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RETROSPECTIVE OBSERVATIONS
EBSVECTING-

A HOARD OF ROMAN COINS FOUND IN
THE SAND HILLS, NEAR DEAL.

BY C. ROACH SMITH, F.S.A.

THE late Mr. W. H. Rolfe of Sandwich had in his
collections of local antiquities some hundreds of small
brass Roman coins, found in the sand hills, or downs
(dunes), near Deal, to which my attention has been
lately called in thinking over the events of the day
when I first visited him and Richborough and Re-
culver. They possess an interest which at that time
I had not trained myself to understand; neither did
I see it when, some years afterwards, a notice of them
was printed in the Numismatic Chronicle, vol. ii.,
p. 259. Mr. Rolfe himself and Mr. Akerman could
never have thought on the somewhat important his-
torical and local value of the hoard, for only a list of
the reverses of the coins is published, without any
note or comment. The number is not stated; but it
must have been some hundreds. They are now in the
cabinet of John Evans, Esq., LL.D., etc.

I have lately, in the Numismatic Chronicle, and
elsewhere, drawn consideration to the fact of the very
frequent discovery of hoards of coins ranging from
the time of Valerian (A.D. 254-260) and G-allienus to
that of Tetricus and Aurelian; the coins of Tetricus
and of the young Csesar his son, as well as those of the
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preceding Emperors being very numerous, while usually
there are only a very few, sometimes only one or two,
of Aurelian (A.D. 270-275).* This from the Deal sand
hills corresponds with them.

The inference I draw is that all these hoards were
buried at one and the same time; and that was at the
close of the usurpation or reign of Tetricus (A.D. 267-
272), when his army in Gaul was recruited largely
from Britain. The soldiers and recruits could carry
with them what silver and gold they possessed; but
the copper coinage, being heavy and cumbersome, was
concealed in the earth circa A.D. 271. The expedient
was good and safe provided they returned to Britain;
but the frequent discoveries I allude to shew that
many never again recrossed the channel.

The discovery of this hoard of coins has a local as
well as aii historical interest. The district of the
Deal sand hills resembles that of the neighbourhood of
Etaplest on the northern coast of Prance, where, some
years since, an extensive Boman vicus was found
beneath accumulated sand, the residence, no doubt, of
an establishment of fishermen. A close examination
of the Deal sand hills would probably confirm my
belief that the land they cover was also tenanted by
the Romans. Mr. Bolfe had in his possession some
remains collected in this district by M. Lejoindre
which indicated habitation.

* Of. Collectanea Antigua, vol. y., p. 150; Numismatic Chro-
nicle, v., 157.

t Collectanea Antigua, vol. i., p. 4.

VOL. xrv. B B

Kent Archaeological Society is a registered charity number 223382
© Kent Archaeological Society


	DVD Contents
	Volume XIV
	Title Page
	Contents
	Illustrations
	Officers, Rules and Members
	Contributions and Balance Sheet
	Abstract of Proceedings
	Canon's Houses at Wingham
	The Family of Guildeford
	Smarden Church
	Roman Leaden Coffin
	The Early History of Tenterden
	Brief Notes on the Hales Family
	On Wrought Flints at West Wickham
	Appledore Church
	The Church of Stone in Oxney
	Roman Foundations at St. Pancras
	St. Martin's Church
	Ickham Church, its Monuments and Rectors
	A Roman Villa at Wingham
	Richard Tichbourne's House of Crippenden
	Adisham Church
	Forty Rectors of Adisham
	Patricksbourne Church and Bifrons
	Municipal Archives of Faversham
	Briefs in the Parish of Cranbrook
	Wills and Other Records - Hodsoll
	Kent Fines, Edward II
	Christ Church, Canterbury
	Inventories of Parish Church Goods
	Queen Mary's Responsibility for Seized Goods
	Tonbridge Priory
	The Church of All Saints
	Rectors of Woodchurch
	Harlakenden of Woodchurch
	Smallhythe Church
	Chapel at Horne's Place
	Retrospective Observations on Roman Coins
	On Kentish Rood-Screens
	The Church of All Saints
	Vicars of Eastchurch
	General Index





