
RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT,
1900-1901.

BY GEORGE PAYNE, P.L.S., F.S.A.

ROOHESTEB.—In the summer of 1900 excavations were made
for the purpose of building a strong-room beneath the offices of
Messrs. Arnold, Baker, and Day, which stand upon the College
Green at Eochester. During the progress of the work the Roman
road was discovered which led from the north gate to the south
gate of the city, settling, beyond dispute, the course of that way
between the two gates. If the E/ev. Gr. M. Livett's Map of
Mediaeval Rochester, in Archaologia Gantiana, Vol. XXI., is
referred to, and straight lines drawn from the site of the Roman
north gate to that of the south gate, it will be seen that the Saxon
Cathedral Church and Messrs. Arnold and Co.'s offices were built
across the line of the ancient way ; hence it is very satisfactory to
have met with a portion of it below the latter, as shewn in the
accompanying Plan kindly prepared by Mr. B. F. Cobb, Architect,
of Rochester, to illustrate these notes. The reference to the
elevation of the south side of the excavation beneath the office,
formerly used as a Police Court, is as follows:—

A. Modern brick walls.
A'. Modern rubble wall.
B. Top of Roman road, 2 feet 8 inches below floor line, paved

with blocks of rag-stone about 8 inches square laid in
a bed of mortar 2 inches thick.

C. Rammed chalk, 4 to 6 inches thick.
D. Flints and sharp gravel mixed, containing fragments of

Roman tile, a hard compact bed, about 2 feet 4 inches
thick.

B. Original vegetable mould,
e. Thin layer of chalk or lime marking the original ground

line, all above this being made ground.
F. Natural gravelly stratum with flints.
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Ix RESEARCHES AND DISCOVERIES IN KENT.

At some period the Roman road towards the north had been
removed, where, at a depth of about 11 feet below the floor of
the Police Court, the remains of a human skeleton were found,
indicating an interment prior to the Roman occupation (marked X
on the Plan). At the spot marked O numerous oyster-shells were
met with. To the west of the Roman road a pit was discovered,
steined with chalk and flints, but nothing was found in it to give a
clue to its date.

During the excavations two Roman coins were brought to light,
one of the minimi class, the other reading as follows:—

Obverse: D . N . ARCADIVS . P . P . AVG.
Reverse: SALVS REIPVBLICAE.

In exergue, S.M.R.Q. (Sigaata Moneta Romaa officina Quarta).

IGHTHA.M (STANLEY'S QUAURT),—Mr. Benjamin Harrison
favours me with particulars of the discovery of remains of a
skeleton under a heap of blocks of Kentish rag-stone. He visited
the site, and procured portions of two vessels which had contained
calcined human bones. These belong to the Celtic period. The
skeleton lay about 3 feet from the urns.

ROBBINGK—The Rev. D. Moor kindly shewed me the fragments
of two large vessels of Celtic date, together with lumps of clay
having holes through them. The latter are occasionally met with,
but for what purpose they were used is not known. These remains
were found by the sexton when digging a grave in the new church-
yard. Bobbing Church stands by the road leading from Cold
Arbour (Newington) to Milton-next-Sittingbourne, to which I have
referred at length in my Collectanea Cantiana. A high antiquity
was claimed for this road, hence the discovery at Bobbing along its
course strengthens the opinion therein set forth.

LUTON-NEXT-CHA.TIIAM.—I am indebted to Mr. Edwin Harris
for information of a discovery of Roman remains made in Mr.
G-ransden's brickfield at Luton. On investigation I found that a
sepulchral deposit had evidently been met with, consisting of a
large buff-coloured vessel with two handles, and a good urn-vase of
a flesh tint. The former was smashed by the workmen, and is
exactly like one found at East Hall, near Sittingbourne (see
Ardioiologia (Jantiana, Vol. X., p. 180, Fig. 9); the latter is
identical with one discovered at Ramsgate (see Arcliccologia Gantiana,
Vol. XII., p. 16, Pig, 14). Mr. Gransden pointed out 'the site
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of the discovery as thirty yards south of the road from Luton to
Bredhurst.

MED WAT MAESHKS.—During excavations for mud on the eastern
bank of Otterham Creek, below the village of Upchurch, several
Roman vessels of pottery were met with by the workmen in the
employ of Messrs. "W. and Gr. Brice of Bainham and Rochester-
Mr. W. Brice kindly allowed me to examine the specimens and
take the following particulars :—

Diameter.
Height. Bulge. Mouth. Base.

Urn, black 1H in. 9 in. 4i in. 3$ in.
„ brown 11 „ 12 „ 7i „ 5% „
,, grey 5 „ 6£ „ 5 „ 2f „

(This urn is sprinkled with particles of flint.)
Urn-vase, black . . . . 35 in. 3| in. 2iin. If in.
Urn, black 3| „ 4£ „ 4 „ 2£ „

(Decorated with three lines round the shoulder.)
Urn, black (in fragments).
Goblet, black (broken) . . 5| in. 4| in. — 2$ in.

„ red (with handle) . 6 ,, 4J- „ — 2 „
Samian Cup 3-J- ,, —- 5-f in. 2-g- „

Potter's mark LVCCO

Wamian Cup ...... 2 in. — 3f- in. 1| in.

» ...... 2 „
!> ...... "4 n "<T

„

Samian Patera, 7-|in. diam. Potter's mark CONBNTIVS .

71 LATINVS .

VITA
The presence of so many Samian pieces with the two large urns

suggests interments, but it was not ascertained if the urns contained
calcined bones. The workmen usually clear out such things at
once in the hope of finding treasure. The " saltings" on the
eastern side of Otterham Creek have yielded a vast store of
Upchurch. ware for a long period of years. When the writer was
first introduced to this interesting spot, as a boy, by the late
"William Bland and Charles Roach Smith, a thick layer of potsherds
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could be seen for a considerable distance along the mud-bank at
low water, while the " flats " down to the water's edge were covered
with fragments of vessels of all kinds. The former has now been
entirely removed by the ceaseless excavations of the alluvium for
cement-making purposes, and upon the " flats " much silt has since
accumulated, concealing from view those precious fragments which
helped to make one an archaeologist.

HIGIIAM (ROCHESTER).—Mr. R. A. Ryott, Manager of the
Higham and Hundred of Hoo Water Company, informed me of.
the discovery of an interment, accompanied by pottery, during the
laying of a water-main at Church Street, Higham. On visiting
the spot I found that the workmen had cut across a skeleton,
disturbing the leg and lower bones of the arms. It was ascertained
that on the right side of the skeleton two small vases ana a patera
of Upchurch ware had been found. With Mr. Ryott's permission
I proceeded to clear out the remaining portion of the grave, which
the labourers had failed to see. In it lay the upper half of the
skeleton. On either side of the skull an iron nail was met with,
which had been used to fasten the woodwork together in which the
body had been enclosed. When the grave was filled up a fine flint
core that was probably lying upon the surface was cast into it with
the soil, but which had no connection with the sepulchral deposit.
The site of this discovery is about a hundred yards to the south of
Higham Church, beneath the short modern road leading to the
" Sun " Inn, and ten yards from the ancient way which leads to
the Roman causeway across the Higham marshes to the Thames. In
Archceoloyia Gantiana, Vol. XI., Mr. Roach Smith refers to numerous
antiquities discovered in a Roman cemetery near Higham Church,
which found their way into the collection of Mr. Teanby of Graves-
end. I have not succeeded in locating the site, but it was on the
opposite side of the road, about two hundred yards from the
Church.

WALTHAM.—On May 22nd, 1891, I visited this district, accom-
panied by my friends, Mr. W. H. Hammond and the late Mr.
George Dowker. The former conducted us over his property at
Buckholt, and shewed us two mounds in one of the fields upon the
farm, which Mr. Dowker and myself considered were tumuli.
Mr. Hammond writes that recently a friend of his proceeded to
open one of the mounds, when he found on the ground level a
layer of burnt material containing fragments of calcined bone and
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a few potsherds. At one spot a heap of large flint stones was
found, under which the excavator would probably hare met with
what he was seeking for; but unfortunately, as Mr. Hammond
states, " my friend and myself must plead guilty to knowing abso-
lutely nothing about the proper way to open a tumulus." The
fragments of pottery sent to me were of Celtic date, which one
would expect in a district abounding in flint implements, of which
Mr. Hammond possesses fine examples of both palaeolithic and
neolithic periods.

Mr. Hammond further reports the discovery on a place called
Anvil Green, in the parish of Waltham, of a fine Roman amphora
of buff-coloured ware, terminating in a point. It measures 34 inches
in height, the diameter of the body being 11 inches, of mouth 2f,
expanding to 7 inches. The vessel reached me in about fifty pieces,
but cement and patience enabled me to restore it, as seen in the
accompanying engraving (FiG. 1). Two other examples of amphora
which have recently come into my hands are also figured. FIG. 2
is that which I recorded in AroTiceologia Cantiana, Vol. XXIII., as
found at Greenstreet Green ; this, too, came to me in pieces, but it
is now restored. Its dimensions are: height 30 inches, diameter
22 inches, diameter of mouth 3i inches. FIG. 3 is from the collec-
tion of the late Mr. Henry Smith, and was presented to me by
his daughter, Mrs. George Wright. It is llf inches in height,
7i inches in diameter at bulge, at mouth 2 inches, and of cream-
coloured ware. It was probably found in London, but is engraved
here for purposes of comparison.

All three examples are now in the Rochester Museum. As
vessels of this class are invariably called ampJiorce, and the large
globular specimen is often designated a dolium, there seems to be
some need for a more satisfactory classification.

In an able Paper.by H. Syer Guming, F.S.A. (Scot.), V.-P., " On
Roman Vessels popularly called Amphorae,"* we learn that FIG. 1
in our illustration should be described as an amphora, FIG. 2 a
seria, and FIG. 3 a cadus. Professor Ramsay says, on Wines, in his
Manual of Eoman Antiquities, as follows: " The process of fer-
mentation was allowed to commence in the Lacus; the liquor was
then conveyed to the Qella Vinaria, a cool apartment, the floor of
which was usually sunk below the surface of the ground, and here
it was poured into large earthenware vats (Dolia—Cupce—Seriti),
carefully coated in their interior with pitch (Dolia picata), and in

* Journal of the British Arclixologioal Association, 1877.
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these the fermentation was completed." After the choice wines
had been mixed with various substances to improve their flavour
and keeping qualities, "the mixture was then racked off from the
Doliuin into jars called Amphorce, Cadi, or Lagence, on which were
stamped or painted the names of the consuls for the current year,
thus marking the date of the vintage. The mouths of these vessels
were then closed with plugs of wood or cork (cortex), carefully
plastered over with pitch, clay, or gypsum, so as to exclude the air."

From this account it will be seen that both the Serin and the
Dolium must not be confounded with the Amphora. The two
former were huge cumbersome receptacles for wine, which should,
strictly speaking, be denominated vats; while the latter, large as
many of them are, were of a more portable size, better adapted for
removal. In connection with this subject it will be helpful to the
reader to reproduce an engraving from Mr. Roach Smith's Collectanea
Antiqua, vol. vi., of a sepulchral bas-relief in the H6tel-de-Ville at
Dijon, representing a wine and grain-vendor's shop. This will
convey an idea, far beyond words, of the manner in which wine
was retailed by the merchant to the customer in Roman times. On
referring to the PLATE it will be seen that the counter was fitted
with funnels, through which the wine was discharged into the
vessels brought in or provided for the customers. Mr. Roach Smith
describes it thus: " In the centre stands a figure, holding an
amphora for the wine which a person behind the counter is
dispensing. On the left is seen, opposite another measure and
funnel, the mouth of a sack, which another customer is waiting to
have filled. The second figure behind the counter, that on the
right, appears to be engaged in waiting upon a person whose effigy
belonged to the lost portion of the subject. Behind the attendants,
upon a shelf, are cups, as we may suppose, measures for small
quantities of grain or fluid ; and at the left extremity of the counter
is what seems to be a desk, or it may be a general receptacle for
the accounts and the money. Above this hangs a portrait in a
frame; possibly it may be that of a divinity, the guardian of the
house; and its sign."

We are fortunately able to add a further illustration to this
interesting subject by inserting a cut of one of the funnels used in
a wine-shop, that had been cast into one of the latrines, recently
discovered during the building of Messrs. Budden and Biggs' new
brewery at Strood, particulars of which appeared in AroJicsoloffia
Cantiana, Vol. XXIV.
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The term Anvil, applied to the Green in the parish of Waltham,
suggested that the iron industry had at some period been carried
on in the parish of Waltham. On questioning Mr. Hammond upon
the subject, he writes as follows: " I found extensive diggings
for iron-stone at a part of the Penny Pot Woods some time ago,
also the place where the iron-stone had been smelted, and a quantity
of slag." He also states, " I have found a dozen or so barrows at
various places."

When exploring Penny Pot, a mile to the east of East Steward
or Stour Farm, we carne upon an oblong space, surrounded by
a well-defined rampart and a deep external ditch, enclosing an
area of about nine acres, known as " Great Court Town." On
the north side is an outer defence called " Little Court Town."
It is probable that the local people regarded the camp as a place
where a court or meetings had been held, as it is not uncommon to
hear woodmen describe such places in the woods as sites of " the
old town," clearly shewing that some tradition had been handed
down as to their having been formerly used as places of settlement
or camps. In the new 0.8. Map the name " Penny Pot " has given
place to that of " Denge " Woods, which is very confusing. Other
place-names also are altered in their spelling, while many are
omitted that occur in the older map. These remarks may be applied
to the entire map of Kent, which will make records of discoveries
somewhat difficult to locate by future generations. The district we
are treating of is entirely unexplored and full of history, which
remains yet to be unravelled.

*
Hoo.—Mr. Henry Pye of St. Mary's Hall, Hoo, kindly gave

me a large Homan urn, found six feet below the surface when
cutting a ditch in the marsh, about twenty yards from the river-
wall, to the south-east of Egypt Bay in the parish of High
Halstow. The urn is similar to that made in the tTpcburch
marshes, and may indicate that there were potteries on the western
side of the Medway also, which I have long suspected was the
case, but as yet there has been no direct evidence to prove it.

ALL HALLOWS, Hoo.—The Rev. Cleave Warne kindly informs
me of the discovery of a fine neolithic flint celt along the shore in
front of Slough Fort, in the parish of All Hallows. The specimen
is 71 inches in length by 3 inches in width, of black flint marbled
with green veins, and ground to an exceedingly smooth sui'face. It
is now in the Eochester Museum.

VOL.
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BOEOUGH GBEEN.—My friend, Mrs. G-olding of Leavers,
Hadlow, having obtained permission to excavate the mound, sup-
posed to be a tumulus, in the meadow near the hamlet, kindly
invited me to witness the operations, but on visiting the spot, it
was at once apparent that the mound was of natural formation,
and I advised that the work should not be proceeded with; neverthe-
less we are greatly indebted to Mrs. Goldiug for her praiseworthy
efforts in the cause of archaeology on this and several other occasions.

EASTRY.—Mr, J. B. Gibben writes that when draining a field
on his farm at Walton, ahout five hundred yards from Woodnes-
borough Church, the workman cut through what appeared to him
to be a large funeral pile. After the top "spit" was removed,
they came upon a layer of earth full of fragments of calcined bone,
extending over an area of one hundred feet square. In the same
field, about a hundred yards distant, more burnt boues were met
with at a depth of 4 feet. In the immediate vicinity of Wood-
nesborough many Anglo-Saxon interments have been discovered,
but Mr. Gibben's discovery indicates Roman burials. There is no
doubt he has come upon the site of an ustrimm, where bodies
were burnt, and in .connection with a Roman cemetery which
exists at or near Woodnesborough, similar to that which I found at
East Hall, M urston (see Collectanea Cantiana).

LOWER WALMEB,—A discovery has been made here of Roman
interments of considerable interest, which my friend, Mr. Cum-
berland H. Woodruff, F.S.A., has kindly surveyed for me, an
account of which will be found from him in the present Volume.

DODDINGTON.—The Rev. C. E. Woodruff reports that Mr.
Jarvis has secured a second gold solidus of Valentinian from Dully
Wood, Doddington. The latter kindly sent the coin to me for
examination. It is almost iu as fine condition as the one he
obtained from the same place in 1897, which is engraved in
Archcsologia Cantiana, Vol. XXIII., p. 22; it, however, differs from
it slightly on both obverse and reverse, and the portrait of the
Emperor is much younger looking. The coin reads thus:—

Obverse: VALENTINIANVS . PP . AVG- .
Reverse: VICTORIA . AVGG .

Beneath the throne on which the Emperor and his son are
seated are the letters TROBS (struck in the second office of the
Mint at Treves). Mr. Jarvis states that it was found by some
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children who were digging about in a hole near where the first
specimen was met with.

CTTXTON.—When laying a water-main into the Rectory, the
workmen discovered a very fine palaeolithic celt, about 18 inches
beneath the carriage-drive, and a few feet from the entrance-gate.
This is the fourth found within two or three yards of the same
spot during the last seven years. They are engraved in the accom-
panying PLATE, and are of the following dimensions :—

FIG. 1.—8 inches in length, 4^ in width.
PIG. 2.—8 „ „ 8*
PIG. 3.—6J „ „ 4
PIG. 4.—6* „ „ 3

The finding of four implements so close together leads one to
infer that there was an early settlement upon the site, which
appears to have been occupied subsequently by the Eomans, as a
wall was cut through by the men. It was 3 feet thick, and built
of chalk concreted together with hard Roman mortar. The late
Mr. Roach Smith and myself both detected the remains of what
must have been a continuation of this wall in the bank on the
south side' of the drive, and since then much ddbris of a Roman
building has been found just above in the new churchyard, while
below, Roman interments came to light when the " White Hart"
Inn was built. By all these discoveries runs the ancient British
trackway (Pilgrim Way) on the western side of the River Medway.
The high hill on which the Church stands is a fiue strategic posi-
tion, a place where one would expect to find scarped terraces and
other indications of earthworks. If we mistake not, such once
existed in front and in rear of the Rectory, where the banks shew
extensive artificial treatment. Doubtless when the Rectory was
built, and the gardens laid out around it, many evidences of the
early occupation of the spot were destroyed.

ST. LAWBENCE, THANET.—Lieut.-Colonel Oopeland, P.S.A., Mr.
C. I-I. Woodruff, F.S.A., and Mr. W. H. Hills kindly send par-
ticulars of a discovery, which Mr. Woodruff describes as follows :
" I believe you have had some account from Colonel Copeland of
the remains which were found some weeks ago in the ground above
West Cliff Terrace, St. Lawrence, i.e., at Southwood, near the
Waterworks. I called on Colonel C., and saw them to-day, and some
time ago I saw the grave from which they were taken. It is about
3 feet deep in the chalk. An excavation ,had been apparently made
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of sufficient size to hold the large wine-cask, or whatever vessel it
was, in which the other vessels were no douht enclosed. The
remains consist of : (1) a few fragments of this jar ; (2 and 3) parts
of two vases of hard grey ware z-esembling Upcburch, but not
quite the same (I think possibly Colchester make : the form of
neck is one I have never met with in Upchurch pottery, the
mouth widening inside above the neck) ; (4<) portions of a small
vessel of Castor ware; (5) the handle, rim, and some pieces of a
bronze vessel, bucket-shaped; arid (6) the rim and a few fragments
of a leaden vessel. Prom the inquiries I have made this seems to
be all that was found, and I think there can be little doubt the
grave has been previously opened. The spot has been till lately in
the garden of a private house, and in trenching the ground to make
this garden many years ago the workmen probably came upon the
interment and scattered the greater part of the remains."

Colonel Copeland kindly sent me all the fragments from this
mutilated grave, the most interesting being those of the bronze
bucket. To the bottom of this vessel a solid ring of metal was
originally attached by solder or some other adhesive material, but it
had become detached. At first sight I thought that it did not belong
to the bucket, but on carefully examining both I detected that the
remains of the decayed solder on the one exactly corresponded
with that which existed on the other. I am not acquainted with
any vessel having a base attached to it in this way. On either side
of the bucket was a hole through which the stout square wire
handle had been passed, the ornamented ends of which were turned
up about 2 inches.

HALLING.—My friend Mr. Trechmaun informs me that an
interment was met with in Whornes Chalk Quarry during the
removal of the " callow " from the surface of the chalk. He kindly
sent me the fragments of two Roman vessels found with a skeleton.
Both are of Upchurch ware, one of which I was able to partially
restore. It is 6 inches in height, 4f inches diameter at the bulge,
2 inches at mouth, and 1-J inches at base, with five circular indenta-
tioriw round the bulge. The workmen state that the skeleton lay in
a grave cut in the chalk, about 4 feet from the surface. The site
of th in interment is a few yards to the west of the British trackway
(Pilgrim Way) on the western side of the Medway.

EIPPI/E.—Mr. S. Manser of St. Olaf's, Deal, kindly favours
me with particulars of Roman interments recently met with in
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Mr. J. E. Turner's stone pits. Three large serise, from 5 lo 7 feet
in circumference, containing calcined bones, appear to have been
found near each other, but nothing else seems to have been observed
accompanying them.

EOCHESTER. — By the courtesy of the Dean of [Rochester,
Messrs. Spink and Son, the well-known Numismatists of Piccadilly,
kindly favour me with the following particulars of four silver
pennies of the Eochester Mint which are in their possession:—

AETHEKRED II., 979—1016.
1. Penny. Ending 22-6. + JEBELEED, EEX. ANGrLO .

filleted bust of King to left. Reverse.- + 2ELFHEN . M .
ON . EOFEE, a small cross in centre.

2. Ditto, same type and reference. Reverse : + EADNOD .
M . ON . EOF, small cross in centre.

3. Ditto. Eudiug22-4. J2DBLEED . EEX . ANDLOEV,
King's bust to left, with sceptre. Reverse : + EDSIDE . M .
OEOFE, short voided cross, with EEVX in the angles.

EADWEA.RD THE CONFESSOR, 1042—1066.
4. Penny. Euding 25-18. EDVEED . EBX . King's

bust with conical helmet to right. Reverse: + DODYINE .
ON . EOFEH, a voided cross with each limb terminating in
crescents.

EOCHESTER.—In November 1901 a portion of the garden in
rear of the ancient palace of the Bishops of Eochester was sold by
the Dean and Chapter to the Corporation, to enable the road to be
widened at the junction of Boley Hill Eoad and St. Margaret's
Street, in order to do away with a corner dangerous to vehicular
traffic at that spot. This historic corner has been tampered with
before, on which occasion a portion of the Norman wall, which runs
through the Deauery garden and under Minor Canon Eow to Boley
Hill Eoad, was at this point removed. "When the trench was dug for
the foundation of the new piece of wall just erected, the dustbin of
the palace was discovered built against the short length of city wall
there remaining. On finding that it contained numerous objects of
interest we cleared out the bin to its depth of 10 feet, revealing a
great variety of articles sufficiently old to be included in this Eeport.
They were of course in a fragmentary state, but I succeeded hi
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restoring many of them. The following is a list of those I con-
sidered worthy of a place in the Eochester Museum:—

ORIENTAL POKCELAIN.

Blue mottled plate with fine white medallions, decorated with
flowers, fruit, and other devices. Diameter, 10£ inches. Mark
(Chaffers, sixth edition, p. 398).

Two small bowls, blue and white.
Pour cups, blue and white.
Base of cup. Mark, a univalve shell (Chaffers, p. 392).
Two elegant cups, decorated with flowers and birds perched on

a fence; red, blue, and gold.
Several very pretty saucers in blue and white, and others

coloured red, blue, and gold.

GENOESE MAJOLICA.

A globular vase finely painted in dark blue, with foliage, a hare,
and other devices. It once possessed handles or projecting orna-
ments on each side, formed from a round pipe painted blue and
bent into three loops placed horizontally. Mark, a beacon (Chaf-
fers, p. 181; Reynolds' Collection, South Kensington Museum).

A. fluted cup with floral border round rim and'base.
»

DELFT.

Plate, blue and white, with seascape. Ships in the distance;
upon the shore are trees and four Dutchmen, wildfowl flying over.

Plate, blue and white. Groups of flowers in ovals round edge;
in centre, trees, house, figures, etc.

Two plates, blue and white. Chinaman and woman facing and
pointing the forefinger at each other.

Bowl, blue and white. Floral pattern.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Circular dish, glazed inside. Large rude figure of a horse out-
lined in relief, in dark brown slip on a buff ground; in the field,
at the back of the horse's head, is a curious kite-shaped decoration
in slip. Diameter, 11 inches.

Two circular dishes, glazed inside, each 10£ inches in diameter;
buff colour, with wavy, combed pattern.

A fragment of a similar dish with the letters I.H. in relief.
Bowl of fine hard brown ware, decorated with incised markings

enclosed within lines. Height, 2£ inches; diameter, 4£ inches.
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Two pots of coarse brown ware, glazed inside, each having a loop
for handle. Height, 4 inches ; diameter of mouth 6J- inches, base
3£ inches.

Three pots of common white glazed ware.
A highly-finished mug-shaped vessel of thin stone-coloured

glazed ware, handle missing. Height, 2 inches; diameter, I inch.
Other fragments of this ware were found.

A saucer of similar ware, but much coarser. Diameter, 3f inches.
Cup of well-made brown glazed ware, very thin. Height,

2£ inches; diameter of mouth 2i inches, base 1̂  inches.
A fragment of the same ware, decorated with flowers in gold.
Pot of hard brown stone-ware. Height, 3 inches; diameter of

mouth 1% inches, base 1 inch.
Jar of Nassau ware, ornamented round the body with a lion

rampant, enclosed in a purple festooned border and a flower of six
petals encircled with a purple border, alternately disposed. Height,
5i inches ; diameter of mouth !$• inches, base 5£ inches.

Two white clay objects resembling whist pawns ; they may have
been used as extinguishers for candles. Height, 2 inches.

GLASS.

Stems of stout tall wine-glasses of various patterns.
fragment of a tumbler, engraved with flowers, a ship, etc.
Ten bottles and phials of pale-green glass (all perfect).
Flagons of black, dark green, and blue colour, about fifty in

number, of various sixes and nearly all perfect, many being beauti-
fully iridescent from the action of the earth upon the surface of the
glass.

A fragment of amber glass, decorated with Sowers in red paint,
and further embellished with loops of white opaque glass in relief.

BONE.

Six rings, about the size of those used for curtains.
A knife and a fork-handle of antique pattern.

METAL

A brass hinge, of elaborate form, that probably belonged to a
bureau or casket.

Two leaden rings with oval seals attached, which appear to have
belonged to the necks of bottles (perhaps the flagons mentioned
above). Upon the seals is a line in relief, lengthwise.

A trade token of JOSHVA HOLLAND IIS! CHATHAM. 1668.
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The most interesting object in the collection is a plate bearing
the arms of the Admiralty Court of Rochester, of which we give an
Illustration. The plate is 8 inches in diameter, of good white
glazed ware, the heraldic device being of a rich dark-blue colour.
A small fragment of a similar plate was also found. There is no
doubt that when the Members of the Court sat around the festive
board, they dined off plates decorated as we have described; but
how came portions of two of them in the palace dustbin ? Either
the Court was held there after the Bishops ceased to reside in it, or
some one became possessed of some of the plates who subsequently
lived there. They would hardly have been thrown into the bin
casually over a high city wall.

The majority of the articles enumerated belong to the seventeenth
century, while a few may be assigned to the early part of the
eighteenth; hence they were used by persons occupying the palace
after 1649, when it was sold to Charles Bowles and Nathaniel
Andrews.

MINSTER, SHEPPEY.—My friend Dr. Arrol informed me that
a gold coin was in the possession of Mr. Q-eorge McKee of the " Sea
View" Hotel, Sheerness, which was found four or five years ago
along the shore between Minster and Warden. It had been
washed out of the clay which had fallen from the cliff. Mr.
McKee kindly shewed me the coin, which reads thus :—

Obverse: D . N . LIBIVS . SEVEEVS . PE . AVG-.
Reverse : VICTOE . AVGGG.

the Emperor holding a long cross in the right hand, his foot
treading on the head of a dragon. In the exergue, EA (Mint
mark of Eavenna); beneath, COMOB. Stevenson's Dictionary of
Roman Coins gives "COMOB, otherwise CONOB=Ofo«sfoM#-
nopoli Obsiynala, or Constantinopoli oj/icina Secunda."

This discovery in Sheppey is welcome, as we know next to
nothing about the occupation of the island by the Romans. There
is no doubt that numerous antiquities have gone down with the
cliffs and been carried away by the sea for centuries; but now that
a Light Railway runs through the island, buildings will spring up
along its course in due time, when we may hope to see some
evidences of its early history.

Kent Archaeological Society is a registered charity number 223382
© Kent Archaeological Society
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