
Conference Information

The day offers a broad overview of the changing relationship between the 
Sussex landscape and the people who lived here, from the earliest arrivals. Our 
speakers are specialists in their periods, and will identify key themes for which 
some evidence remains. The emphasis will be on how new ideas resulted in 
significant changes in the use of the Sussex landscape. 

Roman and Saxon governance, settlement and land use were very different from 
each other, but it was not until the medieval period that the rural landscape of 
Sussex took on an appearance we would recognise today, with the development 
of larger farms enabling their owners or tenants to play a significant role in the 
life of parishes. The dissolution of the monasteries and the rise of large country 
estates and market towns during the 16th & 17th centuries had a significant 
impact on the landscape, while the wars and revolutions of the late 18th & 
early 19th centuries kept people from travelling abroad and so encouraged 
the development of our coastal resorts. The late 19th century saw increased 
movement from towns into the countryside, aided by trains, cars, buses and 
bikes, and this had a great impact on rural society.
  
We will be organising a selection of visits related to our conference theme 
throughout 2018. These events will be advertised to members in our newsletters 
and details will also be available to everyone online at https://sussexpast.co.uk/
become-a-member/conferences-events. Entry to these does not form part of 
your conference ticket - fees and number restrictions will apply. All the events 
are open to non-members and guests. The conference handbook will also include 
accessible sites from every period which you may visit independently.

Registration opens at 9.30am for you to sign in and collect your copy of the 
conference handbook. Your ticket includes a light lunch and coffee/tea on arrival 
and in the breaks. If you have special dietary requirements or particular access 
needs, we will do our best to accommodate these if we have advance notice. 

Venue: King’s Church, Brooks Road, Lewes BN7 2BY.
Getting there: Lewes is easily accessible by road and public transport. There 
is no parking on site, but there is on-street parking around the building, and a 
long-stay car park half a mile away. Lewes station and taxi rank is just under 
one mile away and buses stop at the end of Brooks Road.
 
Further details, including directions, will be sent with confirmation of your 
booking.

Non-members are welcome  

Please direct all conference enquiries to:  
Lorna Gartside, Sussex Archaeological Society, Bull House,  

92 High Street, LEWES BN7 1XH
tel: 01273 405737, email: members@sussexpast.co.uk
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Conference Programme
Saturday 28 April 2018

  10.00am Welcome and introduction by Conference Chair
  Casper Johnson, Team Manager – Heritage and Records 
                       Management, The Keep, East Sussex County Council
  
  10.05am Downland flint and Wealden sand: the Stone Age 

landscapes of Sussex 
 Dr Matt Pope FSA, Principal Research Associate in Palaeolithic 

Archaeology, UCL Institute of Archaeology 

  10.45am Landscapes of power and ritual: the impact of the first 
agricultural communities before the Roman invasion

                       Dr Anne Teather, Honorary Senior Research Fellow, UCL 
Institute of Archaeology

  
  11.25am tea/coffee

  11.45am The landscape ruled by Rome: diversity and decline 
                        Dr John Manley, specialist in Roman studies 
                       
  12.25pm Landscape and territory from Roman Reginorum to the 

South Saxon kingdom  
Scott Chausée, PhD student, UCL Institute of Archaeology
 

    1.05pm        lunch
                       
    2.00pm We the Better Sort: houses of the emerging parish middle 

class in the landscape, 1350-1500              
 David Martin FSA, IHBC, Wealden buildings expert and formerly 

Senior Historic Buildings Officer at Archaeology South-East, UCL

    2.40pm ‘Bare ruined choirs’ and secular power and glory: how 
the early modern gentleman changed the landscape of 
Sussex

 Dr Caroline Adams, archivist and historian

    3.20pm tea/coffee

    3.40pm The impact of some Georgian and early Victorian 
innovations on the landscape of Sussex c. 1680-1850 

 Dr Sue Berry FSA, independent historian and expert on Sussex 
in this period

    4.20pm ‘Smoke-dried citizens’ and the Sussex countryside 1850-
1939 

 Brian Short, Professor Emeritus, University of Sussex
  
    5.00pm Questions and End

Conference Booking Form
Early booking is strongly recommended as our conferences usually sell out. The 
conference fee is £50 per person (students £25) to include a conference booklet, 

refreshments and lunch.

Book online at  
https://sussexpast.co.uk/event/landscape  

by phone (01273 405737) or complete the form below. 

Name..................................................................   (SAS member no:...........)

Address......................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

....................................................................Postcode:................................

Tel: (daytime)..............................................................................................

Email:.........................................................................................................

If the event is over subscribed, we will add you to a waiting list and contact you if a place 
becomes available. If you do not supply a mobile number or email address, we may not be able 
to reach you in time for you to be offered a place at short notice.

Confirmation and registration details will be sent by email. 
If you prefer confirmation by post, please include s.a.e. with your booking form.

Please book ...... ticket(s) @ £50  and/or ...... ticket(s) @ £25 (student rate*)
Cheques should be payable to Sussex Past. 

*To qualify for the discounted student rate you must be on an award-bearing course at the 
time of the conference and supply the name of the course and the college below:

.................................................................................................................

Please advise dietary needs or special access requirements:

.................................................................................................................

 Send your completed form & payment with S.A.E. if applicable to:
Lorna Gartside, Bull House, 92 High Street, LEWES BN7 1XH 

tel: 01273 405737 (Tuesday - Friday, 10am - 3pm) 
email: members@sussexpast.co.uk


