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Mr. J. Oldrid Scott, F.S.A., described the Church, its interesting
detached campanile of timber-work,and fine late-Normanfoutof lead.
On the return journey to Eomney a halt was made at the
Church of St. Clement, Old Eomney, which was briefly described
by the Eev. G. M. Livett and the Eev. J. Wilkinson, the Eector.
Upon the return of the members to New Eomney the Annual
Dinner was held in the Assembly Eootns. Lord Stanhope presided,
supported by the Mayor, Alderman Edwin Finn, Lieut.-Colonel
Pennefather, Mr. Arthur Finn, the Eev. G. M. and Mrs. Livett,
Mr. and Mrs. Cumberland Woodruff, the Eev. C. B. Woodruff, and
about sixty others.
The Evening Meeting was held at the National School Boom,
under the Presidency of Lieut.-Colonel N. Pennefather.
Mr. Arthur Finn, the Local Secretary for New Eomney, read
an interesting paper, " Notes and Extracts from Lydd Eecords,"
which was much appreciated by all present, and a hearty vote of
thanks was accorded to him at the close.
A paper was also read by the Eev. Q-. M. Livett on " Leaden
Fonts," which was well illustrated by lantern slides, and a hearty vote
of thanks to this gentleman brought the proceedings to a conclusion.
On Wednesday the 27th the company partook of luncheon and
proceeded in carriages to St. Mary's in the Marsh, where some
delay was caused by a heavy thunderstorm. The members were
received by the Eector, the Eev. E. W. Woolatt, and the Church was
described by the Eev. C. E. Woodruff. Ivychurch was next visited,
where the Eector, the Eev. J. A. Miller, described the fine Church,
to the fabric of which some extensive and much needed repairs are
in course of execution.
At Euckinge, which was also visited, the members were welcomed
by the Eev. E. Hamer, and the Church of St. Mary Magdalene was
described by Mr. J. Oldrid Scott.
Owing to delays caused by the wet weather it was decided to
omit the visit to Bilsington Church and to proceed at once to the
Priory, where, after tea, kindly provided for the members of the
Society by Mr. and Mrs. W. Stonebridge, Mr. Cumberland Woodruff
read the following paper on the remains of the Augustinian Priory:—

BILSINGTON PEIOET.
The Priory of Bilsington was founded in 1253 by John Mansell,
Provost of Beverley, and dedicated in honour of the Blessed Virgin
Mary for Canons Eegular of the Order of St. Augustine. •
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The founder, a man of note in Henry the Third's reign, and
described by Matthew Paris as " prudent, circumspect, and rich,"
stood high in the King's favour, and received so many preferments
at his hands that he is generally spoken of as " the great pluralist."
Ecclesiastic, lawyer, soldier, diplomatist—John Mansell may indeed
be described as a man who in his time played many parts.
Bilsington is mentioned in Domesday as held by Odo, Bishop
of Bayeux, and on his forfeiture came into the hands of the Earls
of Arundel, being held in grand serjeanty by the service of presenting the King's Cup on his coronation. On the death of Hugh,
Earl of Arundel, in 1243, the manor was divided amongst his four
sisters as coheiresses, and Upper Bilsington, or Bilsington Priory
as it was afterwards called, became a distinct manor from Lower
Bilsington, which included the Church and Court Lodge. A vestige
of the original tenure remained. In the third year of Edward I.
the Prior of Bilsington is described as having part of a serjeanty,
holding this portion of the manor by serving the King with his cup
on Whit Sunday.
Upon a commanding eminence of the clay hills, surrounded by
woodland, much of which remains to this day, and overlooking
Eomney Marsh, the Priory, thus founded and endowed with the
manor which afterwards bore its name, together with other lands,
was built during the years succeeding the date of the foundation
charter; the existing remains indicate about the third quarter of
the thirteenth century.
The common seal of the Priory is affixed to the acknowledgment
of supremacy amongst the Augmentation Office documents in the
Public Eecord Office. It represents a king and queen seated under
a rich Q-othic canopy, and beneath them is a congregation in prayer.
The legend is: SI&ILLT[M] COMVNB . ECCLIE . BE . MARIE . DE BILSINGTONE.
The Priory shared the suppression of the lesser religious houses
in 1535, the Prior and Convent signing their resignation on
Februai'y 28th in that year, with those of Langdon, Folkestone,
and Dover. Its possessions were then valued at £69 8s. clear
annual revenue. The last Prior, John Moyse alias Tenterden
received a pension of £10 a year. The number of Canons at this
time does not appear to have exceeded five or six. Two years after
the surrender the site of the Priory was leased to Anthony
St. Leger, Esq., of Ulcombe, and afterwards, in the twenty-ninth
year of Henry VIII., the freehold was granted in exchange for
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other lands to Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury. The
deed of exchange is amongst the Augmentation Office documents.
The existing remains of Bilsington Priory, although not extensive, are, I think, specially interesting as examples of the domestic
architecture of the latter half of the thirteenth century, remains of
which are very rare in our county. The buildings consist of a
large hall 51 feet in length by 27 feet wide, forming the present
farmhouse. At the south-east corner of this, and projecting about
19 feet eastward, is a rectangular building, originally of three
stories, and communicating with the large hall by a spiral stone
staircase in the angle. Southward of this tower-like structure, and
carried on in a line with its eastern face, is a lower narrower building of two stories, measuring 22 feet by 17 feet 6 inches.
I should not like to speak with confidence; until excavations
can be undertaken we cannot restore the ground plan of the Priory,
but I think it is very possible that these are the infirmary hall and
buildings. The plan bears a considerable general resemblance to
that of the infirmary buildings at West Langdon, excavated by
Mr. St. John Hope. On the other hand, if the traces of foundations
shewn on the north side of the large building be those of cloisters,
this hall may be the frater or refectory.
I fear our time will not permit of more than a cursory description of the remains. The walls are of rubble, 3 feet in thickness,
and plastered. The coins and windows are of finely-jointed ashlar
of admirable workmanship. The treacherous nature of the clay
soil is recognized by the number of buttresses, and the danger of
external enemies, owing to the nearness of the coast, by the small
size and height from the ground of the windows.
The large hall building is divided into two stories by massive
transverse beams, measuring 15i inches by 13 inches, the lower
portion of the beams being 7 feet 6 inches from the ground. The
walls are slightly recessed on the upper floor, a string-course
running round just below the windows. These are of two lights,
with quatrefoil above, of uniform design, the east and west windows
with three on the south side remaining. There is a seat on one
side of the east window. In the east gable is a small lancet
window. Passing into the large chamber to the south-east we
find that the floor between the ground-level room and the one above
has been destroyed. The first-floor room has a doorway at the east
end of the south wall, windows on the north and east sides, and in
the south wall to the west of the doorway. At the north-west
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corner the wall is cut away to-give direct access to the hall. The
ceiling is divided into four panels by cross beams finely moulded,
resting on twelve stone corbels. Tinder the cornice runs a plaster
frieze 8 inches deep, shewing roses and foliage well executed.
Ascending the newel staircase we come upon a room of the same
area above. There are windows on each side of this, two doors,
and a fireplace on the south side, of which the chimney may be
seen from the exterior corbelled out of the south wall.
The fine moulding of the beams in this upper chamber should
be noticed, due regard being had to the condition of the flooring,
which appears to be barely self-supporting, and wholly unequal to
sustain the additional weight of our Society. The upper room of
the two-storied building to the south of the tower has two doorways on its north side, and a window on the east.
The north side of the hall shews the communications with other
portions of the Priory. There is a blocked doorway in the west
end of the wall on the ground floor, and another slightly to the east
above. Pour stone brackets remain, which may have supported a
pent ice, About one hundred yards north-west of the Priory are
two large fishponds. There is also a pond close to the buildings
on the south side.
It is hoped that at some future time it may be possible to make
excavations to determine the plan of the Priory. The Black
Canons were not their own masons, and great variety of plan is
seen in their house. I do not think plans have been recovered of
any of the other houses of Austin Canons in Kent, viz., Leeds,
Tunbridge, Cumbwell, and Westwood in Leslies, and in some cases
it would be impossible to do so now. Remains of the Church and
other buildings probably exist in the broken ground to the north
of the present house, and as the site is not, as in many other cases,
covered with later buildings, a comparatively slight disturbance of
the soil might lead to an interesting addition to our knowledge of
a Kentish priory.
After votes of thanks had been passed to all those who had
contributed to the entertainment of the members, the party once
more took carriages and drove to Ham Street Station, bringing to
a conclusion a very successful Meeting, in spite of the inclement
weather on the second day.
Among those present during the two daya (in addition to those
mentioned above) were Mr. and Mrs. Burch Bosheiy Mr, Mapleton
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Chapman, Dr. Hick, Mr. E. H. Daglish, Mr. B. Bannon, Mr. E.
Clout, Mr. L. Fawell, Mr. E. Hinds, Mr. Q-. B. Anderson, Mr. Hills,
Mr. Essington Hughes, Mr. Q-. "Wiekham, the Hon. Marsham
Townshend, the Eev. A. J. Pearman, Major Aitkin Eoberts, Mr.
E. S. Jones, Mr. E. Cooke, Mr. J. Broad, Mr. E. J. Wells, the Eev.
A. A. Carre", Eev. D. Mackinnon, Mr. G-. Saunders, Mr. W. T.
Vincent, Mr. "W. F. Nicholls, Colonel Cavanagh, Miss Hampden
Hobart, Mr. W. J. Mercer, Mr. J. Stokes, Mr. B. C.Touens (Hon.
Photographer), and many others.
September 13th, 1904.—The Council met this day at the Bridge
Chamber, Eochester. There were ten members present, Mr. F. F.
Giraud in the Chair.
The Minutes of the last Meeting of the Council were read and
approved.
The election, of an Honorary Secretary for the Rochester and
Bromley districts was postponed till the December Meeting.
The Honorary Secretary was requested to write to Mr. B.
Wadmore expressing the regret of the Council at his resignation of
the Local Secretaryship for the Tonbridge district, and to write to
Dr. Tancock, asking him to undertake the duties.
The question of Local Secretary for Sandwich and Westerham
was deferred.
It was resolved to send a copy of Vol. XXVI. to Miss Bateman of Cambridge, at the instance of the Historical Society of
Berlin.
It was resolved to continue the subscription to the Pipe Eoll
Society.
It was resolved to defer exchanging publications with the
Thoresby Society for a year, and not to subscribe to the Official
Tear Book of Scientific Societies.
A letter was read from Mr. Chamberlain with regard to the
preservation of the old Tilt Tard and Gateway at Eltharn Palace,
and it was resolved that the letter be sent to Lord Stanhope, who
could probably bring his influence to bear on the subject.
After some discussion it was resolved that the next Annual
Meeting be held at Gravesend.
The accounts of the New Eomney Meeting were passed.
Votes of thanks were accorded to: The Local Committee at
New Eomney, coupled with the name of Mr. Arthur Finn; the
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