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ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES AND SUMMARIES
prehistoric and romano-british activity and saxon
settlement at hoo road, wainscott

Excavations undertaken by Wessex Archaeology in advance of development revealed evidence for activity dating from the Late Neolithic to
post-medieval periods. Earlier work immediately to the north of the site
undertaken as part of the construction of the Wainscott Northern Bypass
(Four Elms site) revealed evidence for a small amount of prehistoric
activity (principally Late Neolithic and Bronze Age in date), two successive Romano-British enclosures, and two associated structures and a Mid/
Late Saxon enclosed settlement.
Following evaluation of the entire site, five targeted excavation areas
were opened, revealing a palimpsest of archaeological features and deposits (Fig. 1). The earliest evidence of human activity recovered comprises
a small quantity of worked flint, likely to date to the Late Neolithic or
Early Bronze Age, whilst two Early Bronze Age pits were excavated,
one containing a diagnostic assemblage of struck flint and the second
sherds of pottery from at least four Beaker vessels and a broken saddle
quern. Radiocarbon determinations obtained from cereal grains recovered
from this pit returned dates of 2460-2200 cal. bc and 2400-2140 cal. bc
respectively (3850±30 bp, SUERC-32989; 3810±30 bp, SUERC-33331).
A small number of Middle Bronze Age features, comprising two gullies
and several discrete features, were also excavated. These contained small
quantities of Deverel-Rimbury pottery, animal bone and burnt and worked
flint. Radiocarbon dates obtained from two of the pits confirmed a Middle
Bronze Age date for this activity: 1530-1410 cal. bc (3205±30 bp, SUERC33332) and 1610-1420 cal. bc (3220±30 bp, SUERC-33333) respectively.
A poorly dated metalled trackway crossing much of Area 2 on a broadly
north-east to south-west alignment is likely to date to the Late Iron Age
or Romano-British period. This comprised a broad metalled track laid in
a hollow and flanked for most of its length by two ditches. Although this
trackway was not recorded in the Four Elms site to the north, the larger of
the two Roman enclosures was clearly laid out to respect its alignment.
Finds from the deposits sealing the metalling and from the fills of the
flanking ditches included sherds of Iron Age and Romano-British pottery
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Fig. 1 Site location and plan of excavation areas.
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and metalwork. Coins suggest Romano-British activity continued well
into the second half of the 4th century ad.
Following this, there appears to have been a hiatus of activity, before
the landscape was once again settled in the Early/Mid-Saxon period. This
activity is associated with organic-tempered pottery, and can probably be
broadly dated to the late 6th and 7th centuries. A broad trackway aligned
roughly north-west to south-east across Area 2 and into Area 1 was flanked
by enclosures, one containing a rectangular structure, whilst two sunkenfeature buildings were also excavated. Charcoal recovered from one of
these sunken-feature buildings was submitted for radiocarbon dating, and
returned a date of cal. ad 550-650 (1460±30 bp, SUERC 33334). A third
sunken-feature building was excavated in Area 3, further to the southeast, possibly within a ditched enclosure. Finds recovered from these
features comprise a largely domestic assemblage, with loomweights and
ironworking slag pointing to small-scale industry. A series of poorly dated
large pits, closely paralleled on the Four Elms site, are thought likely to
be contemporary and may have been used as cess pits or rubbish pits.
The dispersed settlement of the Early/Mid-Saxon period appears to
have shifted to two main foci in the Mid/Late Saxon period – the enclosed
settlement with the large timber hall previously excavated on the Four
Elms site and an enclosure only partially exposed in Area 3. Whilst no
structures were identified within the enclosure itself, the finds recovered
from the fills of the enclosure ditch point to a settlement of some status,
with a number of silver sceattas, a bracteate die, vessel glass, lava querns
and millstones and small quantities of possibly imported pottery hinting
at a site exploiting a wide network of trade links. It seems likely that one
or both of these sites were directly associated with the management of
one of the large Late Saxon estates which later dominated the area.
There is little evidence to extend the occupation of either of these Mid/
Late Saxon sites much beyond the ninth century, although a series of later
linear features, first identified on the Four Elms site and interpreted as
selions or narrow strip fields, continue into Area 2. These are not well dated,
although pottery recovered on the Four Elms excavations suggests a date
of c.1050-1150. The alignment of the ditches in Area 2, however, suggests
that these ditches may flank a shifting trackway rather than narrow fields.
The bulk of the post-medieval material recovered was derived from a
systematic metal detector survey of the site, and includes 84 items of lead
shot, probably for carbines, muskets and small field pieces. Although the
origin of this assemblage is not clear, it is thought most likely to relate to
field exercises undertaken by the garrison of nearby Upnor Castle.
nicholas cooke and rachael seager smith

[The full report on this site is published on the KAS website kentarchaeology.
ac]
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an arrowhead from pineham, near dover

Recently, a leaf-shaped flint arrowhead with just over half of the blade
broken in antiquity was brought to the author’s attention and illustrated
here (Fig. 1).
The arrowhead was recovered from the surface of a ploughed field
626m west of Guston Parish church on a North Downs chalk ridge known
for previous prehistoric flint finds. The site lies at an elevation of 115m
aod at NGR TR 31608 44642.
The original arrowhead length was about 61mm; it now measures
33mm. The dimensions are as follows: maximum width 17mm, maximum
thickness 2.97mm. Made from a dark-grey flint with small white fleck
inclusions, the arrowhead was formed mostly from pressure flaking and is
a type (2c.f). (Green, S.H. 1980). The arrowhead dates to the early-middle
Neolithic period between 4500-2500 bc. A number of other utilized flints;
scrapers and struck waste lithics were also recovered from the immediate
vicinity.

Fig. 1 Neolithic flint arrowhead from Pineham.
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The author would like to thank Mr Kevin Bousted for reporting his
finds and William Laing who produced the illustration.
vince burrows

Green, S.H., 1980, ‘The Flint Arrowheads of the British Isles’, BAR British
Series, p. 71.

settlement and landscape reorganisation from the
middle iron age to the early roman period: excavations
south-east of park farm, ashford

A programme of archaeological fieldwork undertaken on land east of
Park Farm, on the south side of Ashford between 2002 and 2007 revealed
evidence for the extensive occupation and repeated reorganisation of the
landscape during the late prehistoric and early Roman periods. A small
number of medieval and later features were also recorded but are not
described in this report.
The site, covering approximately 50ha (centred on NGR 6022 1386),
comprised two blocks of land separated by a floodplain drained by the
Ruckinge and Bilham dykes; these connect with a larger network of
drainage ditches flowing north to the East Stour River. To the west of the
valley are the Park Farm East and Park Farm South East residential and
mixed-use developments, and to the east is land at Bilham Farm that is
proposed for flood remediation measures. The main excavation, the results
from which provide the evidence for this report, was undertaken in three
adjacent areas in Park Farm East (Areas 1-3), totalling c.2.6ha; a further
small area (Area 4) was excavated in Park Farm South East (Fig. 1).
The underlying geology comprises Cretaceous Wealden Clay (Geological Survey of Great Britain 1990), with drift geology consisting of
superficial caps of Pleistocene Third Terrace Gravel Deposits on the
higher ground to the west, and recent Alluvium along the floodplain.
Middle and Late Bronze Age
An assemblage (378 sherds, 5666g) of Middle Bronze Age pottery,
dominated by a single bucket-shaped jar, came from a shallow pit [31321]
in Area 3 and the immediately adjacent section of a later ditch which may
have disturbed the pit. Four pits in Area 1 produced slightly later pottery,
broadly of 12th- to 10th-century bc date. The fabrics were flint- and grogtempered, and forms included ovoid jars, a hooked rim jar and a cup.
The remains of a Late Bronze Age shouldered jar (137 sherds, 2147g)
were recovered from an entrance terminal of a Middle Iron Age roundhouse
ring gully (Roundhouse 2, below), and were clearly redeposited (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 1 Site location and Areas 1-4, all phases.
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The vessel was in very poor condition with evidence of burning/re-firing
and abrasion.
Middle to Late Iron Age
Part of a Middle to Late Iron Age settlement, comprising at least eight
roundhouses represented by shallow curving gullies and a small number
of other features, was recorded on the valley floor in Area 3 (Fig. 2). The
settlement was associated with a number of trackway and field/enclosure
ditches continuing north-west into Areas 1 and 2 (Fig. 2). These ditches
represent the earliest elements of a complex array of overlapping field
systems and boundary ditches that extended across the whole site (Fig. 1)
and which indicate near-continuous organisation and exploitation of the
landscape into the early Roman period (Fig. 3).
The phasing of these ditches, however, was hampered by the dearth of
clear stratigraphical relationship at many of their intersections due in part
to the soil conditions, and by the lack of chronological distinctiveness
in their pottery assemblages. As a result, some aspects of the phasing
for this and later periods are uncertain, and while the outline presented
below is judged to be the most consistent with the available evidence, it
is recognised that alternatives are possible.
Area 3 settlement (Phases 1-2)
The majority of the Area 3 roundhouses had entrances facing between
east and south-east (Fig. 2), and in many cases the finds from them were
concentrated within or near the gully terminals (including the possibly
deliberately redeposited Late Bronze Age vessel in Roundhouse 2, see
above).
All but one of the gullies had internal diameters of between 9.5 and
13m, the exception being Roundhouse 7 which was only 6m in diameter
and may have been some form of ancillary structure associated with the
adjacent Roundhouse 6. Three of the roundhouses had two concentric
gullies. At Roundhouse 1 the outer gully, up to 1m wide and 0.4m deep,
lay 3-5m outside the inner gully and appeared to form a small enclosure
rather than part of the building, perhaps reflecting this building’s status.
At Roundhouse 2, in contrast, the outer gully abutted the inner, and
the pair could represent a repair to, or a slightly larger rebuild of, this
structure. At Roundhouse 3, the two gullies, c.2-2.5m apart, were only
present in the south-eastern quadrant, in which there was no entrance
gap, and it is possible that they represent part of some other type of nondomestic structure.
The gully of Roundhouse 4, of which the entire circuit was present, also
had no entrance gap, and other aspects of this structure are also anomalous.
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Fig. 2 Areas 1-3, Phases 1 and 2 settlement features and ditch systems.
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The 10m diameter gully had a number of stakeholes recorded either in its
base or on its edge at the south and south-east, perhaps indicating the
presence of a wattle screen in this area. As at other roundhouses, this
section contained almost all the finds from the gully (pottery, burnt flint,
fired clay, animal bone – some burnt – and a number of pebbles including
a possible hammerstone). Just inside the gully at the east and south there
were two pairs of small circular features, each c.0.6m in diameter and
0.3m deep, spaced 1.8m apart and separated by a 3.6m gap. These features
could be post-holes, possibly comprising structural timbers flanking a
south-east-facing entrance (despite the absence of a gap in the gully).
However, their fill sequences were more consistent with their having
been small pits. In addition to further animal bone and pottery, the most
southerly pit also contained a Late Iron Age potin coin, a find that may
add weight to some non-domestic, possibly religious or ritual function for
this structure, perhaps as a shrine. A small undated feature [31371] just
east of the gully (and perhaps associated with it) was notable for the large
quantity of charred cereal grains (barley, spelt/emmer and free-threshing
wheat) which was concentrated in its upper fill.
There were relatively few other features apparently associated with the
Area 3 roundhouses, and some of these were undated. They included a
number of hearths and pits, as well as lengths of gully, some irregular in
their lines and possibly defining other types of structure. In addition, a
group of five undated post-holes, midway between Roundhouses 2 and 4,
was located within the Phase 1 trackway (below) but formed no obvious
structure, despite being quite regularly spaced. These features contained
a range of finds characteristic of domestic waste – mainly pottery, but
also worked and burnt flint, fired clay and animal bone, as well as the
charred remains of emmer and spelt wheat, and charcoal reflecting the
dominance of oak woodland in the immediate area.
Phase 1a-b ditches
The Area 3 roundhouses flanked a sinuous, 6m wide ditched trackway
which ran north-west towards Area 2; the four larger roundhouses (1113m in diameter) lay to its north-east, and the other four (9.5-10m in
diameter) to its south-west (Fig. 2). Two sub-phases of this trackway
were evident (1a and 1b).
In Phase 1a, the trackway, but not the ditch on its eastern side, appeared
to end, and open out, within the settlement, giving the most direct access to
the western area; the eastern ditch appeared to continue in widely spaced
segments through the settlement. It is not possible, given the c.150m wide
unexcavated area between Areas 3 and 2 (very few features were recorded
here during the subsequent topsoil stripping – Wessex Archaeology
2008a), to directly link the arrangements of ditches in the two areas.
299

ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES AND SUMMARIES

However, the evidence suggests that Phase 1a trackway in Area 3 formed
part of a longer land boundary continuing directly upslope through Area 2,
where there were two subrectangular enclosures/fields, one abutting either
side of it. Short lengths of curved gully south of the boundary in Area 2
may represent a small (8m diameter) possible roundhouse (Roundhouse
9), although this interpretation is far from certain.
Another slightly sinuous east-west ditch [12006] c.100 m to the north
in Area 1 (its eastern part truncated by later – Phase 1b and Phase 4
– ditches, see below) may represent a comparable boundary, perhaps
signifying the division of the Middle Iron Age landscape into substantial
blocks, rather than into a close arrangement of contiguous fields.
The layout of the Phase 1a ditches appears to have been modified during
the life of the settlement. In Phase 1b, it was now the ditch on the southern
side of the Phase 1a trackway (in Area 3) that continued (unbroken)
south-east through the settlement (curving around Roundhouse 5), with
the result that the trackway now gave direct access only to the larger roundhouses to its north-east. At the same time, the northern trackway ditch turned
sharply to the north-east, effectively separating Roundhouse 1 (within its
small rounded enclosure) from the other buildings in this area.
In Area 2, the line of the extended land boundary was shifted slightly
to the south in Phase 1b (possibly resulting in places in a double-ditched
boundary), and the rectangular enclosure on its south side was replaced
by one c.20m to the west. This enclosure appears to have had an internal
division (which would have cut across the northern edge of possible
Roundhouse 9). The eastern part of the Phase 1a boundary ditch in Area 1
continued in use in Phase 1b [11871], but then turned south in the centre
of the excavation area.
Phase 2 ditches and Area 1-2 settlement/industrial features
The Phase 2 ditches represent a significant reorganisation of boundaries,
particularly in Area 3, although this appears to have taken place within
the period of occupation of the Area 3 settlement, since the newly laid out
ditches, which have a far more regular rectilinear arrangement, continue
to largely respect the positions of the roundhouses (Fig. 2). Moreover,
they represent a comparable configuration of trackway and boundary
elements (in relation to the settlement) to that in Phase 1b. In the new
arrangement, for example, a 6.5m wide trackway approaching from the
south-west appears to terminate within the settlement, and a ditch running
perpendicular (towards north-west) from its end divides the settlement
into the same two parts as before. Moreover, like the old trackway, the new
one gives direct access only to the eastern group of larger roundhouses.
A date for this phase of reorganisation in the later part of the settlement’s
occupation (i.e. Late Iron Age) seems likely therefore.
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In Area 2, the Phase 1b enclosure was crossed by three lengths of
associated ditch, the longest of which cut across, and hence effectively
decommissioned the earlier boundary ditches, before turning (at its
northern end) towards the east. Possibly associated with this ditch were
two clusters of small features to its immediate south – a tight cluster at
the east of up to 16 small post-holes in an area less than 4m across (but
forming no obvious structure), and a wider group to the west of at least
12 post-holes (again with no structure apparent), along with a number of
other small pits and a hearth. These and other features in Area 2, such as
a 2m-square, four-post structure (of the ‘granary’ type) at the west, and a
number of further pits to the south, could feasibly belong to either Phase
1 or Phase 2 (or indeed to later phases).
In Area 1, the former boundary ditch appears to have been replaced in
Phase 2 by a straighter ditch c.10-20m to the south, although on a similar
east-west alignment and running parallel to the contemporary ditch in
Area 2. A number of features in Area 1, including two roundhouse gullies,
pits and a metal-working furnace, all yielding Late Iron Age pottery,
appear to be broadly contemporary with perhaps the latter part of the
Area 3 settlement.
The larger of the two roundhouses, Roundhouse 10 (13m in diameter),
lay between Phase 1 and 2 boundary ditches. It was cut on its west side
by a short length of ditch provisionally assigned to this phase, which
appeared to be related to a length of smaller diameter gully (under 8 m)
that lay inside the roundhouse on its west side.
Approximately 18m to the west was Roundhouse 11 (11m in diameter),
which had a north-west facing entrance flanked by post-holes. This was
bounded by an L-shaped arrangement of ditch segments, some marking
the north side of short length of 3.6m wide trackway running beside the
main boundary ditch.
Situated between the roundhouses was part of a metalworking furnace
[11924], comprising a steep-sided, flat-bottomed pit with a rounded
eastern end and a hard, fired clay lining (Fig. 2 inset). Although its
western end had been cut by an early Romano-British pit [11987], and
its northern side by a Late Iron Age pit [11951], both containing much
redeposited furnace material, the surviving part is interpreted as the pit
of an early form of ‘slag pit’ furnace. This would have had a clay shaft
in which the iron ore was smelted built over the pit, with the iron bloom
(to be worked) and the slag (to be discarded) collecting in the pit from
where they could be extracted. Given the fact that all the slag recovered
from the furnace (and the adjacent features) was the product of both iron
smelting and smithing, it is significant that also recovered were parts of
three crucibles used for the melting of copper alloys, as indicated by the
residues adhering to them. The furnace’s fuel was dominated by oak.
There was a range of other features in Area 1, including pits, post301
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holes and hearths, that may have been broadly contemporary with this
phase of activity. A Late Iron Age pit [11172] within the projected line
of Roundhouse 11, for example, was notable for the high proportion of
chaff from hulled wheat (relative to the number of grains); the pit also
contained a large quantity of fired clay (c.10kg), possibly originating
from the furnace to the east.
Phase 3 ditches: slighting the settlement
Whereas the Phase 1 and Phase 2 ditches appear to have largely respected
the settlement structures, and so can be taken to have been broadly
contemporary with their occupation, the arrangement of the Phase 3
ditches is notable for the frequency with which the roundhouses were cut
by them (Fig. 3). In Area 3, for example, three roundhouses (2, 4 and 6)
were centrally bisected by Phase 3 ditches. In Area 1, where the Phase 3
ditches comprise an array of small fields/paddocks flanking a boundary,
in places either double-ditched or forming a narrow trackway running
north-east down the slope to the valley floor, both roundhouses (10 and
11) were similarly bisected. None of the ditches in Area 2 were assigned
to this phase.
While this may be a coincidental correlation, it is also possible
that the laying out of the ditches, some of which appear to have been
angled specifically to pass through the centres of the roundhouses (e.g.
Roundhouses 2, 6 and 11), represented a deliberate and conscious slighting
of the former settlement.
Area 4
Due to Area 4’s distance, c. 300-600m to the south, from the main excavation areas, it is hard to assign its features the same phases used in
Areas 1-3 (Fig. 1). The excavation here revealed a small sub-rectangular
enclosure set within an array of rectilinear field ditches which are
comparable in their general appearance to the Phase 2 and later ditches
to the north. There was a hearth inside the enclosure and number of pits
both inside and outside, one of which outside contained Middle/Late Iron
Age pottery; the other features, including the ditches, contained small
numbers of Late Iron Age, or undiagnostic prehistoric sherds.
Late Iron Age to Early Romano-British
Activity in the early part of the post-Conquest period is indicated by a
small assemblage of early Romano-British pottery (255 sherds, 1379g),
as well as 11 Roman coins (all from the topsoil). The pottery was
recovered from a small number of discrete features, mainly pits, but also
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from some ditch contexts suggesting that the final phase of landscape reorganisation took place within, or at least continued into, the start of the
Roman period.
Phase 4: Late Iron Age/early Romano-British ditches and other features
The Phase 4 ditches, representing another major reorganisation of the
landscape, comprise a widely variable arrangement of boundaries and
trackways, and enclosures, fields and/or paddocks (Fig. 3). Part of
the valley floor in Area 3, for example, appears to have divided up by
long, straight, parallel ditches, 46m apart, with other ditches running
perpendicular between them and off them; these ditches had no spatial
relationship to earlier arrangements, although it is notable that three
of them passed centrally through the locations of earlier roundhouses
(Roundhouses 2, 3 and 8).
In Area 1 on the side of the valley, in contrast, the situation was more
complex. The Phase 1 east-west land boundary appears to have been reused for part of its length, although the new ditch which followed its
line at the east diverged northwards from it at the west. To the north of
this main spinal ditch the landscape was divided into an arrangement
of largely rectilinear plots of varying size and shape, some apparently
with internal divisions. Further ditches ran south from the spinal ditch,
extending into but not across Area 2.
As in the previous phases there is limited dating evidence for this final
reorganisation, but what evidence there is suggests it took place either
at the very end of the Iron Age, or (partly at least) at the very beginning
of the Roman period. The Area 3 ditches produced only Late Iron Age
pottery, but in Area 1 a small quantity of early Romano-British pottery
(42 sherds, 282g) was recovered from six of the ditches, including one
sherd from the primary fill of one ditch section, and sherds from at least
three vessels from the middle of three fills in another. (Romano-British
pottery was also recovered from the upper fills of a number of earlier
ditches in Area 2.)
A range of other features containing early Romano-British sherds among
their predominantly Late Iron Age pottery assemblages were found relatively thinly distributed across Areas 1 and 2 (Fig. 3). Many were pits,
including the large pit [11987] that cut the western end of the Late Iron Age
furnace and which contained much material deriving from it, including part
of its fired clay superstructure, slag and crucible fragments.
There were also a number of hearths, including one [21226] in Area 2
(Fig. 3) whose shallow concave base, 0.8 m wide, was lined with over
300 sherds (7.4 kg) from a Late Iron Age cordoned jar, above which was
a heavily burnt layer of clay. From within the hearth, which had a narrow
channel (possibly the flue) running to the north, a further 126 Late Iron
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Age sherds (958g) were recovered, along with 22 Romano-British sherds
(91g).
Notable among the features associated with the Phase 4 field system in
Area 1 was a localised cluster of 56 post-holes in an area 11 m by 14 m,
many of them arranged in lines. The southern and western edges of the
group lay parallel to the adjacent ditches, although separated from them
by gaps of c.3-4m; these ditches defined the south-western subdivision of
a larger rectangular field. Among the group of post-holes were two square,
four-post possible granaries (in one, two post-holes appear to have been
replaced, or added), and two possible fence-lines, but identifying other
possible structures in the group was not possible. Only a small amount of
exclusively Late Iron Age pottery was recovered from these post-holes,
but they are clearly associated with the Phase 4 ditches. Other groups
of post-holes and pits within these same fields (shown on Fig. 2) could
equally belong to this phase.
Discussion
The archaeological works east of Park Farm have revealed a settled
landscape subject to continuous occupation and re-organisation from the
Middle-Late Iron Age into the start of the Roman period. These findings
complement the results from other excavations in the Ashford area, such as
at Brisley Farm (Archaeology South-East 2006), Waterbrook Park (Wessex
Archaeology 2008b) and Foster Road (Powell 2010; Powell and Birbeck
2010), as well as more widely in Kent (Champion 2007, 120) (Fig. 1).
There was a low level of later Bronze Age activity on the site, but the
dispersed and limited nature of the evidence makes it hard to interpret
the features beyond indicating the likelihood of settlement activity in the
vicinity. Such activity is demonstrated by other findings in the area. A
possible roundhouse was recorded at Waterbrook Farm, for example, and
at Foster Road this period was represented by possible field and droveway
ditches, a roundhouse and an area of craft/industrial activity. Evidence for
the division of the landscape has also been recorded at Brisley Farm and
Westhawk Farm (Archaeology South-East 2006; Booth et al. 2008), but
there was no evidence to suggest that any of the field boundaries recorded
at this site were of later Bronze Age date.
This activity was followed by an apparent break in occupation until
the establishment of a small, nucleated, valley-floor settlement in the
Middle-Late Iron Age. A level of social differentiation may be evident in
the sizes and locations of the settlement’s roundhouses, one being located
in a small enclosure; others may not have been domestic structures at
all. This appears to have been a typical farming settlement, involving
animal husbandry (principally cattle and sheep/goat) and the cultivation
of barley and wheat, and with a range of domestic and craft activities
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undertaken. A furnace, at a distance from the main focus of settlement,
provided evidence of both iron working (smelting and smithing) and
the melting of copper alloy, suggesting that it was used by a person (or
persons) possessing a range of metallurgical skills, a little at odds with
the relatively modest status of the settlement as seen in the rest of its finds
assemblage. However, it is possible that these operations were undertaken
by one or more peripatetic metalworkers.
The settlement initially occupied a landscape divided into relatively
large blocks by a series of boundary ditches, with lengths of trackway
and subrectangular enclosures associated with them, although the organisation of these elements appears to have been modified on more than one
occasion during the settlement’s life.
A further re-organisation, however, clearly marked the end of the settlement, with some of the ditches apparently deliberately aligned so as to
bisect the former roundhouses. This not only effectively decommissioned
the settlement, but may have been designed to make an explicit statement
about a transformation of the social landscape at a time of general political
uncertainty and economic and social change.
The final phase of reorganisation may have taken place at the very start
of the Roman period. Although no settlement structures were identified, a
series of pits and hearths containing early Romano-British pottery, along
with larger quantities of Late Iron Age sherds, suggests possibly shortlived settlement close to the site. The site lies just 400m south of the Roman
road between Lympne and Maidstone, on which, within a gen-eration of
the Conquest, an extensive Romano-British settlement was established at
Westhawk Farm, 2.5km to the north-east of the site (Fig. 1).
Acknowledgements
The fieldwork was commissioned by CgMs Consulting (Duncan Hawkins)
on behalf of Taylor Woodrow Developments Ltd and Persimmon Homes,
and monitored for Kent County Council by Casper Johnson and Wendy
Rogers.
The early evaluations of the site were undertaken by Pre-Construct
Archaeology (Pre-Construct Archaeology 2003) and Archaeology SouthEast (Archaeology South-East 2003), with all subsequent phases of work
undertaken by Wessex Archaeology and managed by Richard Greatorex
(Wessex Archaeology 2004; 2007a-c; 2008c-d), apart from a watching
brief by CgMs Consulting and Pre-Construct Archaeology (reported in
Wessex Archaeology 2008a). The post-excavation stage was managed by
Alistair Barclay and Andrew Powell with grateful assistance from Grace
Jones (Finds) and Sarah Wyles (Environmental). The illustrations are by
E.S. James.
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environmental reports, will be published on the KAS website (www.
kentarchaeology.ac). The archive will be held at Wessex Archaeology under
the project codes 52891 and 65480-5 until accepted by a Kent museum.
andrew b. powell

[The full report can be found on the KAS website kentarchaeology.ac]
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excavations at the millworks, brasted

Archaeology South-East conducted archaeological work at The Millworks, Brasted (NGR 47052 55185) in 2007-2008 (Fig. 1). Targeted
excavation in the southern part of the site during January 2008 followed
on from geoarchaeological and archaeological evaluation across the
whole site. The fieldwork was commissioned by CgMS Consulting and
was supervised by Tom Collie and Dave Fallon of Archaeology SouthEast. The work was conducted in order to fulfil a planning condition
prior to the proposed redevelopment of the site from a builder’s yard to
residential properties.
Brasted is an historic village of probable Saxon origins mentioned in
Domesday as ‘a church and fifteen servants, and two mills’ owned by the
bishopric of Canterbury. Numerous later medieval buildings survive in
Brasted which is located just under a kilometre south of the M25, on the
A25, which is called Brasted High Street as it passes through the village.
The site is generally level at c.90m aod, but slopes very gently down to
the River Darent which forms its northern boundary.
The geology of Brasted is of river terrace gravels overlain by alluvium
and it was anticipated that the gravel had the potential to contain lithic
artefacts. Purposive geoarchaeological test-pitting was undertaken as a
result and this revealed that extensive modern levelling had occurred in
the northern and southern parts of the site. As a result of this very low
potential for palaeoenvironmental remains was recorded in those parts of
the site. However, in the east-central part of the site an in situ peat/organic
horizon at c.1m below ground level, characteristic of a palaeo-landsurface
was recorded in geoarchaeological test pit 5. Although preservation of
this horizon over much of the site had been proven to be low, it was noted
that the peat may survive intact to the east and west.
Within samples taken from this peat and assessed for archaeobotanical
remains, a large amount of floral remains were present and two larger
fragments of wood (Salicaeae [willow/poplar] Alnus glutinosa [Alnus])
were sent for radiocarbon dating (Beta-241081, 1270±40 bp; Beta-241082,
1340±40 bp). Both suggested a 7th/8th-century ad deposition date for the
peat. However, because no charcoal was recorded in any of the samples,
it has been inferred that the site stood at some distance from any potential
contemporary settlement when the peat was accumulating and as a result
no further geoarchaeological work was undertaken. Indeed, it may be that
the peat horizon formed before there was any settlement at Brasted.
Archaeological excavation was undertaken in the southern part of
the site centred around archaeological evaluation trenches 1 and 8 in
which medieval features had been identified. An area of c.225m² was
investigated and revealed further evidence of medieval date.
A series of 13th/14th-century ditches were recorded. Parallel to Brasted
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High Street, a ditch (Ditch 1) was set c.70m back from the High Street. A
second boundary and/or drainage ditch was recorded to the north (Ditch
2). This is virtually perpendicular to the High Street and to the first ditch
with which it presumably converges immediately to the south and east of
the excavated area. A third ditch (Ditch 3) to the east of this was recorded
at an acute angle to the first ditch with which it presumably joined
to the south of the excavated area. A fourth ditch (Ditch 4) is loosely
perpendicular to the first, but is to the south of it.
These ditches, situated some distance to the rear of any presumed
contemporary medieval ribbon development along the High Street, most
probably demarcate field boundaries and drainage conduits. Given the
topography and proximity of the river to the village, and according to
fluctuating seasonal precipitation levels, it is likely that frequent upkeep
of any such drainage system would have been necessary. This would have
amounted to the digging of new channels, the re-digging of existing ones
as they became silted-up and the flooding of water meadows between the
village and the river. Inundation would doubtless have been controlled in
tandem with a system of banks and sluices. By the 14th-15th century a
fifth L-shaped ditch (Ditch 5) was apparently added in the southern part of
the site and reflects such a hypothesis. Ditch 5 shares a very similar axis
to the earlier ones which, if not still in operation, would almost certainly
have still been visible at this time.
Closer to the High Street, although still some distance from it, at the very
southern end of the site, several discrete features of 13th/14th and 14th/
15th-century date were recorded. These are interpreted as domestic refuse
pits, though they may originally have been dug as small clay quarries.
They appear to be enclosed within an area demarcated by the ditching and
probably derive from activity originating from one property.
The evidence suggests that the origins of medieval activity in this area
of Brasted commenced during the 13th century and would be consistent
with any model of settlement expansion at this time. However, this was
apparently short-lived as no further dateable evidence beyond the mid-15th
century was retrieved in the excavations until the 19th/20th centuries.
The mill may have existed from at least the 12th century, and the
millrace, the stream of water that drives the millwheel, is known to have
passed through the site from the north-west to the south-east from at least
1845 and was at least partly culverted by 1979. This was not detected at
the southern end of evaluation trench 4 which should have just clipped
the channel and no other remains pertaining to milling activity were
recorded in the excavations. It is probable that the extensive levelling and
importation of modern made-ground across the northern part of the site
has removed any trace of the culvert and its antecedent.
The only feature of 19th-century date of any note was a brick-lined well
recorded in evaluation trench 2. This probably relates to the properties
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first shown in this area on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1868.
We know from later Ordnance Survey maps that these buildings were
cleared sometime between 1961 and 1970 as they appear on the 1936 and
1961 maps, but are not shown on the 1970 map.
Finds from the excavations include fifteen sherds of sand-tempered
13th/14th-century cooking vessels and one slightly later sherd from a
cooking pot with patches of interior glaze and fifteen fragments of peg
tile dating to the 14th/15th century. The pottery and tile assemblages are
generic. Suitable features were sampled for environmental remains and
these included a small assemblage of charred crop (Triticum sp. wheat,
Avena/Bromus sp. oat/brome) and (weed seeds Poaceae grasses, Brassica
sp. cabbages and Polygonum/Rumex knotgrass/dock), wood charcoals
and included fragments of burnt clay, and further CBM debris. The plant
remains are all common components of archaeological deposits and cannot
be directly related to specific activities associated with milling or farming
practices. Forty-nine fragments of animal bone were recovered during
on-site hand-collection and from the samples; all were indistinguishable
except for one cattle sized long bone.
david fallon and dan swift

archaeological excavation at the site of the former
taylor’s garage, bridge street, wye

During January 2003 Archaeology South-East archaeologists under the
supervision of Neil Griffin conducted excavations at the site of the former
Taylor’s Garage, Bridge Street, Wye (NGR TR 0529 4667). The site is
situated on head deposits overlying chalk bedrock and lies at c.42m aod
on land which slopes gently down to the Great Stour River, some 0.5km
to the north-west (Fig. 1). A c.375m² excavation area was investigated in
the northern and western parts of the site targeted on evaluation trenches
1 and 2 which had identified medieval and post-medieval features. The
work was commissioned by Richard Daniels Associates on behalf of
Mereyton Homes Limited.
Wye is an historic town with Roman origins and Saxon continuance
first recorded as a royal vill in an eighth-century charter. After the
Norman Conquest, Wye was given to Battle Abbey and this remained the
case until the Dissolution when the college and other religious buildings
founded there were granted to the secretary of Catherine Parr. The properties stayed in private hands for some 350 years until the eighteenth
century when they reverted to an educational status. Today little medieval
evidence is visible in Wye, however, The Old Swan House, which bounds
the site to the west, may have some surviving 15th-century elements.
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The earliest feature recorded in the excavations, perhaps defining an
early property, is a ditch that had fallen out of use sometime in the 13th
century. During the later 13th to 15th centuries, numerous refuse pits
were in use on the site and one large feature, some 10m across, which
contained lots of tile, may represent a medieval burgage plot. The features
generally yielded large amounts of finds including animal bone, marine
and freshwater shells as well as brick and tile, pottery, glass, burnt clay,
slag and a copper pin. These finds are indicative of relative prosperity
in the area at this time and reflect historical sources which maintain that
Wye was indeed a prosperous place during the 14th century. This use of
the site as a place for depositing rubbish apparently continued into the
early 17th century; however, by the later-17th/early-18th century there is
evidence that much of the site had been raised-up and levelled and that
several brick-built properties, with gardens or yards to the rear, existed
on the site. These are shown on an 18th-century map of Wye and were
demolished sometime in the 19th century.
The single most notable find from the excavation was a late 16thcentury silver slip top spoon from an 17th/18th-century pit. This was
hallmarked with a leopards head crowned (for London) in the bowl with a
date letter for 1591 just before the end of the stem. Two further marks on
the back of the stem showing the lion passant (for London) and a makers
mark resembling a crescent or the letter ‘C’ enclosing an illegible letter
or symbol. The makers mark, although not clear resembles two known
contemporary examples, one of an unknown silversmith, the other of
William Cawdell whose makers mark was that of the letter ‘C’ enclosing
the letter ‘W’. He was an eminent maker of silver spoons operating in
London between the late 16th to early 17th centuries.
Four-hundred and thirty-three sherds of pottery were recovered, most
of which were post-medieval. One-hundred and fifty-two brick samples
were taken representing 14th- to 20th-century industries. One-hundred
and thirty-one fragments of medieval peg-tile ranging from the 13th to
the 15th centuries and 255 post-medieval tiles were also recovered. The
recovered ironwork consisted of 28 items and contained five medieval
nails/nail fragments and post-medieval nails, the remains of a bone
handle from a knife with tang and three pieces of medieval iron smelting
tap slag. Seventy-two pieces of copper alloy were also recovered. Only
one piece, a bar-shaped belt mount, is of medieval date. The remaining
copper alloy items are all of a 17th to 19th-century date and are dominated
by 63 spherical-headed pins and three dome-headed upholstery tacks. A
single fragment of window lead was also recovered. Other finds of note
included fragments of later 17th to 19th-century clay tobacco pipes, later
17th- to 18th-century vessel and bottle glass and an early 18th century
beaker. A single fragment of a 19th century worked bone toothbrush were
also recovered.
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The collected faunal remains show that oysters, cattle and sheep were
consumed from the 13th century onwards, with chicken and pig represented from the 17th century onwards. Horse bone was recovered from
all periods. Cultivated food plants were bread wheat (Triticum aestivum
L.s.l.), oat (Avena sp.), barley (Hordeum sativum L.) and pea (Pisum
sativum L.). Possible wild plant foods were elderberries (Sambucus nigra
L.) and hazelnuts (Corylus avellana L.).
dan swift

[The full report can be found on the KAS website kentarchaeology.ac]
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