, the Aid paid for each fee was two marks or £1 6s. 8d.;
in the latter instance it was 20 shillings.—Arch, Qantiaw, Vol, X.s pp. 108,104
§ Hasted, vol. v., pp. 206-209.
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for their services as Steward* 7 robes of scarlet, 30 gallons of wine,
50 Ibs. of wax, as well as livery of hay and corn for 80 horses for
two nights, together with the silver dish and silver salt-cellar which
should be set before the Archbishop at the first course. On his
departure the Earl was to have entertainment at the cost of the
Archbishop at his nearest manors by the four quarters of Kent
where the Earl might choose (ad sanguinem minuendum), so that the
Earl did not bring with him more than 50 horses. For the office of
Chief Butler his fee was to be 7 robes of scarlet, 20 gallons of
wine, 50 Ibs. of wax, with livery of hay and oats for 60 horses for
»two nights.
Eichard, Earl of Gloucester, died in 1262, and was succeeded
by his son Gilbert, surnamed Eufus, who at once proceeded to
Q-uienne to be invested with his father's possessions. Mr. Furleyf
mentions that, by an Act passed in the reign of Henry III., on the
death of every Earl holding in chief of the Crown by Knight's
Service, his heir, being of full age, should have relief on the payment
of a fine of £100. Now if this fine was enforced on such an one as
the powerful Earl of Gloucester, Hertford, and Clare, holding such
castles as Tonbridge, Aberystwith, Morlais, Haverford, with Cardigan, Pembroke, Caerphilly, and others, it must have proved a
heavy and grievous burden, and may have had some share in moving
him to join Simon de Montfort and the other confederated Barons,
in opposing what might be considered the encroaching rights of
the Crown. On the King requiring the Barons and principal
Knights to swear allegiance to him and Prince Edward in 1264,
Gloucester^ refused, and, withdrawing himself from Court, was
joined by the Earl of Leicester at Oxford, where they proceeded to
ravage the lands of all who refused to join their ranks.
At the siege of Eochester, in the same year, when Earl Simon
had forced the bridge over the Medway, destroying with fire the
barricades which had been erected, and succeeded in entering the
city, the Earl of Gloucester and his men assaulted and entered it
from the other side. They slaughtered the unfortunate inhabitants, and many valuable charters and muniments in the Church
of Eochester and the Prior's Chapel were destroyed. The next
day the Barons took the outer bailee of the castle, and Earl
Warren and his men retired into the castle-keep, where they
* Beg. Ch. Oh. Cant. Charter, 177.
f Eurley, vol. ii., part i., p. 108.
\ Robert of Gloucester, Stevenson's Churoh Historians, vol. v., p. 867.
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stoutly defended themselves for seven days. Then Earl Simon and
the Barons, hearing that the King was hastening to the rescue,
dispersed and fled, whereupon the King* hastened on to Tonbridge,
where he captured the castle, and with it Alicia, Countess of
Gloucester, daughter of G-uy his half-brother. Hastedf ascribes
this to Prince Edward, and further states that the town was burnt
and the Countess set at liberty, while the castle was garrisoned by
twenty bannerets of the King's forces.
In 1264, while the King was engaged in reducing a party of
the Barons, who had entrenched themselves in the Isle of Ely,
Gloucester, who was recruiting on the borders of Wales, raised
an army, and marching to London entered the city, where many of
the Londoners were favourable to his cause, and summoned Otho,
the Pope's legate, who was then residing in the Tower, to surrender.
On his refusal, Gloucester^ cut off the supplies of the garrison, and
proceeded to throw up earthworks in the hope of reducing them
to a speedy surrender. "Whereupon the King and the Prince,
joining their forces together at Windsor, marched towards London
with an army of 3000, and invested the city on all sides for six
weeks, while a fleet of Gascons, commanded by the Earl of
Bologne, arrived in the Thames to co-operate with him. This so
straitened the Earl of Gloucester and the Londoners that they
were induced to listen to mediation by the King of the Romans,
and finally withdrew, leaving the King and Prince peaceably to
enter into the city, and relieve the garrison at the Tower. §
This event was followed by the battle of Lewes, in which the
young Prince, then in his twenty-fifth year, took no unimportant
part. The King yielded himself to Gloucester, and the Earl of
Cornwall was also taken prisoner. All matters in dispute were
referred to six umpires. Prince Edward, who generously gave
himself up in order that his father might be released, was sent
under the care of his former friend De Montfort to Dover Castle.
Leicester's power was, however, on the wane. The Earls of Derby
and Gloucester were disgusted to find that the Earl of Leicester
appropriated to his own use a great part of the revenues of the
kingdom, as well as those received as ransoms from prisoners, which
Gloucester expected to have shared. This, together with the pride
* Parley, vol. ii., p. 83.
t Vol. v., p. 209.
| Matthew of Westminster, pp. 345-347, sub anno 1267.
§ Bailey's Tower of London, p. 22.
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and arrogance of the younger De Montforts, induced the Earl of
Gloucester to listen to the overtures of Eoger Mortimer for the
King's release, as well as that of the Prince, who was then under
the care of his custodians at Hereford. This was effected by
Gloucester finding him a fleet horse, which he mounted, after having
tired his own and those of his attendants in previous races.* Thus
he was enabled to outstrip his keepers. He fled to a wood, and was
joined there by Gloucester and Mortimer, with all the forces they
could muster. The cities of Gloucester and "Worcester soon fell
into their hands, and, as their forces daily increased, they were soon
in a position to give battle to De Montfort and the Barons. The
battle of Bvesham was the result. Having just captured at
Kenilworth the banners of twenty knights of fame, the Prince
ordered them to be displayed in front of his troops, and although
De Montfort had himself practised this stratagem at the battle of
Lewes, he himself was now deceived—nor was it until the Earl's
barber having ascended the tower at Evesham, cried out,. "I see
the Prince's banner in the van, the Earl of Gloucester's and Roger
Mortimer's on the flanks," that he realised his mistake. Then,
perceiving the force to be vastly superior, he cried, " May the
Lord have mercy on our souls, for our bodies are the Prince's."t
The services rendered by the Earl of Gloucester to the Prince
and his father led him to expect such rewards as they had not power
to give. "When, therefore, at the solicitations of St. Louis, Prince
Edward consented to join in an expedition to the Holy Land, in
which he was accompanied by his devoted wife Eleanor, he stipulated
that the Earl of GloucesterJ should either accompany or follow him,
and that Tonbridge and one other of his castles should be surrendered
to the King's brother for the due performance of this service. The
Earl, however, managed to evade all trammels by accompanying the
Prince for a short distance only.
His loyalty to the Prince in his absence is worthy of record. It
shews better than anything else his nobleness of heart. On King
Henry's lying in state at Westminster, previous to his sepulture, in
the presence of his nobles, Gloucester boldly stepped forward, and,
laying his hand on the heart of the deceased monarch, swore fealty
to the Prince; an example which was followed by the rest of the
* Stevenson's Gh. Hist., vol. v., part i., Robert of Gloucester, p. 3Y1.
f Ibid., p. 3V4.
J From Robert of Gloucester it would appear that it was Sir Thomas do
Clare who accompanied him. Stevenson's Oh. Hist., vol. v., part i., page 881.
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assembly. On the landing of Edward I. with his Queen at Dover,
on his return from the Holy Land, Gloucester was one of the
first to welcome them. He accompanied them to his castle at
Tonbridge, where he sumptuously entertained them and their retinue
for several days. Ultimately, the Earl of Gloucester having been
divorced in 1285 from his wife Alice, he was married, on the 30th
of April 1290, at the Monastery of the Knights of St. John in
Olerkenwell,* to the youug Princess Joanna, called Joan of Acre,
daughter of King Edward I.
In consequence of this noble alliance he then entailed all his
castles and manors in England and "Wales, including Tonbridge,
Yalding, Brastead, Hadlow, Dachurst, etc., on his issue by her,
and in default to her heirs and assigns for ever, in case she should
survive him.
Two years after this, says Mr. Furley, a complaint was lodged
before the King in Parliament, that the Earl of Gloucester, his sonin-law, had levied open war against the Earl of Hereford in the
district of Brecknock, on which occasion the laws were set at naught,
castles and churches destroyed, and many lives sacrificed. Both
Earls were seized and imprisoned, and their lands escheated to the
Crown for the rest of their lives. They were, however, afterwards
restored to them, on the payment of 10,000 marks by the Earl of
Gloucester, and of 1000 marks by the Earl of Hereford.f
In the year 1293 the Earl officiated as Chief Butler and Steward
at the enthronization feast of Uobert of Winchelsea, Archbishop of
Canterbury.
This noble Earl of Gloucester died in December 1295 at his
Castle of Monmouth, aged 55, and was buried at Tewkesbury,
on the left-hand side of his father Eichard. He left, by his wife
the Princess Joan (who survived him), one son, Gilbert, five years
of age, and three daughters, Eleanor, Margaret, and Elizabeth. J
In one short year after the decease of the Eed Earl, his young
widow contracted a clandestine alliance with Kalph de Monthermer,
a young and handsome Esquire, who had been in the service of the
late Earl, and she requested for him knighthood at the King's hands.
This so displeased the King, her father, that he committed Mont* Furley's Weald of Kent, ii., 222. Camden, quoting from Giraldus, says
that the marriage took place in the Abbey Church of Westminster in the month
of May 1290.
t Furley's Weald, vol. ii., p. 222,
t Dugdale, vol. i., p. 215.
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hermer as a prisoner to Bristol Castle, and seized the estates of
Joan, Countess of Gloucester.
On the eve of the King's departure for the continent, he was so
far prevailed upon by the entreaties of his daughter and the kind
offices of Anthony Beck,* Bishop of Durham, as to release Monthermer, and to take him with him to Inlanders, while he left the
young Edward, Prince of "Wales, at Tonbridge.
Subsequently Monthermer displayed so much valour in the
Scottish wars, that the King restored to him the honor of Tonbridge, and other estates, during the minority of the young Earl of
Gloucester, and created him Baron de Monthermer, by which title
he sat in the Parliament summoned at Carlisle, A.D. 1307.f
It is curious to note that Theobald de VerdonJ also contracted
a clandestine alliance with Elizabeth, one of the sisters of the
young Earl of Gloucester, while residing in Ireland. The King
was so displeased that he committed Verdon also to custody in the
castle at Bristol. He submitted an apology to the King, and by
the assistance of Kalph de Monthermer and Lord Badlesmere was
ultimately released.
Previous to the King's departure for Flanders, as before stated,
with Ralph de Monthermer, Sir Aymer de Valence, and others, he
left the young Prince, then only thirteen years of age, in the
castle of Tonbridge. On the 8th of August, the King, who had
passed through Combewell, Eobertsbridge, and Brede, arrived at
Udimore, whence he issued a rescript addressed§ Edwardo nostro
filio apud Tunbrigge. On the 27th of August, after the King
crossed over to Elanders, his young son, as his lieutenant in
England, delivered the Great Seal to the King's Chancellor in the
Council Chamber of Tonbridge Castle, in the presence of Lord
Eeginald de Grey, Alan Plukenet, Guy Eerre, and Guncelin de
Badlesmere.
The early years of the Prince of Wales were passed in the
company of Piers do Gaveston, a handsome Gascon youth, whom
the King had selected as a friend and companion for his son. At
the instigation of Gaveston, the Prince is said to have broken into
the park and killed some of the deer of Bishop Langton of Coventry,
which offence led to the banishment of Gaveston, and the rustication of the Prince, who passed part of his time in Kent and Sussex.
* Fiirley, vol. ii., part i., p. 223.
f Rot. Par., vol. i., p. 35.

f IUd., note, p. 224; Cam,den, p. 369.
§ Patent Roll, 25 Edw. T., p. 2, m. 6.

TONBRIDGKE CASTLE AND ITS LOKDS.

33

On the death of his father, in 1307, Edward II. lost no time in
recalling his former friend and companion, to whom he gave in
marriage Margaret, second daughter of Gilbert, the Eed Earl,
together with the wardship of the vast estates of his nephew, Gilbert
de Clare, including the manor and castle of Tonbridge. He also
created Gaveston Earl of Cornwall, and appointed him guardian of
the realm when he left England to bring home his young wife
Isabella. These proceedings naturally excited the jealousy of the
barons. To remove Gaveston, he was sent over as Governor into
Ireland, and took with him young Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester. Gaveston was almost as hastily recalled; and a confederacy
of the barons having been formed against him, he was taken in
Scarborough Castle, hastily tried, and executed by the Earl of
"Warwick.
With all his faults, Gaveston was not wanting either in bravery
or affection to his sovereign. He accompanied his young charge,
the Earl of Gloucester, to Scotland in the campaign against Bruce,
which resulted in the disastrous defeat of the English at Bannockburn, where the young Earl fell, pierced with a score of lances.*
This Earl of Clare and Gloucester was buried at Tewkesbury
A.D. 1314, leaving no issue by his wife Maud, daughter of John de
Burgh, whom he married in 1308, as his one son John had died
in early infancy. Thus this Gilbert was the last in the male line
of the Earls of Clare, Hertford, and Gloucester.
Of his three sisters and co-heiresses Eleanor, the eldest, was
married to Hugh le Despencer, who became in her right the next
Earl of Gloucester, and had the Tonbridge estate. Margaret, the
second daughter, on the death of Piers de Gaveston, was married to
Hugh de Audley, jun., who, on the death of Despencer, also became
Earl of Gloucester. Elizabeth,f the third daughter, married, first,
John de Burgh, son and heir of the Earl of Ulster, and retained
the honor and castle of Clare for her portion, from whence she
was better known as the Lady de Clare; after the early death of
De Burgh, she married Theobald de Yerdon, before mentioned ; and,
lastly, Eoger Damory. Prom the years 1313 to 1321 she spent
her widowhood at Clare Castle. She rebuilt and endowed Clare
* Inq. P. Mart. Hugh Despencer, jun., says that the Earl of Clare died on
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, or the 13th of June, in the 7th of
Edward II., of full age. Rot. Par., vol. i., p. 36.
t Dugdale's Baronage, p. 217.
TOL. XVI.
B
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College in Cambridge. Her grandchild by her first marriage,
Elizabeth de Burgh,* inheritedf her possessions, and married
Lionel, sou of King Edward III., who was afterwards created Duke
of Clarence, in whose line the Suffolk estates of Clare afterwards
remained.
The fall of G-aveston and the death of Earl Gilbert led to the
advancement of those favourites of the King, the De Spencers,
father and son. Hugh, the son, was summoned to Parliament
in the 8tb of Edward II., as Earl of G-loucester, having married
Eleanor, eldest daughter of the late Earl. In her right he became
possessed of the manor and castle of Tonbridge, for which he
did homage in the 9th of Edward II., A.D. 1315 (JRot. Par.}. The
appointment of this young Despencer to the office of "Warden of
the Cinque Ports appears to have excited the jealousy of Hugh de
Audley, jun., who had married Margaret, a sister of Despencer's
wife, as well as that of the other associated barons, at the head of
whom stood the Earl of Leicester. It is well known as matters of
history that the Despencers were banished, and ultimately executed.
On the death of young Despencer the Tonbridge estates and
the Earldom of G-loucester passed to Sir Hugh de Audley, husband
of Margaret, second daughter of the Eed Earl of G-loucester, and
widow of Piers de Gaveston, Earl of Cornwall. He had no
sooner taken livery of his lands in 1317, than he obtained the
King's licence to levy tolls in the town of Tonbridge. The following is a translation of the patent granted at Mortlake, 7th day
of April, 1317 : " The King to the bailiffs and trusty men of the
town of Tunbrugge greeting. Know ye that at the request
of our well-beloved and faithful Hugh de Audele, jun., we have
granted to you, in aid of enclosing and also of paving the said
town, that from the day of the malting of these presents until the
end of three years next ensuing, you may take in the said town, of
saleable things coming to the same, the tolls underwritten."
The tolls were levied on such things as grain,;); cattle, hides
(fresh, salt, or tanned), fresh meat, pigs, salmon (fresh or salt),
sheep, goats, hogs, skins (of sheep, goats, lambs, rabbits, and
* Dugdale's Monasticon, vol. i., p. 536.
f The heirs in common of Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester, inherited
sixty-six knights' fees, with which Ms widow was endowed. Inq. P. Mart.
7 Edward II.
f The price of oats sold at Tonbridge 1322 was from 2s. 4d. to 8s. 6d. per
quarter.
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squirrels), cloths, linen, canvas, cloth o£ Ireland, worsted, wine,
honey, wool, iron, lead, tin, wood, herrings, fish, silk, salt, flour,
cheese, butter, and timber, charcoal, nails, horse-shoes, lampreys,
and oil.*
Notwithstanding these concessions, we find that both Audley and
his father sided with the Earl of Lancaster and the rebellious
barons, which resulted in the'capture of Hugh de Audley, jun.,t
at Boroughbridge by the Earls of Kent and Surrey. Although
treated with indulgence on account of his marriage with the King's
niece, a Patent writ was nevertheless issued July 3, 1821, authorising Henry de Cobham to seize the castle and lands belonging to
Hugh de Audley, jun., to the intent that he should answer for it
to the King's Exchequer.J In the following year a second writ§
was issued, calling for an account of the castle, the manor, the
borough, and the chase of Tonbridge. The account mentions that
Alex, de Mowbray was the acting guardian of Tonbridge Castle.
There were found in the castle three carcases of oxen, sixty-two
porkers, and sixteen tuns of red wine; for the use of the chapel
which was on the east side of the port, there were one missal, one
corporal, one rochet, two napkins, one plain chalice of silver, the
gilt lip broken, and one altar cloth. There were four prisoners in
the castle by the command of the King, viz., "William de Hokymere,
John de Bretyndene, John de Valoignes, and John de Bourne.
The account names a certain house which belonged to Thos.
Colepeper, which was wont to be a tavern before 1322, probably
what is now the Chequers Inn. For the fisheries under the castle,
between Eastmede and Westmede, the accountant does not answer,
because no one was wont to fish there save in the presence of the
Earl, nor did they dare fish there without the King's precept.
Two burgesses, one of whom was elected Alderman and the
other Bailiff, received 8d. from the custom dues called Eairpence.
The sub-constable's wages were 6d. a day; the porter and the
gaoler received, each, 2d. a day.
In A.D. 1326 the custody of the castle was committed to John
de Pakenham during the King's pleasure, with a yearly stipend
of £10 for his services, and Henry de Cobham is commanded to
deliver up to him the castle together with the armour and victuals
therein, and Pakenham is commanded to permit the Prior and
* Farley's Weald, vol. ii., p. 296.

$ Fleming's Tonbridge Castle, p. 21.

f Camden, p. 369.

$ Patent Roll, 16 Edw. II.
D 2
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Convent of Tonbridge to have pannage for 120 hogs, and two
sumpter horses daily to carry dead wood for the use of the Convent.*
The forest and wood were, with the Manor of Tonbridge, held of
the Archbishop by the service of acting as Steward at the time of
his enthronization, and were then worth yearly in all issues £80.f
Eobert de Horton and Thomas de Sib thorp were required to
inspect, array, and put in right order, aiiy royal charters, writings,
or muniments in the castles of Pontefract, Tuttebury, and Tonbrigge, by a writ of Privy Seal, July 24, 1323. In the first year of
Edward III., A.D. 1327, Hugh de Audele presented a petition to
Parliament alleging that there were several errors in the late reign,
and praying for restitution, that the castle and estates, then in the
King's hand, might be restored. Some years afterwards, in consideration of his services, and also on account of his wife's descent,
he was summoned to Parliament as Earl of Q-loucester. He died in
1347, leaving, by his wife Margaret (who was buried in Tonbridge
Priory beside her husband), one only daughter and heir, Margaret,
who married Ealph, Lord Stafford, the eldest son of Edmund, Lord
Stafford, by Margaret, a daughter of Ealph, Lord Basset of Drayton.
Toung Stafford, in the seventeenth year of Edward II., being
of age,J did homage for his father's lands, and was created a Knight
of the Bath in the following year, and had his robes and other
accoutrements allowed to him as banneret out of the royal wardrobe.
He joined the expedition into Scotland in the first year of Edward
III.; three years later he took Eoger de Mortimer, Earl of March,
prisoner in Nottingham Castle. In 1336, he again joined the army
in Scotland, Margaret his wife accompanying him. "When serving
with Edward III. in IVance, in 1341, as steward of his household, he was sent by the King on a confidential mission into
England to John Stratford, then Archbishop of Canterbury and
Lord Chancellor.
In 1342 we find him again in Scotland, where he served with
distinction, and obtained substantial recognition of his services.
In the following year, with many others of the nobility, he was
sent by the King to Brittany,§ having in his retinue fifty men-atarms, fifty archers mounted, two bannerets, sixteen knights, and
* Together with one buck to be taken annually by the Lord's Foresters, and
delivered up at the castle-gate.
t Purley, vol. ii., p. 297.
$ Dugdale's Baronage, p. 159.
§ Dugdale's Baronage, p. 159. Close Eolls, 16 Edw. III., p. 2, m. 32, and
in. 21.

TONBEID'GE CASTLE AND ITS LORDS.

37

thirty-one esquires, and for his and their support in this service
fifty-seven sacks of the King's wool were assigned to him.
In this expedition he was besieged by the French army in Vannes,
but managed to escape by the postern, and although afterwards
taken prisoner, was exchanged for Lord Clysson.* Eeturning
from France, he joined his forces with the Earls of Lancaster,
OHoucester, Warwick, and Northampton, was present with them
in Scotland, and assisted in raising the siege of Lough Mabar
Castle. Shortly afterwards we find him engaged in a special mission
to the court of Rome, together with Henry of Lancaster, Earl of
Derby, and other nobles, to advocate the rights of Edward III. to
the crown of France. His administrative capacity appears to have
been equal to his skill as a military commander and diplomatist.
He was sent by the King to the governors of several towns in
Flanders,t in company with Sir "William Trussel, to regulate the
staple of wool and sheepskins, and the current exchange of money
between England and Flanders. In the following year, while Henry
of Lancaster was pressing the siege of Bergerath in Grascony, he
had the command of the fleet and marines at sea. He also took a
prominent part in the siege of Auberoche, and was created seneschal of Aquitaine. In 1347 he was besieged by John, son and heir
of Philip, King of France, in the Gascon town of Aguillon, which,
being but partially fortified and walled in,J he ingeniously barricaded with casks filled with stones, until Prince John, being called
off to assist his father, was compelled to raise the siege. Stafford
sallied out on the retreating army, and took many prisoners ; after
which he effected a junction with the King's forces, and commanded
the van in the great English victory at Cressy. It is to him and
Sir Reginald Cobham that history owes the record of the slain,
which was returned by them and the three heralds who searched
the field, as eleven great princes, eighty bannerets, twelve hundred
knights,-and over thirty thousand men of all arms.§
In 1348 he obtained livery of all the lands which Hugh de
Audley, the late Earl of Gloucester, had held in right of his wife
Margaret, second daughter of the Red Earl. On account of his
military services abroad the usual ceremonies of doing homage were
for the time dispensed with.||
*
f
$
II

Dugdale's Baronage, p. 159.
IUA., p. 160. Rot. Franc., 17 Edward III., m. 3.
Dugdale, Bar., p. 160.
§ Ibid.
Ibid. Rot. Fin., 21 Edward III., m. 8. Pat. 21 Edward III., p. 3, m. 18.
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About this time he was accredited as ambassador to treat with
the Cardinals of Naples and Cleremont, as to the conclusion of
the war between Edward III. and Philippe de Valoys, then assuming the title of King of France. In his retinue was one Mtz
Simonds,* who had by indenture covenanted to serve him in the
wars whenever required so to do, himself accoutred, with four
knights and eight esquires.
On the return of Ralph, Lord Stafford, from this mission, he
obtained the King's licence to fortify and embattle his manor
houses at Stafford and Madeley, and was created a Knight of the
G-arter at the first installation of the order by Edward III. He
was also reimbursed for expenses beyond the seas by a grant of
£573 from the King, whom he agreed to serve at all times during
his life, with sixty men-at-arms, for which a further grant of
600 marks per annum was assigned him from the customs of London
and Boston.
In the year 1352 he was appointed on a commission at York,
together with the Bishop of Durham and the Lords Percy and
Nevill, to settle the terms of peace with Scotland,! on the accomplishment of which he was created Earl of Stafford, and a grant
of 1000 marks per annum was assigned him until lands of a like
yearly value were settled on him.
In the following year he was appointed Captain-General in the
duchy of Acquitaine, with a special commission to provide and maintain for the defence of the duchy 100 men-at-arms, and the like
number of mounted archers, for six months, when the force was to
be doubled at the King's charge during his stay there.
In 1356 he again accompanied the King into Prance, marching
with him to St. Omer, where they thought to have taken the French
King prisoner, but he had previously retreated. While quartered
near Eeynes he himself narrowly escaped capture; as he was
suddenly attacked by Baldwin Bartin and sixty followers, who,
after a stout fight, were routed and Baldwin and others taken
prisoners.
His last military exploit was in Ireland, whither he was sent
with the King's son, Lionel, Earl of Ulster, to make head against
a rebellion there.
After a life spent in the service of his King and country this
remarkable man died 31st August, 46 Edward III., at the age of 67,
* Fabyau's Chronicle, p. 262.

f Dugdale's Baronage, p. 160.
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A.D. 1373. In a contemporary MS., now in the Bodleian,* the following epigram is recorded:
"Eodem anno ultimo die mensis Augusti (1373) obiit nobilissimus Comes Staffordise, Eadulphus nomine, apud Tunbrig, homo
quondam validus, f ortis, audax, bellicosus in armis, strenuus; senio
confectus, longo squallore maceratus."
He was buried in the Priory o£ St. Mary Magdalene, at Tonbridge, f by the side of Margaret his wife, at the feet of her father
and mother.
He was twice married; J first, to Katherine; secondly, to Margaret, daughter and heiress of Hugh de Audele, Earl of Gloucester, by whom he had issue two sons—Ealph, the eldest, who died
in his father's lifetime, having married Maude, daughter of Henry
of Lancaster, Earl of Derby; and Hugh, who succeeded him in
his titles and honours; and also four daughters—1, Beatrix, who
married, firstly, Maurice Fitz Thomas, son and heir of the Earl of
Desmond—secondly, Thomas, Lord Eos of Hamlake—thirdly, Sir
Richard Burley, Knight; 2, Joane, who married John Charleton,
son and heir of Lord Powys; 3, Elizabeth, who married Fouke, son
of Eoger le Strange of Whitchurch, Salop; 4, Margaret, who
married Sir John Stafford, Knight.
Hugh, his only surviving son, then about 28 years of age, succeeded him. Having during the lifetime of his father been attached
to Prince Edward's staff, he was with him in the French wars in
1360, and also in 1364, 65, 67, and 73. In 1374 he accompanied
John, Duke of Lancaster, into Flanders, with eight knights and
ninety-one esquires. In 1376 he served under John de Montfort
in Brittany, and next year took part in the siege of Berwick,
together with Lord NevilJ and others.
In 1381 he accompanied Thomas of "Woodstock, Earl of Buckingham, to Calais ; returning thence, accompanied by his son Ealph,
he joined the King in his expedition into Northumberland. The
young Ealph, who had been in attendance on the Queen, was
barbarously murdered on his way into Scotland, in 1385, by John
Holland, the King's half-brother. This sad event so affected the
father that he threw up his military engagements, and, with the
King's permission, started on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, having
previously made his will, appointing his cousin, Archbishop Courtenay, his brother the Earl of Warwick, and three other friends, to
* Dugdale's Baronage, p. 161. Bod. MS., k. 84, f. 136.
t Hasted's Kent, vol. v., p. 213.
J Dugdale, Bar., p. 161.
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be overseers of his will, to each of whom he left a covered cup
gilt ;* and in the case of bis dying in England, a request that he
might be buried in a plain, and simple manner at Stone Priory.
His coat of mail d'Astere of Naples, his helmet made at Bordeaux,
with a camail d'Astere, and his sword made at Turenne, presented
to him by Sir Ralph Ferrers, he bequeathed to his son Thomas.
Returning from Jerusalem, he reached Rhodes, much enfeebled
in health, and there made a codicil, bequeathing to his sister Lady
Ros a gold ring with a little diamond; to Margaret Nevill, his
daughter, a large gold ring set with a great diamond; to Katherine
de Pole, his daughter, a gold fermail (or brooch) of knots; to Joane,
his daughter, a gold fermail with a heart; to his sister Charlton a
large gold ring with & karrect. Sir William Arundel and Sir
Richard Ludlow witnessed this codieil.j He died at Rhodes on
the 25th of September 1387. His body, agreeably to his request,
was brought to England by his faithful esquire, John Hinkley, and
buried before the high altar at Stone.
He left issue, by Lady Philippa his wife (daughter of Thomas
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick), Thomas, his son and heir, then only
18 years of age, William, Edmund, and Hugh, afterwards Lord
Bourchier in right of his wife; and three daughters, Margaret,
who married Ralph Nevill, first Earl of Westmoreland, Catherine,
who married Michael de la Pole,J and Joane, married to Thomas
Holland, Earl of Kent, and a fourth, who married John, Lord
Ferrers of Chartley. At the time of his death Thomas his sou was
retained by the King under an indenture to serve him for the
present defence of the realm against the French. In the 13th of
Richard II. the agreement was extended to the term of Lord
Stafford's life, and the King released him from paying 3000 marks
due to the King for his marriage.
In 1391 Lord Stafford took livery of his lands, and on the
death of Ralph the last Lord Bassett of Drayton he was found to
bo one of his coheirs.§ He served in the French wars under Thomas
of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, and died shortly after he had
attained the age of 21, A.D. 1393. He was buried at Stone Priory,
beside his father Hugh. Having died without issue by his wife
Anne, daughter of Thomas, Duke of Gloucester, his manors and
lands passed to his brother William, then a minor 14 years of age.
* Du^dalo's Uaronage, p. 162.
% Ibid., p. 102, 13 Kiohard II., p. 2, m. 7,

f Ibid.
§ Ibid., p. 163.
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His lands were by the King placed in the custody of his brother's
father-in-law, Thomas of "Woodstock, Duke of G-loucester, notwithstanding the claim put forward by Archbishop Oourtenay and the
Prior and Canons of Ohristchurch to the Castle of Tonbridge and
the revenues of the manors in Kent. The young heir "William died
on April 6, 18 Eichard II., when the estates passed to his brother
Edmund, then aged 20, who, in 22 Eichard II., married his eldest
brother's widow Anne, daughter of Thomas of Woodstock, and
coheir of Eleanor her mother, one of the daughters and coheirs of
Humphry de Bohun, Earl of Hereford. On Archbishop Courtenay's
death, his successor, Archbishop Arundel, lost no time in making a
formal complaint to Parliament, and, prosecuting his claim with
vigour, obtained on the 8th of March 1397 a decree to this effect:
" The third part of the lands of the said heir [of the Earl of
Stafford], and the issues of the same from the late Archbishop's
death, shall remain to the Prior and Chapter of Canterbury, to be
applied to their own uses; and the remaining two-thirds shall likewise remain in the hands of the Prior and Chapter until the King
shall order to whom they shall be delivered, and that the Castle of
Tonbrigge shall be delivered to the Archbishop without delay, to
remain in his hands until the said heir come of age."*
In the 2nd year o£ King Henry IV., on making proof of his
age,f Earl Edmund had livery of all his father's castles and lands ;
and when his wife's sister, Isabel, entered the convent of the Holy
Trinity at Aldgate in London,! he had also livery of her lands in
right of Anne his wife, and likewise in 4 Heury IV. livery in respect
of the lordship and lands till then held in dower by the widow of
Ealph Bassett, Lord Dray ton.
In 1403 " Sir Thomas Percy, Earl of "Worcester, and Sir Henry
Percy, son and heir unto the Earl of Northumberland^ gathered a
large army on the 21st of July, and met with the King at Shrewsbury, and there gave unto him a cruel battle. In that fight the
said Sir Thomas Percy was taken, and his nephew, the aforesaid
Henry, with many a strong man on their side, was then slain; and
of the King's party, the Prince (Edward) was wounded on the head,
and the Earl of Stafford and many others slain." Lord Stafford left
a wife and one son, Humphrey, then between two or three years of
* Fill-ley's History of the Weald, vol. ii., pp. 365-6. Pat. Roll, 20 Eichard II.,
part ii., m. 2.
•)• Dugdale's Baronage, p. 163.
I Rot. Pin., 3 Henry IV., m. 11.
§ Fabyan's Chronicle, p. 570.
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age, and one daughter, Philippa, who died young. The widowed
Anne afterwards married Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, and
on his decease, John Holland, Earl of Huntingdon. She died
in the 17th of Henry VI., A.D. 1439, and was buried at Lanthony
Abbey.
On Humphrey's attaining the age of 19 he was by indenture
bound to serve the King beyond the seas (9 Henry Y.) for a year
and six months, with ten men-at-arms, himself accounted one, and
thirty mounted archers. He was allowed, for himself 6s. 8d. per
day, 12d. for the men-at-arms, and 6d. for all archers.
In the 2nd of Henry VI., 1424, being then 21 years of age, he
obtained livery of his caatles, manors, and estates, and also those
which he inherited from his uncle, Sir Hugh Stafford, Lord Bourchier.
In 1428* he obtained licence from the King to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and at the same time to receive the rents of his
castles and manors. In the 8th, 9fch, and 10th years of Henry VI.
we find him by indenture covenanting to serve the King beyond
the seas, in his wars against France, with two knights, ninety-seven
men-at-arrns, and 240 archers, being present when he was crowned
King in Paris, and, following his changing fortunes to Calais,
landing with him at Dover on his return, when they were met by a
great company of barons and commoners on Barham Heath, all
clad with red hoods, and conducted to Canterbury, and so on to
Blackheath, where they were received by the Lord Mayor and
citizens.
In 1441 he was appointed Captain of the town of Calais,
and the marches and the tower of Bisbanke,t under indenture to
serve for ten years, bearing henceforth the style of Earl of Buckingham, Stafford, Northampton, and Perch. On the death of Joan,
Countess of Kent, widow of Thomas Holland, Earl of Kent, he was
found to be heir, viz., son of Edmund, Earl of Stafford, brother to
the said Joan.
In the following year, by indenture bearing date 13th February,
at London, he is styledf " the right mighty Prince Humphrey, Earl
of Buckingham, Hereford, Stafford, Northampton, and Perch, Lord
of Brecknock and Holderness, Captain of the town of Calais."
In 23 Henry VI. he was created Duke of Buckingham, and soon
after he quarrelled with the Duke of Warwick as to precedence.
* Dugdale's Baronage, p. 165.
f Poly. Very,, 564, n. 20, 30-40, p. 5.
J Dugdale, Bar., p. 164.
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The matter was referred to the King, whereupon a special act was
passed that they should have precedence by turns each alternate
year during their lives, "Warwick to take the first turn. The
survivor after death to have precedence of the other's heirs. In
28 Henry VI. he was made Constable of Dover and Queenborough
Castles.
The reconciliation which had been effected by the Archbishop
of Canterbury, after the battle of St. Albans, was but a hollow
truce, and the Duke of York soon assembled an army in Wales,
which Somerset and Exeter in vain tried to induce him to disband.
The Duke of "Warwick,* who had been Governor of Calais, suddenly landed at Sandwich, accompanied by Salisbury and the Earl
of March (the eldest son of the Duke of Tork), where they were
met by Archbishop Bourghchier (whose father had married the
Duke of Buckingham's mother)-! Hastening to London, where
Cobham and the Earl of Salisbury remained to overawe Lord Scales,
at that time Governor of the Tower,J the rest marched on with
an army of some 25,000 men and met the King at Coventry.
From thence the King, accompanied by the Dukes of Somerset
and Buckingham, removed, and strongly entrenched themselves at
Northampton. §
The result is thus tersely summed up by Eabyan:||
" Whereupon the Saxon lordes being informed sped them
thitherwards and so y' upon the ix of July (1460) bothe Hostys
there mette and foughte then a cruele battele, but after a long
fight the Victory fell unto the Earl of Salisburie and other lordes
upon his partie. And the Kings hooste was sparbled, and chayssed,
and many of his noble men slayne—amongst which was the Duke
of Buckingham, the Earl of Shrewsburie, the Viscount Beaumond,
Lord Egremond, with many other Knights and Esquires, and the
King taken in the felde."
By his wife Anne,^f daughter of Ralph Nevill, Earl of Westmoreland, Humphry, Duke of Buckingham, had seven sons and five
daughters: 1, Humphry, Earl of Stafford, slain at St. Albans;
2, Richard, who died as a child; 3, Sir Henry Stafford, Knt., who
married Margaret, Countess of Richmond; 4, Edmund; 5, George,
and 6, William (twins) ; and 7, John, Earl of Wiltshire. The five
* Arcluzologia Cantiana, Vol. XI., p. 103.
\ Holinshed, p. 650.
|| Chronicle, p. 636.

t Hasted, vol. xii., p. 428.
§ Holinshed, p. 654.
IT Dugdale, Ear., p. 167.
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daughters were: Anne, who married, 1st, Aubrey de Vere, and 2nd,
Sir Thomas Cobham of Sterboro ; Joan, who married, 1st, William,
Viscount Beaumont, and afterwards Sir "William Knevett of Buckenham ; Elizabeth; Margaret; and Catherine, who married John,
Lord Talbot, third Earl of Shrewsbury.
He was succeeded by his grandson Henry, whose father was
slain on the field of St. Albans, leaving a widow, Margaret, daughter
and coheir of Edmund Beaufort, Duke of Somerset, "and two sons.
With Humphry his brother, the young Duke was committed to the
care of Anne, Duchess of Exeter, by King Edward IV., with an
allowance of 500 marks per annum for their maintenance.*
Dugdale tells us that before he entered into the maelstrom of
political strife, which at that time raged between the Houses of
York and Lancaster, Henry, the young Duke of Buckingham, called
unto him a trusty servant named Pershall, whom he sent secretly
to Richard, Duke of Q-loucester, then in the North. Coming to
him in the dead of the night, he told G-loucester that his master the
Duke was ready to come to his assistance with 1000 friends. The
result, so far as we can gather from the sequel of history, appears
to have been satisfactory to both parties. The reward sought by
the Duke was the Earldom of Hereford, and the ample manors of
his late kinsman, Humphry de Bohun, Earl of Exeter; for this he
was prepared to sacrifice the traditions of his party and place
Gloucester on the throne, f
After the trial of Humphry, Duke of Clarence, for treason, the
Speaker and Commons appeared at the bar of the Upper House
and begged for the immediate execution of his sentence, and
Henry, Duke of Buckingham, J was specially appointed to the office
of High Steward of England for the purpose of seeing it carried
into effect in the Tower of London, 18 February 1478.
After the dispersion of King Edward's forces at Stoney Stratford, his Queen, sought sanctuary in the Abbey at Westminster for
herself and the infant princes. Thither did the Lord Protector send
his trusty servant Buckingham, with the Cardinal Archbishop of
York, to take the children from their mother and send' them to
their uncle, who caused them to be murdered in the Tower. The
* Dugdale's Baronage, p. 167. 4 Edward IV., p. 1, m. 18.
t It is reported that he boasted that he had on his servants as many liveries
of Stafford knots, as the great Eavl of Warwick had of bears and staves.
J Bayley's Tower of London, vol. ii., p. 337.
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Cardinal did not appear to like the task assigned to Mm, and was
thus upbraided by the Duke, to quote the words of Shakespeare :*
" You are too senseless-obstinate, my lord,
Too ceremonious and traditional:
Weigh it but with the grossness of this age,
You break not sanctuary in seizing him.
#
*
*
#
You break no privilege or charter there.
Oft have I heard of sanctuary men;
But sanctuary children, ne'er till now."

Again we find the trusty friend Buckingham addressing the
Mayor and Corporation of London on their deputation to Gloucester
at Barnard's Castle, and in the Guildhall. Haying gained the ear
of the Londoners, in mock humility he and Catesby, the Mayor,
urge Eichard to accept the crown. To which Shakespeare makes
Gloucester reply :f
" Cousin of Buckingham,—and sage, grave men.
Since you will buckle fortune on my back,
To bear her burden, whe'r I will or no,
I must have patience to endure the load."

No sooner is Eichard seated on his throne than Buckingham
reminds the King of his promise to give him livery of all the lands
held by Humphry de Bohun, late Earl of Hereford and High
Constable of England, Yalued at £1084 For which the King
signed a brief less than a month after his coronation. J
Two days afterwards the Duke was appointed High Constable
of England, and Chief Justice and Chancellor of North and South
Wales.
Shortly after this, through some coolness between himself and
Eicliard, he retired to Brecknock in Wales,§ where he and Morton,
Bishop of Ely, then his prisoner there, conferred together with the
treasonable intent of placing Henry, Earl of Eichmond, on the
throne. Eichard, fearing lest the murder of the infant princes
should become known and be fixed upon him, tried to secure
Buckingham with promises, and from these proceeded to threats ;
whereupon the Duke of Buckingham became alarmed, and levied
an army in Wales || (with the promised aid of the Marquis of
Dorset in Yorkshire, Sir E. Courtenay at Exeter, his brother the
* Richm-d III., act iii., scene 1.
J 13 July, 1 Eichard III.
§ Holinshed, pp. 736-37.

t Hid., scene 7.

Dugdale, Bar., pp. 168-9.
|| Ibid., p. 739,
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Bishop in Devon and Cornwall, and Sir Richard Guldeford in Kent)
with the intention of marching upon Richard, who then lay at
Salisbury ; but on arriving at the banks of the Severn the Duke's
crossing was delayed for many days by reason of the floods, during
which time his army melted away. In this emergency he betook
him to the house of Humphry Bannister, one of his retainers in
Shropshire, whom he had brought up ;* Courtney and the rest
flying to Brittany. Richard issued a proclamation offering £1000
for Buckingham's arrest, with strict injunctions to stop his flight
at all the ports. These measures had the desired effect. f Bannister
gave information and surrendered him to the Sheriff of Shropshire,
who conveyed him, disguised as he then was, to Salisbury. Here
he was examined by the King in Council, and on the morrow, without any arraignment of his Peers, the Duke was beheaded in the
market-place at Salisbury.
" Thus Margaret's curse falls heavy on my neck."J
By Katherine his wife, daughter of Richard Widvile, Earl Rivers,
he had issue three sons, Edward, his heir, Henry, afterwards Lord
Wiltshire, and Humphry, who died young. Henry married Muriel,
sister and eventually heiress of John Grey, Viscount Lisle.
The first mention of Edward Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, is
in 1498, when he appeared in arms against the Cornish men who
befriended Perkin Warbeck. In the following year he did homage§
and had livery of all his lands, and in the 24th of Henry VII.
further grants of sundry manors in South "Wales. In 1511 he had
licence to impark 1000 acres of land at his lordship of Thornbury
in Gloucestershire. He was a constant companion of King Henry
VIII. in his revels at Greenwich and Richmond, and on one occasion
declined jousting with him. On another the King gave him a
valuable horse.
In 1519 he entered into covenants with Margaret, Countess of
Salisbury, for marrying Henry, Lord Stafford, his son and heir, to
Ursula Poole, her daughter by Sir Richard Poole, when many
manors, situate in Somerset and Devon, were settled upon the young
couple and their heirs.
In 1519-20 the Duke made great and extravagant preparations
to accompany the King and Cardinal Wolsey to Prance to meet
Francis I. Finding that he had some time to spare he took the
* Holinshed, p. 740.
J Richard in., act v., scene 1.

t KM', P- 744.
§ Pat. Rot., 14 H. 7, p. 1.
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opportunity of visiting his estates in Kent, where he found his
tenants so clamorous against the exactions of his steward or surveyor, Charles Knevet,* that he summarily discharged Knevet, and
wrote asking Sir Edward Nevill to procure for him another bailiff
for Tonbridge.
This so infuriated Knevet that he sought an opportunity of
avenging himself on the Duke. landing a rupture breaking out
between the Duke of Northumberland, Buckingham's father-inlaw, and Thomas, Earl of Surrey, who had married Buckingham's
daughter, Knevet divulged certain conversations respecting the
succession to the crown, f which he stated had been held by his late
master with one Hopkins, a Carthusian Monk of Hinton. The
words were repeated to Wolsey, between whom and the Duke of
Buckingham great jealousy existed, nor were they slow in reaching
the ears of his royal master, who wrote to Wolsey desiring him to
keep watch on Buckingham. The accusation is accurately given by
Shakespeare when the King tells the surveyor (Knevet) to speak
freely, and he replies:J
" First it was usual with him, every day
It would infect his speech, that if the King
Should without issue die, he'll carry it so
To make the sceptre his. These very words
I have heard him utter to his son-in-law,
Lord Aberga'ny, to whom by oath he menaced
Revenge upon the Cardinal."

Letters were sent to the Duke, then residing at his Castle of
Thornbury, in Q-loucestershire, commanding him to appear before
the King. On entering London he was arrested, in bis barge on
the Thames, by Sir Henry Marney, his attendants were dismissed,
and, to the astonishment of all good people, he was led on foot to
the Tower. §
The Duke's accusers were Knevet, Gilbert, and De La Cour,
three members of his own household, and Hopkins of Hinton Priory,
Somersetshire, who is said to have repented of the part he took,
and to have died of grief.
After the depositions had been read over, Buckingham was
removed from the bar, and when again brought in was unanimously
declared guilty of high treason. The ,Duke of Norfolk then with
* Dugdale's Baronage, p. 1VO.
t Ibid,., p. Ifrl.
\ Henry VIII., act i., scene 2. State Trials, vol. i., pp. 190-93.
§ Bayley's Tower of London, vol. ii., p. 355.
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much feeling passed upon him the horrible sentence he should
suffer, to which the unfortunate Duke replied :*
" My Lord of Norfolk, you have said as a traitor should be
said; but I was never one. I nothing malign you for what you
have done to me; but the eternal (rod forgive you my death as I do.
I shall never sue to the King for life; howbeit he is a gracious
Prince, and more grace may come from him than I desire. I beseech
you, my Lord, and all my fellows, to pray for me." After attending
service in the chapel he was led to the scaffold and died calmly,
Aug. 17,1520, amidst the regret of all.
He was buried in the Church of the Austin Eriars, near Broad
Street, London. He left by his wife Eleanor, daughter of Henry
Percy, Earl of Northumberland, one son, Henry, and three daughters,
Elizabeth, who married Thomas Howard, Duke of Norfolk, Katherine, wife of Ralph Nevill, Earl of Westmorland, and Mary, who
married George Nevill, Lord Abergavenny. Although his estates
were confiscated to the Crown, some mercy was shewn to the
Duchess, who had a suitable provision allowed her for life. To
Henry his son and his wife Ursula a grant was made of Stafford
Castle and many manors, and he was restored in blood, but not in
honours.f
After the attainder of the great Duke, a survey and valuation
of his manors and estates was returned to the King by his Majesty's
Surveyors, Thomas Magnus and "William "Walweyn. As it is particularly interesting to learn from a contemporary source the state
of the castle and condition of the town, I venture to give the extract
as far as it relates to Tonbridge without abridgment.
" In the Lordship of Tonbridge, J in Kent, is a castle which hath
been and yet is a strong fortress, for the three parts thereof; and
the fourth part on the south side being fortified with a deep running
water, was intended to have been made for lodgings, and so resteth
on 26 feet height, builded with ashlar, and no more done thereunto.
The other three parts of the castle being continued with a great
gatehouse or the first entry, a dungeon and two towers are substantially builded, with the walls and enbatelling with good stone,
having substantial roofs of timber, and lately well covered with
lead, except the one half of the dungeon was uncovered.
"And as unto the said gatehouse, it is as strong a fortress as few
* Dugdale's 'Baronage, p. 171.
f Ibid.
% Chapter House Book, A 3-6, p. 38. Brewer's Letters and, Papers, 13 Hen.
VIII., vol. Hi., part i., p. 507.
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be in England, standing on the north side, having a conveyance,
and well enbatelled on both sides, to the said dungeon on the west
side; and on the south-east side there is a like conveyance to a fair
square tower, called Stafford Tower, and from thence to another fair
tower standing upon the water nigh to the Town Bridge, being
builded eight square and called the "Water Tower. This castle was
the strongest fortress and most like unto a castle of any other that
the Duke had in England or in "Wales.
" The Town of Tunbrigge is a burgh, large and well inhabited
with people, having plenty of water running through in sundry
places.
" Near it is a park called the Postern, containing 3 miles, with
oaks, beeches, 300 fallow deer, and 52 islands (enclosures). In the
same park is a proper lodge convenient for a gentleman.
" A great park called the Cage, and another great and goodly
park (Norfk/ritK), containing about 7 miles, well and pleasantly set
with oaks and beeches, having by estimation . . . . fallow deer, and
red deer, and a large gosshauk's . . . ."
Sir Edward Ghiilford was the keeper of the North Frith Park,
and Sir Henry Owen keeper of Postern and Cage Parks. The office
of steward was granted to Sir Edward Nevill with a fee of £10;
the old fee being 100s. The office of Constable was worth £6 13s. 4d.*
The office of porter 30s.
Queen Katherine of Aragon seems to have had the keepership
of South Frith Park; for the reversion of that office (to accrue after
her death) was granted to Sir Edward Nevill, on Feb. 16th, 12 Henry
Vlll.f He was made Parker of the Postern and Cage Parks on
the 18th of June, 15 Henry VIII.J
The value of the King's manor of Tonbrigge is thus stated :§
U.

T h e Borough o f Tonbrigge
Less expenses and fees

.

Chamberlain xiv8; less expenses vijs
Bailiff of the Meadows and Pastures .
Less expenses

.

.

.

s.

d.

U.

s.

iij

.
.

Mill of Tonbridgge x"; less expenses iv" xj8

.
. v i j
.

d.

xiij xiij
x xij j
xj

vij
ix
xl
v
v

ix
ix

xiv • v

xj

* Brewer's Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic (Henry VIII.), vol. iii.
p. 1532.
f Ibid., p. 866.
J Ibid., p. 1336.
§ Ibid., vol. iv., part ii., p. 1227,18 Henry VIII.
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The total clear yearly value of all the Duke's manors and estates
in England and Wales is returned as being worth £4905 15s. 5jd.,
equivalent to 50,000 marks at that time, or £50,000 in the present.
li.

s.

d.

The Lordship of Southborow is valued at
.
.
.
. xxvi iij vii
The number of manors being returned as eight.
The Lordship of Hadloo
xxxiiij xiij
v
The number of manors being fourteen.

Of these estates Knevett managed to get some portion, as we find
him afterwards demising to Burwell of Wickham in Kent, Leigh
Hall Place, in May 1522.*
He also presented a petition for the goods of one Elizabeth
Knevet, deceased, wrongfully detained by the late Duke of
'Buckingham, viz., a black velvet cloak, lined with yellow satin, and
many other similar articles of dress, with three gold chains, one
weighing 38 ]bs. (? ozs.), and another with a cross 10 Ibs. (? ozs.) ;
a silver ewer and basin, and other articles. He also prayed that his
office might be restored to him, and that he may have licence to
shoot with a crossbow in Greenwick Park, and to wear such silks
and velvets as he had been accustomed to do.
The Duke's manors in Kent, with few exceptions, remained in
the hands of the Crown during Henry VIII.'s reign. At a time
when Sir Thomas Boleyn was treasurer of the household he received
100 marks from Sir John Daunce for the repairs of the King's
manors in Tonbridge and Penshurst.f The 100 marks do not, however, appear to have been sufficient for the purpose.
Thomas Boleyn, Lord Eochford, thus writes :J " The bridge at
Tonbridge, the new covering with tile of the Castle, whereof the lead
was had to Eltham, and the mending of the Place at Penshurst, are
almost at a good point; saving there lacketh 4£- fothers of lead for
the gutters of the new roof of the Castle, it must be had shortly,
or else all the cost will be lost (useless). The bridge is 104 feet in
length, and all of freestone, and I think when you see it, you will
judge that it has cost more money than the King shall pay.§ The
bearer will tell you more, as he has been at the charge of all the
work. Dated Hever, August 8th 1525."
* Letters and Papers, Henry VIII., vol. iii., p. 613.
f Ibid., 20 March 1525, vol. iv., p. 525.
J Hid., vol. iv., p. 696.
§ Inscribed stones now seen in The Loggerheads' Inn wall, and near the
bridge, shew that the bridges were subsequently'repaired by the county in 1628
and 1630.
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"P.S. As far as I can tell £40 will finish everything besides
the 41 fothers of lead."
Sir Edward G-uilford,* who was Esquire of the body to the
King, continued to hold the North Frith Park during his life, after
which a grant in tail male was made of it (15 July 1524) to his
son, Sir Henry G-uilford, Controller of the King's Household.
Northfrith lies in a triangle between Tonbridge, Shipbourn, and
Hadlow ; it is now the property of Edward Hales, Esq.
With this exception the Kent estates of the late Duke of
Buckingham remained in the hands of Henry VIII. and his receiver
during the rest of his reign. On the accession of Edward VI.,t
John Dudley, Earl of "Warwick, afterwards Duke of Northumberland, who had been brought up under the guardianship of Sir
Edward G-uilford, whose only daughter he had married, made an
application to the King for a grant either of Warwick Castle,
Park, and Manor, or of the Castle and Manors of Tonbridge and
Penshurst, together with Ha widen and Canonbury. Accordingly
we find that he received a grant of the Castle and Manor of Tonbridge, together with the Postern Park, in the fourthj year of
Edward VI., to hold in capita by knight's service. At the same
time some tenements in Tonbridge were granted to Sir Ralph Fane,
including the Rectory and Church.
In the 2nd of Edward VI. one John Eyvas, a grocer of London,
having made a similar request, became the purchaser of the lordship
of Barden, in the parish of Pembury, with others in Tonbridge,
Capel, Tewdely, Hadlow, and Talding.
After the Duke of Northumberland's death the Priory and
Castle of Tonbridge reverted to the Crown, but the following were
given by Queen Mary to Joan, Duchess of Northumberland—
Knowle in Sevenoaks, the Castle and Priory of Tonbridge, with the
Manors of Tonbridge and Hadloo, the Postern Park and Forest,
and a wood called Wycliffs Wood, but these properties were
resigned again to the Crown in exchange for Sherston in Stafford,
and other manors in Stafford and Warwick.
Cardinal Pole§ obtained grants of the Manor and Castle of
Tonbridge for his life and one year after, but dying in the same
* He also held the offices of Marshal of Calais, Constable of Dover Castle,
"Warden of the Cinque Ports, Master of the Ordnance, and Admiral of the
Narrow Sea from Horseshoo in Essex to Beauohief in Sussex.—Letters and
Papers, Foreign and Domestic, vol. iv., pt. 1, p. 1006.
f Bayley's Tower of London, vol. ii., p. 418.
$ Pat. Soil, v.-vi., p. 5.
§ Hasted, History of Kent, vol. v., p. 216.
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year as Queen Mary, without laving made any devise of them,
they reverted to the Crown.
In the first year of Elizabeth she made a grant of them to her
kinsman* Henry Carey, the son of Sir William Carey and Mary, the
sister of Ann Sullen.f The grant, dated "Westminster 20th March
1559, was made to him and his heirs male, with remainder to the
Crown, to hold in capite by knight's service the Castle and Manors
of Tonbridge and Hadlow, the Cage, Postern, and North Frith
Park. He was knighted, and sent with the Order of the Garter to
Lewis, King of Prance, and raised to the peerage by the title of
Baron Hunsdon.
In 1572J he received a further grant from her Majesty of the
markets and fairs of Tonbridge. In 1588 he prevailed on the
Queen (on the occasion of his appointment as Lord Chamberlain)
to bar the Crown's title of remainder to his Tonbridge estates by
granting the fee of them to Lord Burleigh and Sir Walter Mildmay,
after which he suffered a recovery of them, leaving them by will to
his eldest son George. § He died 23rd of July 1596.
George, Lord Hunsdon's only daughter and heiress, Elizabeth,
married Sir Thomas Berkeley, who soon afterwards alienated this
estate to Sir John Kenedio,|| who sold it to Ferrers, Gosson, and
Johnson, and they by mutual consent conveyed their interest in the
Castle and Manor of Tonbridge to Sir Peter Vanlore, a wealthy
City merchant, who had been naturalized by Parliament in 1610.
In 1627 he settLed this estate on his son Peter Vanlore of Tilehurst
in Berkshire, and his issue male, with remainder to his five daughters.
Sir Peter's son was created a baronet in 1628, and dying without
male issue, it passed to his sisters, one of whom Ann, married
Sir Charles Csesar, son and heir of Sir Julius Ca?sar, Master of the
Rolls, another was married to Mr. Vauder Bempde, while a third
Katherine married Sir Thomas Glemham of Suffolk. The settlement was unfortunately the occasion of many suits in law and
equity, for a period of nearly thirty years, when it was subdivided.
Meanwhile, on the breaking out of the Civil Wars and during
the time of the Commonwealth, it would appear that the castle
was leased to Mr. Thomas Weller, an energetic and staunch supporter of the Parliamentary party.^" He was actively engaged in
* Pat. Roll, 1 Eliz., pt. 9.
f Furley, vol. iii., p. 478.
I Pat. Roll, IS Eliz., pfc. 4.
§ Dugdale's Baronage, p. 397.
|| Hasted's Kent, vol. v., p. 217.
IT Civil War Tracts, Proeeedings of Cols, Brown and Maimvaring in Kent,
1043, British Museum.
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suppressing the riots which broke out at Sevenoaks and Tonbridge.
He was appointed a treasurer to receive contribution-money within
the lath of Aylesford,* for the lowie of Tonbridge, the hundreds
of Washlingstone, Breuchly, and West Barnfield, and the halfhundred of liorsemonden, a step which the Royalists considered
to be the first declaration of war on the Parliament's side. The
sum received by "Weller was £285 14s. 6d., against which he claimed
£60 4s. Od. for safeguarding the bridges at Tonbridge from the
27th day of October, 1642, at the rate of £2 17s. 4d. per week
for 21 weeks; for payments to Captain [Greo.] Withers [the poet]
£128 6s.; for allowance of sums charged on him, but not received
by him, viz., £1 paid by Mr. Home [Master first of Tonbridge
School, and later of Eton], and £10 paid by Mary Bartlett, widow;
for charges in arresting a man for speaking scandalous words
against the honourable House, for his keep, and three horses, and
expenses of two men, £2 14s. 6d. ; arresting and sending to Parliament ten gentlemen coming out of Prance £3 9s. lid. ; for
other items and postage £13 19s. ; so that there was paid by him
£219 13s. 5d., and there remained due by him £66 Is. Id.; whereof
there was in plate 106 ozs. 1 qr. at the rate of 5s. 4d. an oz., and
£37 14s. 3d. in ready money.
Weller also presented -the following petition to the honourable
Committee for the county of Kent :f —
" That your petitioner being possessed of the Castle of Tollbridge in the
county of Kent, and of the liberty of fishing, and other franchises belonging, by
virtue of a lease thereof amongst other things to your petitioner, made for a
term of divers years, a great part of which are yet to come and unexpired, the
said castle was thought fit and accordingly ordered by this honourable Committee to be employed for the publick safety, to which order your petitioner did
with all readiness as in duty he was bound to do ; and accordingly about the
month of October, A.D. 1643, Major Kempsall, by the directions of this honourable Committee, took possession, not only of the said castle but also of six tuns and
three foot of timber, and certain other materials of your petitioner (a note of the
particulars whereof your petitioner humbly herewith presenteth), all of which
he employed about the repairing of the said castle, the which hath ever since
been employed for the publick use ; yet your said petitioner hath not received
anything since the said time for the rents and profits thereof, being a good part
of your petitioner's estate.
" May it please this honourable Committee, in regard that the said castle hath
been employed for the publick, to give such orders that your petitioner may
receive such satisfaction for the rents and profits of the said castle for such time
as the same shall be employed by this honourable Committee, and for such
Camden Miscellany, vol. iii., published 1855, pp. 19-21.

f **»'&» PP' 42j 43-
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timber and other necessarys of your petitioner employed about the same, as to
this honourable Committee shall seem meet.
" And your said petitioner shall pray," etc.
The rents and profits appear to have been set forth as under (abridged) :*—
I demised the castle ditch and banks without the wall between the
drawbridge and water tower to "W. Carter and E. Gardner, per £ s. d.
ann. a t
3 6 8
I demised the ground without the wall between the water tower and
water gate let to T. Eldridge, per ann. at
10 0
In my own occupation, fruit trees, conies, etc., destroyed, worth per
ann
6 13 4
Apple trees, underwood, etc., felled
5 0 0
Six tun three foot of timber employed about the castle, worth .
. 6 1 6
Cost of my boat now used to carry turf
3 3 4
For fencing and hedges destroyed
10 0 0
I demised the barn, castle croft, and barbican to A. Eottenbridge at
£6; as the two latter are taken away, the loss per ann. is .
. 3 0 0
Sum total of rents lost
.
.
.
.
£13 10 0
„
„ of materials used
.
.
.
24 4 10

£37 14 10
It further appeared that the provision and timber in the castle were appraised
by William and Isaak Ewell 2"d June 1046.f
£ *. d.
In the court yard: 1500 tiles
1 0 0
Shed on right hand of the gate two stories high, 38 feet long .
. 18 0 0
The court guard shed and frapao of a shed for suttlers
.
.
. 25 0 0
In the great mount; a platform 34ft. square and crab
.
.
. 12 0 0
Timber near powder room
.
2 10 0
Over the sally port, a platform 36ft. long, and watch-house Oft. square 6 1 3 4
Over the well, a frame for platform two stories high, 12ft. square
. 5 0 0
Near the Water Tower, a frame for the platform by the stairs, 15ft.
square
.
.
4 10 0
In the Water Tower.
Thefirstfloor10ft. square, with 2 window shutters, and a door .
. 2 0 0
The second room over that
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
. 2 0 0
Third room 14ft. square
2 10 0
Fourth room of same breadth
2 10 0
Platform of 2in. planks, 18ft. square with small crane for guns .
. 5 0 0
The lower part of the gate, about 6 foot high, with the iron work, etc. 1 0 0
On the right hand of the Gate.
Thefirstfloor 16ft. square, with doors and partitions
.
.
. 4 0 0
Second floor with 14 oaken joists, deal boards 17ft. square, little closet
and settle bed, doors, bolts, hinges, etc
5 0 0
Next floor on same level lift, square with a partition 6 foot high;
cupboard-frame, a n d door
2 0 0
* Camden Miscellany, iii., pp. 43, 44.

f Ibid., pp. 44-47.
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£ s. d.
Third room of same level 19ft. square, doors, shutters, and dresser . 5 0 0
The great room over them 46ft. by 24ft., laid with deal, three doors,
a n d high tressel
800
Platform in the Gatehouse Tower laid with 2in. planks, 48ft. by 24ft.,
with a shed of boards for gunners, and a gin to heave up timber,
and 2 little platforms in the turrets
8 0 0
A double rail on the wall 53 foot long, little gallery 24ft. long, 4ft.
wide, with a rail on one side and watch-house at the end 6ft. square 3 0 0
Lower room left hand side of gate 18ft. square
3 10 0
In the same room laths 5ft. long (3 load 27 owt.); 4 foot long (1 load
10 cwt.); sap and hart 15 cwt., at 20s. per load .
.
.
5 14 0
In the Castle Yard.
Beech and oaken planks and timber, about eight loads at 15s. per load 6 0 0
Port door under gallery with iron work
6 8
Drawbridge 34ft. by 9ft. valued at
12 0 0
Six loads of oak and beech timber
4 10 0
Ten standing posts for hovel
10 0
At t7ie further JBridge.
A gate with double planks and a wicket 14ft, wide, 6ft, high, with
iron plates
330
A great iron chain 24ft. long at 14 per cwt
Two pieces o f timber o n bridge next t h e town
.
.
.
.
8 0
Three turnpikes of timber with iron
2 0 0
Total

.

.

.

.

.

£162 12 o

In the castle yard three carriages for guns, oak, timber, etc.; also two boats
submerged in the River.

The Committee at Maidstone on the 4 of June 1646 ordered that
the several provisions of timber, platforms, planks, etc., erected for
a fortification in the castle at Tunbridge, be sold to Mr. Thos.
Weller of Tunbridge for £140, to be forthwith paid to the Committee for the use of the countrie, and that he do presently take
them down, thereby to slight and dismantle the fortifications.
(Signed} JOHN BITERS.
ANTH. WELDED.
RICHD. GODFREY.
JA. OXENDEN.
THOS. SEYLIAED.
WM. JAMES.
LAMBAED GODFREY.
HUMPHREY LEON-.
For which the following receipt was given: 14 July, 1646.
Eeceived of Mr. Thomas "Weller for timber bought by him in Tunbridge Castle" the sum of £140, which I have received on behalf of
the Committee for the county of Kent.—D. POLHIII/.
On the subdivision of the Tollbridge Castle estates among the
sisters of Sir Peter Vanlore, Baronet, the North 3Mth passed to
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Mrs. Yander Bempde's descendant, JohnVander Bempde, who gave
it in marriage with Ms daughter Charlotte to William Johnston,
Marquis of Annandale. The Marquis died in 1724; the North
Frith then passed to his second son George, third Marquis, who died
a lunatic in 1792. From him it passed to James, Earl of Hopeton,
the grandson of Henrietta, half-sister of the late Marquis. One
of the three daughters of Sir Peter Vanlore having married Henry
Zinzan alias Alexander, another division of the estate was made
under the Court of Chancery in 1674, when the Manor and Castle
of Toubridge was allotted to Jacoba, wife of Henry Zinzan, and her
heirs in fee.* One of her descendants sold the Castle and Manor
in 1739 to John Hooker, Esq., of West Peckham. He was succeeded by his son Thomas Hooker, who, in 1793, dismantled the
Castle, and used its materials for the construction of the present
residence, but before its completion he sold it to William Woodgate
of Somerhil], his brother-in-law. The Manor is now held by the
Trustees of Emma, Lady Stafford.
Of the other manors connected with the Lordship of Tonbridge,
viz., Dachurst, Hildenboro, Southboro, Barden, Haysden, a full
account is given by Hasted in his History of Kent. It may not,
however, be amiss to mention that the South Frith Park, now Somerhill, which formed a portion of the Manor of Tonbridge, was
granted by Elizabeth in 1573 to Eobert Dudley, Earl of Leicester,
for a term of years, which term having expired, she re-granted them
to Frances, Countess of Essex, only daughter and heiress of Sir
Francis Walsingham.f She afterwards married Eichard Burgh,
Earl of Clanricard, who appears to have been so pleased with South
Frith,! that he called it Somerhill, and erected a pleasant mansion
on the northern part. He was created in 1625 Baron of Somerhill
and Viscount Tonbridge, and in the 4th year of Charles I. Earl of
St. Albans.§ He resided frequently at Somerhill, and died in 1636,
leaving one son and one daughter. TJlick, his son, was a staunch
supporter of Charles I. in Ireland, and was created Marquis of
Clanricard, but falling under the displeasure of Parliament was
declared a delinquent and forced to flee, when his estates were
confiscated and given to Eobert, Earl of Essex, on whose death
the Parliament granted it to John Bradshaw, the President of the
Commission appointed to sit on the trial of Charles I. At the
Eestoration Somerhill returned to Margaret, the only daughter and
* Hasted, vol. v., p. 219.
J Pat. Soil, 5 James I., p. 1-14.

f Dugdale, Bar., p. 450.
§ Dugdale, Bar., p. 450.
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heiress of "Click, Lord Clanricard. She married Charles Macarty,
Viscount Muskerry, who was killed in a naval engagement with
the Dutch in Sole Bay, 1665. His widow re-married John Villiers,
Viscount Purbeck, nephew of the celebrated Duke of Buckingham,
and was succeeded by her son John, who assumed the title of Earl
of Buckingham, and alienated the estate to Deakins, who, dying
without issue, devised it to Mr. Cave, who conveyed it to John
Woodgate in 1712. After possessing it for a century, the Woodgate
family sold it to James Alexander, Esq., who sold to the South
Eastern Railway, in 1838, an outlying portion on which the
remains of the Priory of St. Mary Magdalene formerly stood. A
stone coffin, shaped at the top to fit the head, was recently discovered at Somerhill during some alterations and additions made
by Sir Julian Groldsmid, its present owner. Probably it had been
removed from the Priory, and had been built into a portion of the
old stabling erected by Mr. James Alexander.
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