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The Education Committee members are: 

The Education Committee Terms of Reference are:
1)  To advise Council on how to promote the Society’s objects in educational establishments and 
among young people

2)  To support educational programmes and activities adopted by Council, 
delivered by organisations and individuals across the county

This news sheet reports on educational work carried out by organisations 
who have benefitted from KAS grants in the current year

Andy Harmsworth and Marion Green of the KAS Education Committee presented the Ian Coulson Bursary to St 
John’s RC Comprehensive, Gravesend, at their school assembly. 
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Canterbury Archaeological Trust 
The Trust has seen some challenging times this 
year. In the first few months, the Kingsmead 
store suffered a series of burglaries which 
resulted in the loss of original finds and many 
items from our loans collections. Happily, 
some of the finds have been recovered but the 
stolen loans objects remain missing. Friends 
of Canterbury Archaeological Trust funded 
some replacement items and a ‘Boat 1550 BC’ 
colleague in Flanders donated some replica axes, 
bringing them over when the Oudenaarde fire 
brigade running team came for the Hastings half 
marathon J. Fortunately some boxes were safely 
out in schools at the time of the burglaries so 
schools in Chatham, Folkestone, Dover, Ashford, 
Ramsgate, Maidstone, Aylesham and Bredgar 
have used boxes this year. Even so, the disruption 
to the bulk of the resources meant that in the late 
Spring the loans service had to be suspended.

There has been some increase in attendance 
at Careers Fairs with visits to secondary schools 
in Canterbury, Broadstairs and Birchington and in 
Meet the Archaeologist workshops at the Beaney 
Learning Lab in Canterbury for school groups from 
France, Germany and the Netherlands.

Resulting from the Trust’s involvement in the 
Lyminge excavations, Reading University has been 
discussing with CAT the production of a Lyminge 
handling kit as a teaching resource. The university 
would apply for funding for this as part of its post-
excavation programme.

Public events this year have included a family 
day at the Guildhall, Sandwich, to support 
its planning of future public provision and 
participating in the Canterbury Medieval Pageant 
alongside the Centre for Kent History and Heritage 
at Canterbury Christ Church University.

The Oudenaarde fire brigade team brought replica 
axes from Flanders. 

Guildhall Sandwich family day: “What could these 
be?” and “What would we find in the future?”

But, we are feeling very positive about the 
move to the new Wincheap location, the new 
home for all education/outreach resources, finds 
and associated staff. We have been preparing for 
the move which is now expected to take place 
in November. When we take up occupation, the 
loans collections will be assessed and we are 
hopeful that this service can be revived. Canterbury medieval pageant. 
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of transition. One of  
Annie’s first jobs will be to get the loans 
collections up and running again from their 
new home at the Wincheap location. The Trust 
is currently reviewing its website overall which 
will include refreshing the ‘Learning about the 
Past’ zone in the light of recent changes and 
developments in provision into 2019.

It is anticipated that the new Wincheap 
location will be multi-functional: a finds store, 
finds processing centre and a space which can 
offer further learning opportunities. To this end 
and on a voluntary basis, I will be reviving our 
fabric and form ceramic collections for the benefit 
of Trust staff, volunteers and other external 
interested parties. Those lovely pots need to be 
seen again and enjoyed.

Marion Green
Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Coinciding with the change of location for 
the Trust’s education/outreach resources and 
staff this autumn, came a change in how the 
Trust’s education service will be delivered in the 
future. I stepped away formally from the role 
of Education Officer at the end of September 
after many enjoyable and satisfying years, the 
vast majority supported by the Society. Our 
Community Archaeologist, Annie Partridge, 
takes on schools work in her expanded role and 
the plan is that she will be supported by Martin 
Crowther who joins the Learning team in a 
freelance capacity. Martin is a very experienced 
educator with 20 years of association with the 
Trust in a variety of child and adult learning 
contexts. We envisage his primary role as 
delivering themed classroom visits in Kent 
schools which we are in the process of reviewing.

In the autumn/winter of 2018 I am 
supporting both Annie and Martin in this period 

In the New Year, students and teachers at St 
John’s RC Comprehensive School Gravesend 
continued to work on production of their 
World War l teaching resources funded by the 
Ian Coulson bursary.  Their work was carried 
out during the 2017–18 school year and was 
completed by the end of the summer term.  

Ian Coulson Bursary for Local History/Archaeology in Kent Schools
As a starting point, students used the names 

on their local war memorial, carrying out research 
to produce biographies of soldiers from the 
local area.  With the help of local historians and 
surviving family members they used a variety 
of sources during their investigations including 
local newspapers, census returns and the 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
website. Also part of the project was a group 
visit to Cambrai. The teachers have said that 
the project forged powerful links between the 
students and the young men they investigated, 
not much older than they are, who volunteered 
to serve their King and Country one hundred 
years ago. There is no doubt that Ian would 
approve of this project.  

Andy Harmsworth liaised with the school 
and gave sterling support particularly with the 

structure of the Teacher’s Guide.  As a result there 
is now a set of resource materials (Scheme of 
Work, Teacher Guide and Student Booklet) in a 
format for other recipients of the bursary to follow.  
The new World War I teaching resources from St 
John’s will be posted on the CAT and KAS websites 
for the benefit of other schools in the county.  

The 2018 recipient of the bursary is The 
Archbishop’s School, Canterbury for it’s ‘Kent’s 
Place in History’ project, looking at key events in 
the county from the Roman period to World War II.

Canterbury Young Archaeologist Club
Due to the continuing goodwill of local 
organisations we have again been able to 
offer our usual wide range of opportunities for 
youngsters to get involved with Archaeology 
and hopefully foster a lifelong interest in and 
understanding of its importance.

January saw us thankfully inside at the 
Beaney, Canterbury, handling and discussing 
objects from everyday Greek life. This gave us 
the chance to also engage the members in 
discussions as to why some objects were more 
likely to survive than others and how that varies 
depending on the environmental conditions. Ancient Greeks session at the Beaney, Canterbury.

Andy Harmsworth and Marion Green of the KAS 
Education Committee at St John’s RC Comprehensive, 
Gravesend, with teachers and students who took 
part in the World War I project supported by the Ian 
Coulson Bursary.

Biographies were part of the student research.  
A student booklet.
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5000 years of pottery at the Antoinette Centre.

Ges and Thanet Trust for Archaeology hosted 
a workshop for the members on pottery through 
the ages at the revamped educational facility at 
the Antoinette Centre, with examples covering 
the last 5000 years. This led onto members 
testing their understanding to try and work out 
for themselves the potential age and type of 
various pottery shards. 

A major event this year took place in April 
when we organised an event with Canterbury 
Christ Church University Archaeology department, 
bringing together for the first time members 
of all three YAC branches in the historic County 
of Kent – Canterbury, North Downs and Bexley 
groups. Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh and Dr Ellie 
Williamson helped by other members of the 
Archaeology and History departments led over 
thirty youngsters through an exploration of 
skeletal remains, split between two sessions 
across the day. Unfortunately the available 
weekend for this fell at the end of the Easter 
school holidays resulting in attendance by less 
than half the normal combined number for the 
three branches.  Members were able to handle 
the skeletons and use undergraduate worksheets 
to teach them how to investigate human 
skeletons to ascertain their age and sex; also 
how the state of the bones and teeth and marks 

Osteoarchaeology workshop for the three Kent YAC 
groups with Canterbury Christ Church University 
Archaeology department.

on them were clues to injuries the people might 
have suffered and their lifestyles. The youngsters 
could also have a go at sorting animal bones. The 
enthusiasm and enjoyment of the members in 
attendance were matched by the lecturers who 
were both surprised by and fed off the members’ 
enthusiasm and quest for knowledge. 

It is hoped that this will lead to further 
cooperation and events with CCCU in the future. 
All three clubs are currently looking for an event 
or major project next year where we can bring the 
members together again.

In May we were able to take up a kind 
invitation from the CITiZAN team, who drove 
down to Reculver from the other side of London 
to run a session especially for the club on coastal 
archaeology. The tide timetable meant a very 
early start for the CITiZAN team, the members 
and their parents who had to be on the beach at 
Reculver by 9am to catch lowtide. We started with 
a walk along the foreshore, introducing members 
to reasons for coastal erosion and the effect on 
archaeological remains, using old photos and 
maps to show how the coast at Reculver has 
changed over time. Members were then taught 
how to use the CITiZAN app and downloaded it 
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onto their own or their parents’ phones to enable 
them to locate archaeology whenever they are 
at the coast. The session concluded with a brief 
look at Reculver’s standing remains and brief 
introduction to using structural clues to identify 
locations of old doors and windows and phases 
of construction. Having since been on a YAC 
leaders training weekend, I am looking to use 
the new YAC materials, including worksheets 
on introducing the archaeology of buildings, to 
run a designated session next year. Any ideas of 
suitable buildings near Canterbury are welcomed. 

We also managed to fit in a visit to The 
Ramsgate Tunnels for an extended guided tour of 
World War II tunnels and reconstructed life in an 
air raid shelter which extended well beyond the 
allotted tour time.    

Late Autumn/early winter we will be visiting 
Regia Anglorum’s base at ‘Wildwood’ for a hands-
on session on Anglo-Saxon life and joining the 
community ‘Finding Eanswythe’ dig in Folkestone, 
before returning indoors and back to the Beaney 
for another finds handling session. 

We are in the early stages of planning the 2019 
meetings and as always open for anyone with an 
idea for a session, or who is willing to host a visit 
or lead a practical session.

We continue to attract new members; overall 
membership remains stable around the twenty 
mark.  Actual attendance fluctuates dependent 
on when meetings fall relative to school sport 
fixtures, school holidays and the exam period. 

Historic Research Group of Sittingbourne hosted an 
excavation session.

Thanks to invitations from both Paul Wilkinson 
and Historic Research Group of Sittingbourne, 
we were again able to visit excavations this 
year enabling members to see how a dig is run, 
practise fieldwork techniques and the basics 
of ‘trench etiquette’. Thankfully we chose, by 
luck, two of the less hot days this summer. The 
time kindly taken by the volunteers at both 
sites to explain how they had decided to locate 
the trenches, what they hoped to find and to 
answer questions was greatly appreciated by 
the members. Visits to excavations remain the 
sessions the youngsters most look forward to. 

Cry for help! Having lost five assistant leaders 
due to their moving away this year (four during 
the summer), has just left myself and two 
other DBS cleared assistants (one of whom is 
away between January and June next year). 
To run a meeting, we are required to have 
two and ideally three DBS cleared individuals 
in attendance. I urgently therefore need to 
recruit, ideally with archaeological experience or 
knowledge, a couple of people willing to give up 
no more than one Saturday morning per month 
to come along and help supervise meetings. 
There is no expectation that volunteers will be 
able to help every meeting and the larger the 
pool I can draw on the better. The club will fund 
and arrange for the DBS clearance. Anyone 
interested in possibly helping please contact me.  
Thank you.

Peter Walker, Branch Leader
Canterbury Young Archaeologists Club
Canterbury.yac@gmail.com | 07967975486
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The Trust for Thanet Archaeology has been 
entirely focussed on its charitable aims of 
providing education in archaeology since March 
2018, when we ceased to offer commercial 
archaeological services. The Trust is now 
managed by a volunteer Trustee committee, 
operating the Antoinette Centre education 
facility at Quex Park, which houses our collection 
representing Thanet’s significant archaeological 
heritage. Activities are directed toward innovative 
approaches to providing education opportunities. 
The Kent Archaeological Society education grant 
has been directed to developing the Antoinette 
Centre as a resource for all Kent’s archaeological 
community.

In 2018 we hosted several researchers, 
giving access to various classes of artefacts in 
our collection, making material available to a 
regional survey of querns and millstones and 
continuing collaboration with researchers in 
the Biological Anthropology department at the 
University of Kent, contributing to long term study 
of past populations. Our collection has recently 
been used for a University of Bristol PhD student 
researching skeletal indicators of prehistoric burial 
practise. A student from the University of Kent has 
assisted in an audit of small finds in our collection, 
receiving training in finds handling and collection 
management. With grant assistance from another 
source, we were able to offer a small bursary for 
the student in recognition of her work.

The Trust has worked in partnership with 
two archaeological education providers at the 
Antoinette Centre. This spring Mobile-Archaeology 
ran successful workshops exploring archaeological 
finds, Anglo-Saxon beads and animal bones. 

Trust for Thanet Archaeology

Epic pottery layout. 

Pottery illustration tutorial. 
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Archaeological workshops for children provided 
by ArchaeoLearning are programmed for October.

In response to an acknowledged shortage of 
expertise in archaeological ceramics, the Trust is 
working with Ceramic Thanet, a group led by a 
regional ceramic specialist to promote interest 
in studying ceramics. The Antoinette Centre 
hosted an impressive introductory archaeological 
ceramics workshop, with a layout of pottery from 
our collection in a chronological timeline, as well 
as a training session on drawing pottery. Further 
ceramic workshops are planned.

Organisation of ceramic material in our 
collection into teaching collections by Ceramic 
Thanet has made display and outreach work 
increasingly comprehensive and detailed. A 
pottery workshop for the Canterbury Young 
Archaeologists group in March was well attended 
and our collection provided a layout of Iron Age 
pottery and artefacts for a student Iron Age 
conference at the University of Kent in May.  
The Trust and Ceramic Thanet have developed 
a Pottery Learning Pack, which includes 
introductory guides and a range of pottery sherds 
for study at home, using sherds that might 
otherwise have been discarded or placed in long 
term storage, with no active educational value.

Trust outreach activities have included two 
successful Pop-Up Museum events in September, 

at Addington Street Revival Fair in Ramsgate, and 
at the Droit House on Margate Pier for Heritage 
Open Days. 

The resources of the Antoinette Centre are 
available for collaboration with other educational 
groups and links are developing with the Isle of 
Thanet Archaeological Society, Thanet U3A and 
the Kent Archaeological Society, who can all 
benefit from a dedicated archaeological learning 
space.  Development of the education programme 
at the Antoinette Centre includes the addition of a 
dedicated learning area, with disabled access and 
experiential learning and digital interpretation 
resources. 

Ges Moody 
Trust for Thanet Archaeology

Pop Up Museum Margate. 

Pop Up Museum Ramsgate. 

Pottery learning pack. 


