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The KAS Education Committee has the 
following aims:

(1) To advise Council on how to promote the Society’s 
objects in educational establishments and among young 
people; 

(2) To support educational programmes and activities adopted 
by the Council, delivered by organisations and individuals 
across the county

This update highlights the work carried 
out by the education organisations 
benefiting from KAS grants in 2013.  In this 
issue find out about:
Local and international work carried out by Marion Green 
and the Canterbury Archaeological Trust’s Education Service, 
including an update on the CAT Kit resources and the 
European Boat 1550 BC Project;

Exciting hands-on events and exceptional learning resources 
created by Ges Moody and the Trust for Thanet Archaeology;

Amazing variety of activities provided for young people in 
Kent as members of the Young Archaeologists’ Club in the 
Canterbury and North Downs Branches, led by Abby 
Guinness and Lyn Palmer;

Also included in this update is information about the activities 
provided by the Canterbury City Council's Museums 
Education Service.



UPDATE

CAT teaching resources are valued by users across the county.  
While targeted at schools, these are  also used by heritage 
interest groups. The most recent additions are the 
Archaeological Resource Kits (ARK), a product of the 
'Folkestone: A Town Unearthed' project.  With CAT guidance, 
Mary Thomsett, a volunteer at Minster Gatehouse Museum is 
building loans boxes for schools on the Isle of Sheppey.

“It was using the CAT kits that made all the 
difference.” Capel le Ferne Primary 

“The helmet brought gasps from the class … and 
produced some magical vocabulary!” Aldington 
Primary, 

“The children thoroughly enjoyed being able to 
find and touch real ‘old things’!  We’d also like to 
thank you for the incredible amount of 
fascinating educational resources that you have 
available on your website.” Ramsgate Holy Trinity CEP 

KAS Education Committee

The KAS grant for 2013 has contributed 
to the funding of CAT’s Education Service, 
supporting its core activities and Boat 
1550 BC.

Canterbury Archaeological Trust 
(CAT)

“I took the CAT KIT as an ice breaker…It was very 
successful…He really enjoyed exploring the kit 
and we had a very good conversation.” Headcorn 
Primary 

Some activities are associated with specific projects and 
currently CAT is working with Lyminge Primary where the 
pupils are learning about the Anglo-Saxon excavations on 
their village green, directed by Reading University.

CAT can support public events with resources and specialist 
knowledge.  Recent events have been the Council for British 
Archaeology's Festival of Archaeology and an Open Day at 
Keynes College, University of Kent.
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The European Boat 1550 BC project is now in its third year.  
The Exhibition moved from Ename to Dover and plans to 
take the reconstructed Bronze Age boat to sea are 
progressing well.  The focus of educational work is now 
production of 52 teaching kits for schools in Kent, Flanders 
and Pas de Calais which, when completed, will be the result of 
much international collaboration.  We have been writing a 
Teacher Guide to encourage teaching and learning about 
archaeology and Bronze Age life in communities bordering the 
English Channel.  The Guide with replica Bronze Age objects, 
resources from the travelling exhibition and some original 

finds form the basis of the kit.  We plan to launch this new 
resource early in 2014 when educators in each partner 
country will be encouraging cross-border links between 
pupils.  In the longer term, the Boat 1550 BC kits should be 
welcomed by our Kent primary teachers to support the 
revised programmes of study for National Curriculum 
History.

In the Spring, we ran an Anglo-Saxon themed workshop for 
German students in the refurbished Beaney House of Art and 
Knowledge, while in the summer Japanese students very 

C
A

T
 I

N
T

ER
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

CAT - International

Marion Green
Education Officer for Canterbury Archaeological Trust.

much enjoyed a workshop about Canterbury’s 
archaeology.  In conjunction with other local heritage 
organisations we are planning workshops for visiting 
French secondary students, to be show-cased to 240 
Pas de Calais teachers in the autumn.



Since 2009 the Trust has received a grant from the Education 
Committee of the Kent Archaeological Society to assist with 
funding its programme of education activities.  Each year the 
grant money has been used to develop new activities and 
resources and to support planning and development of an 
annual education programme, collaborating with a range of 
partners.  Staff from the Trust have made visits to schools and 
holiday clubs to run archaeology themed workshops, using our 
resources including our Dig and Discover activities and a 
collection of historic costumes, which we developed with the 
assistance of the KAS Education grant.  By September this year 
we had engaged with thirteen schools. 

Our largest events have been developed with the inclusion 
manager at Bradstow School in Broadstairs, a specialist school 
for children with severe learning difficulties on the autistic 
continuum.  With Bradstow School we have run 
archaeological themed workshops for large numbers of local 
children, beginning with Dig for a Day in 2009 and expanding 
(2013) to Dig for Three Days this year where our Roman 
themed Dig and Discover workshop was delivered to more 
than 420 children from 11 local mainstream and specialist 

Trust for Thanet Archaeology
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schools.  Several of the school groups attending the 
workshops were made up of children with profound 
disabilities but we have been able to adapt our activities so 
that all the children are able to take part. 

A handling collection of artefacts has also been developed, 
illustrating the progression of technology over time and the 

typical finds from each period.  The handling resource 
has been used for a wide range of audiences including 
talks given to visually impaired groups who were able to 
experience the objects by touch. 

The forward plan the Trust has adopted envisages 
developing more hands on resources from the artefacts 

we have in storage at our Antoinette Centre 
building at Quex Park. 

The Trust for Thanet Archaeology was founded in 1988 as a charity to provide education 
in archaeology in general and the archaeology of the Isle of Thanet in particular.  To meet 
that aim the Trust carries out a wide range of education and outreach activities from 
providing up to date information on Thanet’s archaeology, to organising activities in 
schools and running conferences.

Our aim is to make meaningful 
contact with as many of Thanet 
district’s 130,000 inhabitants as 
possible, raising their interest in their 
archaeological heritage and the 
historic significance of the Isle of 
Thanet.
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The Trust has a strong commitment to passing on our skills 
and experience to students of all ages and we have given 
assistance, advice and resources to several undergraduate and 
post-graduate students from the University of Kent and 
encouraged their participation in field projects to gain 
experience.  We have also worked with teachers to 
encourage them to use our resources in local schools.  

With the co-operation of the Powell-Cotton Museum at 
Quex Park, we have held an annual event called ‘Archaeology 
for You’ to coincide with the Council for British Archaeology 
sponsored National Festival of Archaeology.  A day of 
workshops and hands on activities has been held in the 
grounds of the Museum to introduce people to the skills used 
by archaeologists to explore the past.  We were joined at this 
year’s event by local Iron Age and Roman re-enactment group 
Bella de Canzio who complemented our practical workshops 
with an exhibition of living history.  We have also given 
archaeological workshops for the Powell-Cotton Museum, 
most recently to members of the Canterbury YAC group. 

In 2011 we began work on publishing a series of popular 
introductory guides to local archaeology and historic events 
with our Underground Thanet book by Rod Le Gear, which 
explored the important underground sites in the area which 
represents one of the aspects of a significant heritage of 
industrial archaeology in the area.  Planned publications 
include handbooks and resources that will help to develop an 
understanding of the principles of archaeological research 
among children and young people.

The Trust celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2013 with a 
keynote lecture and conference on the wider cultural legacy, 
exploring the historic landscape, townscape and populations 
in Thanet, emphasising the Trust’s role as a member of 
Thanet’s wider heritage community.

Our education policy includes a commitment to engage with 
as many people in Thanet as possible and to communicate 
the value of Thanet’s archaeology to them.  The Trust 
maintains an online Virtual museum of Thanet’s archaeology, 
supported by past grants from KAS to expand and develop 
the resources, which has been a successful method of 
disseminating information to a very wide audience.  We are 
developing a strategy for communication through new media 
to ensure that the local community is kept in touch with our 
education activities.

Ges Moody
Deputy Director of the Trust for Thanet Archaeology
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In 2013, Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ 
Club has been able to run a varied 
programme of meetings, and continued 
linking up with several local partnership 
projects.
The Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) is the only UK-wide 
club for young people aged up to 17 years with an interest in 
history and archaeology.  YAC has a network of local branches 
where children can get involved in hands-on activities on a 
regular basis.

The Canterbury YAC branch is one of around 70 local 
branches in the UK, and is completely volunteer-led.  The 
branch was established in 2000, with the current Branch 
leader assisting with meetings in 2002, before taking over the 
organisation of the branch in November 2003.  November 
2013 is the 10th Anniversary of the current Branch leadership 
team!

The branch is organised by Abby Guinness (an archaeologist) 
as Branch Leader, with Assistant Leaders Peter Walker (a 
lawyer), George Hannah (an IT consultant) and Nikki Blanch 
(a local government officer).

We started the New Year in a bit of a mess, a Minoan one, 
making Greek pithoi out of papier mâché and card.  This 

Canterbury Young 
Archaeologists' Club
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involved the YAC Leaders being very ‘Blue Peter’, layering up 
over 20 balloons ahead of the meeting, so the YAC’s could 
take part in all parts of the pithoi process within a 2-hour 
meeting!  We made great use of the brilliant facilities in the 
Beaney Education Room, with its washable floors and ample 
sinks!  

In February the YAC’s found out all about the Top 10 of 
archaeology, from sites, to finds and archaeologists…including 
Indiana!  Along with making their own terracotta army 
character, and a Sutton Hoo helmet, the YACs even had time 
to build Stonehenge, out of biscuits, educational and tasty!

Unfortunately March was a complete wash out, so we had to 
postpone another field walking session until later in the year 
(unfortunately washed out again in November!).  In April we 
had a fantastic session by James Dilley, a young flintknapper 
from Southampton University, who showed the YACs how to 
knap tools and scrapers.

Since then the Canterbury YACs have been out and about 
with another interesting visit to Western Heights, where they 
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got a chance to work with the Western Heights Preservation 
Society to clear undergrowth to reveal walls and drains in the 
Officer’s area.

Having been out on site in May, we then visited Quex Park in 
June which is home to the Trust for Thanet Archaeology. Ges 
Moody led an informative session on all things practical 
archaeology with amazing planning and section drawing sets, 
pot making and pottery identification.

In July we returned to the Randall Manor excavation in 
Shorne Woods with Kent County Council’s Community 
Archaeologist Andrew Mayfield. For some members it was 
their first time on an excavation which was very exciting, and 
the session was made memorable after days of heat wave, as 
it rained!

In September the YACs joined the Kent County Council 
Archaeology Team looking at an excavation on Boxley 
Warren, and checking Lidar results for the area.  This was a 
new activity for the YAC’s and was really interesting, tracing 
remains on the plans and actually seeing them on the ground.

To finish the year the sessions planned include a study of the 
stained glass at Canterbury Cathedral and looking at 
Highwaymen and the coach houses of Kent.  

November 2013 also sees the 10th anniversary of running the 
branch by the current YAC leader, so lots of cake required!  

Canterbury YAC will continue to organise exciting meetings to 
explore the archaeology and history of the local area.  
Currently two of its older members are looking to study 
archaeology at University which is a fantastic result, and one 
member reported that their history marks in school have shot 
up since joining the club!

Canterbury YAC would like to take this opportunity to 
express our appreciation for the generous financial support 
from the Kent Archaeological Society for our activities. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Abby Guinness
Branch Leader, Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ Club 



North Downs Young 
Archaeologists' Club

Our branch was initiated in 2000, when 
there was currently no YAC representation 
in the county.   Our members mostly live 
in central, west and north Kent. The KAS 
was supportive from the start, putting us 
in touch with expert advice and resources, 
and they continue to be so.

We have at least ten meetings each year, each of which has to 
work on many different levels given the wide age range of 
members.  In September last year we tried our hand at 
ancient woodworking techniques with expert Damian 
Goodburn, which saw the YACs wielding axes and splitting 
logs, so an extensive risk assessment was needed.  In October 
we found out about Medieval Medicine and created our own 
potions and in November we learnt flintknapping with James 
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Dilley – another extensive risk assessment needed!  Each YAC 
went home with a workable tool they’d knapped from a 
nodule, even with the handicap of wearing non-Stone Age 
goggles and gloves. 
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December saw our usual festive party in costume, continuing 
the prehistoric theme with ‘Stone Age Stomp’, serving 
‘mammoth’ rolls and painting a 5m cave wall with herds of the 
same.  LiDAR provided a different way of investigating the 
landscape in February, as we hunted down features, 
uncovering old quarry pits, saw pits and routeways.  We 
surveyed, recorded and identified each one. In March we 
went into the storerooms of Maidstone Museum with their 
curator to see some of the weird and wonderful objects in 
the 95% of collections not usually on show, and found out 
how to accession artefacts.  

Dover Castle was a windy, chilly venue for our April meeting, 
where we examined the architecture and surrounds to work 
out which elements were defensive - or not.  In May we 
excavated and cleaned up a massive trench system at Birling. 
One YAC’s find of an enamel army-issue mug with a WWII 
date on the base certainly gave us good dating evidence.
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Our annual family coach trip out of the county in June was to 
the newly-opened Mary Rose in Portsmouth – a truly 
fantastic exhibition.  The YACs were given special access to 
the laboratory where they donned white coats and cleaned 
up still unwashed rope and other fragments from the Tudor 
warship.  Estuary mud is incredibly smelly… 

In July we returned to Randall Manor at Shorne, a regular 
summer dig for us and one which some of our members 
have been coming on for five years now.  They have learnt so 
much in the unravelling of this site as a community project.

And so to the start of another year – this September we 
went to Quex Park, in October we processed finds and in 
November we are visiting ‘Beyond the Horizon’ and the 
Dover Boat – but you’ll have to wait until next year to find 
out how these went! 

We use our grant from the KAS to help towards the cost of 
activity materials, and Leaders’ and visiting experts transport 
costs.  It provides our members with the opportunity to 
explore their interest in heritage, familiarising them with the 
techniques for doing this and with sites around the county, 
including lesser known sites which they would never have 
encountered otherwise.  Two of our former members are 
making archaeology their career, and we encourage those that 

reach the cut-off age of 16 to become ‘Young Leaders’ and 
continue their involvement – we currently have three who 
help at meetings.

We are extremely grateful to the KAS for their continued 
interest and support.  

Lyn Palmer
Branch Leader, North Downs Young 
Archaeologists’ Club 
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Canterbury City Museums run a wide 
range of creative, object-inspired learning 
activities at 6 museums in Canterbury, 
Whitstable and Herne Bay, as well as 
taking part in numerous outreach events in 
the local community.

In 2013 nearly 20,000 children came on 
school visits, and over 100,000 under 18s 
visited the district’s museums, or took part 
in special events for children and families.

Canterbury City Council 
Museums Education Service

Learning about and engaging with archaeology is a key strand 
in this busy programme of events and activities.

The museums service has strong links with archaeologists at 
Canterbury Archaeological Trust, the University of Kent and 
Canterbury Christ Church University, the Archaeological Finds 
Liaison Officer for Kent (Portable Antiquities Scheme), 
Canterbury Young Archaeologists' Club, and many other 
specialists, educators, academics, conservators and re-enactors 
working in this field.

As part of the formal learning offer for schools, colleges and 
universities young people can visit the museums and 
investigate real archaeological objects as part of a visit… from 
prehistoric axes and arrowheads, to Ancient Egyptian and 
Greek antiquities, through to Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Medieval 
and more recent finds.

We work with archaeologists, educators, scientists, re-
enactors, storytellers, artists, drama specialists, poets and 
writers, musicians and other creative facilitators to bring 
archaeological collections and stories to life and to stimulate a 
lifelong interest in this fascinating subject. 

Some of the highlights of the past year have included:

Re-opening the Beaney Art Museum and Library.  This free 
award-winning flagship venue is packed full of archaeology 
and archaeology-inspired activities for children and adults – 
with a range of activities linked to its Ancient Egyptian Greek, 
Roman, Anglo-Saxon and world archaeology collections.

Taking part in archaeology outreach events including Bigbury 
Revealed, a partnership event with the Kent Wildlife Trust at 
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Bigbury Iron Age hill fort in May 2013 which attracted nearly 
1,000 people.  Nearly 500 children enjoyed finding out about 
Iron Age and Roman Canterbury and Caesar’s invasions, and 
taking part in a range of hands-on activities from Roman mini 
digs, and coin bashing to grinding grain with a replica rotary 
quern.

Working in par tner ship with Canterbur y’s Young 
Archaeologists' Club, including investigating Ancient Greek 
artefacts at the Beaney and making pots inspired by them!

Working in partnership with Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 
the University of Kent, and teacher training students from 
Canterbury Christ Church University to host a range of 
special events at Canterbury Roman Museum.  These included 
'Meet the Romans' in which visitors met a series of characters 
from the Roman town, and 'Smelly Bits and Skeleton Pits' 
which highlighted important new archaeological discoveries 
from the Canterbury district, including the Bridge Roman 
helmet and an exquisite balsamarium – a rare bronze oil 
container decorated with dancing nymphs and satyrs found 
near Stone Street.  These two events attracted over 1,200 
people including over 500 children.  The latter event included 
an opportunity for visitors to see 3D laser scanning of Roman 

antiquities by specialists from the University of Kent.

Developing new archaeology resources for the Beaney 
including an Ancient Egyptian workshop for primary schools 
which has received excellent teacher and pupil feedback.

Developing new archaeology based activities for visiting school 
children from France and other European countries, including 
a Meet the Archaeologist workshop at the Beaney in 
par tner ship with Mar ion Green from Canterbur y 
Archaeological Trust.

Winning a prestigious Sandford Award for excellence in 
Heritage Education and being a finalist in Museum of the Year 
Award 2013.

As well as offering learning activities for young people the 
museums service has an active programme of archaeology 
related popular lectures, events and exhibitions for adults. 

Martin Crowther
Learning Manager, Canterbury Museums



For further information

For news of Canterbury Archaeological  Trust’s projects and activities, past and present and dedicated 
‘Learning about the Past’ zone, go to www.canterburytrust.co.uk
 
Find out what’s happening with the Trust for Thanet Archaeology at www.thanetarch.co.uk and read 
about education activities on the trust's online journal www.thanetarch.co.uk/journal

Find out more about the Young Archaeologists’ Club at www.yac-uk.org

For more information about Canterbury City Council's Museums Education Service visit 
www.the beaney.co.uk/learning or www.canterbury-museums.co.uk

For more information about archaeology projects in the county of Kent visit www.facebook.com/
ArchaeologyinKent

The current KAS Education Committee members are:
Ted Connell Paul Bennett
Chair Director of Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Martin Crowther Marion Green
Learning Manager for Canterbury Museums Education Officer for Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Abby Guinness Andy Harmsworth
Branch Leader for Canterbury Young Archaeologists' Club Regional Advisor for the Schools History Project

Ges Moody Lyn Palmer
Deputy Director of the Trust for Thanet Archaeology Branch Leader for North Downs Young Archaeologists' Club
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