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WAGES PAID AT MAIDSTONE IN QUEEN
ELIZABETH'S REIGN.*

TBAWSCRIBED BY

RJEV. C. EVELEIG-H WOODRUFF, M.A.

BATES OP WAGES sett forth by the Quenes highnes pro-
clamacon, accordyng to the tenor & forme of the Statute in that
case ordeyned & made in her Maties high courte of parlyament
holden at Westm' in the fyfth yere of her most G-raeyouse
Eeigne, and proclaymed at the towne of Maydeston the thursdaye
beyng markett daye & the xxiijrd day of September in the seid
fyfth yere of the Eeigne of or seid most dredde souereign ladye
Elizabeth by the grace of Q-od Quene of Englande ffrance &
Ireland Defender of the ffaith and in the yere from the
Incarnacon of oure lorde Jesus Christ M^CCCCCKXIIJ Eobert
Balfer then beyng Mayor of the seid Towne of Maydeston,

Labourers by the daye from Easter till Michaelmas wl mete &
drynke iiij'1 & finding hym self ixd. ffrom Michaelmas till Easter
w* mete & drynke iijd & fyndyng hymself vjd.

Mowers by the daye wfc meate & drynke vjd fyndyng theym selfs xjd.
Mowers by the acre wfc owte meate & drynke otes vd, grasse xjd,

barley vjd.
Mowers of grasse in mershe grownde xd w* owte mete & drynke xvd.
Mowers by the acre w* meate & drynke in Tenett in the seid Counte,

otes & barley iirjd w* owte mete and drynke virjd, laying uppou
bands byndyng & coppyng the acre of otes viijd, barley xa.

Reapers by the daye. The man reaper wl meate and drynke vjd,
and fyndyng hymself xjd.

The woman reaper, w* meate and drynke iiija, and fyndyng her self Tijd.
Eeapers by the Acre. The reapyng byndyng <fc coppyng of wheate

& Eye by the acre in the upland, w4 owte vittells ijs w* meate &
drynke xiiij3.

And in the marshe w* owte vittells iij9 iiijd, and w* meate & drynke
in the marshe ijs.
* Transcribed from the original preserved amongst the Records in the Kent

Archaeological Society's Booms at the Maidstone Museum.
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The reapyiig, byndyng, & coppyng of pease, & tares, w* owte meate
& drynke xxd the acre, and wl meate & drynke xijd the acre.

Threshers by the quarter, w* meate & drynke for the quarter, and
makyng cleane of wheate & Eye irjd, otes & barley rjd ob, and
fyndyng theym selves for the quarter, and makyng cleane of
wheate & Rye xd, otes & barley vd.

Dytchers owte of the whole grownde, every rodd of iiij foote at the
toppe, two foote in the bottome & iiij foote deepe xijd.

Dytchers owte of the whole grownde, every rodde of iiij foote in the
toppe, two foote and a half depe, and one foote in ye botome, vd,
and a forth in other dytches after this rate,

ffor clensyng & skouring of olde dyches, half the rate of the newe
dyches.

Teanyng for plashyng, & teanyng of a quycke hedge, the rod jd ob,
and for dead hedge the rod jd ob.

Pale, ffor settyng of pale w' one rayle, and even at the head, the
rodde vd, and not even at the head the rodde iiijd.

Rayle, ffor settyng of syngle rayles w4 postes, the rodde jd ob, and
double rayles the rodde ijd.

ffagottes, ffior fellyng cuttyng, makyng, & byndyng of ostry fagottes
the hundreth xd of lasshe baven the hundreth xiij", of brushe
baven the hundreth xrjd, Bylletts the thowsande xd, Talwood the
hundreth viijd.

Coles, ffor fellyng, cuttyng, and blockyng of a dosen of coles, con-
teynyng xxiiij*' sackes ij8, and for makyng of coles the dosen xvijd.

Carpenters, the chief carpenter with meate & drynke vijd and w' owte
meate & drynke xrjd.

Artificers, Brycklayers, the cheif bricklayer, Tyler, & Sawyer, from
Easter till Michaelmas, with meate & drynke rjd, and w' owte
meate & drynke xa, and in wynter season w* vittells vd, & w' owte
vittells ixa. Master Ploughwryghts, as the Carpenters.

Of the second sorte, everye seconde of all the seid Artificers ffrom
Easter to Michaelmas, w* vittells vd and wfc owte vittells ixd, and
in wynter season w1 vittells iiijd, and w4 owte vittells viijd.

Prentyse, the best prentyse of an Artificer for the sommer season,
with vittells iii;jd, w1 owte vytells vija, in wynter season wfc

vittells iijd w* owte vittells vjd.
Sawyers, the Sawyer for the C bordes wl owte vittells xxd, and for

slyttyng worke the C xxijd.
The Thetcher by the C with his vittells xd, and w* owte his vittells zxa.
Master Mylwryght, by the daye in sommer, with meate and

drynke xd w* owte meate and drynke xva.
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Master Myhvryght by the daye in wynter, w' meate & drynke viij4,
w4 owte meate and drynke xiiijd.

Plasterer in sommer, with meate & drynke vjd, w* owte meate &
drynke xjd. In wynter w4 meate & drynke vjd, wi ovvte meate &
drynke xjd.

Plummer, for laying & castyng the hundreth w4 meate & drynke ija.
ifor com'en worke by the daye, w4 meate & drynke virjd, TV* owte

meate & drynke xiijd.
Grlasyer by the daye, w4 meate & drynke vjd, w4 owte meate &

drynke xjd.
Carver & Joyner in sommer by the daye, w* meate & dryuke vijd, w4

owte meate & drynke xijd ; his servant in sommer, w' meate &
drynke vd, w' owte mete and drynke xd. In wynter w' meate
& drynke vjd, w* owte meate and drynke xjd; his servant in
wynter w4 meate & drynke iiijd, w1 owte meate & drynke ixd.

Shipwryght, the master hewer, by the daye, w4 meate & drynke xifj
a,

w' owte meate & drynke xvrjd.
The Able Clyncher, by the daye, w4 meate & drynke xd, w* owte

meate & drynke xja.
The Holder, by the daye, w' meate & drynke vja, w* owte meate &

drynke xjd.
The Master Calker, by the daye, w' meate & drynke xd, w4 owte

meate & drynke xvd.
The Meaue Calker, by the daye, w' meate & drynke viijd, w4 owte

meate & drynke xiijd.

MEBT SEEVANTS THE TBEE.

The Baylyffe of husbandry which taketh charge, w4 his liverey 1s and
w4 owte his liverey lvja viijd.

The best servant w4 his livery xl8 and w' owte his liverey
xlvj8 virja.

The seconde sorte of servant, w* his lyverey xxxiij8 injd and w4 owte
his lyverey xl8,

BOXES BT THE YERE.

Bverye boye from xiiij yeres of age untill xviij yeres xxs, or ells
meate, drynke & cloth & vjd a quarter.

"WOMEN SEETANTS BY THE TEEE.

Thebeste sorte w4 owte lyvery xxyj8 viijd. The seconde sorte w4

owte lyverey xx8.
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SBKTAUNTS TO AKTIPICEES BY THE YEKE.

Clothyer, his forman iiju vj3 viijd. The Jornyman liij3 iiij'J.
Weaver, his forman iij1'. The com'on servant 1s.
ffuller, the mylman, otherwise called the Tucker of clothes iiij".

The byrler liij8 iiija.
Shereman, the best servant iij11. The com'on servant xls.
Dyer, the Wryuger, otherwise called the under Dyer iij1'.
Hosyer & Tayler, the formaii iij1'. The com'on sower xvjs viijd.
Shomaker, the best servant iij". The com'on sorte xlvj3 viijd.
Tanner, the market man iij1'. The com'on servant liij3 iiij''.
Pevvterer, the fformau iiij" vjs viijd. The com'on servant xlvjs viijd.
Baker, the ffurner al's setter and seasoner iij11 vj3 viijd. The coin'on

servant liij3 iiijd.
Brewer, the head Brewer iij" vjs viijd. The com'on servant liij3 iiijd.
G-lover, the waterman iiij1'. The shopman xls.
Cutler, the fforman liij8 iiijd. The com'on servant xl8.
Blacksmyth, the best servant liij3 iiijd. The com'on servant xl8.
Curryer, the best vidz that can worke welle or drye, and also coler

iij1' vj3 viijd. The com'on sorte xl3.
Sadler, the best servant 1s. The seconde sorte xl8.
Spurryer, his servant xl8.
Turner, his servant xls.
Capper, the best servant xlvj8 viijd. The seconde sorte xls.
Hatter, hat-maker, as the Capper.
Bowyers, ffletchers, the best servant liij8 iiijd. The seconde

sorte xxxiij8 iiijd.
Arrowhed makers, his man xlvj8 viijd.
Butcher, the forman liij8 iiijd. The seconde sorte xls.
Cooke, his man xl3.
Corne Myller, the grynder ljs iiijd. The loder liij8 iiijd.
Whelewryght, the best servant iij11. The seconde sorte xl3.
Lymeburner, his man xl3.
Lynneii -weaver, the best servant xl8. The seconde sorte xl8.
Cowper, the best servant iij1'. The seconde sorte xlvj3 viijd.
Earth Potter, his servant man xxxiij8 viijd.

The causes and consyderacons why the seid Justices & Sherryffe
have taxed the wages & rates aboveseid so high is only the scarcitie
and dearth of corne, grayne, victualls, & other necessaries, which at
this instant are in the seid Countie so scarce and deere that poore
men are not able at reasonable pryces to attayne theyr necessities.

Q-od save the Queen.
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