
Kent Archaeological Society

Education Committee Update - 2014

This update highlights the work carried out by the 
education organisations benefiting from KAS grants 
in 2014. In this issue find out about:

Local and international work carried out by Marion 
Green and the Canterbury Archaeological Trust’s 
Education Service, including use of the popular 
CAT loans collection, and the development of ‘Boat 
1550 BC’ project BOAT KITs as a resource for the 
new Prehistory programme in schools.

Ges Moody and the Trust for Thanet Archaeology’s 
development of exemplary collections for teaching 
skills needed by future archaeologists, alongside a 
exciting hands-on events and community 
programme.

An amazing variety of activities provided for young 
people in Kent as members of the Young 
Archaeologists’ Club in the Canterbury and North 
Downs Branches, led by Abby Found and Lyn 
Palmer.  This year it included a special trip to the 
Trench to learn about the First World War.

The KAS Education Committe

The KAS Education Committee has the following aims:

(1) To advise Council on how to promote the Society’s objects in educational 
establishments and among young people;
 
(2) To support educational programmes and activities adopted by the Council, 
delivered by organisations and individuals across the county.
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Overview

At the time of  writing 
(September), schools in 
Ash, Ashford, Barming, 
Canterbury, Dover, 
Egerton, Folkestone, 
Guston, Hawkinge, High 
Halstow, Hythe, 
Maidstone, Pluckley, 
Rainham, Ramsgate, 
Rochester, Sandown, 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge 
Wells, Tunstall - and  
beyond Kent, in Surrey, 

have this year benefitted from the extensive CAT loans 
collections.  As a result of  the ‘Boat 1550 BC’ project, we 
have now added a set of  Bronze Age themed BOAT 
KITs to the CAT BOXes (inherited from KCC), CAT 
KITs (built with KAS and KCC support) and ARKs (a 
result of  ‘Folkestone, A Town Unearthed’). 

Over the past three years, the Trust has been working on 
the Lyminge Anglo-Saxon project, managed by Reading 
University and Andy Macintosh, a member of  the CAT 
fieldwork team has also been into schools in Lyminge, 
Folkestone and Sittingbourne delivering workshops.  

We continued to support undergraduate teachers at 
Canterbury Christ Church University with lectures and 
workshops and have now further developed our strong 
partnership by contributing to the PGCE programme. 

We began working with the ‘Westgate Parks’ project in 
Canterbury helping to promote the parks’ heritage 
alongside the programme of  environmental enhancement 
and community engagement under the direction of  
Canterbury City Council.  In August, forty local people 
took part in a dig in Westgate Garden where remains of  

Canterbury 

Archaeological 

Trust 

The KAS grant for 2014 has contributed to the funding of  CAT core Education 
Service and completion of  activities associated with the European project, ‘Boat 
1550 BC’.

‘I am feeling much more positive about teaching the 

Bronze Age and the new curriculum … and I am now 

actually trying to work out how I can schedule it for 

my year group rather than somebody else’s! ’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Maidstone.



other items for activities.  Twelve Kent primary schools 
enjoyed a CPD day from CAT and CCCU where they 
used the resources.  

On a second day of  CPD we took the same teachers to 
Provincial Archaeological Museum Velzeke, Flanders, 
which has extensive hands-on collections for Prehistory - 
and other periods.

CAT and CCCU have also used BOAT KIT resources 
with 70 teachers at the Wroxham Schools Alliance 
national conference. 

The BOAT KIT is certainly a valuable asset to our Kent 
primary schools for the new curriculum.  It would be 
good to see it also used at secondary level, perhaps by 
Modern Languages departments (resources are available 
in French and Dutch).  At university level, the Guide has 
even caught the eye of  an Archaeology department for its 
undergraduates.  

Marion Green, Education Officer

Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Roman Watling Street were uncovered.  

CAT International

As part of  the Beaney’s educational programme, we ran 
‘Meet the Archaeologist’ and  ‘Crime and Investigation’ 
sessions for Dutch and French secondary school groups.  

The main focus this year has been completion of  the 
European project, ‘Boat 1550 BC’.

New resource for a new 

Prehistory programme 

‘Boat 1550 BC’ closed in the summer with results 
including a seaworthy half-scale replica of  the Dover 
Bronze Age boat, a tri-lingual travelling exhibition to 
France, England and Belgium, two international 
conferences, a Prehistory programme for primary school 
students at Canterbury Christ Church University and 
developing Archaeology and the Bronze Age materials for 
schools in France, England and Belgium with associated 
CPD for teachers.

Primary schools are now required to teach the Stone Age 
through to the Iron Age and teachers are ravenous for all 
things prehistoric! Well, we can help them. We now have 
twelve, identical BOAT KITs and kits are currently in 
schools in Ashford, Barming, Folkestone, High Halstow 
and Maidstone.  Sets of  kits are also held in Northern 
France and Flanders, for use there.

The BOAT KIT contains a Teaching Guide, a USB pen 
with videos, animations and a Bronze Age themed 
scheme of  work, a replica bronze axe, pottery ‘Beaker’ 
and bronze dress pin, a catalogue from the exhibition and 

 ‘… I wouldn't have considered teaching 

archaeology and am looking forward to using 

some of the kits you showed us.  I feel that we are 

in quite good shape for some interesting hands-on 

prehistory lessons.’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Folkestone

 ‘I must admit I knew very little about the Bronze 

age before.  I am very interested in the subject 

area now!’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Folkestone

‘It’s good to have a period where we don’t know all 

the answers.’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Wroxham
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Trust for

Thanet

Archaeology 

We have used our Dig and Discover boxes to 
demonstrate a wide range of  archaeological principles to 
all ages during school visits and our own events, as well as 
being lent to other groups including the newly formed 
Studying History and Archaeology in Lympne group.

Archaeological excavation is 
often inaccessible to many 
and the Trust has created a 
Site in a Box, to be used 
indoors to teach 
archaeological recording and 
it has been used successfully 
by archaeology students from 
UKC.

Archaeology for You is the main education event 
supported by our KAS Education Committee Grant held 
during the National Festival of  Archaeology in July, in 
Quex Gardens. This year our activities were arranged 
around a site grid and used to demonstrate Geophysics in 
Seeing Beneath the Soil, our Dig and Discover boxes, 
recording and finds processing in Plans and Paperwork 
and pottery processing in Evidence from Objects. Give 
it a Swirl introduced environmental archaeology and 
prehistoric style vessels mosaics were recreated at 
Inspired by the Past. Iron Age and Early Roman re-

enactment group De 
Bello Canzio joined us 
again in the Re-living 
Ancient Life activity 
area. Our new activity 
for Bones and Burials 
is a recreation of  a grave 
used to teach digging 
and recording burials. 

Activities for local 
schools included another 
Roman Day at St. 

Saviour’s Junior School, Westgate and a History Day for 
Upton School, Broadstairs. A talk with finds handling was 
given at Dame Janet Academy School, Ramsgate. For 
schools we give an introduction to archaeological 
methods for exploring and reconstructing past life. Table-
top displays show artefacts from Thanet and our skeleton 
is used to show what graves can tell us about individuals 
and their personal beliefs. At Upton we explored Anglo-

The Trust’s education programme over the past year included organised events 
and projects, working with our volunteers and assisting other archaeological 
groups with information and resources. We continue to develop our training 
resources to use for education activities and to create a legacy of  archaeological 
information and educational material for the people of  Thanet.



Saxon burials. The children at Westgate were introduced 
to the survival of  Roman structures in modern towns and 
an introduction to the Roman legions. In the afternoon a 
volunteer was recruited to serve as a legionary, dressing in 
Roman Armour and classes were formed into Roman 
legions and led into battle while a small detachment of  
guards used shields to create a ‘tortoise’, defending their 
legionary standards from volleys of  foam projectiles. 

Our Roman armour and soldier’s costume is a popular 
resource, a document of  step by step instructions is 
offered from our website and has been sent out 
worldwide. Ewelina Wojdak, of  the Jan Kasprowicz 
Museum, Inowroclaw, Poland contacted us for a copy to 
use in a children’s workshop. She created a set of  armour 
for herself, and designed her own Centurion’s helmet 

which she modelled while 
the children made their 
own helmets and shields.

Following their excavations 
at Lord of  the Manor, 
Ramsgate in 2013, the Isle 
of  Thanet Archaeological 
Society (IoTAS) are keen to 
learn more about Post 
Excavation so that they can 
write up and publish their 
results. The Trust planned a 
series of  workshops on 

Post Excavation for IoTAS beginning with environmental 
archaeology and a practical session processing samples 
with our flotation tank.

Other talks, lectures and finds handling sessions given 
over the year were a lively hands on evening with the 
Thanet Bee Keepers Association and a talk to the 
Broadstairs Society. The Trust is giving a series of  three 
two hour lectures on the Ancient Roots of  Thanet’s 
Towns of  Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate for IoTAS. 
Deputy Director Ges Moody gave a contribution to a 
community archaeology conference organised by Andrew 
Mayfield at Shorne Country Park on the future direction 
of  community archaeology. Our annual conference, of  
lectures and hands on activities is planned for November 
22nd 2014 at Broadstairs Campus of  Canterbury Christ 
Church University.

A lively social media presence is being developed using 
our Journal, Facebook and Twitter pages as part of  our 
plan to engage more people in the archaeology of  
Thanet. In March we took part in a Twitter Museum 
Week project and inspired by similar photo diaries, our 
VM_365 project was launched in June presenting an 
interesting, or thought provoking post related to the 
Virtual Museum, each day for a year. 

Ges Moody

Trust for Thanet Archaeology
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Overview

The Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) is the only UK-
wide club for young people aged up to 17 years with an 
interest in history and archaeology. YAC has a network of  
local branches where children can get involved in hands-
on activities on a regular basis.

The Canterbury YAC branch is one of  around 70 local 
branches in the UK, and is completely volunteer-led.  
2014 saw the branches leadership team swell to seven, 
including Young Assistant Leader, Ellie, a branch member 
who on turning 16, volunteered to help run sessions.

Activities

We started the New Year cutting up Masterpieces at The 
Beaney House of  Art and Knowledge.  Manet’s 
‘Execution of  Maximilian’ was on display from the 
National Gallery, so this was a rare opportunity to learn 
its background, especially why it had been banned and cut 
up!

In March we visited Canterbury 
Archaeological Trust’s Finds 
Room to study some of  the 
amazing Roman pots from 
recent excavations. A real 
highlight of  the day was the 
arrival of  the (replica) Dover 
Bronze Age boat!  As it ‘dry 
docked’ the YACs had the 
chance to hear how it was 
constructed.

In April, Assistant Leader Sarah 
gave the YACs an insight into 

the work of  an Osteoarchaeologist and 
Paleoanthropologist, with a fascinating talk about her job 
including a handling session with lots of  photos of  
unusual diseased bones.

The YACs headed out for their third visit to Western 
Heights in Dover, which has now become a much-
anticipated trip - cheers went up when it was announced 
this year!  The YACs assisted the Western Heights 
Preservation Society volunteers in clearing out rubble 
from one of  the large casements, uncovering some 
unusual finds in the process - newspapers, tobacco 
wrappers and even an enamel mug all dating to 1941!

June saw Canterbury YAC’s first ever coach trip, which 
was funded by a generous KAS grant.  We travelled with 
members of  the North Downs YAC to The Trench to 
meet Private Andy Robertshaw, famous for advising 
Spielberg on the set of  Warhorse.  Andy has constructed a 
replica trench system in his (very big!) back-garden, and 
the YACs had a packed day exploring it.  

Canterbury Young 

Archaeologists’ 

Club

In 2014, Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ Club has been able to run a varied 
programme of  meetings, and continued linking up with several local partnership 
projects.



Trust community dig in Westgate Gardens.  The YACs 
helped to excavate small trenches locating part of  the 
Roman road, Watling Street.

In September the YACs travelled to Rochester and took 
part in the Friends of  Eastgate House Treasure Hunt.  
Two teams of  YACs patrolled up and down the High 
Street looking for clues connecting Rochester with its 
historic past.  The YACs were the first two teams back 
with all 20 answers earning them a massive tub of  flying 
saucers as a prize!

Three fantastic sessions are lined up to complete the year.  
In October the YACs will be metal detecting and field-
walking with the Alkham Valley project.  In November 
we will be joining the Peasants Revolt led by the Freemen 
of  Blean reenactors at Druidstone Park.  In December 
the YACs will be heading out to a wood in Ashford to 
join bushcraft specialist Jack Raven to learn heritage craft 
skills – we will need to wrap up for that!

Canterbury YAC will continue to organise exciting 
meetings to explore the archaeology and history of  the 
local area. Canterbury YAC would like to take this 
opportunity to express our appreciation for the generous 
financial support from the Kent Archaeological Society 
for our activities, especially in helping make the trip to the 
Trench possible.

Abby Found, Branch Leader

Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ Club

On arrival Private Robertshaw gave an introductory talk 
about the outbreak of  WW1, before mustering the YACs 
and spliting them into three troops.  The first troop 
activity involved exploring the uniform, equipment and 
weapons the British Pioneers used on the Western Front.  
For the second activity an army cook explained rations 
and what meals were prepared.  The final activity was a 
visit to the trench itself.  Here the YACs could actually 
walk through the trench system, and experience the 
cramped conditions for themselves.  There was no fear of  
getting trench foot however, as it was a hot, dry day!  In 
the afternoon, the YACs helped to fill sandbags, and 
construct part of  the wall systems.  The visit to the trench 
was a fantastic day out, and set the YACs up well for 
covering the topic in school.

In July we returned to the Randall Manor excavation in 
Shorne Woods with Kent County Council’s Community 
Archaeologist Andrew Mayfield. Unfortunately due to 
heavy rain we were unable to dig, so the YACs helped 
with finds processing after a brief  site tour with our macs 
on!

Fortunately the YACs were able to participate in a dig this 
year when they joined the Canterbury Archaeological 
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For our annual update we asked one of  our YACs to 
review their year to date. Saffron (11) has been a YAC 
for 2 years now, these are her words...

February 2014: Murder at the archives (Kent History and 
Library Centre, Maidstone)

The first meeting of  2014 was a sinister one. In February 
we all met up at the archive centre to uncover a murder 
mystery… with various activities to do to eliminate 
suspects we discovered a murder and learnt about crime 
and law in the Victorian era in a very fun way.

March 2014: Asterix meeting at Maidstone Museum

Meeting up at Maidstone Museum, we had the 

opportunity to touch Iron Age objects from display. This 
time rather than being told what we think about the 
history that may be wrong, we had to tell others. We 
looked in depth at Asterix cartoon books and noticed the 
mistakes the author had made. Asterix was supposed to 
be a Gaul during the Iron Age and Roman era! However, 
the author had written with many misconceptions about 
the imaginary period he created. This meeting involved 
lots of  fun, art and crafts too.

April 2014: Knole House, Sevenoaks

In April we went for another outing to a historical site – 
Knole. For someone that had never been there before it 
was very educational with lots to learn and discover 
about the place. With a guided tour of  the building our 
knowledge of  Knole increased and we had fun exploring 
the large grounds and having our picnics.

May 2014: Windmill dig at Shorne Woods Country Park

The first real dig of  the Year was at Shorne Country 
Park. The archaeologists that had worked there had 
found the remains of  a windmill a couple of  years 
before, so it was our job to find artefacts scattered 
around the structure. This gave us more of  an 
understanding of  the time of  the windmill and what life 
was like working there. So we dug our trenches to find 
historical objects.

June 2014: Trenches visit

One sunny day in June, joined by the Canterbury YACs, 
we had a great day trip to look at the trenches someone 
had built. Sitting on a coach and looking forward to 
exploring a life-sized recreation of  a First World War 
Trench, we soon arrived at our destination. We then had 
a brilliant time dressing up in helmets and war uniform, 

North Downs Young 

Archaeologists’ 

Club

The North Downs Young Archaeologists’ Club meets ten times a year. We are 
very grateful for the continued support of  the KAS and their generous annual 
grant.



learning and trying the 
rationed food for the 
soldiers, packing and 
stacking sand bags and 
discovering the trench 
itself ! Packed with 
fun, education, sunny 
weather and the 
company of  parents/
relatives, it was 
definitely a 5 star rated 
day!

July 2014: Randall 
Manor

In July we had another 
archaeological dig. It 

was an all day meeting at Shorne! But although it was 
tiring it was all worth it: we had dug down to the next 
layer (a clay substance) and found lots of  old pottery!

We don’t meet in August and the remaining meetings 
have been organised as follows. In September we are 
visiting the Hawking Centre at Doddington Place. In 
October we will be attempting some facial 
reconstructions! In November we will be exploring the 
world of  ethno-archaeology and in December we have 
our Christmas party!

Andrew, Lyn, Malcolm, Kate and Sophie

North Downs Archaeologists’ Club

Ultimate YAC review

This year at YACs we’ve had a big range of activities: 

meetings, outings, educational visits, museums, 

digging, long and short meetings. All of them were 

fun and exciting. It has been such a brilliant 

opportunity, thank you leaders! And it was definitely 

10/10 this year. 

Saffron Retter
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Marsh Community Archaeology 

Awards 2014

Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ Club were delighted to 
hear the news that one of  its members was the recipient 
of  the Young Archaeologist of  the Year category of  
the Marsh Community Archaeology Awards.

The awards ceremony took place at the British Academy 
in London on Monday 10th November 2014.  BBC’s Dan 
Snow, CBA’s president, was at the ceremony to meet the 
award recipients.

There was specific criteria which the winner of  the Young 
Archaeologist of  the Year award had to fulfill.  They had 
to:

Lynda was a very worthy winner of  this award, having 
started with Canterbury YAC in 2007 when she was 9 
year’s old, and is currently the branch’s longest serving 
member. Her first meeting was on a very wet and windy 
day, fieldwalking for Bronze Age finds in Thanet. From 
the start Lynda has been avidly interested in archaeology, 
and is an extremely enthusiastic member of  the branch.

From her early days with the Canterbury YAC branch, 
Lynda has wanted to pursue her studies in archaeology.  
Her excitement and drive were really pushed on after 
Canterbury YAC visited C.S.I Sittingbourne, a volunteer-
led archaeological conservation project in January 2011. 
At the end of  this meeting she told Branch Leader Abby 
Found that she wanted to be an Archaeological 
Conservator, and true to her word, since then she has 
thoroughly impressed with her drive to gain the skills and 

experiences needed to be able to achieve this goal, 
including purchasing her own WHS trowel and reading 
Renfrew & Bahn’s Archaeology: Theories, Methods & 
Practice – a book on every archaeology undergraduates 
bookshelf!

Lynda has attended almost all of  the branch meetings 
which have covered lots of  different activities which are 
relevant to her future career choice. These have included:

• surveying and recording at Canterbury Castle

• finds initial identification, washing and recording 
with Canterbury Archaeological Trust and the 
Folkestone: A Town Unearthed Project

• digging on several professional & community 

News Extra

Marsh Archaeology Award

& Dover Bronze Age Boat

• demonstrate real enthusiasm for archaeology

• have developed their own knowledge and 

skills in archaeology

• have shared their experience of archaeology 

with others.



project sites (Folkestone Roman Villa, Randal 
Manor, Thanet Earth, Westgate Gardens)

• field-walking & metal detecting

More impressively, on her own initiative Lynda has 
organised many activities herself  in order to increase her 
experience. These have included:

• attending a National YAC residential (2008)

• attending conferences: A Town Unearthed (2012); 
Current Archaeology (2012 & 2014)

• going to talks: several by Kent Archaeological 
Trust, Shorne Community Dig and Fishbourne: 
Revisited

• a classics department trip: Pompeii & 
Herculaneum (March 2013)

Alongside her GCSE studies, Lynda arranged her own 
Year 10 work placement with London based 
archaeological unit, Pre-Construct Archaeology in 
October 2013, which gave her a real insight into what life 
was like for commercial, professional archaeologists.

Lynda has been putting all her experiences to good use. 

This summer she volunteered on the Randall Manor 
Community Dig for 3-weeks, and was asked to assist 
supervising family groups on site, showing young people 
and their parents how to excavate, which she did with 
ease. Andrew Mayfield, Site Director said:

Lynda is already considering which university to go to 
study Archaeological Science when she applies next year, 
and has already visited three this autumn to help her 
decide. Lynda continues to be an excellent role model for 
young Canterbury YACs to aspire too, and she has also 
expressed an interest in becoming a YAC young leader, 
which will be a great continuation of  her interests and 
involvement in archaeology so far.

‘Lynda has been a keen and engaged member of 

the Randall Manor Community Dig Team. She is 

always happy to work with new diggers and YAC’s. 

Her contributions add to the sense of community 

on site.’

The Dover Bronze Age Boat

The half-scale replica of the Dover Bronze Age boat, known as the ‘Ole Crumlin-
Pedersen’, has had a couple of very successful outings this autumn.  The first was a 
7 mile strip of the Folkestone-Dover coastline on a beautiful calm day, the sea like 
glass and the paddling easy.  This was a great boost for the crew of 9 who have been 
practising every Sunday morning for months, in preparation.   In late September, 
they took on a much more ambitious challenge – ‘The Great River Race’, London’s 
annual Thames marathon.  Covering around 19 Nautical Miles (22 Statute Miles) in 
around 5 hours, from the Isle of Dogs in East London to Ham, near Twickenham 
in South-West London, it was an amazing achievement. Again, weather was fine and 
the  river conditions pretty good apart from the wake from passing ships (!).  The 
boat coped with the rough conditions easily, in what has been its most challenging 
test so far.

There was great support from hundreds of spectators along the route, applauding 
and urging them on and out of 320 participating boats they didn’t finish last; 3 other 

boats reached the finish line after! It was a very positive public event and great publicity for the Dover Bronze Age 
Boat and the ‘BOAT 1550 BC’ project. The other boat crews and the race organisers were fascinated and many 
described our boat as a beautiful craft.  For their considerable efforts, the crew were awarded a special prize for 
‘Sporting Endeavour’ at the finish line!

More events are being planned for Spring 2015, including paddling on the lake of a primary school in Eastbourne.  A 
very enthused Head Teacher has asked if all his Year 5 and 6 pupils can have a go…!
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The current KAS Education Committee members are:

Ted Connell Paul Bennett
Chair Director of  Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Martin Crowther Marion Green
Learning Manager for Canterbury Museums Education Officer for Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Abby Found Andy Harmsworth
Branch Leader for Canterbury Young Archaeologists' Club Regional Advisor for the Schools History Project

Ges Moody Lyn Palmer
Deputy Director of  the Trust for Thanet Archaeology Branch Leader for North Downs Young Archaeologists' Club

For further information

For news of Canterbury Archaeological  Trust’s projects and activities, past and 
present and dedicated ‘Learning about the Past’ zone, go to 
www.canterburytrust.co.uk
Find out what’s happening with the Trust for Thanet Archaeology at 
www.thanetarch.co.uk and read about education activities on the trust's online 
journal
www.thanetarch.co.uk/journal
Find out more about the Young Archaeologists’ Club at
www.yac-uk.org
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