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Conferences will discuss Kent’s past,  
from Anglo-Saxon times to industrial revolution 

Kent’s Anglo-Saxon heritage, historic houses and industrial archaeology will be the themes of Kent 

Archaeological Society conferences in October (2015), hosted by eminent archaeologists and historians. 

The programme for ‘Past industries of Kent and relevant buildings’ at Blue Town Heritage Centre, Sheerness, 

on Saturday 24 October will include talks by Dr Maureen Green on Hayle Mill, Maidstone, which thrived in the 

19th century despite continuing to use traditional papermaking techniques; and by Sue Harris on the restoration 

of the grounds of Quex Park, Birchington. 

Dr Maureen Green with a picture of Hayle Mill 

Hayle Mill ceased production in 1987 and was owned and operated for 150 years by five successive generations 

of the Green family - finally by Maureen’s husband, Simon. Maureen won the Kent Archaeological Society’s 

£3,000 Hasted Prize in 2014 for a 120,000 word thesis on the history of Hayle Mill. 
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Hayle Mill, pictured c. 1880, produced hand-made paper well into the twentieth century. 
(Photo by permission of Simon Barcham Green) 

Quex House, home of the Powell-Cotton Museum, dates back to the early 1400s. Sue Harris, its head gardener, 

is in charge of its acclaimed informal gardens. 

After the talks there will be presentations on Blue Town’s former Victorian music hall (the venue in which the 

conference will be held) and the history of Blue Town, followed by a tour of the area, which acquired its name 

when its inhabitants used paint from the nearby Admiralty dockyard to weatherproof their houses. 

Tickets for the conference cost £20, including light lunch and refreshments. For a booking form 

email mike@mikeclinch.co.uk  or download from www.kentarchaeology.org.uk  .  

‘Anglo-Saxon Kent: Old and New Discoveries’ at Rutherford College, University of Kent at Canterbury, on 

Saturday 31 October, will include talks by KAS curator Dr Andrew Richardson on the society’s collection of ‘finds’ 

of that period; Keith Parfitt on settlements in the Dover area and on the east Kent downs; Ges Moody on his 

research into where St Augustine and his missionaries landed in Thanet; Dr Andrew Richardson and Dana 

Goodburn Brown of Conservation Science Investigations  (CSI) on The Meads Cemetery, Sittingbourne; Dr Gabor 

Thomas and Dr Alexandra Knox on discoveries at Lyminge; and Alison Taylor on St Peter’s Cemetery, Thanet. 

Among the ‘finds’ that will be featured are iron ‘grave goods’ from Anglo-Saxon cemeteries at Sarre and 

Patrixbourne, discovered more than 140 years ago during one of the KAS’s first ‘digs’. 
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Recent X-ray and XRF (X-ray fluorescence) spectrometry analysis by CSI has revealed gold and silver decorations 

on the objects. 

Four conserved objects from the Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, pictured with a £1 coin for comparison. 

Keith Parfitt of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust, who won the 2013 Rescue Dig of the Year prize for his work 

at Folkestone Roman villa, said: ‘My talk will consider the evidence for settlements along the Dour valley inland 

of Dover, focussing on the cemetery at Buckland, before looking at the rare settlement evidence recorded at 

Church Whitfield on the downs north of Dover. 

Keith Parfitt 

Excavation of an Anglo-Saxon building at Church Whitfield. 
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‘Work during the construction of the Whitfield - Eastry Bypass revealed rare evidence of an Anglo-Saxon 

settlement at Church Whitfield, not far from the late Saxon parish church. Here, sometime during the late sixth 

century AD, an Anglo-Saxon farmstead or hamlet was established, perhaps positioned at a local crossroads.  

‘This settlement contained at least four sunken-featured buildings and two surface-built, wall-post structures, 

one certainly a hall. A small assemblage of pottery and other material came from the fillings of the 

sunken-featured buildings. The site seems to have been abandoned by the end of the seventh-century’. 

Exactly where St Augustine and his fellow missionaries landed in Kent in AD 597 has been long been debated by 

historians and topographical researchers. Said Ges Moody of the Trust for Thanet Archaeology: ‘My talk will be 

based on research for my book St Augustine's First Footfall, which re-examines the evidence for the possible 

locations of Augustine's landing place.  

‘My primary interest is in the historical geography of the Isle of Thanet. Much valuable research on the subject 

was published in the 19th century in response to the search for the landing place of Augustine and of the earlier 

reputed landings by Hengest and Horsa. I re-examined the geographical evidence presented in these works and 

compared the early analysis with present day understanding of the landscape.  

‘My research also reviewed the assumptions made in the past about the cultural context of Augustine's mission 

and of the population of Anglo-Saxon Britain, highlighting some of the major changes in historical and 

archaeological interpretations of the context of the event. My talk will be illustrated with historic maps and 

images inspired by the event’. 

Ges Moody on a beach near Ramsgate ¬one of several possible sites of St Augustine’s first footfall. 
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St Augustine’s Cross, erected at Ebbsfleet by Lord Granville in 1884 
 to commemorate the landing of St Augustine. (Photo: Kent Archaeological Society) 

Above: two commemorative plaques erected at St Augustine’s Cross, Ebbsfleet. 
(Photos: Kent Archaeological Society) 

Dr Thomas and Dr Knox of the University of Reading will shed light on the amazing discoveries (recently, 

featured in the BBC TV series Digging for Britain) that were made on the site of an Anglo-Saxon monastery, 

presided over by a royal abbess, that stood in the village of Lyminge 1,300 years ago. Excavations are now 

showing that Lyminge was an important place before this, with Anglo-Saxon occupation extending back into the 

5th century AD.  
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Said Dr Knox: ‘My lecture will be an overview of some of the most important aspects of the Lyminge 

excavations’. 

Tickets for ‘Anglo-Saxon Kent: Old and New Discoveries’ cost £20. Download a booking form 
from www.kentarchaeology.org.uk or email membership@kentarchaeology.org.uk for full details. 

The KAS is also supporting a Joint Study Day entitled ‘Investigating the North Coast of Kent’ at Rutherford 

College on Saturday 17 October, organized by the University of Kent and the Council for Kentish Archaeology 

and led by Dr Brian Philp, one of the most experience field archaeologists working in Kent and beyond.  

Dr Philp will talk about Faversham Abbey and the tomb of King Stephen. Among the other speakers will be Dr 

Gillian Draper of Canterbury Christ Church University, who will look at the transformation of the Hundred of 

Hoo, from medieval to modern times. 

Tickets cost £5.00. Details of the programme will be posted on the CKA’s 

website http://cka.moon-demon.co.uk/cka_index.htm 

For JPEGs of the above images contact Paul Tritton at paul.tritton@btinternet.com 

6 

Founded 1857 
Registered Charity No: 223382 

www.kentarchaeology.org.uk 
www.kentarchaeology.ac 

http://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/
http://www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/
mailto:membership@kentarchaeology.org.uk
http://cka.moon-demon.co.uk/cka_index.htm

