
Conference Information

For our Autumn Conference 2018 we explore the Iron Age through its artefacts. 
Some of these are studied as “Celtic Art” - the range of metalwork bearing 
beautiful decorative devices, the swirls, spirals and other motifs contributing 
to  La Tène aesthetic. Design (as in decoration, form, or manufacture) and 
Destiny (practical purposes, signals of identity, wear, tear and repair, and 
finally loss or deliberate deposition) tell us today something of the User and 
their status, the Makers and their skills, and the extended lifetimes of heirloom 
objects or utilitarian products.

Even within the British Iron Age, Celtic Art and decorative non-metal artefacts 
have several centuries of use, and changing fashions are in evidence. How were 
items worn? Are textiles preserved? New research has plumbed deeper depths 
into the possibilities of symbols and their meanings, the hidden faces, the sun 
and moon, the red colours, the swirls and cross-hatching, and the use of exotic 
components such as coral or glass. Utilitarian items inform us about potting 
techniques, food residues and wheeled transport. What systems of exchange or 
tribute, both social and sacred, bring items to their final place of preservation 
and recovery? How was coinage “used” when it appeared in Gaul and Britain?

Our speakers will bring varied perspectives on artefact research to enlarge our 
understanding of social influences and the economics of trade and exchange 
in this period as Britain was influenced by the events and upheavals from pre-
Roman Gaul and the Roman invasion of Northern Europe. 

Venue: King’s Church, Brooks Road, Lewes BN7 2BY.

Getting there: Lewes is easily accessible by road and public transport. 
There is no parking on site, but there is on-street parking around the 
building, and a long-stay car park half a mile away. Lewes station and taxi 
rank is just under one mile away and buses stop at the end of Brooks Road.  
Further details, including directions, will be sent with confirmation of your 
booking.

Registration opens at 9.30am for you to sign in and collect your copy of the 
conference handbook. Your ticket includes a light lunch and coffee/tea on arrival 
and in the breaks. If you have special dietary requirements or particular access 
needs, we will do our best to accommodate these if we have advance notice. 

Non-members are welcome  

Please direct all conference enquiries to:  
Lorna Gartside, Sussex Archaeological Society, Bull House,  

92 High Street, LEWES BN7 1XH
tel: 01273 405737 email: members@sussexpast.co.uk
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Late Iron Age harness fitting  
Image courtesy of the Portable Antiquities Scheme



Conference Programme
Saturday 20 October 2018

  10.00am Welcome and introduction by Conference Chair
  Caroline Wells, President of the Sussex Archaeological Society
  
  10.05am What did Celtic art do and why decorate? 
 Dr Jody Joy, Senior Curator (Archaeology), Museum of 

Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Cambridge 

  10.45am Cause and effect in Iron Age brooches
                       Dr Sophia Adams, Research Associate, Scottish Universities 

Environmental Research Centre, University of Glasgow

  11.25am tea/coffee

  11.45am Beyond repair: investigating the use, damage and
  modification of Celtic art objects  

Dr Helen Chittock, Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford
                        
  12.25pm Pattern and playfulness: playing with forms and textures 

in Celtic art
                       Dr Julia Farley, Curator of British & European Iron Age 

Collections, British Museum
 

    1.05pm        lunch
                       
    2.00pm The art of the chariot              
 Dr Melanie Giles, Senior Lecturer in Archaeology, University of                      

Manchester

    2.40pm A pot of gold: mining ceramic data
 Anna Doherty, Senior Ceramicist, Archaeology South East

    3.10pm Recent Iron Age finds from East and West Sussex
  Edwin Wood, Sussex Finds Liaison Officer, Portable Antiquities 

Scheme

    3.30pm tea/coffee

    3.50pm The craft of the Iron Age helmet: production, function 
and design 

 Dr Jaime Kaminski, Senior Lecturer, University of Brighton

    4.15pm Objects of adornment, self-identity and the evolution of 
social currencies in south east Britain 

 Dr John Creighton, University of Reading
  
    4.55pm Questions and End

Conference Booking Form
Early booking is strongly recommended as our conferences usually sell out. The 
conference fee is £50 per person (students £25) to include a conference booklet, 

refreshments and lunch.

Book online at  
https://sussexpast.co.uk/event/ironage  

by phone (01273 405737) or complete the form below. 

Name..................................................................   (SAS member no:...........)

Address......................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

....................................................................Postcode:................................

Tel: (daytime)..............................................................................................

Email:.........................................................................................................

If the event is oversubscribed, we will add you to a waiting list and contact you if a place 
becomes available. If you do not supply a mobile number or email address, we may not be 
able to reach you in time for you to be offered a place at short notice.

Confirmation and registration details will be sent by email. 
If you prefer confirmation by post, please include s.a.e. with your booking form.

Please book ...... ticket(s) @ £50  and/or ...... ticket(s) @ £25 (student rate*)
Cheques should be payable to Sussex Past. 

*To qualify for the discounted student rate you must be on an award-bearing course at the 
time of the conference and supply the name of the course and the college below:

.................................................................................................................

Please advise dietary needs or special access requirements:

.................................................................................................................

 Send your completed form & payment with S.A.E. if applicable to:
Lorna Gartside, Bull House, 92 High Street, LEWES BN7 1XH 

tel: 01273 405737 (Tuesday - Wednesday, 10am - 3pm) 
email: members@sussexpast.co.uk


