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SIX WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM HALL.
THE six testators whose wills we now print were, all
of them, owners of Cobham Hall, during the sixteenth
or seventeenth centuries, and all, save one perhaps,
had resided therein. Their wills are given in the
order of their dates, and succeed one another as
follows:—
1. William Brooke, Lord Cobham..
2. Trances, Countess of Kildare, wife of
Henry Lord Cobham.
3. Prances Stuart, Duchess of Richmond
and Lenox.
4. Charles Stuart, Duke of Richmond and
Lenox.
5. Sir Joseph "Williamson.
6. Lady Catherine O'Brien.
Eor copies of three of these wills (Nos. 2, 3, and 4)
we are indebted to the courtesy of Mr. James Grreenstreet, who kindly transcribed them for us at Somerset
House. I have prefixed memoirs of the testators,
and have appended to the wills such notes as seemed
to be necessary.
Copies of the wills of Sir Joseph Williamson and
Lady Catherine O'Brien, are among the Earl of
Darnley's archives at Cobham Hall. Lord Darnley
courteously permitted me to transcribe them. Of
William Lord Cobham's will, there is a copy in the
British Museum (Lansdowne MS. No. 830), whence I
transcribed it.
W. A. SCOTT ROBERTSON.
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WILLIAM BROOKE, LORD COBHAM.
This able and accomplished nobleman was eldest of the ten
sons of George Brooke, Lord Cobham, by his wife Ann,
daughter of Edmond first Baron Bray and co-heir of John, the
Second Lord Bray. Upon the magnificent tomb which William
Brooke erected, in Cobham Church, to the memory of his
parents, he emblazoned nine of the eleven armorial quarterings
to which his mother was entitled; she died in September,
1559, and he celebrated her praises in some Latin verses, which
have been thus happily rendered by Mr. Reginald Gust, the
husband of Lord Darnley's sister Lady Elizabeth.
Sprung from the Brays, to Cobham's Lord allied,
Worthy to bear two names of ancient pride,
Here Anna lies—a lady chaste and fair,
Blest with her children's love and husband's care.
Large her estate, but of her ample store
Large was the share allotted to the poor.
'Twas in the last sad year of Mary's reign
That first the husband, then the wife, was ta'en.
In life united, each to each did turn,
In death they share the same sepulchral urn.

When William Brooke succeeded his father in Sept., 1558,
he had already been once married; but his wife Dorothy Nevill,
Lord Abergavenny's daughter, had died young leaving but one
child, a daughter. When Queen Elizabeth visited him at Cobham Hall on July 18, 1559,* he was a widower, but on Shrove
* Francis Thynne, a Kentish man who was present at the reception of Queen
Elizabeth, thus relates the details of the entertainment. (Holinshed's Chronicle,
iii., 1610.)
" In which 1st year of her majestys reign, falling in the year 1659, this L
did most honorably entertain the Queen with her train, at his house of Cobham
Hall, with sumptuous fare & many delights of rare invention. Amongst which
one coming now to mind, which I then being young beheld, urgeth me forward in
the setting downe thereof: which was a banquetting house made for her
Majesty in Cobham Park, with a goodly gallery thereunto, composed all of
green, with several devices of knotted flowers, supported on each side with a
fair row of hawthorn trees, which nature seemed to have planted there of purpose in summer time to welcome her Majesty & to honour their Lord & Master.
But because the beauty & majesty, with the rare device thereof cannot be so
well conceived by pen, as the same was artificially made, unless the reader
might at one instant behold also the artificial situation of the place, I think it
better to pass the rest in silence, than not delivering it in such grace as it
meriteth
Wherefore leaving the manner thereof, I will set down certain
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Sunday in February, 1560, he married again. His second wife
was Prances Newton, one of the Queen's Ladies of the Bedchamber, a daughter of Sir John Newton. The marriage took
place at Westminster Palace, in the presence of the Queen, and
in the following December, Her Majesty acted as godmother to
the first-born son of Lord and Lady Cobham, whom she named
Maximilian.* The godfathers were William Parr Marquis of
Northampton, and Henry Earl of Arundel.
verses made by doctor Haddon & placed in the fore front of the same banquetting house, which do not only shew the joyful welcome of her majesty to this
honorable Lord, but also to the whole country of Kent, which verses were these
following—
Regia progenies, clari stirps inclyta Bruti.
Grata venis populis Elisabetha tuis:
Quocunque aspicias plausus et gaudia cernis,
Lostatur vultu foemina virque tuo:
Imberbes pueri, card, tenerasque puellse
Omnis ad aspectum turba profusa ruunt.
Nos te Reginam, tu nos agnosce clientes,
Sic tibi, sic nobis, sic bona cuncta fluent.
* In bthe British Museum, Add. MS. 6113, folio (pencil') 200b or (M)
ccxxxviij we find the following record of the two ceremonies :—
Item Sunday the 25 of February being Shrovesunday 1559 (Anno 2du
Elizabethe Regine) the Queen's Majesty lying at her palace of "Westminster,
about x of the clock the young lords knights & gentlemen of the court came to
the chamber of the said Lord Cobham & conducted him up into the Queen's
great closet.
And afterward she was fro her chamber likewise conducted up to the said
closet between Walter viscount Hereford and John Lord Sheffield bachelors
(but shortly after & in the same year married) her train borne by a young
lady.
And after her followed the " ladye marquys " of Northampton and the lady
Strange with a great number of other ladies and gentlewomen where they staid
in the said Great Closet till the choir were come, and then the procession was
sung, which ended they proceeded to the espousals afore the Queen's Majesty,
who stood near by them, & the council & other lords, 'fianced by Doctor Barloe,
bishop of Chichester; And the Lord William Howard, lord Chamberlain, did
give her in the absence of her father, and so, the 'fiancing fully finished, they
kneeled down again at a form in the said closet, whereupon were both
cushions and carpet laid, and the service being ended, she was again conducted
to her dining chamber (which was the great chamber within the council
chamber) between James Blunt lord Mountjoy, and Edward Windsor lord
Windsor, where was great fare and cheer. And after dinner great dancing and
other pastime, until the Evening Prayer, and then to supper; where supped
with the bride the Right Honorable high & mighty Prince, John duke of Finland, the son to the King of Sweden, who also had danced, the afternoon, with
the said bride, for the more honouring of the said marriage.
(Add. MS. 611S, folia ccxxxix. or 201.)—9n Wednesday the 4th of Decr 1560
(Anno 2d Elizabeth Regine) the said lady lying at her house, within the late
Black Friars at London, about 10 of the clock in the forenoon, the said Wednesday, was delivered of a son. And on Saturday next after, in the afternoon, towards the evening, he was carried and conveyed to the Court (the Queen's
Majesty lying at her Palace of Westminster) by divers ladies; as the lady
Dacres of the south, the elder; and the lady Dacres the younger, her daughter
in law; the lady Hart; the lady Broke; the lady Mason ; and divers others,
with a great company of gentlemen, of the said lords' servants, and others.
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The tomb, erected in memory of his parents, was not put up
until after this second marriage, as it bears upon its western end
the twelve quarterings of Prances Newton impaled with thQ
arms of William Brooke.
After her marriage, Lady Cobham seems to have retained
her situation of honour at Court. In 1562 many of the New
Year's gifts, to the Queen, were handed over to her custody.
She herself gave to Her Majesty, on that New Year's Day,* " a
partelett and a peire of sleeves of sypers wrought with silver
and black silke," while the Queen gave to her, in return,
" oone guilt cup with cover " weighing 39J ounces.f On the
1st of January, 1578, she presented to the Queen " a petticote
of white satten lined with carnation sarceonet leyed over with a
silver lace, like waves, and carnation sylke, and fringed with
silver and carnacion silk";J while on the same day, Lord
Cobham's offering to Her Majesty was " a petticote of yellow
satten leyed al over with a pasmane of silver and tawney silk
fringed with silver and silk and lyned with tawny sarceonet."§
The Queen, in return, gave a double bowl of silver gilt, weighing
50 ounces to Lady Cobham, and other gilt plate weighing 20
ounces to Lord Cobham. || In January, 1589, Lord Cobham's
gift to the Queen was i£lO in gold; while Lady Cobham offered
" a petticote of faire cullored taffa laid with 6 laces of Yenis
silver with plate."^f On the same New Year's day the Queen
gave fifty-two ounces of gilt plate to Lady Cobham, and 20f
ounces to her husband.**
Frances, Lady Cobham, may perhaps have taken an unusual part in assisting her lord, in the discharge of his many
public duties. The Corporation of Hythe possesses a letter from
Lord Cobham, dated 1584, bearing his "gartered" seal of
twelve quarterings, but, says Mr, H. T. Eiley, signed F.
Cobham. The same signature appears, upon a Council letter,
Where, in the Queen's Great Closet, was prepared the silver font, & all other
things necessary for the said christening. And there, at the time of Evening
Prayer, the Queen's Majesty came and christened the same, who was godmother
thereunto, and named Maximilian. William Parr, " Marquys " of Northampton,
and Henry Earl of Arundel being the godfathers ; who, after the christening
ended, there washed and gave presents to the said child as followeth [here the
account ends abruptly].
* Nichols's Progrf.sses of Que.en Elizabeth, vol. i., p. 112.

t IUd., p. 123.
|| IUd., ii., 86.

1 Hid., ii., 71.
f Hid., iii., 6 and 6.

§ Ibid., ii., 70.
** Ibid., iii., 17.
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among the archives of Coventry. Mr, F. C. Brooke, however,
thinks that the official "experts" misread these signatures.
Her ladyship's initials F. C. appear upon some of the leaden
water shoots at Cobham Hall, and her arms on a doorway.
The Queen made Lord Cobham Warden of the Cinque
Ports, an office which he held longer than any of his predecessors, for a period of thirty-eight years, from 1558 to 1597.
She likewise conferred upon him the Lord Lieutenancy of the
County of Kent.
Holinshed in his Chronicle states that " for the tender love
he bare to his sister Marchioness of Northampton he went with
her and Frances his wife into Flanders for the health and cure
of the Marchioness. After his return he received at Dover, in
September, 1565, Christopher Margrave of Baden and his wife
Princess Cecilie of Sweden, and conveyed them to London
where they Lodged in the Earl of Bedford's house not far from
Ivy Bridge. When envy attacked him, and he was committed
to the custody of the Lord Treasurer, he quickly cleared himself, as gold is purified in the fire." In 1573 the Queen made
her celebrated Progress through Kent, and staid at Dover
Castle from Aug. 25th to 31st. Much of the preliminary
arrangement, for this Progress, devolved upon Lord Cobham.
We find him writing thus to the Lord Chamberlain in July
1573 :—
Lambeth MS. 1168. No. 10 (on %lst folio from commencement).
My verey good Lorde accordinge to my bounden dewtey I have
benne alonge the Coaste specyalley in those porte Townes where itt is
appointed thatt her Ma*y will come in this her prograsse And have
taken order thatt the offycers of the sayed Townes shall ffrom tyme to
tyme advertize yor good Lordeshippe how the same doo stande in
healthe Hoping eere this tyme thatt yor L have herde ffrom the
Meyors of Sandewyche of the state of that Towne where I ame
enfformed that some of Late have dyed & some syckenesse yet remeyninge in other howses there I doe herewythe recommende vnto yor
good Lordeshipp the state of Dover Castell The Lodginges whereof
I have seen and do ffynde them (by reason they have nott been of
Longe tyme Lyen in) to be bothe dampysse (sic) & mustey and thereffore verey necessarey that some [be] sent downe to make ffyers in the
sayed Lodginges a good while beffore her maty came thether & to see
the same bothe well eyerd & sweted ffor otherwyse they wilbe noysome
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unto her highnesse And thus I committ yor good L to the t'nytie of
Almyghtie God ffrom my howse att Cobham the 13 of Julii 1573
Yor good Lordeshfpp to
commaunde
W, COBHAM.
Endorsed—
To the right honorable and my verey good Lorde The Earle off
Sussex Lorde Chamberlayne to her Ma'y and one of her highenesse
most honorable pryvey counsell.
Same MS. (No. 11 folio 23.) My verey good Lorde accordinge to
yor good L letter I have taken order ffor the eyringe & maldnge swete
of he' Ma'?3 Lodginges in Dover Castell. I sende yow herein enclosed
a letter written vnto me ffrom the Meyor of Caunterbury wherein yor
good L shall perceyve in what state of healthe the said Cytty doth
stande in. And thus I most humbley committ yor good L to the
t'nytie of Almyghty God. ffro' my howse att Cobham the 16 of Julii
1573.
Yor good Lordeshipp's assuredley to commaund

W. COBHAM.
In the following month, as she returned home, the Queen
honoured Lord Cobham with a second visit, staying at Cobham
Hall for two days, September 23rd and 24th, 1573. There are
still in existence among the State Papers, and in private collections, scores of Lord Cobham's letters, which testify to the
intelligence and activity with which he performed his manifold
official duties.
He obtained the Garter by his admirable conduct as ambassador, with Sir Francis Walsyngham, to Don John of Austria
in the Low Countries in 1578.* Seven years afterwards, in
Hilary term 1585 he was admitted to be a member of Her
Majesty's Privy Council. In 1590 he succeeded Sir Christopher
Hatton, in the post of Keeper of Eltham Palace, f He became
Lord Chamberlain { in August 1596, only seven months before
his death.
William Lord Cobham was a great builder. He erected or
greatly repaired his London residence at Blackfriars. Holinshed seems to assign this work to the year 1582. He says§—
* Holinshed's Chronicle, pp. 1511,1512
t Nichols's Progresses of (hiecn, JSlim'beth, i., 74 note.
\ Birch's Memoirs of the Eeir/n of JStizabetli, ii,, 102.
§ Holinshed's CJvrmviele, p. 1512.
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" Overpassing his goodlie buildings at the Blacke friers in London
in the yeare of Christ 1582, and since that the Statelie augmenting of
his house at Cobham Hall, with the rare garden there, in which no
varietie of strange flowers and trees do want, which praise or price
maie obteine from the furthest part of Europe, or from other strange
countries, wherby it is not inferior to the garden of Semiramis, I
determine to speak somewhat of such persons as are issued from him."

There is among Lord Salisbury's archives, at Hatfield, a
document dated Feb. 23, 1564, called an " Inventory of Household stuff sent from Hackney to Blaclcfriars," which I believe to
relate to Lord Cobham's " household stuff." The work done in
1582 would therefore seem to have been re-erection or repairs.
When the Lords Cobham first resided at Blackfriars does not
appear; but the original "Cobhams Inn" was near the Tower,
within St. Dunstan's in the East, where they resided in the
fifteenth century.
William Brooke commenced building at Cobham Hall in
1584, but he completed the south wing only, and left the north
wing unfinished when he died, in March, 1597.
• In July, 1596, Cobham Hall was visited by the young
Prince of Anhalt, who thus describes, in German poetry, the
impression made upon him by Lord Cobham's establishment:—
" Early on the following morning, we walked to Baron
Combams house [from Rochester]. There was plenty of ornament to be seen in Combams house. And in the stable, which
was well littered with straw, there were standing many fine
horses. For with him splendour was customary, and not
occasional." (Furst Ludwigs zu Anhalt-Kohten Reisebesckreibung.)
Lord Cobham's " splendour " is shewn by the following inventory of plate borrowed by him when he received Sir Walter
and Lady Raleigh.
Endorsed—" A note of plate I borrowed of John Harris to
carrie to Cobham Hale when S1' W. Ralegh and his La. were
there, for woh I paid 40s for y° Loane." (Additional MS. 5751,
folio W)
ij
ii
ij
ij

Guyltt bassons and Buers "j
Lyuerie potts, guylte
1
„ „ „ . . ,
cLynd bottells; guylte
™qringe in all 379" * *
Guylt bouls wttl couers
J
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" j parcell guylt basson and Ewer wayinge 7SOZ
6 Candelstikes
6 Whyte boales
ij Lyuerie potts
Wayinge 647OZ
ij bassons and Ewers
14 dysb.es
j fruyte baskett [erased],
[Total weight] 1098OZ f.

His will shews that he had apartments in the Palace at Canterbury, where he occasionally resided, and that he had a lease of
the Park there. He preserved kindly relations with the Corporation of Rochester to whom, in 1580, he sent half a buck, and from
whom he then received, as a gift, two salmon.* He selected as
his Steward, and as one of his Trustees and Executors, William
Lambarde the first Historian of Kent. Lord Cobham's literary
tastes are indicated by the dedication to him of Wm. Harrison's
Description of Britain, Thos. Newton's translation of Lemnius'
Touchstone of Complexions, and other books; and likewise by the
special mention, made in his will, of his " bookes writings and
papers of whatsoever learning written or emprinted in whatsoever language" which he bequeathed to his favourite, but unfortunate, son George. This George Brooke was beheaded, but
his son Sir William Brooke, Knight of the Bath, was by Royal
decree restored in blood, although not in honours. Sir Brooke
Boothby is descended from one of his daughters. When George
Brooke's son died, there was no issue-male of William Lord
Cobham. His nephew Sir John Brooke of Heckington, in
Lincolnshire, then became the head of the family, and was
restored in honours as Lord Cobham, January 3, 1645. Upon
his seal, he used the four quarterings of Brooke, Cobham,
Braybrook, and Bray modern (three eagles' legs). He seems to
have been a weak-minded man wedded to a very strong-minded
wife. On various occasions, but especially during the year
1648, he left his wife, and dwelt, for several months, with the
Duke and Duchess of Richmond. Both at Cobham Hall, and
at Wallingford House, the Duke's two residences, he was a
welcome guest, and upon the birth -of the Duke's heir, Lord
Cobham became godfather to the infant Esme. Lady Cobhani,
/

* Aroliceologia Cantiana, ii,, 82, 84.
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however, eventually managed to assert her sway, and kept her
lord in strict seclusion during the latter years of his life. He
had, at an early period, mortgaged his Heckington estate to
Grace Lady Manners for £7000. He sold, to James Duke of
Richmond and Lenox, the only freeholds which remained to
him in Kent, being the manors of West Cliffe, East and West
Chalk, and other lands. From suits brought by Lady Cobham,
after her husband's death, we learn that these manors and
lands were worth from £1,200 to £1,400 per annum, and
were purchased by payment of £17,419 5s. 10d., together with
an annuity of-£425 to Lady Cobham for her life. The manor
and lands of Cooling, which were charged with an annuity of
£300, payable to Peflelope the widow of Sir William Brooke,
were said to be worth £600 per annum, and were leased for a
term to James, Duke of Richmond. They were in 1669 divided
between Matt. Thomlinson, Sir Wm. Booth by, and Sir Thos.
Whitmore, who had married three of the daughters of Sir Wm.
Brooke. These three ladies received a grant of rank and
precedence, as though they were daughters of a Baron, in 1665,
after the death of their cousin John, Lord Cobham. He died
without issue in 1659, and was buried May 20, 1660, at
Wakerley, where his wife's mother, Dame Anne Lister, had
been buried in 1657. His wife was buried at Surfleet in 1676.
Then, for half a century, the title of Cobham disappeared from
the Peerage, but in 1718 it was restored, to the descendant of
Margaret, daughter of William Lord Cobham. Sir Richard
Temple who was fifth in descent from Margaret, and sixth from
William Lord Cobham, was created Viscount Cobham in 1718,
and his descendants the Dukes of Buckingham and Chandos
have borne the title ever since. The Marquis of Salisbury is
likewise lineally descended from William Lord Cobham, whose
daughter Elizabeth married Sir Robert Cecil, and was the
mother of the second Earl of Salisbury. Mr. Hubert de Burgh,
of West Drayton, is through the Coppingers, a representative
of William Lord Cobham's first daughter, by his wife Dorothy
Nevill.
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WILL OF WILLIAM BROOKE, LOKD
COBHAM.
(Lansdowne MS. No. 830, fol. 249 et seq.)

IN the name of God Amen. The fowre and twentieth day of
Februarie in the nyne and thirtieth yeare of the reigne of our
most gratious sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God
Queene of England France & Ireland defender of the faith &c.
I William Brooke of the most noble order of the Garter Knight,
Lord Cobham, and by the benignitie of her most excellent
matie Lord Wardene of the Five Ports, Lord Chamberlayne of
her highnesse housholde and one of her Mate most honourable
Privy Counsell beeinge of perfect mynde & memorie thankes be
given to Almightie God doe ordeine & declare this my last
Wille & Testament in manner & forme following First I commend & committ my soule into the handes of the Almightie
God and (as everie good Christian ought to doe) I trust and
assuredlie hope (my synnes & offences for Christ his sake beeing
clearly forgiven) wholie & only by the meritts of his death and
passion to come unto & have salvacon & ioy everlasting And if
by the providence of Almightie God it shall happen me (beeing
wthin the Eealme of Englande) to departe out of this mortal life
I will that by the discretion of myne executors my body be
buryed after a laudable sorte wthout vayne pompe in the parishe
churche of Cobham in the countie of Kent wheare myne auncestors are buryed Also I wille that first and principallie all &
everie the debts w<* I owe shalbe satisfied and payde out of my
moveable goodes & Cattails other than suche as in this my
present last wille & testament or in any codicille wch I shall
make to be added to this my said wille & testament now bee or
hereafter shalbe other wise devised willed or disposed by me.
Also I wille that my whole families bothe at Cobham Halle in
Kent and at the Blackfryers London be continewed & kept
togeather wUl allowance of meate drinke and lodging untill the
VOL. XI.
P

210

WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM: HALL.

full ende of ten dayes next after the accomplishement of my
funeral solempnitie w^in the wcl1 tyme I wille that theare be given
& payd to everie of my servants then beeing in the Check Rolle
of my houshoulde, as well the whole of his or her wages of that
quarter of the yeare in wch it shall happen me to dye as also one
whole half yeares wages after the rate of his or her covenaunte
of Service And I wille that imediatelie after the end of the
said ten dayes my said houses at Cobham and Blackfryers bee
delyvered into the handes of myne eldest sonne & heire apparant
Henrie Brooke togeather w ffi all suche implements utensiles of
houshoulde & other goodes moveable as I doe in this my present
last wille & testament specialise appointe to & for him Also I
wille that for the perfourmance of my said Puneralls & payment
of my debtes & legacyes & for & towardes the making of moneys
as well for the continual maynteynance of poore people at
Cobham as for some other purposes wcl1 I have declared to Sr
Jhon Leveson Knight and William Lambarde of Hailing in
Kent gent, (all which I require theim faithfullie to accomplishe
according to that special and secrete trust wch I have reposed in
theim) They the said Sr Jhon Leveson & William Lambarde
or the survivor of theim shall sell all & everie my Jewells ornaments plate of gold and silver of "what soever sorte (except one
cup of gold given to me by my late deceased servant Jhon
Taylor gent to remayne as an heyre loome to suche as shall
from tyme to tyme be Lord Cobham) The wch alsoe I doe leave
to my said sonne Henrie And except also all suche my said
Jewells ornaments & plate as in & by this my last will & testament shalbe otherwise disposed by me And I give to my said
sonne Henrie all & singular the implements utensiles of houshoulde that shalbe at the tyme of my deathe remayning in or
about my said houses at Cobham & Blackfryers or any of theim
except alwayes Jewells ornaments plate & money & all & singular
suche trunkes chestes cofers casketts & boxes (togeather with
all manner of things in everie of theim conteyned) as his good
mother my late wife usuallie in her life tyme had and kept;
and except all those few peeces of hangings wch I my self doe
usuallie occupie at her Mats Courte whilest I doe attende theare:
And except also all suche Damaske lynnen & dyapre lynnen as
I have in any my said houses, or at the Pallace in Canterburie:
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Also I give to my said sonne Henrie all myne armours gunnes
weapons & furnitures for the warre whatsoever togeather wth
theise my horses & their propre furnitures viz Quasto myne
eldest horse, my youngest horse also called Gray Canterburie,
Gray Mott, and Bay Mott. And to my saide sonne Henrie I
wille and give my Bason and Ewer of silver that is second in
price or value, togeather with twelve of my best dishes of silver
vessel!.
Also I give to my seconde sonne Sr William Brooke Knight
my bason and ewer of silver that is the thirde in price or value
togeather with twelve of my dishes of silver vessell that shalbe
next in price or value to the former twelve and togeather with
all or everie my implements and utensiles of houshoulde woh at
the tyme of my deathe shalbe at the said Pallace at Canterburie
togeather wth all the before excepted damaske & diapre lynnen
& togeather wth theise my horses & their propre furnitures viz.:—
Bay Gaynsforde, Bay Shepey, and Gray Penbrock.
Also I give to my youngest sonne George Brooke my bason
& ewer of silver that is the fourthe in price or value togeather
with twelve of my dishes of silver vessell next in price and worthe
to those former fower & twentie that I have before given to his
brothers. And to him I also give all and singular my bookes
writings and papers of whatsoever learning written or emprinted
in whatsoever language, not meaning to include or comprehende
in this my guifte any Evidences Chartres Muniments bondes
plotts or draughts concerning any tny landes or leases (not
assured or bequeathed to him) nor any bookes rolles or papers
concerning any my accompts receipts or rekoninges. And to
him I also give those peeces of hangings before excepted, wcl11
doe use at the Courte, And wheras for some portion of lyving
in landes to be had to my said sonne George I have already by
acte executed in my life tyme, conveighed to his use in writing
under my hande & seale all my lands tenements & hereditaments whearin I had any estate of Inheritance lying wtuin the
lie of Greane in the countie of Kent Yet neverthelesse, for the.
increase of his said portion I wille & give to him all those my
several leases interests and termes for yeares woh I have of or in
any lands tenements or hereditaments w0lin the said He of
Greane togeather w*" the severall deedes leases & writinges

P2
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concerning everie of the same. Also I wille & give to the said
George my sonne & to his assignes one Annuitie or yearlie Rent
of three score and five pounds thirteene shillings & fower pence
of lawfull money of Inglande, to be issuing & going out of all &
singular my manors, landes, tenements & hereditaments whatsoever w th in the llealme of England to have, hold, levy, and
take, the said annuitie or yearlie rent during the life natural of
my said sonne George in the feasts of th' Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgine Marie, the Nativitie of S4 Jhon the Baptist,
S' Michael the Archangel, & the Nativitie of our Lord God, by
fower equal portions yearly to be payed, and the first payment
therof to begynne & to be made at & upon suche one of the
fower feasts as shall first happen next after my decease. And if
it shall happen the said aunuitie or annual rent of three score &
five poundes thirteene shillings and fower pence or any parte or
parcell thearof to be behinde & unpayde at any of the said feasts
in which it ought to be payed by the space of twentie & eight
dayes beeing in the meane tyme lawfullie demaunded at my said
dwelling house called Cobham Halle in the said countie of Kent,
that then for everie suche default of payment my said heire at
the Commune lawe & his heires shall forfait unto my said sonne
George Brooke & his assignes the sume of sixe poundes thirteene
shillings & fower pence for and in the name of a peine And
that then also and at all tymes after it shalbe lawfull to & for
my said sonne George Brooke & his assignes into all & singular
the said manors landes tenements & hereditaments or into any
parte or parcell thearof to enter and distreine, and the distresse
so taken, to leade dryve, carry away, impounde, deteine, or keepe
untill the said annuitie or annual rent so beeinge behinde or the
arrearages of the same (if any shall happen to bee) and also the
said peine or penaltie of sixe poundes thirteene shillings and
fower pence or everie parte therof he to the said George Brooke
or his assignes fully satisfied contented and payd. And if it
shall happen my said sonne Henrie to dy without issue male of
his hodie lawfullie begotten in the life tyme of my said sonne
Sr William Brooke I will that then my said sonne George & his
assignes shall have one other annuitie or yearly rent of three
score and sixe poundes thirteene shillings and fower pence of
lawfull money of Englande, to issue out of all & singular my
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said lands and tenements to be payed at the like quarterly
dayes, upon the like forfaiture & with like power to distreine, as
for the said former annuitie is before provided & appointed.
And the first payment of this latter annuitie to beginne at the
one of those said feasts that shall first happen after the decease
of my said sonne Henrie without suche issue male of his body
in the life tyme of my said sonne Sr William Brooke Neverthelesse I will and give both the said annuities or yearly rents
of the several three score & sixe poundes thirteene shillings and
fower pence & peines & distresses to my said sonne George &
his assignes upon this condicion following viz : That if the said
George Brooke or his heires or assignes shall by the custome of
Gavelkinde demaunde or take any parte of- the manors lands
tenements & hereditaments whereof I the said William Lord
Cobham have beene or shalbe seised in possession or reversion
at any tyme before or at my decease, or if the said George
Brooke shall not within one yeare next after he shalbe by
Henrie Brooke myne eldest sonne & heire apparant, or by such
myne heire male as for that tyme beeing shalbe Lord Cobham
thearunto reasonably required, make unto the said Henrie & to
his heires (or to such myne heire male or to his heires as is last
aforesaid) at his or their propre costs & charges (so requiring the
same) suche good & sufficient release and assurance with warrantie only against him the said George & his heires & assignes
of all the right title interest & demaunde that he the said
George Brooke his heires or assignes shall have in or to the said
manors, lands, tenements & hereditaments of me the said
William Lord Cobham or in or to any parte or parcell therof by
vertue or collour of the said custome, except alwayes the said
several yearly rents of three score and sixe poundes thirteene
shillings & fower pence devised or given to the said George
Brooke by this my present wille & testament and the peines for
non payment & the distresses thearin limited as by the learned
counsell in the lawe of the said Henrie or of suche heire male
as is last aforesaid or of his heires shalbe reasonably devised or
advised, That then the said several annuities or annual rents
payments So distresses so as is aforesaid devised to the said
George Brooke my sonne shall from thence forthe cease & be
utterlie voyde & of none effect
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Also I wille & give to the said Sr Jhon Leveson knight,
Thomas Fane esquire my lieutenant of Dover Castle, & the said
William Lambarde & to their heires for ever all those edifices
ruines buildings and soile & grounde with thappurtenances
lying in Cobham aforesaid which sometyme weare the scite of
the College of Cobham and which doe lye on the southe or
southe east parte of the parishe churche of Cobham aforesaid
togeather with all that close of pasture grownde wth thappurtenances conteyning by estimation three acres adjoyning on the
Southe and South East of the said edifices and ruined buildinges
to thende that they or the survivors or survivor of theim shall
reedifie & make theare one college for poore people to inhabite
continew & be releaved & mainteyned theare for ever which I will
to be called the New College at Cobham. The said poore to be
in suche numbre, so elected, weekely releived & by suche rules
or ordinaunces to be governed corrected & expulsed as I intend
(if God give me life) to prescribe in writing; and in defaulte
of suche prescripte, then to be in suche numbre so elected
weekelie releived & by suche rules & ordinaunces, governed,
corrected and expulsed, from tyme to tyme as by the good
discretion and good conscience of the said Sr Jhon Leveson,
Thomas ffane & William Lambarde or the survivour or survivors
of theim shalbe in writing set dovrae & appointed So alwayes
that if I shall soe prescribe in my life then they or some of
theim shall perfourme & finishe the same within three yeares
next after my decease And if I shall not so prescribe, that
then they or some of theim perfourme & finishe the same within
fowre yeares next after my decease, as my special desyre &
trust is that they will doe And to that end I give unto theim
one hundred thousand of suche burned brickes as shalbe within
my parke, or about my house at Cobham Halle aforesaide &
ffortie Tunnes of Tymbre to be taken in any my landes within
the countie of Kent, the Parkes at Cobham & Cooling only
excepted Also I will & give to the said Sr Jhon Leveson,
Thomas ffane, & William Lambarde & to theire assignes for
ever all & singular my leases interests, & termes of or ffor any
yeares whatsoever which I have of or in the Pallace Parke &
landes at Canterburie, of or in any the manors or tenements or
landes of or at Denton, Chalk, Ickham, Islinghstm & Stonclarke
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or any of theim, of or in the personage of Cobham, the Prebend
of Cobham Berrie in the said countie of Kent or of or in the
fferme called Brookes ferine within the countie of Sussex upon
this trust & confidence foiling viz.:—That if my said sonne
Henrie shall quietlie & without disturbance, let, molestation,
contradiction or empeachernent permitte & suffer thexecutors
of this my last wille & testament to execute the same my wille
& meaning in all pointes aswel according to the expresse
meaning therof as according to such secrete & special trust &
confidence as I have reposed in the said Sr Jhon Leveson,
Thomas ffane & William Lambarde, and shall & will also within
one yeare next after my decease, upon reasonable request therof
ratifie or assure by suche good conveighance in lawe as shalbe
advised & required to his said brothers Sr William Brooke &
George and to the said Sr Jhon Levesou, Thomas Sane &
William Lambarde, all & everie the edifices, buildings, landes,
leases, & yearly rents which I have either hearetofore by any
writing or in & by this my last wille & testament given and
appointed severally unto theim, or any of theim, according to
suche several estates & interests & suche several condie'ons &
limitac'ons as I have annexed to every of theim, then they the
said Sr Jhon Leveson, Thomas ffane, and William Lambarde or
the survivors, or survivor of theim shall within one moneth next
after suche ratification & assureances (so by him my said sonne
Henrie) to be made assigne & set over to him & his assignes all
& singular my said interests termes & leases for yeares, so to
theim given (as is aforesaid) upon goode securitie & bonde to be
made or given by him unto theim that imediately after his
decease the said interests and termes for yeares & everie of theim
shall come & be to suche as shalbe from tyme to tyme Lord
Cobham & to none other
And of this my last wille and testament I ordeine my Cosine
r
S Edward Wotton knight, the said Sr Jhon Leveson, Thomas
ffane, & William Lambarde to be thexecutors giving to everie of
theim that shall take peines either in thexecution of this my
wille or in or about the College aforesaid the sume of ffortie
poundes in money togeather with allowance of all their reasonable charges & expences in that behalf And I desyre my most
honorable freinde the Baron of Burghley, Lord High Treasurer
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of England and myne honourable sonne in Law Sir Robert
Cecille knigbt to be overseers of the same my wille & to assist
& countenaunce thexecution of the same & of all my said
confidences with their honourable counsell or auctoritie To
which my said good Lord I give fiyfty poundes of money in
golde to make him a cup of golde & to the said Sr Robert I
give the best one of all my silver basons & ewers
In witnesse whereof I the said Lord Cobham to this my
present last wille have put my hande & seale the day & yeare
first above written.
W. COBHAM.

Note.—Mr. P. C. Brooke, of Ufford, informs me that when
Cobham Hall was seized by the King, in 1603, the horse " Gray
Penbrock" (mentioned in this will) was still in the stables.
Two suits of armour, which had belonged to William Lord
Cobham, remained still in the armoury; one a white suit, the
other black, for horse service (vide Lansdowne MS. 168, fol.
172 et seq.)
In the tenth volume of Domestic State Papers, James I,
No. 85, it is recorded that when young Lord Cobham's lands
were seized in 1603, those in Kent produced a rental of £1800
per annum ; and that the provisions reserved yearly upon them
were worth £230 more, making a total value of £2030 per
annum. The tapestry hangings in Cobham Hall were worth
£633 4s. 8d., and the other goods in that house were valued at
£492 16s. George Brooke's lands were worth £284 12s. per
annum. A certain Serjeant Hele, had returned the total value
of all these at £3136 less than their true worth, thereby
defrauding the King.
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FRANCES, COUNTESS OF KILDARE.
PRANCES HOWARD, Countess of Kildare, the wife of Henry
Lord Cobham, was the second daughter of Charles Howard
first Earl of Nottingham* by his wife Katherine Carey,
daughter of Lord Hunsdon. She married Henry Fitzgerald
twelfth Earl of Kildare, who died on the 31st of July, 1597,
aged thirty-seven, without male issue. By him she had two
daughters, the Ladies Bridget and Elizabeth Fitzgerald, who
are mentioned in her will; one as the wife of Nicholas (afterwards Viscount) Barnewell of Kingsland; and the other as the
wife of Lord Killeen, who was created first Earl of Fingall.
Lady Kildare seems to have been extremely unfortunate in
her husbands. She appears to have suffered so much illtreatment from the Earl of Kildare, that Queen Elizabeth caused
the Lord Deputy in Ireland to interfere with remonstrances,
and to order him to send the lady to England. She did not
fare better when, as her second husband, she married Henry
Brooke, Lord Cobham, who at the age of thirty-three had
succeeded to his father's title and estates, in March, 1597, a few
months before Lord Kildare's death.
Soon after their marriage, Lord Cobham was arrested upon
a charge of High Treason. Lady Arbella Stuart, on whose
behalf he is said to have plotted, wrote respecting his wife, on
the 16th of Sept., 1603, in these terms :—" The Lord Admiral's
daughter of Kildare is discharged of her office, and as near a
free woman as may be, and have a bad husband/'f Probably
the " office " alluded to was that of Governess to the Princess
Elizabeth, afterwards the unhappy Queen of Bohemia.
Whatever may have been the treatment received by Lady
Kildare from her husbands, all testimony seems to agree in
charging her with cruel neglect of Lord Cobham in his misfortunes. Yet she obtained for herself the enjoyment of all his
vast possessions during her life. Immediately after Lord Cobham's arrest, the King seized the whole of his estates. In
* As , Lord Howard of Effingham, Lord High Admiral of England, he
commanded the fleet which destroyed the Spanish Armada in 1588. He
received the earldom eight years later, and died aged 87 in 1624.
t Sir Egerton Brydges' Memoirs of the Peers of England (James 1),
p. 262, note.
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October, 1603, he granted to one of the Grooms of his Privy
Chamber, Miles Kainsford, the Custody of Cobham Hall with
its Deer Park, gardens, orchards, and the Bailiwick of the
Manor, and assigned to him fees amounting altogether to more
than £35 per annum.* In the following May, however, the
King granted a lease of the whole of the forfeited estates in
Kent, Middlesex, and Leicestershire, to four gentlemen in trust
for Lady Kildare, during the whole of her life, or for 100 years
after the attainder of Lord Cobham, if she should live so long.
These trustees were her father, Charles Earl of Nottingham,
her cousin Thomas Earl of Suffolk, Sir Richard Leveson, and
Sir John Trevor. The lease is dated May 13th, 1604,t and
includes Lord Cobham's house in Blackfriars, London; his
lands in Leicestershire; and his lands in Kent. The King
reserved no rent for himself, and Lady Kildare had simply to
pay those reserved rents, upon certain lands, which her husband
had been accustomed to pay before his attainder. Yet it would
seem that she left him utterly unassisted during his imprisonment, which extended over more than fifteen years. The
stories, generally received by historians, of his neglected and
starving condition, are difficult to understand, and cannot well
be true; for the King granted for his sustenance, sums of
money which amounted to £516 per annum. They consisted
of an allowance of £8 per week for his support and sustenance,
and an annuity of £100 per annum for apparel, physicians, and
physic. These were paid out of the Exchequer, to such persons
as Lord Cobham authorized to receive them; and they were
continued up to the day of his death, the 24th of January,
1619.J
* Domestic State Papers, James I, vol. xxxv, No. 58.
f Domestic State Papers, James I, vol. viii, No. 18. The lands in Kent
included Cobham Manor; Temple Strowde Manor; Beakly Manor; Eandall
Manor; Gravesend Manor; Merston and Greene Manor; Berrye Court and
Bobbins Marsh parcels of "Westclyve Manor ; Cooling Manor and 100 acres of
fresh marsh, with 184 acres of arable and pasture in demesne in that manor,
and 80 acres of meadow; 74 acres at Marsh gate and 20 acres at Longfield;
and a Fulling Mill in Maydestone.
J Among the Domestic State Papers of the reign of James I,-we find a
warrant dated 16tb of April, 1605, to pay to Edward Morice, and Wm. Penn,
%l. weekly for the support of Henry Brooke, late Lord Cobham, prisoner in the
Tower; and also 1002. per annum for apparel and medical advice for him,
during pleasure. In the Issues of the Maseheguer, time of James I, p. 34
(edited by Mr. Devon), we find that on May 2nd, 1606, the sum of 25Z._was
paid to those two persons as one quarter's allowance for apparel and physicians,
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Lady Kildare seems to have left him to subsist upon the
Royal Bounty, while she enjoyed his estates. She took up her
abode at Cobham Hall, and when King James desired her to
sell her life interest in Cobham to his cousin the Duke of
Lenox, and her. own cousin the Duchess of Lenox, in order
that they might obtain immediate possession, she was not easily
persuaded to do so. In June, 1622, when the King was going
to Rochester to inspect his Navy, he said that he would call at
Cobham Hall, and dine with Lady Kildare, hoping that he
might then be able to persuade her to sell the place, on reasonable terms, to the Duke and Duchess.* Probably his Majesty
eventually succeeded, although not at once. On the 19th of
July, 1623,f Lady Kildare wrote from Cobham Hall to the
Lord Treasurer (Lord Middlesex) asking for £200, and saying
that she " wants all," but she is told that she is put off until
the King is in progress, and the servants provided for. Within
a year or two, however, it is evident that she had made some
bargain with the Duke of Lenox, and had retired to a house
which she had purchased in Deptford, where she made her will
on the 21st of June, 1628. In it she speaks of "lumber" belonging to her, as still remaining at Cobham Hall, but she
mentions nothing else. It therefore seems probable that she
had finally left the Hall. She was buried within Westminster
Abbey on the llth of July, 1628, in St. Benedict's Chapel.J
and 24Z. for three weeks' sustenance of Lord Cobham. In the Warrant Booli,
No. II, James I, p. 61, there is a warrant, dated 25 January, 1609, to pay the
allowances granted to Henry Brooke late Lord Cobham, to such persons as he
may appoint to be receivers thereof. And after his death there was paid to
Elizabeth, Lady Borough, as his assignee, the sum of I3il. for arrears up to the
day of his death, in the Tower (Devon's Issues of the JEceeheqwer, page 224).
* Domestic State Papers, James I, vol. cxxx, No. 53 ; and Nichols's Progresses
of King James I, vol. iii, 769.
f Historical Manuscripts' Commission, ith Report, Appendix, p. 311. Letter
among Lord De La Warr's archives.
J Chester's Registers of Westminster Abbey, page 127.
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WILL OF FRANCES, COUNTESS OF KILDARE, WIDOW OF HENRY BROOKE,
LORD COBHAM. (Principal Registry of Court
of Probate, "Harrington" fo. 70.)
TRANSCRIBED BY JAMES GREENSTREET.
IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN the one and twentith dale of
June Anno Domini 1628 in the fourth yeare of the raigne of our
Soveraigne Lord Charles the King's Maiestie over England
Scotland ffrance and Ireland Defender of the faith, &c. I the
right honorable Dame ffrances Countes Dowager of Kildare
beinge sicke in bodie but nevertheles of good and perfect remembrance laude and praise be given therefore vnto Allmightie god
for the same Doe make ordaine and declare this my present last
will and testament in manner and forme followinge (that is to
saie) ffirst and principallie and aboue all earthlie and momentarie
things I giue bequeath and commende my soule into the handes
of Allmightie god my maker and Creator, and to his deere sonne
Jesus Christ my onelie Saviour and Redeemer, by the merritts
of whose most bitter death and painefull passion I faithfullie
trust and stedfastlie beleeue to be saved and to be partaker of his
most blessed and glorious resurreccion and with him for ever to
liue in the Kiugdome of Heaven And I will that my bodie shalbe
decentlie buried in the Chappell of the Cathedrall church at
Westminster in the night season as neigh the place whereas the
bodie of ffrances late Countesse of Hartford* my late Aunt lyeth
buried as convenientlie maie be And as concerniuge the distribucion and division of all such landes Tenements goods and
chattells wherewith it hath pleased Allmightie god to endowe
* Prances Howard, daughter of William Lord Howard of Effingham, and.
sister of Charles, first Earl of Nottingham, the father of Lady Kildare. This
lady was the second wife of Edward, Earl of Hertford ; she died in 1698. The
Eegisters of Westminster Abbey commence in 1607, and therefore do not contain any notice of her burial.
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me T giue order and dispose of the same in manner and forme
followinge videlicet Inprimis I will that all such debts, duties,
somme and soinmes of money as I shall dulie owe at the time of
my decease to anie person or persons whatsoever shalbe trulie
paide and satisfied by my Executors hereafter named within
such convenient time as my landes goodes and chattells maie be
sould for satisfaccion of the same, Item I giue and bequeath to
my sonne Nicholas Barnewell* my best Bason and Ewer, and a
paire of potts, which my father gaue me. And one other Bason
and Ewer and sixe bowles which are nowe in the Custodie and
pawned to Mr Bradshawe Item I further giue and bequeath
vnto my said sonne Nicholas Barnewell my rich Arras Carpett
Item I giue and bequeath vnto my grandchilde Christopher
Barnewell-f sonne of the said Nicholas Barnewell my Carpett
and suite of grape's, and two of my best suites of Dammaske
lynnen. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my saide Grandchilde
Christopher my best White bedd with furniture with chaires and
stooles • therevnto belonginge all which I will and desire my
executors hereafter named or some of them as they shall betweeue themselues best agree to reserue and keepe in their
Custodie duringe and vntill the said Christopher shall attaine to
the full age of one and twentie yeares And if it shall happen
the said Christopher to die and departe this transitorie lief before
he shall attaine to the said age of one and twentie yeares, then
I will and bequeathe the saide Bedd and furniture and chaires
and stooles vnto the next brother in age of the said Christopher
survivinge to be delivered him at his said age of one and twentie
yeares. And likewise I giue and bequeath vnto the said Christopher my best rich hangings if my executors shall finde and
haue sufficient landes goodes and chattells to discharge the debts
legacies and bequests herein by me bequeathed without the sale
of the said hangings. Item I giue and bequeath to my grandchild ffrances Barnewell J daughter of the said Nicholas Barne* Nicholas Bainewell, of Turvey co. Dublin, married Lady Bridget Fitzgerald,
eldest daughter and coheir of Henry 12th Barl of Kildare by his wife Lady
Frances Howard. Lady Bridget had been previously the wife and the widow
of Eory O'Donnell Earl of Tyrconnel. Nicholas Barnewell was created Viscount
Barnewell of King-gland, and Baron of Turvey in June 1646. He died in 1663.
t Christopher Barnewell, eldest son of the first Viscount Barnewell of Kingsland, died, unmarried, during the lifetime of his father.
J Frances, youngest daughter of Viscount Barnewell, died unmarried.

222

WILLS EELATING TO COBHAM HALL.

well my Carnacion Taffita bedd with Quilt and furniture, and my
rich Velvett Canopie with a Sattin trayne and Quilt therevnto
belonginge. Item I giue and bequeath to my sonne the Lord
of Killeene* husband vnto my daughter Elizabeth one Bason
and Ewer which is nowe in the custodie of Mistres Eaton,
and one other Bason and Ewer and sixe Bowles nowe in the
custodie and pawned to Mr Bradshawe. Item I giue and bequeath to my daughter Elizabeth^ wief vnto the saide Lord
of Killeene all the wearing apparell sometime hers which is
nowe in my custodie. Item I give and bequeath vnto my Noble
and much respected freind the Ladie Anne Arundell of Warder
my pearle Table my Christall Lampe and one of my best Cheany
Bordcloathes. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my good servants
ffrances Berry and Dorothie Cope to each of them the somme of
ffiftie poundes a peece in money. And the like somme of ffiftie
poundes a peece more to be taken by them in househould stuffe
at such rates and prizes as they shalbe valued att, and appraised by the Appraisers to be nominated for the valuacion of my goodes after my decease. And I further giue
and bequeath vnto each of them a paire of silver Canns with
Covers and two paire of sheets a peece to be taken out of the
Coffer that standes over my Chamber at Debtford. Item I giue,
and bequeath vnto my Neece Rodney one faire suite of Damaske
marked with . ff. and a . K . Crosse stitch and two paire of my
fine sheets out of my Gofer of riche lynnen. Item I doe giue
vnto my ould servant William Harvy the somme of thirtie poundes
starlinge. Item I giue and bequeath to my Chambermayde
Katharine Lovedenthe somme of Twentie poundes starlinge Item
I giue and bequeath to'her brother Walter Loveden the somme of
Tenrie poundes starlinge Item I giue and bequeath to Mistres
Kniyht the somme of tenne poundes. Item I giue and bequeath
to my servant Margerie the somme of tenne poundes. Item
I giue and bequeath vnto Joane Hooper for the vse of her sonne
Thomas the somme of twentie poundes which is to be raised out
of and by the sale of the Lumber which is at Cobham Hall in
the Countie of Kent. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my late
* In 1628 the tenth Lord Killeen (Lucas Plunkett) was created first Earl of
Fingall.
t Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald, daughter and coheir of Henry 12th Earl of
Kildare, married Lord Killeen.
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servant George Barker the somme of Twentie Nobles to buy
him a Nagge. Item I giue and bequeath vnto my servant
ffrancis Bagshawe the somme of twentie Marks. Item I giue
and bequeath unto my grandchilde ffrances Barnewell all my
Chaynes, Jewells, little Cabinetts, little Boxes, Silke works
vnmacle vpp, and toyes not formerlie by me bequeathed. And
•whereas aswell all such debts as I shall owe at the time of my
decease, As alsoe for which John Berry of the Cittie of Canterbury in the Countie of Kent esquire, and Peter Bradshawe
Cittizen and Marchan taylor of London are and stand bound
and engaged vnto anie person or persons whatsoever for me.
And alsoe all the legacies and sommes of money hereby by me
given and bequeathed are to be partlie raised and made by the
sale of nay Capitall Messuage or Mansion House scituat in
Deptford alias Deptford Strond aforesaide, and out of the sale
of the Spiritualties of Lycale in the Realme of Ireland. I
therefore giue and bequeath to the saide John Berry and Peter
Bradshawe their heires and assignes for ever my said Capitall
Messuage or Mansion House scituate in Deptford alias Deptford
Strond aforesaide with all and singuler the rights members
and appurtenances therevnto belortginge. And alsoe the saide
Spiritualties of Lycale in the Eealme of Ireland aforesaide with
the appurtenances therevnto belonginge appertayninge. To haue
and to hould the said Capitall Messuage or Mansion House with
thappurtenances and Spiritualties aforesaide vnto the saide John
Berry and Peter Bradshawe their heires and assignes for ever to
thonelie vse, intent, and purpose, that they shall soe soone as
conveniently maie be make sale of the said Capitall Messuage
and Spiritualties aforesaide for and towardes the payment and
satisfaccion of all my debts and performance of the legacies and
bequests herein by me given and bequeathed. The rest and
residue of all and everie my landes tenements goodes Cattells
chattells plate Jewells lynnen woollen Beddinge, Brasse, pewter,
Credditts, debts, Implements, Vtensills, Houshoulde stufle, and
other thinges whatsoever not before hereby given and bequeathed
(my funerall expences discharged, and my debts paide, and my
legacies performed) I giue and bequeath the same vnto my two
sonnes in lawe, the Lord of Killeene and Nicholas Barnewell betwixt them equallie to be devided parte and parte like Item
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I doe nominate make and appoint the said John Berry, Peter
Bradshawe, ffrances Berry, and Dorothie Cope, Executors of this
my last will and testament desiringe them and everie of them
to be aydinge and assistinge vnto thother for the speedie and
carefull performance of this my last will and testament accordinge to the true intent and meaninge thereof And for the care
and paines that the said John Berry and Peter Bradshawe shall
vndergoe herein I giue and bequeath vnto either of them a peece
of plate of the value of Thirtie poundes a peece. And I desire
and authorize my said executors (where there inaie anie benefitt
be made) to redeeme all such plate and Jewells as I or anie for
me haue pawned to anie person or persons whatsoever, or to
make sale of the same for the better enablinge them to satisfie
my debts and performe my legacies hereby given. In wittnes
whereof I the said right honorable Dame ifrances Countesse
Dowager of Killdare to this my present Testament, contayninge
herein my last will (Renouncinge all former wills and testaments by me made) haue sett my hand and scale of Armes, the
daie and yeare first aboue written. P¥EANCIS OP KILDARE.
Sealed subscribed and delivered by the right honorable Dame
ffrances Countesse Dowager of Kildare for her last will and
testament In the presence of vs William Harve, Walter Loveden,
William Mesham, Scrivener.
PKOBATE granted 8th July 1628.
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FRANCES, DUCHESS OF RICHMOND AND
LENOX.
FRANCES, Duchess of Richmond and Lenox, a daughter of
Thomas Howard, Viscount Bindon, was through her grandmother Lady Elizabeth Stafford (wife of the third Duke of
Norfolk) a scion of that great ducal family of Buckingham,
which had owned the Manors and Parks of Tunbridge and
Penshurst, with vast possessions in Kent. She had a threefold
counection with Cobham. William Brooke Lord Cobham
married Dorothy Nevill, who was the first cousin of her father
Viscount Bindon. Henry Brooke Lord Cobham married
Prances Countess of Kildare, who was her own second cousin.
She herself married (as her third husband) Ludovic Stuart,
Duke of Lenox, to whom his second cousin, King James I,
had granted a large portion of Lord Cobham3 s forfeited estates.
When the Duke died, 16 February, 162|, and was succeeded,
as third Duke of Lenox, by his brother Esme, the Duchess
Frances asserted her claim to a widow's legal "thirds," of
Cobham, and of the other Lenox estates, but only for the
purpose of handing them over as a gift to her brother-in-law.
The list of such things as she thus gave to him is interesting,
and will be found in a foot note* below. He did not succeed to
* Domestic State Payers, James I, vol. clxxi, No. 87.
A note of such, things as my Lady the Duches of Richmond gave to her
brother the late Duke of Lenox & his Heire the Lord Darnly which were hers
by Lawe being Moveables, but shee gave them freely to him, for the Maintenance of him & the Howse of Lenox after him Out of her Dutie to her
deceased Lord and her Love & Care of the Howse of Lenox, viz.:
Imprimis the proffittes of the Patents of the Ulnage after seauen yeares
after which time there wilbe fforty twoe yeares to come: Her Grace
hath Soure and twentie hundred pounds by the yeare for it nowe, the
Kings Bent being paid : But afterwards yt wilbee a great deale more.
The Patent of the Greenewax in present, which is ffif teene hundred pounds
by the yeare for one and twentie yeares, And three thousand poundes
of Arrerages, Payeable out of the Hamper
The Patent of the Sweete "Wines & Sugars for one & twentie yeares
The Patent of the Newcastell Coles for one & twentie yeares
The Thirds of Setterington, Cobham, and all other lands in England
The Thirds of the Dukedome of Lenox
of all which the Duke of Eichmond was seized & soe her Grace was
capable of the Thirds of them all: But the Duke of Lenox that last
was, was not seized of any
My Lords Collar of Esses with a George of Diamonds at it, Three other
Geoiges & Garters being all hee had except one, which is uppon his
Effigies at "Westminster
My Lords rich Sword sette with Stones
My Lords Eobes and twoe Seales
VOL. XI.
Q
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the English Dukedom of Eichmond, which had been conferred
on Duke Ludovic in 1623, but for the rest of her life that title
was exclusively her own; she was not generally styled a
Dowager, but was known as the Duchess of Richmond.* Her
interest in Cobham is manifested in her will, whereby she
leaves to her husband's nephew James, fourth Duke of Lenox, all
the furniture of her house in London, with the express direction
that therewith he shall furnish Cobham Hall. She stipulates
that the whole of it shall be handed down as heir-looms for the
house of Lenox. Probably her wish has, in the main, been
complied with. Certainly the Earl of Darnley, who is the
direct lineal descendant of her brother-in-law Estne, third Duke
of Lenox, possesses portraits of Duke Ludovic and herself, and
of other members of the family mentioned in her will, which
may have formed parts of this bequest. Six magnificent hangings of tapestry, of large size, which are now in the Great
Picture Gallery at Cobham Hall, were also, probably, portions
of the furniture of the house which she had occupied in London.
Bom on the 27th of July, 1577, this lady was one of the
most remarkable women of the period in which she lived.
All the furniture which belongd to my Lords Lodgings of the Gatehowse at
Whitehall with a wroght Bed, that had bin my Lady Margaret
Lenoxes & of her working ; with a great Bason and Kwer that the
firench King had given my Lord, Twoe guilt candelstickes & twoe guilt
Bolles uppon the Cupborde
All my Lords Prograss stufEe, A Red bed with Chaires & stooles suteable to
it & Hangings and Carpettes for the Bedchamber & Dyning Chamber.
Three rich Coaches, th'one of yellow velvet, Another of yellow satten
imbrodered with fflour-delices of black velvet & gould, The third of
blacke & yellow figur'd satten ; Six rich imbrodered ffootemens Coates,
Six Liverie Cloakes, Three for Coach men & three for Gromes all
which were never used; & foure Coach Horses
Five hundred pounds in money which her grace had lent my Lord Duke of
Lenox whreonto he promised to put five hundred pounds more, Together with the Three thousand poundes Arrerages of the Greenewax,
which her Grace had given to bee imployed towards a Portion for his
Daughter the Ladye Elizabeth Stuart
[Endorsed] A note of what her Grace gave to the Lord Duke of Lenox &
his sonne the Lord Darnley in ffebruarie 1623.
* When she married Duke Ludovic, he was the only Duke in Great Britain,
and she the only Duchess. The elevation of George Villiers to the Dukedom
of Buckingham, deprived the Duke of Lenox of this unique position, which
he had enjoyed for forty years. To preserve his precedence, he was created
Duke of Richmond in 'England, upon the 17th of May, 1628 ; while the Duke
of Buckingham's Patent was dated on the 18th
of May. When the death of
Duke Ludovic had raised his bi'other Same, Ld Aubigny, and Earl of March, to
the Dukedom of Lenox, and had made Esme's wife (Lady Clifton) a Duchess,
there were three Duchesses in Great Britain. After DukeEsm6's death in. July,
1624, his widow, who married Lord Abercorty was permitted to retain her rank
as a Duchess,
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Although proud of her birth, and constantly boasting that she
was.the grandchild of two Dukes, her first husband was not of
noble lineage. She was married first to Henry Prannel, Esq.,
of the Middle Temple, and of Barkway, Herts, who was the
son of a celebrated London Merchant, a vintner. He died in
1599, and left her richly dowered. In May, 1601,* she married
the old Earl of Hertford (Edward Seymour) whose former wife
had borne the same name as herself, " Prances Howard," and
was the first cousin of her father Viscount Bindon. When the
old Earl died in April, 1621, and left to her the enjoyment of
his house and park at Elvetham, together with other property,
she was considered to be the richest woman in England. Soon
after Lord Hertford's death, she became the wife of Ludovic
Stuart Duke of Lenox, and was by no means loth to act as the
wife of the Lord High Steward. Many of her letters are extant, to testify to this activity. Several, written to Lord
Treasurer Middlesex, are preserved among the archives of the
Earl of Delawarr. There is an amusing note, dated 1622 :f—
" Nobl lord, your true frind my lord hath gott such a sneasing
and a cofing with leaving of his galowshows that he thinks it
not fitt to rise to be at the pricking of shreeves to day." She
goes on to desire that certain persons may not be nominated,
and encloses a list of other gentlemen whom she thinks fit to
serve the office of sheriff.
Another curious letter, although penned by the Duke, contains a postscript which suggests that the Duchess prompted it.
On the 26th of November, 1622, writing from Whitehall, to
ask the favourable consideration of the Lord Treasurer, for one
Mr. Angell who is urged for payment of jSlOO to the King, the
Duke adds—"P.S. I am induced to write for him, because he
has promised we shall always have good fish when they can be
had."f
The Duchess was so generous, and profuse in her expenditure, that notwithstanding her great wealth she was constantly seeking to raise money by means of such fees as would
be payable to the Lord Steward. One of her letters illustrates
the method in which patents of nobility were then bestowed.
* Colonel Chester's Registers of Westminster Abbey, p. 133, note,
t Historical MSB. Commission, Fowth Report, Appendix, p. 286.
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It incites the Lord Treasurer to get money for her husband, by
compelling some one to be a Baron, or a Baron to be an Earl;
or by forcing some one to lend.* She was a shameless and importunate beggar in such matters. Other letters still exist
among Lord Delawarr's muniments, in which she applies, on
the 2nd of April, 1623, for some favour to be granted to Sir
Francis Knowles; and on the 23rd of August for grants to
other friends. The latter epistle is dated from Elvetham (the
dowry house left to her by Lord Hertford), which formed a
charming country seat for the Duke, whom Lady Kildare's
lease-for-life kept out of Cobham Hall. It is evident, from a
correspondence which took place in 1623, that the Duchess had
been planning some scheme by which to exchange the Duke's
prospective property at Cobham, for immediate possession of
some other good house and estate. Mr. Chamberlain writing
on the 28th of June, 1623, says " The Recorder is to be one
of the Serjeants and is knighted, and his mother is made
Viscountess Maidstone, for exchanging her fair house at Copthall, Essex, with the Duke and Duchess of Richmond for
Cobham in Kent."f Mr. Chamberlain was always well informed, but the arrangement was not carried out exactly in the
way he describes. We know that the Lord Treasurer, the Earl
of Middlesex, himself accepted Copt Hall, the finest house in
Essex, which the Heneage heiress had brought in dower to
Sir Moyle Finch. What then did the Lord Steward obtain?
A remarkably long and acrimonious letter, written by the
Duchess to Lord Middlesex, in September,-1624, suggests that
the Lord Steward's douceur comprised the sum of £5000 and a
set of tapestry hangings. In this letter the Duchess refers
caustically to the transaction, and says that Viscountess Maidstone bought her peerage by the surrender of Copt Hall, the
sum of ,;67000, and a suit of tapestry hangings.§ From a document dated 23 February, 1623-4, still remaining among the
State Papers,! we know that Esme Earl of March (who held a
* Historical MSS. Commission, Fourth Report, Appendix, p. 286. § V). 288.
f Domestic Stato Papers, James I, vol. cxlvii, 80.
j Domestic State_ Papers, James I, vol. clx, 4, " The 24th day of February
1623—Whereas William Lord Gray, Baron of Warke, Elizabeth Viscountesse
Maydestone, and Sir Heneage Finch K' recorder of London are become bound
unto me Esme, then Earle of March now Dukethof Lenox in the some of 4,OOOZ.
condiconed for payment of 2,OOOZ, on the 28 of May next ensuing the date
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high office at Court, and was the brother and heir of the Duke
of Richmond and Lenox) received from Lady Maidstone and
her son. Sir Heneage Pinch, a bond for £2000, which sum was
to be paid to him on the 20th of May, 1624. We may therefore fairly suggest that the remaining £5000, together with the
tapestry, fell to the share of the Lord Steward, Ludovic Duke
of Richmond. The tapestry was probably that very magnificent
suite which still adorns Lord Darnley's Picture Gallery, at
Cobham Hall. Probably also some portion of the £5000 was
expended in buying out Lady Kildare's unexpired term of lease
of Cobham Hall. The actual memorandum of agreement made
by Thomas Finch with Sir Arthur Ingram respecting the surrender
of Copt Hall, if the officers of state would obtain the peerage for
Lady Finch, is still in existence among Lord Delawarr's papers.*
After the Duke of Richmond's death, the Duchess Frances
still maintained a princelike state. She erected to her husband's
memory one of the most magnificent tombs in Westminster
Abbey. It occupies one of the side chapels at the south-east
corner of Henry the Seventh's Chapel, and has recently been
well restored by the present Lord Darnley. She acted in a
most sisterly way towards her husband's brother and successor
Esme, third Duke of Lenox. We find her writing to the
Lord Treasurer, on the 23rd of June, 1624, respecting the
grant of the office of Green Wax to her brother-in-law, who
had been installed as Knight of the Garter on the 23rd of
April. Five weeks, however, after her letter was written Duke
Esme died, in Christopher Hatton's house, at Kirkby, Northants, where the King then was, on the 30th of July, I624.f
This five-months Duke left a family of young children to whom
the Duchess Frances transferred her patronage and kindly
sympathies. The eldest of these children, then twelve years
old, was James fourth Duke of Lenox, who is so frequently
named in the will of his Aunt.
In December, 1624, we find the Duchess of Richmond
giving an entertainment to the French Ambassadors, upon their
hereof rknow yee that I the said Duketlra
of Lenox do hereby declare and promise
that S Edward Conway
K' his Ma Secretary shall and may receive 1,0001.
oh
of the
said 2,OOOZ. w shalbe due and payable as aforesaid to his own proper
use,1' etc., etc.
* Historical MSS. Commission, l?tw-rth Report, Appendix, p. 283.
f Nichols's Progresses of James I, vol. iii, p. 986.

230

WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM HALL.

return from visiting James I and Prince Charles at Trinity
College, Cambridge. On the 8th of January, 1625, she received
the Duke of Brunswick, but she made, beforehand, a stipulation
that he should not kiss her. The Duke kept his promise but,
en revanche, he kissed all the ladies in attendance upon her
twice over. The state she maintained in her widowhood was
that of a Royal personage, Cousin of the King. She went to
her chapel, in Ely House, with four principal officers marching
before her in velvet gowns, and carrying white staves; three
gentlemen ushers, and two ladies to bear her train. The
Countesses of Bedford and Montgomery, and other ladies
following in procession, two and two.* This magnificence,
however, called into request all her resources, and sometimes
we find her complaining that her pension was not paid. On
the 15th of August, 1626, for example, she wrote to "her
honorable cousin," Secretary Conway, entreating him to procure the King's signature to bills for the payment of arrears of
her pension, and for its continuance. She adds that the
necessary bills are in the hands of the Duke of Buckingham,
who undertook to present them to the King.f
The Duchess's magnificence and liberality were so proverbial
that when the Queen resolved, in 1639, to ask the ladies of
England to raise £10,000 as a present for Charles I, her contribution was expected to exceed that of other ladies. In a
letter written on the 23rd of April, 1639, we read that " all the
Court Countesses do provide their ^5100 a piece. What the
Duchess of Richmond resolves to give I do not yet hear. She
will do it bountifully without all peradventure." f She did not
survive to see the sad troubles of her husband's royal cousins,
but died on the 8th of October, 1639, at Exeter House in the
Strand. Colonel Chester§ says that her Funeral Certificate
declares that she died " in the great clymactericall yeare of her
age" [i. e. 63]. She was buried in Westminster Abbey, on
the 12th of October, in the same vault with her last husband
Ludovic Stuart, Duke of Richmond and Lenox. Colonel
Chester characterises her will, which we print below, as " of
marvellous historical and genealogical interest."
* Domestic State Payers, James I, vol. clxxxi, 29.
t Ibid., Charles I, vol. xxxiii, No. 112.
J Ibid,., vol. ccooxviii, No. 41.
§ Beyisters of Westminster AVbey, p. 133, note.
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WILL OF FRANCES STUART, WIDOW OF
LUDOVIC, DUKE OF RICHMOND AND
LENOX. (Principal Registry of Cowt of Probate,
"Harvey" fo. 158.)
TRANSCRIBED BY JAMES GREENSTREET.
THIE WILL o GOD BE DONNE IN THIS MY will and in all things
els that I shall goe about whilst in this vile and vncertaine
world it is thy will I breath that am the greatest of Synners.
IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN, I FFftANCBS, Duches of B.ICH-

MOND AND LENOX knowinge that it is ordained that all men
must dye that none knoweth his last daie and that it is fitt
euerie one should putt his howse in order disposeinge the
things of this world in time of health not sufferinge them to
trouble the last meditacions which as att all times soe especiallie
att the approchinge of death should be solly fixed vpon god this
eight and twentieth daie of July in the yeare of the incarnacion
of Jesus Christ accordinge to the computacion of the Church
of England one thousand six hundred thirtie nyne Doe make
and ordaine my last will and testament I commend my soule
vnto the most mercifull god that made it and the world of
nothinge beleevinge that through Jesus Christ the redeemer of
mankind and not of my deserts my synns shalbe forgiven, and
I make (sic) partaker of that ioy which from eternity was
prepared for the electe. I beleeve in him that is the resurrection and the life and that hee that beleeveth in him, yea though
he were dead yet he shall live whosoeuer liveth and beleeveth
in him shall not dye for euer. O lord remember not myne
Offences nor the offences of my foreffathers nor take vengance
of synne spare o god and lighten myne eyes that 1 sleepe not
in death I leave my vile and contemptible bodie to be laied in
the earth att Westminster in the Chappell with my deere Lord
and husband the Duke of Richmond and Lenox whose matchles
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memory and faire deedes to me shall euer live with me to the
vttermost of affeccion and dutie whiles I breath on earth as I
confesse that my greatest honor and truest happines here was
in beinge wife of soe worthie and excellent an husband, there I
desire to remaine by him to expecte the resurrection, I knowe
that my redeemer liveth and I shall arise out of the earth att
the last daie and shall see god in my fleshe and shall behould
him not with other but with these same eyes, I brought
nothinge into this world with me neither shall I carry anie
thinge out of it, Therefore concerninge the disposicion of the
things of this world which I must leave behinde me, I leave to
my deere Nephewe the Duke of Lenox* all my stuffe and
furniture plate hangings and lynnen in Exeter bowse f whereof
I doe leave a perfecte Inventarie sealed vpp for him and the
howsekeeper is to make it good accordingly, I desire if he
please my executors may see this stuffe removed to COBHAM J
my howsekeeper and such as I trust to goe with it to see it
placed soe soone as my howse and servants are dissolved for my
disire is that howse may be furnished with it and an Inventary
lefte with it and that this stuffe may continewe with the heire of
the Howse of Lenox I give to my Nephewe the Duke of Lenox
my Lords rich garter and the rest of his garters and Georges
* James Stuart, fourth Duke of Lenox, was eldest son of Bsme, the third
Duke, and nephew of Ludovic, the second Duke of Lenox.
f The Duchess had occupied Exeter House, in the Strand, for rather more
than fourteen years. On the 23rd of February, 1625, Secretary Conway wrote
to the Earl of Exeter, asking him to accommodate the Duchess with his house
in the Strand." On the 25th, the Earl replied that though she is a widow she
is not by any means in want, and that she had already refused Arundel House
and Dorset House. His own sons-in-law (the Earl of Oxford and the Lord
Grey of Groby) were placed for convenience in Exeter House, but nevertheless
he had proposed certain terms to the Duchess, through the Earl of Montgomery,
who had likewise asked him to let Exeterb House to her, and if she will accept
those terms she can occupy the house. On the 23rd of April, 1625, John
Chamberlain writing to Sir Dudley Carleton says, " The Duchess of Richmond
moved on Wednesday from Ely Place to Exeter House, with great pomp,
accompanied by the young Duke of Lenox and his sister the Lady Elizabeth,
the Earls of Arundel and Montgomery, the Countesses of Exeter, Devonshire,
and Middlesex, etc., etc., and a great comitium of coaches. She pays £300 a
year for the house, and hath furnished it richly with cloth of state and all
compliments."
J The Cobham estate, forfeited by Henry Lord Oobham, was granted to
Ludovic second Duke of Lenox by King James I on 13 Aug., 1612, subject to
the life lease thereof granted in 1604, May 13, to Frances Countess of Kildare,
the wife of Lord Cobham. The Countess died in 1628.
• Conway's Letter Book among the State Papers.
* Domestic State Payers, James I, vol. 184, No. 46.
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coller of esses rich sword which I delivered vnto my brother of
Lenox and all the pearle on my Lords tarry suite and my gowne
as the paper sheweth of the pattents and all things I gave to
the howse of Lenox to whome I wishe all blessings and encrease
of honor and happines for my Lords heire shall euer bee deere
and much regarded by me I will and bequeath to him alsoe six
thousand twoe hundred poundes which is due vnto me from the
Lady Elizabeth Hatton* accordinge to a bargaine made betweene the Earle of Arundell, the Earle of Pembrooke deceased
the Lord Gorges and Bowlton my Steward on my parte and
herselfe for hir parte to which the Earle of Mountgomery no we
Earle of Pembrooke and Lord Chamberlyne was witnes
Although she be a Lady and a kinswoman whome I wish well
to yet in honour and conscience shee ought to paie it for I lefte
the howse att her desire and my Lord and I bestowed above
seaven thousand pounds on it, I doubte not but His Majesty
wilbe pleased to assist in the obteyninge right of her accordinge
to her bargaine, and to see me fullie satisfied from her or himself. I leave vnto the earle of Hartford-f whorae I hartelie
love and vnto whose howse I wishe the increase and countenance
* Hatton House, rented by the Duchess at £1500 a year, was a portion of
the ancient episcopal residence of the Bishops of Ely, in Holborn. Elizabeth
Lady Hatton seems to have been a sharp woman of business, who endeavoured
to make more than a good bargain with the profuse and generous Duchess.
Writing on the 26th of February, 1625, John Chamberlain says, " Lady Hatton
complained so much, about her bargain with the Duchess, that her Grace has
taken her at her word, and left the house on her hands, whereby Lady Hatton
loses £1500 per annum, and £6000 fine." On the 12th of March he says, " She
has retired to the other part of Ely House, where she has her Lent Sermons ia
her chapel with as much regularity and solemnity as in the Chapel Eoyal." The
two ladies appealed to the King, who directed an arbitration to be held. Each
lady was to name certain gentlemen as commissioners, who should appear on
her behalf before the arbitrators appointed by the King, Sir John Coke, John
Earl of Clare, Sir Thomas Savage, and Sir Thomas Bdmondes. Lady Hatton
took the matter very coolly, and replied to the King's Secretary of State _byb
saying that she herself was ill of the gout, and that the Duchess must wait.
The account rendered by the Duchess, of money disbursed by her on " Hatton
Home, 0being part of My Souse in Holborn," is still preserved among the State
Papers, and shews a total expenditure of £7882 16s. This clause in her will
proves that although the arbitrators gave an award in favour of the Duchess,
yet after the lapse of fourteen years the sum awarded to her (£6200) was still
unpaid.
t Sir William Seymour, third Earl of Hertford, was a grandson of the
Duchess's second husband. His first wife was the luckless Lady Arbella
Stuart. In 1610, he was created Marquis of Hertford, and he was restored as
second Duke of Somerset in 1660, a few months before his death.
a
b

Domestio State Payers, James I, vol. 184, No. 47.
c
Ibid., Charles I, vol. i., Nos. 88, 90, 91.
lUd., vol. adv., No. 39.
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of all happines all my howsehold stuffe and moveables att
Elvetham* howse as the Inventarie thereof sheweth and the
howsekeeper of Elvetham is to make it good accordinglie and
nowe it is deliuered It hath beene euer my comaund to the
Steward of my landes to vse all my ioynter by the Earle of
Hartford with as much care for the Earle of Hartfords behoofe
that nowe is as if he were my brother And in witnes of it I
leave all the timber trees and woodes in the parke and groundes
belonginge to Elvetham standinge which I might have cutt
downe and sould I doe alsoe will my Executors to buy a cupp
of gold of twoe hundred poundes price to be deliuered vnto the
Earle of Hartford and that it be of the fashon of a Comunion
Cupp, if he like that fashon if not of what fashon or what
peice of plate he most desireth and that it have the armes of
my Lord and myne together and the armes of the howse of
Hertford and his Ladies the Earle of Essex his daughter together on it for an hire loome vnto his howse I have deliuered
vnto my deere Cosen the Countesse of Hertford-^ nay Jewell
called the harte iewell with a greate diamond in the midst and
one pendent pearle hanging'e att it as a legacie to her it was my
desire she should receave it in my life which she hath, for
besides my many seuerall tyes to her, her greate vertues and
her beinge soe excellent a wife and soe carefull a mother have
made me hartely love her and I give one hundred poundes to
be bestowed vpon a hatband or some pendant pearle for my
godsonne and Cosen Robert Seymour her sonne which nowe I
have delivered and I give to the Lord Beauchamp% to be
bestowed vpon a ringe or what he pleaseth to weare for my sake
one hundred peeces of ould gold which is sealed vpp for him in
a purse lefte with my will with my affectionate wishes and
hartie praiers to god to blesse his ffather, Mother, himselfe and
all the children of that howse and I desire he may have the
little greene velvett bed that is att Elvetham and all the
furniture belonginge to that Chamber when his Mother pleaseth,
I will my executors to buy for my Cosen Sf ffraunds Sey* The seat of the Earls of Hertford.
f Frances sister and coheir of Eobert Devereux third Earl of Essex, was the
second wife of 'William Earl of Hertford.
J Henry Seymour Lord Beauchamp was the eldest son of William Earl of
Hertford.
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mour* brother to the Earle of Hertford a voiderf and a greate
knife J to take away the table of sixscore poundes price to have
the armes of the House [of] Hertford and myne on them and I
give to my goddaughter his daughter ffrances one hundred
poundes to buy her wedding gowne, I have deliuered to my
Nephewe the Duke of Lenox to vse my Chaine of pearle which
is five hundred and odd to serve for an hatband and his wife for
a Chaine when shee pleaseth and to leave to his heire I leave
alsoe my round iewell of greate Diamonds which hath one rubie
in the midst and fiefteene Diamonds with it which is altered I
leave to my Nephewe of Lenox my five greate pendant pearles
whereof the biggest is called bowbell I have deliuered to my
good Nephewe the Duke of Lynox to vse my greate Coller of
redd and white roses of Diamonds and rubies vsuallie called
Lancaster and Yorke which blessed Kinge James gave me and
fower pendant pearles more of a lesser size in all nyne, for the
ffrench iewell of Diamonds that was my Lords was broken to
make my Nephewe an hatband with such other Diamonds as I
had lefte, there are twoe ropes of pearles one for her head and
another for her neck of fortie apeece, all these be paragon §
pearles both the round and the pendants, Therefore all these
beinge given by me to my Nephewe of Lenox and my Neece to
weare, I hereby tye them all to my Nephewe and my Neece,
and to theire Children and to the heires of the howse of Lenox
for euer for my praier to god is to blesse this noble compleate
marriage and to send them many sweete Children Alsoe I give
to my Nephewe the Duke of Lenox the one and twentie yeares
graunted in the Patten || of white cloth beringe date the fower
* Created Baron Seymour of Trowbridge in 1640, he was brother of William
second Earl of Hertford, and was grandfather of Francis the fifth Duke of
Somerset.
f " Voider," a basket or tray for carrying out the relics of a dinner or other
meal.—Halliwell, Aroha&o Dietion/v>y.
J I.e.. "Voiding Knife," viz., a knife used for taking ofi the remnants of
bread, etc., to put in the voider.—Halliwell.
§ "Paragon," that is to excel greatly.—Halliwell, who cites it from
Shakespear.
|| Patent of white cloth. By law, no white cloth exceeding £4, per cloth,
in value could be sent out of England. Queen Elizabeth however in her sixth
year granted a special license, or Patent, to certain " Merchant Adventurers_of
England " under which they, and they alone, could export 30,000 such superior
white cloths in a year, for ever. The further Patent which was held by the
Duchess of Kichmond, had been granted, originally to the Earl of Cumberland,
by Queen Elizabeth in 1600, for 10 years. It was renewed to him by King
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and twentieth dale of March in the yeare of our Lord god one
thousand six hundred thirtie fower for which I receave six and
twentie hundred poundes yearelie duly paied toe in without
being charged with anie Anuitie or anie thinge els but one
hundred poundes to be paied into the Exchequerfieffciepoundes
att our Lady daie and fieftie poundes att Michaellmas becavse it
may continewe a flower to the Crowne, I give to my Nephewe
the Duke of Lenox the fiue thousand poundes in a greene back
written vpon for him which from my hart I wishe it were
twenty thousand, And I give him all the arrearages that I am
to receave of all the bonds due vnto me from our Ladie daie
last which are in value five thousand twoe hundred fowerscore
and seaventeene poundes six shillings and eighte pence due vnto
me from Mr Mompeson owing vpon my lands to this tenn
thousand poundes I hope he will add some good some of mony
and buy some faire peece of land for his wife and children for I
desire addition and encrease of blessinge to that howse of Lenox
in euerie kind And I give to my Nephewe of Lenox and his
wife my black and white powdred Ermyn coach withall the
furniture belonginge to it to mourne for me when god taketh
me, I give to my Nephewe Lord John Stewart* to whome I
wishe all good fortune fower hundred poundes to buy him what
plate he pleaseth for his chamber or an hatband to keepe for
my sake and three hundred pounds to my Nephewe Lord
Bernard Steward* to buy an hatband or what he pleaseth to
keepe as a token of myne, I give to my Cosen ffenrie Howard-^
seconde sonne to my Lord Maltrevers three hundred poundes to
be bestowed vpon what he liketh or what his father and Mother
thinke fittest for him I give to my Neece the Lady Anne
James, and was afterwards transferred to the Duke of Kichmond and Lenox.
The Merchant Adventurers farmed all these Patents, and paid to the noble
owner a fixed toll, of Is. 4d. on every cloth exported (under the Patent) up to
60,000 cloths per annum, and 2s. 8d. per cloth for all over 60,000. The owner
of the Patent paid only £100 to the Crown. (Doni. State Papers, Charles I,
vol. 429, No. 87.)
* Sons of Esme third Duke of Lenox. Both of them fell in battle, fighting for Charles I.
f Henry Howard was second son of Henry Frederick Earl of Arundel by
Lady Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of Esme third Duke of Lennox. He was born
in 1628, created a Baron in 1669, and Earl of Norwich in 1672, and ultimately
became sixth Duke of Norfolk. He was nephew of James fourth Duke of
Lenox, and grand-nephew of the testator's husband Ludovic second Duke of
Lenox.
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Douglasse* a water pott of silver to stand in her Chamber with
a couer to it or a kettle with a ladle to washe glasses of one
hundred poundes price with the Armes of ray Lord and my
selfe and the armes of that noble howse of Angouse vpon it
whom I pray god to blesse I give to my goddaughter the Lady
ffrances Weston-\ one hundred poundes to buy her weddinge
gowne or what peece of plate her Mother best liketh with my
Lordes armes and myne on it, I would have one hundred
poundes deliuered to my goddaughter the Ladie Margrett
Howard^ daughter to the Barle of Suffolk and one hundred
poundes to my goddaughter the Lady ffrancis Howard §
daughter to the Earle of Barkeshire to be kepte to by theire
weddinge gownes or some Chaine or what they like beste, I
give to the Earle of Ancrome \\ a kettle of threescore poundes
price with my Lordes armes and myne on it, I give to my
godsonne and Cosen the Earle of Ancrome eldest sonne^ one
hundred poundes to buy him an hatband and to his daughter
my goddaughter the Ladie Vere** twoe hundred poundes to buy
plate for her chamber or a Chaine with my affectionate wishes
to the Countes of Ancrotnft whoe is borne of the blood on both
sides ffather and Mother which I love hartely I give to my
Nephewe the Earle of Westmerland%\ twoe hundred poundes to
* Lady Anne Douglas was a daughter of 'Earns, third Duke of Lenox by
Catherine Baroness Clifton. She married, in 1630, Archibald Douglas Earl of
Angus, eldest son of the first Marquis of Douglas. Her son James became the
second Marquis of Douglas. She died before 1649.
f She was the daughter of Lady Frances Weston, Countess of Portland,
who was fourth daughter of Bsme third Duke of Lenox. Born in 1617, the
mother married (at Putney in June, 16S2) Jerome Weston, who subsequently
became second Earl of Portland. Lady Portland died in 1694, and was buried
in Westminster Abbey.
| This young lady's father Thomas Earl of Suffolk was a son of Thomas
fourth Duke of Norfolk, who was a first cousin of the Duchess Frances of
Richmond.
g Her father Thomas Earl of Berkshire was the "Ladie Margrett Howard's "
brother. He was the second son of Thomas first Earl of Suffolk.
I Robert Ker was created Earl of Ancrum in 1633.
If William Ker, third Earl of Lothian, was the Earl of Anorum's eldest son.
He married the. heiress of Lothian in 1631.
** Ladie Vere Ker, daughter of the Earl of Lothian, she married in 1668
Lord Neil Campbell.
ff Lady Anne Stanley, daughter of William, sixth Earl of Derby, (on the
death of her first husband Sir Henry Portman) became the second wife of the
Earl of Ancrum. Her mother was Lady Elizabeth De Vere daughter of the
seventeenth Earl of Oxford.
JJ Mildmay Fane second Earl of Westmoreland and fifteenth Baron Le
Despencer succeeded his father Francis the first Earl in 1628. He married
Anne, daughter of Sir Wm. Thornyhurst, by his wife Anne Howard, sister of
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buy what peece of plate he best liketh for that howse to have
my Lords Armes and myne, and my Nephewes armes on it and
to be kepte and lefte for the heire of the howse of Westmorland my godsonne the Lord de la Spencer whome god blesse
for they are all good people and that creture with god all daies
of her life child maide and wife did neuer bat please me in
euery kind for shee was one of the best condicioned of women,
My Coller of letters* of Diamonds I leave to my Lord of
drundellf to vse which I desire may descend vpon my Lord
Maltreuers and vpon my Cosen and godsonne Thomas Ho ward J
with desire it may not be broken or altered but descend from
one an other to the heires of that howse of Norfolke beinge
the heires of my grandfather to this Coller here belonge seaventeene buttons, This Coller and buttons were made by my
grandfather Humfry§ Duke of Buckingham I leave to my
Neece Elizabeth the Lady Maltrevers \\ to vse the : H : with
seaven Diamonds and three pendant pearles which was Queene
Katherine Howards which my godson Thomas must have
alsoe and not altered as an heire loome to remaine to him and
Frances Duchess of Richmond. He died in 1665, when his son Charles, the
Duchess's " godsonne Lord de la Spencer," succeeded him.
* This " coller of letters " was probably a collar of S.S.S,
t Thomas Howard (son of Philip), gi-andson of the fourth Duke of Norfolk,
was restored as Earl of Arundel, and Earl of Surrey in 1608, created Earl of
Norfolk in 1644 and Earl Marshal in 1621, was a first-cousin-twice-removed
of the Duchess Frances. His name is perpetuated at Oxford by the collection
called the Arundel Marbles. In March, 1626, his eldest son married Lady
Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of Esme Duke of Lenox. King Charles I had
intended to give this lady, his cousin, in marriage to the Son of the Earl of
Argyle, and was extremely displeased when she thus married Lord Maltravers.
The King caused the young couple to be confined within Lambeth Palace, sent
the bridegroom's father Lord Arundel to the Tower, and banished from Court
the bride's mother Katberine Duchess of Lenox. Lord Arundel's eldest son
Lord Maltravers succeeded him in the Earldom. His third son William became, in 1640, Baron Stafford.
J Son of Lord Maltravers, and grandson of the Earl of Arundel. He
ultimately became the fifth Duke of Norfolk, and died in 1677.
§ Humphrey Stafford, first Duke of Buckingham, was killed at the battle of
Northampton in 1460. He was Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, and
Constable of Dover Castle and of Queenborough Castle. To him belonged
Tunbridge Castle and Manor, as well as Penshurst Manor and Place, and much
property in Kent. These possessions descended to his grandson Henry the
second Duke, and from him to Edward the third Duke, by whom they were all
forfeited together with his own life, in 1521. Lady Elizabeth Stafford, a
daughter of this unfortunate Kentish Duke, Edward, was the grandmother of
Frances Duchess of Richmond and Lenox. She therefore uses the word
" grandfather " in its widest sense. Duke Humphrey was actually grandfather
to her grandmother's grandfather.
|| See note* on following page.
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to the heires of the Howse of Arundell for euer, these are delivered
to my Lord of Arundell allready I give to my Neece the
Lady Elizabeth Maltrevers* my purple velvet coach with all the
furniture belonginge to it which I neuer vsed I have deliuered
this allredy I give to my Neece Elizabeth the Lady Maltrevers
soe much as is due vnto me for the farthinge tokensf which
comes to three thousand poundes soe that her Lord shall pay in
noe more after my death but have the Patent delivered vnto
him when my doores and Chests are open, soe with the thousand
poundes which I gave her in Easter tearme was three yeare for
the begininge of a porcion from me and with fower thousand
poundes more which shee hath nowe receaved, there is eight
thousand poundes, And if I live longer which I expecte not I
shall add more vnto her porcion, All the little land I have in
the Countie of Hertford, the Mannor of Newsill alias Newsills
with the appurtenaunces thereof the Mannor of Hookey and
Water Andrewes with the appurtenaunces thereof the Mannor
of Barwick with the appurtenaunces thereof, the Capitall
messuage called Rushden well with the appurtenaunces thereof
in Barkway Roiston and all lands to the said Capitall messuage
belonginge And one other tenement or farme with the appurtenaunces thereof in Barkinge (sic) aforesaide and all other
Manners messuages tenements farmes lands meadowes pastures
feedings woods vnderwoods Commons rents services vnto me
apperteyninge I give to my godsonne Thomas Howard and vnto
his heires for ever he beinge the true heire to my grandfather $
Thomas Duke of Norfolke and all the writings and deedes I
have of that land I have delivered them vnto my Lord Maltreuers to keepe them and to vse them for his sonne for my
* Lady Elizabeth Stuart, daughter of Esme third Duke of Lenox, married
Lord Maltravers, eldest son of the Earl of Arundel.
f A patent for the exclusive right of issuing farthing tokens had been
enjoyed by Henry Lord Maltravers (in conjunction with Sir Francis Crane)
before his marriage with Lady Elizabeth Stuart in March, 1626. By that
marriage he incurred the King's displeasure, and on the llth of July, 1626, this
Patent was granted to Frances, Duchess of Bichmond and Lenox, jointly with
Sir Francis Crane. Mr. J. S. Smallfleld, who kindly communicated this fact,
says that Snelling's View of the Copper Coinage of England, 1766, pp. 5-11,
gives a full account of these tokens, and of the great discontent which was
caused by their compulsory issue, throughout the country.
\ Frances Duchess of Richmond was the daughter of Viscount Bindon, who
was the third Duke of Norfolk's younger son. Her godson, the boy Thomas
Howard (son of Lord Maltravers), was great-great-great-grandson of the Earl
of Surrey, who was the third Duke's eldest son. •
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Lord Marshall* withall my affectionate wishes, the bible
covered with purple velvett which nowe I haue delivered my
selfe which will affoord all that is to be had in this world and
eternall blisse, Lett my executors provide for my Lord Archbushopp of Canterbury his grace, for the Lord Keeper,,f for the
Earle of Pembrook% Lord Chamberlyn for each of them a paire
of greate guilte Candlestickes of fieftie poundes price a Candlestick with my Lords armes and myne to be given them from
me, And what day my Lord Archbuishopp shall thinke fitt and
appointe first or second sonday after my buriall I desire Doctor
Belguankett Deane of Durham may be invited to preach in the
afternoone a sermon for me in Westminster Abby, because I
knowe hee hath a love and respecte vnto my Lords memory
that beinge the last Publique acte of memory of my deere Lord
and my selfe I desire my Executors to prouide for him a cup
of gold of the fashion of a Comunion Cupp of fiefty pounds
" price with my Lords armes and myne ou it, or what peece of
plate he best liketh, And my Executors are to send blacks to
my Lord Archbuishopp of Canterbury and for tenn of his
gentlemen o for (sic) soe many more as he will have to attend
him for I knowe he wilbe in deedes a carefull and true freind
vnto my Nephewe and my Neece of Lenox his wife for that
Duches is the deere daughter of my Lord of Buckingham
whose memory I knowe my Lord of Canterbury will ever love,
The Kinge is all the ffather§ this compleate couple have and in
these my Lord must live I give to my good kinsman the Lord
Powlett || of Hinton S* George twoe hundred poundes to make
him a branch to hold twoe caudles with my Lords armes and
myne his owne and his Ladies to be lefte vnto the heire of his
howse I give to my Cosen 8r ffrancis Haward one hundred
* The Lord Marshall was Thomas Earl of Arundel, father of Lord
Maltravers.
t Sir Thomas Coventry was then Lord Keeper.
i Philip Herbert fourth Earl of Pembroke and first Earl of Montgomery,
the worthless husband of Anne Clifford Countess of Dorset, Pembroke, and
Montgomery, was then Lord Chamberlain.
§ James the fourth Duke of Lenox, who was born in 1612, lost his father
in 1624. He married in 1637 Lady Mary Herbert, who was then a widow
although only fifteen years of age. Born in. 1622, she was the first child, and
only daughter, of George Villiers first Duke of Buckingham. When this will
was made, the Duke was twenty-seven years of age, and the Duchess was
seventeen.
|| John first Baron Poulett was so created in 1627, he died in 1649.

VOL. XI.

B,

242'

WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM HALL.

poundes and to his soune Lodowick Howard my godsonn one
hundred poundes which he hath allready I give to my Cosen
Charles Haward my Vnclde "Williams grandchild one hundred
poundes, I give to my good sister and kinswoman the Lady
Savedge twoe hundred poundes to be putt into a greate branch
to hold twoe lightes or a baskett to take away the table which
shee liketh best with my Lords armes and myne to leave vnto
the heire of the howse or to which of her children shee hath
rnost.mynd to give it for it is above a yeare since I my selfe
haue deliuered vnto my sister Savedge her owne legacie I give
to my Cosen Sr Robert Gordon fieftie poundes to buy him a
Duzen of .plate trenchers and to his sonne Lodowick my godsonn one hundred poundes to buy him an hatband I give to
Sr Richard Young to Sr Robert Pye to Sr Edward Savedge
whome I trust and to Deane Younge to each of them fiefty
poundes to buy them kettles to wash glasses in with my Lords
artnes and myne on them My little Chamber plate I appointe
to he delivered thus, To my good Mother the Lady Roxborow*
my greate possett pott, or if that should be gonne I desire my
executors to prouide a faire greate one of what fashion shee will
or a kettle with a ladle to washe her glasses of fiefty poundes price
with my Lords armes and myne with her Lords and hers on it
shee is a Lady I ever loved And I have euer found her a brave
fast freind, god blesse her and hers for I as a constante frind
wishe her longe life and all happines, I give to my good freind
the Lady ffrench Gary my silver peece bason my silver pestle
and morter my longest and greatest ladle my best porrenger
and Cover I give to my good neighboure Mrs Smith beinge my
Lord Lamberts daughter a peece of plate dishe or Chafer of
thirty poundes price what shee pleaseth to keepe for my sake
I give to Madam Vautlet whome I have euer loved well one
hundred poundes to buy a pendant pearle or a bracelett to weare
for my sake, and to my godsonne Lodowick her sonne one
hundred poundes to buy him what shee pleaseth for I have euer
found that gentlewoman a respective carefull freind to me, I
give to my Lady Younge my Maudlinf Cupp and Cover my
* Jane, daughter of Patrick third Lord Drummond, married Kobert first
Earl of Boxbui'ghe.
t Otherwise styled a " Metheglin Cup," and used to drink mead from.
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second porrenger and couer the three boates and the silver
snuffers, for Mrs Jane Murry I would have a ringe of one
hundred poundes price of her owne choice for her to weare for
me whilst shee liveth or what peece of plate shee liketh and
then to leave it to her sonne Mr Henry Murry shee hath ever
loved me well for my Cosen the Ladie Manners twentie
poundes to buy her a black velvet gowne or a peece of plate
what shee pleaseth I give to M"' ffrancis Whitney tenn
poundes to buy her a peece of plate for my good freind Sr
Theodore Mayern whome my Lord and my selfe did and had
much cause to value a peice of plate of one hundred pounds
price of what fashion he pleaseth, And to worthy carefull Sr
Mathewe Leister one hundred poundes I give to Doctor
Hackett a trencher salte and cover with my Lordes armes and
myne on it for my Cosen Robert Lasley fortie poundes to buy
him a kettle to washe glasses in and for Mr John Houston fieftie
poundes to buy him a bason and ewer and a paire of potts with
my Lords Armes and myne on them I give to Lodowicke,
sonne of Lodowicke Carlile forty poundes to buy a kettle to
washe glasses with my Lordes Armes and myne I give to Mr
Tetarsall an euerlastinge pott,* I give to Mr Bates thirtie
poundes, and to my godsonne Charles Bates twentie poundes to
buy him a gold hatband if his Mother like it, and to my Cosen
Wroughton fortie poundes to buy what peece of plate her
husband and shee like with my Lordes armes and myne on it,
I give to my Neighboure Captaine Smithes Widdow whoe euer
deserved well of me an euerlastinge pott and my black wrough
velvett gowne my black calamincof gowne and peticoate, I
give to John Langford my Soliciter five and twenty poundes to
be bestowed on a round bason and a spout pott an euerlasting
pott one duzen of spoones and a triangle salte, I give to Jarvis
three hundred poundes to add to the twoe hundred I have
deliuered to her already to put out for her best vse which is in
all five hundred poundes hopinge her ffather will make her a
good porcion for shee is a good creature and I wishe her good
fortune I give to Bassett my gentlewoman threescore pounds
* Probably a " Black Jack,1' or drinking pot made of thick black leather
mounted with, silver.
f " Calamanco," a kind of woollen stuff, the surface of which shines somewhat like satin,—Halliwell, Archaic Dictwnca-y.
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and an euerlastinge pott, I give to Susan Stewart the Mrs of
my closett twoe hundred and fieftie poundes if shee should not be
alive lett James Stewart her husband receave it for her children
I give to Roger Langfords widdowe beinge a Chaste good
woman fieftie poundes to be paied her to helpe her after my
death if shee outlive me, I give to Anthony one hundred and
fiefty poundes, and to Phelps one hundred and fieftie poundes if
they be with me att my death for if anie servant man or woman
be gone from me before my death they are to have noe legacie
whatsoeuer I here name or to whomsoeuer the three newe
laundry maides Anne Hobb, ffrances Buck, Jane Baram, whoe
came lately and much in a time since Easter they are to have
mourninge gownes and each of them twenty markes to the
widdowe of the Scullery twentie nobles I desire that all
these women may be called together by myne executors and
have theire mony delivered to them before my Officers all
att once before anie of them goe out of the howse I
give to Boulton my Steward whome I would imploy for an
executor but for his greate yeares twoe hundred poundes for
him to give to my godsonne Lodowick James when he pleaseth
and if Boulton dye my godsonn Lodowick James is to have one
hundred poundes I give to ffrancke Mason my goddaughter
one hundred poundes which I have delivered allready and to
Lodowicke Mason my godson forty poundes I give to my Chaplin
Westley whoe is newe come a long bason and ewer with my
Lords armes and myne on it Bowlton is to have the bedd
and beddinge the Chaires and stooles in his Chamber Susan
Stewart is to have the bedd in her chamber and the twoe maides
in my Chamber are to have the nexte bed in the gentlewomans
chamber and the furniture to both the bedds I give to Mr Mompesson whome I have allwaies found an honest sufficient gentleman
one hundred poundes to buy him what plate he pleaseth I give
to Hatton Clavell gentleman vsher twoe hundred poundes, I give
to James Stewart one hundred and fieftie poundes and to his
sonne Lodowick one hundred poundes his father to receave it
and to deliver it to the boy att fiefteene yeares of age if he live,
And where I have given legacies to diuerse godchildren theire
parents are to receave them if the Children live I give to George
Rosse one hundred and fieftie poundes, I give to Richard Longe
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one hundred poundes and twenty poundes to binde out ffranck
his sonne an apprentice if I doe it not in my life time I give
to Coleby threescore poundes I give to Cois fieftie pouudes I
give to Richard Smithson threescore and tenn poundes and to
his eldest sonne tenn poundes, and to my goddaughter if shee
be alive tenn poundes I have alsoe beene bountifull to him
allreadie I give to Henry Needham porter fieftie poundes and
the furniture of his chamber, I give to William Pagett Marshall of the Hall fieftie poundes, I give to Guy Greenham
groome of the dyninge chamber fieftie poundes and an euerlastinge pott for whome I have donne well and he hath beene a
carefull servant I give to Richard Lambert yeoman of the
buttery thirtie poundes and a triangle salte to Stephen Lumbkin
Caterer five and tvrentie poundes to Richard Dunne Cooke
thirtie poundes to Vahun Coachman twenty markes I give to
ffooo of the blackstayers thirtie poundes, I give to Christopher
Johnson groome of the stables fortie pounds I give to Jackson
howsekeeper of Littleton three poundes or if he be dead to his
wife fortie shillings I give to Edwards my baker tenn pounds
and if he be with me att my death, I give to Besse his wife
twenty markes I give to Henry Goodchild thirty poundes to
iheffueller whoesoeuer five poundes to ould John Cheverell thirtie
poundes to Nicholas Cousins scowrer tenn poundes I give to
William Woodson that plaieth vpon the Organ tenn poundes, I
desire all these may be paied together before my howse breake
vpp, I give to the Poore of Holborne one hundred poundes
which I desire Doctor Hackett to see imployed for theire best vse,
I give threescore poundes to be equallie deuided to the parishes
of Sl Clement's Danes the Savoy parishe and Sl Martin's in the
fields for the poore I give one hundred poundes to the poore of
Westminster, whereof thirtie poundes to be given to the poore of
Canon Rowe I desire that Doctor Hackett and the parsons of the
foresaid fower parishes may have blacks and be mourners for me,
I give to the poore of Littleton five poundes and for the buildinge
of Littleton steeple in the west end of the Church with my Lords
armes and myne vpon it I give one hundred and fortie poundes
which I have nowe delivered And my Cosen Sr ffrancis Howard
Sr Richard Younge my Chaplaines Mason and Westley to see
this performed, I give to the poore of JSlvetham tenu poundes,
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Mrs Jones, Mary Hoppin, if shee be there and MT Wilde to have
blacks I give to the poore of Hartley rowe five pouudes, I give
to the Poore of Sl Thomas Hospitall in Southwarke one hundred
poundes to be bestowed to the vse of the said poore att the discrecion of the Treasurer and gouernors of the said Hospitall if
they please for the more decent buriall of such poore as dye
there, I appointe there be att my funerall one hundred poore
men, and one hundred poore women in good cloth gownes not
to shorte whereof fortie or fieftie may be chosen out of Hoiborne the men to be some Englishe some Scottish and euery
one of them men and women to carry one torch burninge
the men to have white night capps given them and the women
white loose kercheifs of an ell longe All this to be gott redy in
one daie and night that I may be speedily buried and not
opened for soe my sweete Lord out of his tender love comaunded
me that I should not be opened I may be presentlie putt vp in
brann, and in lead before I am fully could Lett Susan Cooke
nowe Bates my ould servant whome I much value with those
gentlewomen, wemen and maides nowe in my howse whoe attend
me att my death see me fairelie shrouded after that my Cosen
Bates or if anie other private freinds or Ladies that be there
have putt on my death smock lett them with the rest of my
gentlewemen wemen and maides dresse me with such necessarie
things as I have made ready for my self And when they have
donne this let them winde me vpp againe in those sheets that
are amonge those other necessarie things wherein my Lord and
I first slepte that night when wee were married there is a case of
purple velvett large enough to putt ouer the ledd or Coffin as
my freindes shall thinke fitt All my howsehold servants to
have blacks the Chaplaines and all Officers of my howse to
mourne in such fashion as belongs to theire places, Lett my
howse be kepte a moneth or three weekes after my death as my
executors and Ouerseers shall thinke fitt for my howsehold servants as it was withall tables when I lived and a table to be
kepte in the dyninge Chamber for Noblemen my Executors
Ouerseers and assistants and such as please to come to them,
the daies of dole to be dubled for the poore duringe the time my
howse is kepte one dole daie more to be added to be that daie in
the weeke in which it shall please god I dye, I desire to be
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buried in the night without anie Ceremony or any greate persons to be invited but if they comme of theire owne good will
lett them be respectivelie and dutifully vsed for with the losse
of my Lord all earthly ioyes ended with me And I euer computed his funerall daie* my buriall, I desire that the Duke of
Lenox my Nephewe my Lordes heire may be there if he be
about London or anie of my Lords kindred and my Lord
Marshall or anie of his that please to comme, And wheresoeuer it please god I dye lett my body be carried to Exeter
howse and from thence to Westminster for these expences att
my funerall and for howsekeepinge duringe the time my executors thiuke fitt I leave twoe thousand pounds for such meane
apparell as I have I desire it may be disposed of amonge my
gentlewomen wemen and maides whoe are with me att my death,
for my wearinge lynnen it is to be deuided amonge my wemen
servants in the howse of all kindes euery one somthinge and
Sr Robert Gordon, Sr Richard Younge, Sr Edward Savedge to
take the paines to see the little apparell and body lynuen I have
be deuided amonge my Cosen Bates my Cosen Harecoit if shee
will have anie my Neighbour Smith att Peare tree, Jarvis,
Bassett, the three Chamberers, and the landry maides of my
howse I give my black Coach unto Boulton my Steward I
give to Marie Hoppin tenn poundes and an euerlasting pott, and
* Her husband Ludovick Stuart, Duke of Richmond and Lenox, died upon
the 16th of February, 1624, and was buried the next day in Westminster
Abbey, in a small chapel on the south side of King Henry VII's Chapel, The
Register of the Abbey, after stating this fact, adds, " and his funerals were
solemnized April 19Ul 1624." Letters of the period, now preserved among the
State Papers, inform us that the Duchess was passionate in her sorrow, and cut
off her hair." The King was so grieved by his death, that he postponed the
opening of Parliament, which was to have taken place a few hours after the
time at which the Duke died. There was a formal lying in state observed,b
with great magnificence and solemnity, at Hatton House, during aix weeks,
although the deceased Duke's body was actually lying in the Abbey. The
funeral solemnities, upon the 19th of1 April, were celebrated with as much state
as if the Duke had been a Prince of England. His effigy, in a coach, was
drawn by six horses, there were one thousand mourners, and his hearse in the
Abbey was equal in all points to Queen Anne's (wife of King James). Several
noblemen refused the offices to which they were appointed, in the ceremony, as
unfitting to the deceased and to themselves. The Lord Keeper, Archbishop
Williams, preached the funeral sermon, and much commended the late Duke's
mildness, and many virtues."1 Sir Francis Nethersole says, "the funeral was
marked by two arrows being carried before the Duke's effigy, in honour
of his
being .a good archer, and by the strange behaviour of the Duchess."0
"b Domestitt State Papers, James I, vol. cclix., No. 70.
Ibid., vol. cfcrii., No. 45.
Ibid., vol. clxiii., No. 16.
d
Ibid., vol. cbdii., No. 74.
° Ibid., vol. clxiii., No. 3.
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to M™ Jones five poundes, what taony soeuer I have with me if
it please god to take me in the Country or att London in my
other Iron Chest or trunc or tawny box which is all waies with
me or hlack box or bey box, or cupboard or Closett or wheresoeuer, I desire it may be added together before the brealdnge vpp
of my howse which if it be more then is perticulerly named and
bequeathed and that there be noe vse for it for mourners or
such potts or pictures or peeces of plate which I have given as
my executors see cause my debts if I owe anie thinge as att this
time I thanke god I owe nothinge nether for my selfe nor
for anie remainder of debte of my Lords funerall wages and
all things discharged I desire my executors Ouerseers and
assistants will thinke of some Charitable disposing of it especially to Paules to Canterbury to Westminster, and to the
poore, I desire and ordaine my good kinsmen and euer true
freindes the Earle of Pembrooke Lord Chamberlyn the Lord
Powlett of Hinton S' George my Cosen Sr Robert Gordon and
Sr Robert Pye my auncient freind and acquaintance whome I
knowe to be an honest man and to have a good hart to my
Nephewe of Lenox and my sweete Neece his Lady and a fast
freind where he professeth to be my Executors, And I desire
and ordaine my Coseu the Earle of Ancrom, Sr ffrancis Haward
Sr Richard Younge my Cosen Sr Edward Savedge and Doctor
Younge Deane of Winton to be assistants vnto my Executors,
And I earnestlie intreate my Lord Archbuishopp of Canterbury
his grace and the Lord Keeper to take the paines to be my
Ouerseers of this my last will and testament for the performance
of it which is my harts desire. I leave threescore poundes in
the hands of my executors Sr Robert Gordon and Sr Robert Pye
to be deliuered by twenty poundes yearely to William Gwyn if
he live soe longe to receave it if not my Executors to have care
he be competently and Christianly buried and the remainder to
bee distributed to the poore, I give to my Cosen the Ladie
Haward my kinde neighbour a silver skillett and to my Ladie
Martin an euerlasting pott I have desired to performe my best and
to obey all the Kings comaundes and to deserve to the vttermost
of duty in all arts towards His Majesty and his : and next my
soules health I pray for the Kinge that he may be prosperous in
all kindes in his soules health, in longe life and in whatsoeuer
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his hart desireth, in his Queene in the Prince, whome god of his
favoure blesse in his princely verteous but most vnfortunate
sister whorae god comforte and helpe, It is my will [that yf any
to whom I have geiven]* a legacie or legacies in this my last will
and testament shall vpon any pretence seeke or claime anie
farther parte of my estate in my lands or goodes then is here
freelie given and expressed by me then such person or persons
shall thereby vtterlie forfeite and loose whatsoeuer is here named
or bequeathed vnto him or them as if I had not bequeathed it
and anie legacie or legacies made voide vpon such forfeiture, I
leave to be bestowed as my Executors Ouerseers and assistants
shall thinke fitt, IN WITNES whereof I the said ffrances Duches
Dowager of Richmond and Lenox beinge I thanke god of sound
and perfecte memorie revokinge all former and other wills and
testaments by me att anie time heretofore made either by word
of mouth or writinge to this my saide laste will and testament
conteyninge twoe sheets of paper have put my hand to each of
the said sheets, and sealed them, And doe publishe this same
for my last will and testament the daie and yeare aboue written.
THIS one of my last legacies is with as much dutie and faith
as hart can performe and were I able in fortune it should be
much more, I desire twoe thousand poundes in golde may be deliuered to the sweete Prince PALATINATE, to buy him a sword a
george or a garter which he pleaseth, for from my harte I honor
and love the Queene his Mother and all his blood the Prince
PALATINE in perticuler.f
FOB my Lord Marshall Earle of Arunddl and heire of my
grandfather the Duke of Norfolkes howse my last legacie to him
withal] naturall affection is a booke of Heraldry to be bought
for him of one hundred marke price with a velvet Cover and
gold claspes John Longford to provide it for him.
P. RICHMOND & LENOX.
* The words within brackets have been supplied from the original Will, the
Register in this place being inaccurate.
f Oruden in his History of G-ravesend, p. 284, cites from MnettiP/wloaieni, or
some choice observations of Sir John Finett, Kniglit, on the Reception of Ambassadors, etc., London, 1666, p. 1, the following :—" 1612, October 12. The Count
Palatine of the Ehine coming to England to espouse the Princess Elizabeth,
daughter of King James the First, landed at Gravesend, where he was waited
upon by Lord Hay, to welcome him in the name of the King, and remained
until the 14th of the month, when the Duke of Lenox and others of the
King's household came to conduct him to the court."
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WITNESSES vnto and att the sealinge signinge and publication of
this will by her grace the Lady Princes Duches Dowager of
RICHMOND AND LENOX this present eight and twentieth Daie
of July Anno domini one thousand six hundred thirty nyne
Ro : Riche, William Smith, John Onslowe Ri: Heline Richard
Black well.
THREE fieftie ould peeces for my three Chamberers, Susan,
Anthony, and Phelipes, This Codicell was declared and signed
by her grace in the presence of vs John Langford, Edward
Deplure.
MEMORANDUM that her grace att the declaracion of the Codicill above written did alsoe will and give to her servant Peter
Sausbury of the buttery as much as she had given in her will to
anie of her landry maides therein mentioned Witnesses John
Langford the mark of Guy Granham.
PROBATE granted to said four Executors the last day of
October A.D. 1639.

( 251 )

CHARLES STUART, DUKE OP RICHMOND
AND LENOX.
CHARLES STUART, last Duke of Lenox and Richmond, a fourth
cousin of King Charles II, was born, in London, in 1639.
His father, George Stuart, son of Esme Duke of Lenox,
then bore the courtesy title of Lord D'Aubigny, by which the
second surviving son of each Duke of Lenox was known; the
eldest son being called Earl of Darnley. Esme Stuart,* third
Duke of Lenox, having himself been a second son, had likewise
been known as Lord D'Aubigny, during the greatest portion of
his life. Upon Duke Esme's accession in 1624 to the chief
honours of the family (which he enjoyed only five months),
his eldest son James Stuart, became Earl of Darnley, and his
son George, who was then six years old, became Lord
D'Aubigny. In 1638 he married Lady Catherine Howard,
eldest daughter of Theophilus, second Earl of Suffolk, and
by her had two children, Charles and Katherine. At the
Battle of Edgehill, alias Kineton, this Lord D'Aubigny was
slainf on the 23rd of October 1642, He was buried in Christ
Church Cathedral at Oxford. At that time, Charles, his son
and heir was but three and a half years old. His young
widow, then about twenty-two years of age, was imprisoned by
* Esm6 Stuart, Lord D'Aubigny, created Earl of March in 1619, who succeeded to the Dukedom of Lenox in 1624, had seven sons and four daughters :—
(i) James, born at Blackfriars, April 6, 1612; (ii) Henry, born at Parsons
Q-reen, Jan. 13,1615, died young ; (iii) Francis, born at Bath House, Holborn,
March 19, 1617, died young; (iv) George, born at Bath House, July 17,1618 ;
(v) Ludovic, born at March House, Drury Lane, Oct. 14,1619 ; (vi) John, born
at March House, Oct. 23, 1621; (TO) Bernard; Elizabeth, born at Haynes,
Beds, July 17,1610; Ann, born at Blackfriars, NOT. 30, 1614 ; Margaret, died
an infant; Frances, born 1617 (see Vincent Discovery of Errors Brooke,
p. 332).
t Upon the death of George Stuart, Lord D'Aubigny, in 1642 that title of
courtesy devolved upon his next brother, Lord Ludovic Stuart, who then
became the second surviving son of Esm<§, Duke of Lenox. He entered the
priesthood of the Eoman Catholic Church, and was a canon of Notre Dame in
Paris. He is said to have performed a marriage ceremony between
Charles II and Katherine of Braganza; and he certainly superintended, in
England, all the arrangements of that Queen's Chapel. On the 16th of
January 1663 he appended his signature, " L. Stuart D'Aubigny," to a note
affixed to a list of books sent from France for the use of the Queen's chapel
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the Roundheads after his death. What became of her two
infant children, during that time of trouble, it is impossible to
say. The second child, Katherine, was younger than Charles
by one or two years. Their mother quickly married again,
her second husband being James Livingstone, first Earl of
Newburgh, by whom she had one daughter.* Sorrow and
suffering told heavily upon the young mother, and she died in
1650, while in exile at the Hague, in the thirtieth year of her
age. When Charles and his sister were thus left parentless, he
was about ten years old. In recognition of his father's services,
and his mother's sufferings, King Charles I. had given to the
little lad, in 1645, the Earldom of Lichfield, which he had been
about to confer upon the boy's uncle, Lord Bernard Stuart,
when that gallant youog soldier fell, fighting for his King at
Rowton Heath, near Chester, in the year 1645. It is probable
that when the little Earl was bereft of his mother he would
become the ward of his uncle James fourth Duke of Lenox.
The Duke had then but one child, his son, who was born
Nov. 2, 1649, and the young Charles may have been taken to
Cobham Hall. Certainly his tutor was the Rev. James Fleetwood,t who subsequently travelled with the Duke's own son,
Esme. This gentleman, who had educated the young Duke
Esme and his cousin Duke Charles, was promoted to be
Provost of King's College, Cambridge, in 1660, and Bishop
of Worcester in 1675.
At the Restoration, Charles Earl of Lichfield, then twentyone years old, was one of those who, on the 29th of May, 1660,
received and escorted his cousin, King Charles II, at his glorious
entrance into the City of London. He had then a desire to be
appointed Governor of Guernsey, and, in June 1660, wrote to
(Horn. State Papers, Charles II, vol. Ixvii. No. 63. L). On the 16th of March
1664, mention is made of " a large tent with a covering for the Queen, when
she goes to chapel or in procession, to be placed as Lord Aubigny shall direct"
(Ibid., xciv. 92). In Nov. 1664 and in July 1665 we find him crossing the
channel from England to France. There he died, in 1666, just after he had
been nominated a cardinal, but before he received actual induction to that high
position, Burnet states that he was mainly instrumental in the appointment
of good Dr. Leighton to the Bishopric of Dunblane. He was the last who
bore the courtesy title of Lord D'Aubigny.
* Lady Elizabeth Livingstone, who married, first, Mr. Kobt. Delayal, and,
secondly, Mr. Hatcher of Careby, Lincolnshire, is mentioned in the will of her
half-sister, Lady Katheriue O'Brien. She died at Rouen in 1717.
t Clutterbuck's History of Hertfordshire, iii. 344.
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Secretary Nicholas to remind the king to give him this post.*
His wish, for this appointment, may have sprung from his taste
for the sea, which a few years later led him to engage in the
adventurous speculation of fitting out small vessels to act as
privateers, preying upon the Dutch. It may also have been
somewhat connected with bis marriage to a young Dorsetshire
heiress, whose family mansion at Bryanston was sufficiently
convenient for sailing excursions to the Channel Islands. About
the middle of the year 1660, he married Elizabeth Rogers,
daughter and coheir of an ardent cavalier, Richard Rogers of
Bryanston,f who had died in the same year in which Charles
Stuart's father had been slain. This Dorset lady inherited
a small estate at Otterden and at Iwade, in Kent. Her
mother had been Elizabeth, the sole daughter and heiress of
Sir Justinian Lewin, who when he died, in 1620, was lord of
the manor of Otterden.J This manor was sold by Charles,
Duke of Richmond, in January 1662.§ The actual purchaser
was George Curteis, but according to the custom of the time it
was vested in him and Sir Norton Knatchbull as joint trustees.
It seems likewise to have been previously vested in three trustees
or feoffees, Charles Duke of Richmond, his uncle James Earl of
Suffolk, and William second Lord Maynard, whose wife (daughter
* Domestic /State Papers. Charles II, vol. v., No. 94.
f lu January 1662-3 Bryanston Manor was sold by Sir John Eogers to Sir
John Cutler, whose heiress married Sir Wm Portman (see Dorset Fines, Hilary
Term, 14 Car. II in State Paper Office).
J Hasted, vol. v. 537.
§ Mr. Jas. Greenstreet has kindly transcribed for me the principal words of
the Fine in which the sale is registered :—
Notes of Fines—Kent—Hilary
Term, Ann. 13 & 14 Car. II:—
Int' Norton' KnatchbuH1 Militem & baronettum & Georgiu' Curteis
Annig'um quer' et Carolum Ducem Richmond' & Lenos Jacobum Comitem
Sufi' & Will'm D'n'm Maynard defore' deMan'ijs de Otterden' alias Otterenden'
& Boardefeild' cum p'tin' ac de Septem mesuagijs duar' cotagijs septem horreis
septem stabulis vno columbar' nonem gardinis octo pomarijs quadringentis
acris t're quadraginta acris prati sexaginta acris pasture ducentis acris bosci &
coia' pasture p' om'ib'z au'ijs cum p'tin' in Otterden' al's Otterenden' Boardefeild
Muncton' Stallesfeild al's Stalkesfeild' Witchlinge Doddington' Bastlinge al's
Iselinge Newnham & Lenham ac eciam de Kectorijs de Otterden' al's Otterenden'
Boardefeild' & Munckton' cum p'tin' Necnon de advocacoib'z Eccliar' de
Otterden' al's Otterenden Boardefeild & Munckton.
The Duke, Bar], and William admit it to be the Bight of Norton; as that
wch Norton and George have of the gift of the said Duke, Earl, and William,
who remit and quitclaim, for themselves and their heirs, to Norton and George
and to the heirs of NOBTON for ever. Norton and George give the Duke, Earl,
and William " quingentas libr' sterlingor'."
Levied in " Octave of St. Hilary A° 13."
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of Sir Robert Banister) was aunt of the lady (nee Margaret
Banister) whom the Duke afterwards married as his second
wife.
Within a few months of their marriage a vast change came
over the prospects of the young couple. The boy Duke Esme
died, in Paris, on the 10th of August 1660, arid Charles Earl of
Lichfield, succeeded his young cousin in the Dukedoms of
Richmond* and Lenox, the Earldoms of Darnley and March,
and other honours. When he received this great accession
of rank, his only sister, who was almost twenty years of age,
was simply Miss Katherine Stuart. Therefore, on the 24th of
September 1660, he obtained from the king a grant of
precedence, for his sister, as though she had been an earPs
daughter, and she thus became Lady Katherine Stuart.f
Naturally profuse, convivial to excess, and probably profoundly ignorant of the value of money, his increased
rank seems to have caused him to seek an increase of
income, beyond the rents of his estates. His Cobham property
came to him burdenedJ with two large jointures, for the
Duchess Dowager of Richmond, and her daughter Lady Mary
Stuart. In December 1660, we find him obtaining, conjointly
with the Earl of Dorset, Sir Job Harby and others, a Royal
grant which empowered them to levy a due of 4-s. per chaldron
on coals.§ Likewise, in the same month, the King confirmed
to him, for a term of thirty-eight years from Candlemas 1661,
the enjoyment of the feu duties, arising from the lands of May,
in Argyleshire, worth <£500 a-year, which had been enjoyed by
* .By virtue of a special limitation in the Letters Patent.
t Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. xvi, No 68.
j In 1661 (13 Car. II) a private Act was passed through Parliament,
settling on Duke Charles the enjoyment of all the manors and estates of Ms
cousin Esmd the fifth Duke, and of his uncle James the fourth Duke of Lenox,
except such fee farm rents as the Dowager Duchess had sold, or contracted to
sell, after the death of Duke James, her husband. But the Act provided that,
during her life, the Dowager Duchess should be entitled to such portions of his
estates as had been secured to her by Duke James, for payment of her jointure
of £4000 per annum. It provided likewise that Duke Charles should pay to
Lady Mary Stuart, daughter of Duke James, the sum of £20,000, as a marriage
portion. Subsequently these provisions were varied by agreement. The
Dowager Duchess leased to Duke Charles, Cobham Hall and the park and two
f arms, at a rental of £.800 per annum ; and, in lieu of Lady Mary's portion of
£20,000, Duke Charles handed over the Clifton estates in Huntingdonshire, at
Leighton Bromswold, to her and her husband, Lord Arran.
§ Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. xxiv,, No. 128,
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his uncle James, fourth Duke of Lenox.* This grant was
further ratified on the 23rd of April 1662. About the end of
March 1661, the Duke was nominated Knight of the Garter,
and was installed in the middle of April. Either in 1661 or
1662, he was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Dorsetshire,! his
wife's position as coheir of Rogers of Bryanston having, no
doubt, given him a good footing in that county.f Very soon,
however, that lady herself passed away. She died in childbed,
on the 21st of April 1661,§ and was buried in Westminster
Abbey, where the vault was soon reopened to receive the
remains of her infant daughter, on the 28th of March 1662.||
The Lord Lieutenancy of Dorset was no sinecure. During the
Duke's term of office (six or seven years) he found its duties
increasingly onerous, but he discharged them actively and well.
He seems, however, to have kept a business-like watch over his
own interests; for in October 1662 we find him obtaining, from
the King, a lease of the subsidy and alnage on cloth, for a
term of fifty-one years after the expiration of the lease then
existing.^ In the beginning of the same year, as we have already
mentioned, he had sold his first wife's manor of Otterden. It
is extremely probable that during that year, 1662, he needed
ready money, for the works of embellishment, repair and completion, which he seems to have undertaken at Cobham Hall.
The date, 1662, beneath his ducal arms, appears upon the
central ornament of the parapet, crowning that portion of the
hall which was built by Inigo Jones, for James the fourth
Duke of Lenox. The same date is found upon the summit of
some of the leaden rain-shoots of that building; and within the
* Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. liii., No. 67.
t Ibid., vol. IxiL, No. 107, and Hist. MS. Commission, 3rd Report, 91.
j Hutchins, speaking of Poole Bay, in his History of Dorsetshire, says that
305 acres in Brands Bay were granted to Charles Duke of Richmond for 31
years, at rent of 6s. per annum, provided he embanked them within five years
(vol. i. 18).
§ Chester's Registers of Westminster Alley, p. 154.
|| Ibid., p. 156.'
"JT Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. Ixi. No. 143. Also on
May 16
1663, a warrant issued for granting to him (on the surrender of Sir W"1 Boreman
and two others) the offices of alnager and collector of the subsidies onr new
draperies, as granted by James I to Duke Ludovic. On the 10th Oct 1664,
he received another warrant for this office, together with a moiety of the King's
forfeitures thereon ; but the Duke is thereby bound to pay £1600 per annum,
oat of the profits, to the trustees of his uncle, the Roman Catholic dignitary,
Ludovic Lord D'Aubigny.
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magnificent Marble, or Music, Hall of the house, we see upon
the elaborately ornamented ceiling, the monogram " C.R.L."
four times repeated. Prom the description of a brooch (containing his hair and bearing his cypher " C.R.L.") bequeathed
by Lady Katherine O'Brien in her will, it is evident that this
monogram was used by Charles Duke of Richmond and Lenox.
That he had a taste for building, we infer from Hasted's* statement that at Otterden, he enlarged a house, called Hall Place,
for his steward there ; and likewise from the terms of the
grant by which he obtained a house at Whitehall, with permission to build a pavilion and other additions to it. He probably
completed, at Cobham Hall, works which the Civil War, or
perhaps the death of Duke James in 1655, had interrupted. It
was during the year 1662 that our Duke incurred the King's
rebuke, for madcap and drunken conduct, upon a mission to
Scotland, whence he brought, sealed up, the Act of Indemnity
passed by the Scotch Parliament, when episcopacy was re-established there. This Act contained a clause incapacitating
certain Covenanters from ever again serving the King in public
business. The King, being apprised of this, refused to open
the packet, and the clause became a dead letter.
Incidents of Duke Charles's life, during 1663, afford us a
glimpse at the original state of " the turf," and horse-racing, at
Newmarket. This glimpse may perhaps enable us to understand how the sport, in its outset, obtained so strong a hold
upon English gentlemen; a hold which the complete revolution
since wrought in racing customs has so greatly slackened, and
seems likely to destroy. In March 1663, the Duke of Richmond and Lenox was at Newmarket, with the Duke of
Monmouth, and a large party from the Court. Their sport
was more like steeple-chasing than modern horse-racing. Their
contests tried the owners, as well as the horses. On the 10th
or llth of March, the first race was run by the Duke of Richmond, and the Earl of Suffolk; the Duke won the stake of £100,
but he met with a serious fall during the race.f At this time he
became a Gentleman of the Bedchamber, in the household of
Charles II, and on the 28th of March received a warrant for
* Vol. v. 643.
f Domestio State Papers, Charles II, vol. Ixix. 66.
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payment of JIOOO per annum, in respect of that office.
Mr. Pepys, in his gossipping Diary, says that, on the 30th of
July 1663, all the town was talking and betting respecting two
men who were to run a footrace on Banstead Downs. One of
them was a famous runner, a tiler by trade; the other was a
footman, named Lee, in the service of the Duke of Richmond.
The King, the Duke of York, and most men backed the tiler,
but he was beaten by the Duke's footman, who won the race.*
At this period the royal parks seem to have been replenished
with deer from various quarters. At Christmas 1663, fallow
deer were presented from Cobham, by the Duke of Richmond ;f
and in Sept. 1664, he sent deer to the royal forests of Windsor
and Essex.
On October 12th 1663, a. Dorsetshire squire (E. Phelipps, jun r
ot Montacute) informs us, incidentally, that the Duke, as Lord
Lieutenant, was busy with his militia for the county.f On the
following 17th of February the Duke himself made an official
report respecting nine prisoners in Dorchester goal, in which he
states that blood had been drawn iu the dispute, and that no
less than sixty conventiclers were then in prison. This was one
of the many incidents in the prosecution of Nonconformists.
The Conventicle Act was passed in 1664. The Lord Lieutenant's duties were arduous, and of an anxious nature, during
the next three years.
The Duke had now been married, to his second wife, long
enough to admit of a quarrel between him and his Duchess,
respecting which the wife appealed to the king. She obtained
from his Majesty an order that their differences should be
referred to the arbitration of certain noblemen, appointed by
his authority, to investigate the matters in dispute. During
March 1664, petitions and replies were presented, to the king,
by the wife and by her husband. From them it appears, that
this Duchess was Margaret, daughter of Laurence Banister, and
widow of William Lewis of the Van in Glamorganshire, and of
Bletchington in Oxfordshire. She inherited certain lands from
her father, and she possessed extensive jointure lands settled on
* Pepys' Dianj, i. 244.
t Domestic State Papers, Charles II, 86, 55.
j Ibid., vol. Ixxxi., No. 71.
YOL. XI.

S
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her by her former husband, so that in marrying the Duke she
brought to him lands worth £38,000. He, on his part, settled
upon her £3000 a year, secured on half the alnage on draperies.
This settlement he was seeking to upset, because he desired
to obtain a fresh grant of the alnage, and for that purpose
required a surrender of her interest in the old grant.* She
nominated the Earl of Manchester and Lord Ashley to act as
her arbitrators or referees, and she wrote to Secretary Bennet
particularly requesting that the Duke of Albemarle may not, by
mistake, be nominated on her behalf. She did not long survive
the quarrel, but was buried in Westminster Abbey on the 6th
of January 1667.f
In 1664, Charles II granted to the Duke, for his life, a
newly built house at Whitehall, on the east side of the King's
bowling green. The warrant, dated Feb. 5th (the docquet
bears date April 15), gave the Duke power to build additional
rooms, and a pavilion. He seems to have had a taste for
building. It was in this house that Mr. Pepys visited the
Duke, on the 9th of September 1668, when the gossip, to whom
we are indebted for so much information, respecting the social
life of that period, was presented with a warrant for a doe from
Cobham " when the season comes, buck season being past."
Pepys says that the house was originally erected by Captain
Holt, but no doubt the " fine rooms" he admired were those
which the Duke had added. " He seems a mighty good-natured
man," writes Pepys.
In April 1664, the Duke went over to Trance. The pass
permitting him to cross the Channel, with his servants and
horses, is dated April the llth.J His presence, however, was
quickly needed in the county of which he was Lord Lieutenant.
We hear of him in October, as having reviewed all the militia
at Blandford, and at the end of that month as being at Dorchester, where he was "recreating himself with hunting."§ At
this time he was awaiting the completion of the fitting out of a
fleet of sixty vessels, of which the Duke of York was to have
* Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. xcv., No. 36.
f Chester's Registers of WesttnAnster Abbey, p. 164.
I Domestic State Papers, vol. xcvi., No. 78.
§ Ibid., vol. ciii., No. 134, letter from B. Phelipps of Montacute, dated
October 26.
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the chief command, and under him the Dukes of Buckingham,
Richmond, Monmouth and Norfolk were to serve. Von Goch,
the Dutch ambassador, wrote to the Secretary of the States
General, on the 17th of November 1664, saying that this fleet
was almost ready to sail. In his zeal for the due defence of
the Dorset coast, the Duke, in December, visited Portland
Castle, and caused an inventory to be made of all the arms
therein; he likewise took possession of Sandsfoot Castle.
Both these acts were bitterly resented by Humphry Weld, of
Lulworth Castle, who was Lieutenant Governor of Portland
Isle, and Captain of both the Castles there. He petitioned the
King for protection against such invasion of his official rights.*
The Duke's activity was occasioned by the prospect of war with
the Dutch, which was formally declared on the 22nd of February
1665.
This activity, however, did not prevent the Duke from
wasting his energies, his time, and his reputation, in a quarrel
with William Lord O'Brien (son of the Earl of Inchiquin), and
the celebrated William Russell (son of the Earl of Bedford),
who subsequently died a patriot's death, by decapitation in
Lincoln's Inn Fields. The consequence of their fracas was,
that they were all committed to the Tower, until they acknowledged their error in thus incurring his Majesty's displeasure,
and petitioned for release. The Duke passed three weeks in
the Tower, from March 30th to April 21st 1665. f In the
following month, the Plague broke out in London,
The Duke seems to have fitted out, at his own cost and
risk, small fighting vessels which played the part of privateers,
seizing Dutch ships and selling them and their cargoes as prizes
of war. The direction of their armaments, and disposal of
their prizes, occupied much of his time during this year, and
kept him often at or on the sea; at Dover, and other parts of
the coast. The Dutch fleet was defeated by the English on the
3rd of June, off Lowestoft; and at the end of the following
month, the Duke having obtained a pass, enabling him to cross
the Channel, writes on the 26th of July to know whether it is
" custom free." He says he shall be at Dover that night, and
* Domestic State Payers, vol. cvi., No. 76.
f Ibid., Charles II, vol. cxviii., No. 104.
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only awaits to hear whether the pass is, or is not, custom free.*
During August, his privateers brought in several valuable
prizes, one being worth £4000. The Duke was at Dover
Castle in the middle of the month (August 18) very carefully
looking after the prizes thus brought in.f The Lieutenant
Governor of the Castle, Captain Strode, was one of his main
helpers, and probably his partner, in these privateering speculations. In the November of this year, 1665, the Duke fitted
out a vessel belonging to Captain Strode, and sent it against
the Dutch. As commander, he obtained the services of the
Governor of Upnor Castle, one Thomas Writtle, for whom he
procured licence of absence, from his post at Upnor, dated
November 19th. J This Thomas Writtle was a protege of the
Lenox family, who had rendered essential services to James
Duke of Eichmoud and Lenox, during the Commonwealth.
Writtle then farmed some land near the Kentish coast, at
Cheriton, and was in the habit of arranging for that Duke's
secret passage across the Channel, when he visited Charles II in
exile. Hasted mentions that a small thick wood, or coppice, in
which he concealed Duke James by day, still retained the
name of " Richmond's shave."§ After the Restoration, Writtle's
fidelity was rewarded by his appointment to be Captain of
Upnor Castle. || Privateering speculations were continued, by
the Duke, in the year 1666. On the 9th of April he obtained
from the Ordnance Commissioners a warrant for four brass
guns, three pounders, to be delivered out of the Tower, for the
armament of a small yacht which he had lately built.^f In
September 1666, one of his privateers obtained a rich prize,
of 160 tons burden, laden with currants and oil from Zante.**
Another prize was laden with tobacco.ft But the speculation
was not always profitable. At the end of November 1666, his
* Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. cxxvii., No. 101 (letter to Joseph
Williamson, Under-Secretary of State).
f Hid., cxxix., No. 57.
+ Ibid., cxxxvii., No. 44.
§ As Charles did not become Duke of Eichmond until after the Eestoration,
this name must have been derived from Duke James, who died in 1666. Duke
Charles, however, young as he was, became, when Earl of Lichfield, mixed up
with some plot for the Eestoration of King Charles II in 1669.
|| Hasted, vol. viii., pp. 189, 190.
i" Domestic State Papers. Charles II, oliii., No. 61.
** Ibid., clxxii., No. 145.
ft MA., clxxxvi., No. 60,
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privateer the "Victory/' of 10 guns, commanded by Captain
Lucy, was wrecked on Portland Beach, when the captain and
nine of the crew were drowned.* On the 20th of April 1667,
one of his privateers, called the " Little Victory," brought into
Weymouth two ships laden with wines and salt, but our
informant doubts whether they would be lawful prizes.f A
few days later, May 2, 1667, a prize brought into Dover by
another of his privateers, was ordered by the Duke to be sent to
London. It was the " King of Denmark," laden with cordage. J
During the year 1666, the Duke seems to have been fully
occupied by military duties. On the 2nd of July he received a
commission as Captain of a troop of horse ;§ the King having
resolved to raise three regiments of horse to prevent the Dutch
from landing on the coast. On the llth, he wrote from
Maidenhead en route for Dorchester, and on the 28th he
writes, from that town, saying that he is weary with five days'
marching, but hopes for happy news of good success at sea.||
The Duke of Albemarle and Prince Rupert had scarcely been
able to hold their own against the Dutch in June. On the
10th or llth of August, he visited Lyme Regis, where he was
received by the militia; the great guns fired a salute in his
honour; and he was handsomely entertained by the Mayor of
Lyme, who ordered that none of his retinue should pay a penny
for anything they had in the town.^f The coast around Lyme
was then much troubled by French shallops, which chased the
local craft.
In the following month he was in Kent. On the 2nd of
September, the day on which the Fire of London began, he
arrived at Dover with the Governor of the Castle, his friend
Captain Strode, who sent an express to the western ports.**
Going to Cobham Hall, on the llth, he directs that his letters
shall be left at Rochester.ft In November he was in London,
and wrote from Covent Garden to Lord Arlington on the 21st
of that month, f J Covent Garden was then the fashionable
quarter of the town.
* Domestic, State Papers, Charles II, vol. clxxx., No. 3.
t Ibid., vol. cxovii., No. 147.
.
t Ibid., vol. cxcix., No. 26.
§ ibid., Tol. clxi., No. 26.
|| Tbid., vol. cbcv., No. 39.
1 Ibid., clxvii., No. 62.
** Ibid., vol. clxx., No. 30.
ft Ibid., vol. clxxi., No. 45.
JJ Ibid., vol. olxxviii., No. 174.
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The year 1667 was very eventful. On the 6th of January
his second wife Margaret was buried in Westminster Abbey.
On the 18th of March, says Pepys, he delivered to the King
an account of his estates and of his debts, with a view to
marrying, as his third wife, the beautiful Prances Teresa Stuart,
a Maid of Honour to the Queen. They were betrothed on
March the 20th. This match was much desired and forwarded
by Lord Clarendon and the Duke of York, who wished to see
the lady married out of the King's way; but it was greatly
disliked by Charles II, who is said to have contemplated divorcing his Queen, in order that he might himself marry " La Belle
Stuart." Pepys, writing his diary on the 3rd of April 1667, tells
how the Duke and his bride stole away, without the King's
knowledge. " By a wile the Duke did fetch her to the Beare,
at the Bridge foot, where a coach was ready, and they are stole
away into Kent without the King's leave . . . . the king hath said
he will never see her more, but people do think that it is only a
trick." The conduct of the lady, throughout, seems to have
deserved the highest praise. Pepys says, " above all it is a worthy
part that this good lady hath acted," and on the 26th of April
he had written " she hath done as great an act of honour as ever
was done by'woman. She is gone yesterday with her lord to
Cobham " . . . " she hopes, though she hath little reason to hope,
she can please her lord so as to reclaim him, that they may yet
live comfortably in the country on his estate." The King had
cited the Duke's pecuniary embarrassments as an obstacle to the
marriage. Although she induced him to reside more frequently
at Cobham Hall, it is to be feared that she found her husband's
convivial and extravagant habits to be beyond her power of reclamation. At Christmas, in the same year, Pepys notes that she
was at Somerset House. On the 26th of December, he says,
" Mrs. Stewart do at this day keep a great court at Somerset
House, with her husband, the Duke of Richmond, she being visited
for her beauty's sake by people, as the Queene is at nights; and
they say also that she is likely to go to Court again." In the
following summer he writes, on July 6th 1668, "the duchess of
Richmond was last week sworn of the Queen's Bedchamber,"
and on the 30th of August he says, " her face is worse than it
was, by the small pox; her sister is also very handsome."
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Active duty, as Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, called the Duke
away from Cobham soon after his marriage. He seems to have
been at Cobham Hall, with his bride, in April and May 1667,
but in June he received notice, that the enemy's (Dutch) fleet
was on the Dorset coast, and he was directed to send two
companies of militia to Portland and to Weymouth, there to
remain until further orders. On the 6th of July, from forty
to sixty ships appeared in West Bay, Weymouth; the Duke
saw them from the top of Ridgway, and hurrying over, from
Dorchester, with his troop of horse, he passed straightway
to Portland. The county militia came together with wonderful rapidity, and Weymouth was fortified, when the Duke
discovered that all the ships were English, so that it was a
false alarm.* All this we learn from independent testimony,
which gives the Duke much credit for activity and readiness. Whatever his personal failings may have been, it is
certain that in Dorsetshire the Lord Lieutenant was very
popular. On the 13th of July, we hear of his having gone to
Lyme, where he was again received very handsomely by the
Mayor, with whom he dined. He spent the evening with the
Captains, and then went on to Lord Poulett's.f
In 1667, on the death of his cousin Mary Countess of Arran,
only daughter of James Duke of Richmond, the Barony of
Clifton descended to Duke Charles. During the last five years
of his life we obtain no particulars of his career. Perhaps he
passed them abroad, employed upon foreign missions. When
ambassador to Denmark he died at Elsinore on the 12th of
December 1672, aged thirty-three. His remains were brought
home, and interred in Westminster Abbey on the 20th of September 1673. His wife, the Duchess Prances Teresa, survived
him, and remained a widow, for nearly thirty years. Not wishing to reside at Cobham Hall, she sold her life interest therein
to Henry Lord O'Brien (as trustee for Donatus, his son by Lady
Katherine Stuart) for ^3800. Dying on the 15th October
1702, the Duchess was buried in Westminster Abbey, where she
desired her effigy in wax to be set up, dressed in her coronation
robes and coronet, in a press by itself, with clear glass before it,
* Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. ccviii., No. 110,
t Ibid,., vol. ccix., No. 79.
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but placed near Ludovic second Duke of Lenox and his third
Duchess Prances. Her effigy still exists, but neither in situ,
nor exposed to public gaze. As the Duke left no son, his ducal
honours became extinct, but his grandmother's Barony of Clifton
was successfully claimed by his sister, Lady Katherine, who had
married Henry O'Brien, Lord Ibrackau, generally called Lord
O'Brieu, eldest son of the Earl of Thomond. She was heiress
to the Duke's property, but so heavy were his debts that, to
defray them, it was found necessary to sell some estates. His
Irish lands were purchased by Henry Lord O'Brien for £5,500.
The Cobham estates were sold for £45,000 to Sir Joseph Williamson. They thus passed away from the Stuart family. As,
however, Sir Joseph Williamson had become the second husband
of Lady Katherine Stuart, he left to her, by his will, two-thirds
of the Cobham estates. To pay off the bequest of the other
third part to the family of Hornsby, these estates were put up
for sale a second time, when they realized £50,000, being purchased by John Bligh, the first Earl of Darnley, who had married
Lady Theodosia Hyde, Baroness Clifton, the granddaughter and
heiress of Lady Katherine O'Brien. Thus the Cobham estates
were preserved to the heirs of the Stuarts, Dukes of Lenox,
whose lineal descendants still possess them. During 1715-19
the Sutton Marsh estate, in Lincolnshire, which had belonged
to the Dukes of Eichmond and Lenox, was sold for £31,800;
it is therefore evident that, although greatly in debt, Duke Charles
was not insolvent when he died in 1672. His coffin-plate describes him as Duke of Richmond and Lenox, Earl of March,
Litchfield and Darnley, Baron of Leighton Bromswold, Newbury,
Torbolton, Methven, and Cruxton; Great Chamberlain and
Hereditary Lord High Admiral of Scotland; Lord of the town
and peerage of Aubigny in Prance; Hereditary Grandee of
Spain; Lieutenant of the General Staff of the Militia in Kent
and in the town of Canterbury ; Privy Councillor in Scotland;
Lord of the Bedchamber; Knight of the Garter ; Ambassador
to Christian V. of Denmark (Stanley's Westminster Abbey,
p. 623, third edition.) The rank of a Grandee of Spain had
been granted to James Stuart, fourth Duke of Lenox, when he
was a young man travelling in that country.
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WILL OF CHAELES ' STUAET, LAST DUKE
OF RICHMOND AND LENOX.
(Principal Registry of Court of Probate— " Pye," fo. 14.J
TRANSCRIBED BY JAMES GREENSTREET.
IN THE NAME OF G-OD AMEN. The Twelth day of January in the
yeare of our Lord Christ 1671 I Charles Duke of Richmond and
Lenos Knight of the most Noble order of the Grarter being in perfect health and of a sound memory and vnderstanding doe make and
ordaine this my last Will and Testament in manner following ffirst
I committ my soule into the hands of G-od that gave it and my
body to the earth to be decently buried with and in the Tombe of
my Ancestors at Westminster And touching my temporall estate
I dispose thereof as followeth declareing that it is my earnest desire
and intent that all my just debts which I shall owe att the tyme of
my decease shall in the first place bee paid and satisfied with all
convenient speede after my decease and to that end perticularly I doe
give and devise to my Executors hereinafter named and to their heires
all those my Manners or Lopp's of Magavelin and Lismolmoghery and
all other my Manners Lands Tenements and hereditaments in the
County of Donegall or elsewhere in the Kingdome of Ireland
with the rights members and appurtenances thereof And all my
Messuages and Tenements in Duke's Yard in the Parish of 8'
Martin's in the ffeilds in the County of Middlesex with their
appurtenances And all those my Marsh grounds called Button
Marsh and other my Lands in the County of Lincolne with their
appurtenances And all those my Manners of Cobham Merstou
Randall greene and G-ravesend And all those my Manners of
Eastchalke Westchalke and Westcliffe alias Westcleive alias Westcleive Court with their and every of their appurtenances in the
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County o£ Kent And all other my Manners Lauds Tenements and
hereditaments in the said County of Kent And all that Annuall or
ffee farme rent of 144Z. 9s. Gel. issueing out and forth of the scite
and demesne Lands sometyme belonging to the late Monastery of
"Watton in the County of Torke And all that Annuall or ffee
farme rent of 70Z. 3s. 4<d. per annum issueing out and forth of the
late dissolved Priory of "Watton in the said County of Torke And
all that Annuall or ffee farme rent of 184Z. 10s. OOd. issueing out
and forth of the manner or Lopp' of Kirkeby Moreside with the
appurtenances in the said County of Yorke And all that Annuall
or ffee farme rent of 113Z. 19s. lid. issueing out and forth of the
Mannor of Nunnington with the appurtenances in the said County
of Torke And all that Annuall or ffee ffarme rent of 881. 10s. Q&d,
issueing out and forth of the Mannor of Ravenswath alias Ravensworth with the appurtenances in the said County of Torke And
all that Annuall or ffee farme rent of 84sL OOs. OOd. issueing out and
forth of the Mannor of Brayles with the appurtenances in the
County of Warwicke And all that Annuall or ffee farme rent of
Seaventy ffower pounds issueing out and forth of the Mannor of
"Witham with the appurtenances in the County of Essex And also
all my terme and interest right tytle and estate in law or Equity in
or to the severall farmes of the subsidy and Aulnage and moyetye
and forfeitures of the old and new draperies granted to mee by
severall Letters Pattents for severall termes of yeare yett continewing and since assigned by me to severall persons vpon certaine
trusts and agreements declared And all other ray Manners Lopp's
Lands Tenements ffee farme and other rents and hereditaments and
Leases whatsoever in possession revercion remainder or expectancy
within the Kingdomes of England Scotland and Ireland either
or any of them and the revertion and revercions remainder and
remainders of all and singuler the premises and all my right tytle
interest estate trust clayme and demaund of in and to the same in
Law or Equity whicher (stc) it bee Equity of redemption of any
part of the said Lands Mortgaged or any trust or trusts concerning
the same or any part thereof Vpon the severall trusts herein after
declared and expressed (that is to say) Vpon trust and confidence
Neverthelesse that in case I shall have issue Male liveing at the
time of my decease Or that the Dutchesse of Richmond and Lenos
my wife shall be then inseint with any issue Male That then my
said Executors their heirs and assignes shall hold all my said
Manners Lands and Premises aswell Leasehold as ffreehold before

CHARLES, DTTKE OF RICHMOND AND LENOX.

267

devised to them as aforesaid for and dureing the terme of twenty
yeares from the tyme o£ my decease and shall imploy and dispose
ffower hundred pounds yearely out of the rents and proffitts thereof
vntill such issue Male shall attainethe age of ffowerteene yeares and
afterwards Six hundred pounds yearely vntill such issue Male shall
attaine the age of Eighteene yeares and from thence One Thousand
pounds yearely till the end of the said terme for the support and
maintainance of such issue Male And shall imploy and dispose all
the rest and residue of the rents issues and proffitts of all the said
premises dureing the said terme of twenty yeares in case I shall
leave issue Male liveing and one daughter for the raiseing of the
summe of Six Thousand pounds for a porcion for such daughter as
I shall soe leave or wherewith my wife shall be enseint at the tyme
of my decease And in case I shall leave issue Male and two or
more daughters then for raiseing of the summe of Twelve Thousand
pounds for a provision and porcions for such daughters And afterwards for and towards satisfaccion of all such debts in the first
place as I shall owe and for which any person for my proper debt
shall stand engaged att the tyme of my decease by specialty or for
which any of the said lands and premisses shalbe mortgaged and
after the said debts by specialty discharged then in the next place
for and towards satisfaction of booke debts and such other debts as
I shall owe vpon any contract without specialty or otherwise howsoever And in the next place such legacyes and bequeasts to my
freinds and servants as are hereby devised to them And then alsoe
such other legacyes as by any writeing or Codicill to be annexed to
this my Will (which Codicell shalbe written or subscribed and
sealed by me) 1 shall devise or direct to be paid And in case I
shall happen to dye without issue Male or that my said Wife shall
not bee enseint with any issue Male att the tyme of my decease Or
if such issue Male shall happen to dye within the aforesaid terme of
twenty yeares then my will and meaneing is and I doe hereby will
and appoint that my Executors herein after named the survivors or
survivor of them or the heires of such survivor for the better payment of my debts and legacyes aforesaid and perforemance of this
my "Will shall with all convenient speed after my decease or after
the decease of such issue Male without issue Male make sale of the
lands tenements rents and hereditaments herein after mencioned
that is to say all that the said Manner or Lopp' of Magavelin and
premisses in the Kingdome of Ireland And all my Manners
Lands and hereditaments in Scotland And alsoe the said houses
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tenements and premisses in Duke's Yard or elsewhere in the
County of Middlesex And alsoe all those my several! ffee farme
rents before mencioned and the money ariseing by sale thereof and
alsoe by the proffitts of my other Lands tenements hereditaments
and premisses to remaine vnsold together with the rents and
proffitts of the ffarme of the Subsedy and Aulnage to bee imployed
and disposed in the first place for the paying and secureing to my
wife the summe of Two Thousand pounds per annum dureing her
life for her Joynture according to my ag[r]eement in that behalfe
and in the next place for raiseing the summe of Tenn 'Thousand
pounds for a provision and porcion for any daughter that I shall
leave or wherewith my wife shalbe enseint at the tyme of my
decease And in case I shall leave two or more daughters liveing
or that my wife shall be enseint therewith att the tyme of my death
then for the raiseing of ffifteene Thousand pounds for the porcions
of such daughters to be equally devided betwixt or amongst them
And after the said summe of Ten Thousand pounds or ffifteene
Thousand pounds shalbe raised that then my said Executors their
heires and assignes shall imploy and dispose the residue of the
money raised by the sale of the same Lands and premisses appointed
to be sold as aforesaid togeather with the rents and profitts of all
my said Lands tenements and premisses remaineing vnsold for and
towards payment and discharge of all my debts and legacyes aforesaid in such manner and priority one before another as aforesaid
vntill such tyme as all my said debts and legacyes shalbe fully
and honestly paid and discharged thereby And I do by this my
Will give and devise vnto Charles Bickerstaffe Esqr Martin fforster
Nathan Tilson and Roger Payne Gent, the summe of One hundred
pounds respectively to each of them and to all my other servants
which shalbe actually liveing with me at the time of my decease
one yeares wages respectively Alsoe I will and devise that my
Executors herein after named shall yearely from the tyrae of my
decease pay or cause to bee paid to the proper hands of
PBOVIDED alwaies and my intent is and 1 doe will and direct that
all debts due and oweing to me or to any person in trust for mee
or whereto I haue any right in Law or equity and all other my
personall Estate of what nature or kind soever (Except such
particulars thereof as are by this my Will or by any Codicell to bee
written or subscribed and sealed as aforesaid shalbe otherwise by
me disposed of) shall in the first place be imployed towards the
performance of this my Will and the sale of the said Lands before
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before devised to my said Executors shalbe onely supplemental!
towards the satisfaction of my debts and legacyes in case my
personall estate and the moneys ariseing thereby (Except before
excepted) shall not bee sufficient to satisfie the same. And further
my will is that after payment and satisfaccion of all my debts and
legacyes according to my true meaneing herein before declared Or
after the determination of the said terme of twenty yeares in case
I have any issue Male then liveing Then I will and appoint that
my Executors herein after named their heires and Executors
respectively shall convey the severall Lopp's Manners Lands tenements rents and hereditaments aswell Leasehold as freehold
remaineing vnsold vnto my issue Male for ever if any I shall haue
or that my wife shall be enseint with any issue' Male at the tyme of
my decease And in default of issue Male then to such daughter or
daughters for ever as I shall have or wherewith my wife shall be
enseint att the tyme of my decease And for default of such issue
Male or ffemale then to such persons and for such Estates as
herein after by this my Will or by any Codicill to bee annexed
herevnto to be signed as aforesaid is or shalbe directed That is to
say first I doe give and devise all that my Mansion house of
Cobham with the outhouses orchards gardens and appurtenances
and all that my Parke at Cobham with the appurtenances as the
same is or shall be impaled or inclosed at the tyme of my decease
to my deare wife dureing her naturall life if she so long continew
vnmarried And after her decease or marriage which shall first
happen then I give the said house and Parke to my sister the Lady
Katherine O'Bryan dureing her naturall life and after the decease
of the said Lady Katherine I doe give and devise the same to
Donatus O'Bryan her sonne and his heires and assignes for ever
Alsoe I doe give and devise all those my said Manners of Cobham
Merston Randall Greene and Q-ravesend and also the said Manners
of Eastchalke Westchalke and Westcliffe with their and every of
their appurtenances to my said sister the Lady Katherine O'Bryan
dureing the terme of her naturall life and after her decease I give
and devise the same to the said Donatus O'Bryan sonne of my said
sister the Lady Katherine O'Bryan and his heires for ever And all
the rest and residue of the said Manners Lands tenements and
hereditaments and other Estate reall and persouall remayning
vnsold and vndisposed of for payment of my debts and legacyes
aforesaid and other the purposes aforesaid according to the direc-
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tion and true meaneing o£ this my "Will I give and devise vnto the
said Donatus O'Bryan and to his heires and assignes for ever
Provided alwaies that in case I shall dye without issue and my wife
not enseint with any issue begotten by me or that such issue shall
happen to dye before the attainement of the age o£ twenty yeares
or marriage That then I will and devise vnto my sister the Lady
Elizabeth Delavall the summe of Two Thousand pounds to bee paid
and disposed as she by any writeing vnder hand without the consent
of her husband shall direct and appoint and wherewith her said
husband shall not intermedle Also I giue and devise vnto Charles
Bickerstaffie and Martin fforster One hundred pounds apeice
yearely and to Eoger Payne and Nathan Tilson ffifty pounds apeice
yearely and to ffrancis "Whitacre Thirty pounds yearely to be paid
to them respectively from the tyme of my decease for and dureing
their respective naturall lives PROVIDED alsoe that in case my
said debts shall not be paid by vertue of the said Lease or interest
of and for the said terme of twenty yeares or within that tyme
according to my true intent and meaning as aforesaid but that
[when*] the said Lands and premisses shall then come to bee
conveyed to my issue Male as aforesaid my debts remaine vndischarged in part or in the whole Then I will my said Lands and
premisses in Ireland shalbe sold by my said Trustees the survivors
or survivor of them or the heires of such survivor for discharge of
such of the said debts as shall then remaine vnpaid and if need be
such other of my said Lands as my issue Male at the age of one
and twenty yeares shall thinke fltt to assigne for that purpose
Alsoe my will is that in case I dye without issue that then my
goods at "Whitehall which shall remaine and be there at the tyme
of my decease and my Jewells shalbe holden and enjoyed for ever
by my wife And that the goods which at the tyme of my decease
shalbe in my house at Cobham (not otherwise disposed of expressely
by this my "Will or by any Codicill to be annexed herevnto) shall
goe along with my said house at Cobham and be enjoyed therewith
by my issue in case any I haue to whome the said house is to
belong Or in case I dye without issue by such other or others
(excepting my said trustees) to whome I have devised the same as
aforesaid And I hereby nominate constitute and appoint Arthur
Earle of Essex Charles Bigerstafe Esqr and Martin ffoster Esqr to
be Executors of this my last "Will and Testament revoakeing all
* Suggested,
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former "Wills In witnes whereof I have to every sheete of this my
Will conteyning in all seaven sheets subscribed my name and to
this last sheete aswell subscribed my name as sett my seale the day
and yeare first aboue written
RICHMOND & LENOS.
Signed sealed published and declared by the said most Noble
Charles Duke of Richmond and Lenos to be his last "Will and Testament the day and yeare first aboue mencioned in the presence of
Tho: Napier Rich. Manley A. Clinkard B. Stewart Tho: Henshaw
Edw: Clarke.
PEOBATE granted 14 Feb. 1672 to Charles Bickerstaffe knt.
and Martin fforster esq., two of the above Executors; and to the
other one, Arthur Earl of Essex, on 11 Apr. 1673.
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SIB, JOSEPH WILLIAMSON.
SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON, knight, of Cobham Hall, founder of
the Free School at Rochester, was born at Bridekirk, near
Cockermouth. He was baptized there on the 4th of August,
1633, by his father, the vicar.* His great abilities attracted
the attention of Mr. Eichard Tolson, M.P. for Cockermouth,
who is said to have taken him, as clerk or secretary, to London,
when the lad was about fifteen years of age. There is good
ground for believing that Mr. Tolson recommended him to
Dr. Busby, head master of Westminster School, where the lad
made such progress that he was introduced by Dr. Busby to the
notice of Dr. Langbain, Provost of Queen's College, Oxford,
who had come up to the Westminster election.f The Provost
not only admitted him to Queen's College, in September, 1650,
when he was just seventeen years of age, but is said to have
provided for his support during his University course. This
kindness, shewn to him by Dr. Langbain, accounts for the legacies, of £300 apiece, which Sir Joseph left by his will to each
and every child of his benefactor.
Against Williamson's name, in the Queen's College register,
appears the letter " b," which signifies that he was admitted as
a " batteller;" that term was nearly equivalent to the word
* His father the Eev. Joseph Williamson, vicar of Bridekirk from 1625 to
1634, died while Sir Joseph was a young child. He left at least one other son,
named George, who was Coroner for Cumberland until 1062, when he was
appointed Comptroller of Customs in that county. Sir Joseph's mother married,
as her second husband, the Eev. John Ardrey, by whom she had at least one son
and two daughters. In 1660 the son was at Kendal School; in January, 1667,
one daughter, Elinor, who had married a Mr. Kilner, named her infant son
Joseph after her stepbrother. Another daughter of Mrs. Ardrey married a Mr.
Hawker. Sir Joseph had three cousins, named Francis Williamson, Edward
Williamson (a schoolmaster in holy orders), and Joseph Williamson. Another
cousin of his was named Ann Pocock.
f Chalmers' Biographical Dictionary, ed. 1817, vol. xxxii., p, 136. The
records of Westminster School do not enable us to verify these statements, as
they contain only the names of boys on the foundation. Dr. Scott, the present
Dean of Rochester, believes that Joseph Williamson was at St. Bees Grammar
School, in his earlier boyhood,

SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON.

275

" scholar " in the modern nomenclature of the University. For
this and much other information respecting Queen's College, I
am indebted to the courtesy and research of the Rev. R. L.
Clarke, Fellow and Librarian of that College.
There still exists, among the archives of the Marquis of
Ormonde, a letter written by " Joseph Williamson," from
Antwerp, on the 4th of August, 1651, and addressed to the
Marquis, afterwards Duke, of Ormonde.* Evelyn mentions, in
his Diary,f that Sir Joseph Williamson had in early life travelled, as tutor, with a young nobleman, and it may be possible
that he began, while yet an undergraduate, to read with Lord
Ossory, who was one year younger than himself, or with other
sons of the Marquis of Ormonde, to, whom Dr. Langbain would
have recommended him. His own tutors at College were Dr.
Thomas Smith,J Mr. T. Lamplugh, and, some say, Locke the
philosopher. On the 2nd of February, 1654 (N. S.), he was
admitted Bachelor of Arts. He seems then to have again travelled abroad, but with whom I cannot ascertain.- There is
among the books which he bequeathed to Queen's College,
one which bears upon its fly leaf a memento of his travels, in
these words:—" Du don du Reverend Pere Gaillard de St.
Nicholas les Angers, 1657 Aoust ce 25." So excellent were his
attainments and scholarship that in November, 1657, he was
elected a Fellow of Queen's College; he graduated Master of
Arts on the llth of the same month. Twenty years afterwards
he became the senior Fellow of his College, between July, 1677,
and July, 1678, and did not finally vacate his Fellowship until
1679, about three or four months after his marriage to Lady
Katherine O'Brien.
Soon after the Restoration he obtained a position in the
office of Sir Edward Nicholas, Secretary of State. In July,
1660, the Kirig ( sent to the Master and Fellows of Queen's
College a special request, that they would grant to Joseph Williamson a dispensation for absence from College, so long as his
? Historical Manuscripts Commission, Fourth Report, p. 546.
t July 22nd, 1674.
j With Dr. Thomas Smith and Dr. Lamplugh, Williamson kept up correspondence after his entry upon political life. He assisted in obtaining for Dr. Smith
a prebendal stall at Durham, and ultimately the bishopric of Carlisle. Dr.
Smith's son was Sir Joseph's secretary and godson, who became in 1730 Provost
of Queen's College,

T 2
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services were required- by the King, who guaranteed that no
precedent should be made of their obedience to this command.*
At the end of that month Williamson accordingly left Oxford,
and various letters, among the State Papers, shew that his
departure was felt to be a great loss to the College. He had
been an active and popular College tutor, although when he left
he was but twenty-seven years of age. Amongst others, Sir
Francis Burdett and Sir John Harpur wrote to him, expressing
regret that he could no longer direct their sons' studies, and
requesting him to select a new tutor for them.f His musical
tastes and accomplishments are alluded to, by Henry Denton,
the Fellow who hired his College rooms immediately after his
departure, in a letter dated October 15, 1660, wherein he
enclosed £1 for three months' rent of them. He says, " Your
couple of viols still hang in their places as a monument that a
genuine son of Jubal has been here/JJ With another Fellow,
named Timothy Halton, who seems to have been a tutor and
Bursar of Queen's College, Williamson kept up a constant and
frequent correspondence. From Halton's letters, recommending
certain medicines and remedies, we learn that Williamson's
health was precarious, even in youth and early manhood.
Throughout his life we find him constantly ailing, and in the
doctor's hands ; sometimes dieted on asses' milk, and ordered to
refrain entirely from business; at others, placed under strict
regimen, and interdicted from the use of wine, and various kinds
of food. In his later years he suffered much from gout.
At first his position in the office of Secretary Nicholas
was not a lucrative one. Dr. Thomas Smith,§ his old tutor,
writes from Cockermouth encouraging him in his employment,
by the consideration that though then of little value, it
would ultimately become very advantageous. His brother
George soon suggested to him methods by which to turn his
position to good account. On December 3rd, 1660, he urges
Joseph to offer j§1500 for the farmership of excise in Cumberland and Westmoreland, as he would net £1000 a year by it. ||
He adds, "Give £2000 rather than lose the appointment; and
* Domestic State Papers, Charles II, vol. viii., No. 140.
t Ibid., viii.. No. 101,102,
§ 21 Aug., 1660. IUA., xi., No. 1.
j Hid., xviii., No, 85.
[| IUd,, xxiii., No, 8,
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get it on a long lease." In the month of December, 1661,
Thomas Raymond was induced to surrender, in Williamson's
favour, the office of Keeper of the King's Library at Whitehall,
and of the State Papers. To this post Williamson was appointed
on the 30th of December, 1661. The actual salary attached to
the office was but £160 per annum.* Pepys met him at
dinner on the 6th of February, 1663 (new style), and describes
him as " Latin Secretary, who, I perceive, is a pretty knowing
man and a scholar, but it may be he thinks himself to be too
much so." In the following month an additional appointment
was bestowed upon him. On the 28th of March, 1663,f he
became one of the five Commissioners for seizing prohibited
goods. When Secretary Nicholas was succeeded by Sir Henry
Bennett, afterwards Lord Arlington, Williamson still continued
in the office, and seems to have become an Under Secretary of
State. On the 10th of August Pepys, dining at Lord Peterborough's again met Williamson " that belongs to Sir H. Bennett." The gossiping diarist was confirmed in the opinion
which he had formed six months before; he says, I find him " a
pretty understanding and accomplished man, but a little conceited." More than twelve months afterwards, on the 22nd
of November, 1664, Pepys found Williamson come with others
to be a contractor for the lotteries. Having then heard him
"discourse" he says, "I find he is a very logical man and a
good speaker." On the 27th of March, 1665, he was again at
Lord Peterborough's, with Pepys, who says they were " mighty
merry " together. On the 21st of June, a Royal Proclamation
forbade the use of Lotteries by any persons save five Commissioners, to whom was granted the sole right of managing
them. Williamson was appointed to serve on this Commission,
which must have been to him a valuable source of income.
During the year, 1665, Williamson commenced an undertaking which has survived until our own times; he started the
"London Gazette." As the plague was raging in London,
Charles II and his Court had migrated to Oxford. The need
for some periodical, which should communicate authentic and
official information, upon national subjects, had become felt
* Dom. State Papers, Ohas. II, xcix., No. 69.

f Ibidem,, vol. Ixx., No. 50.
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more than ever. Williamson undertook to launch such a periodical, and accordingly in November, 1665, he prepared and
issued a Gazette of two pages, printed on small folio paper.
It was at first called the " Oxford Gazette," from the accidental
residence of the Court there at that time. The twenty-fourth
number, however, which appeared on the 5th of February, 1666,
bore the title by which it has ever since been known, " The
London Gazette." A modern writer, accustomed to all our
luxurious copiousness of newspapers, scoffs at this Gazette, as
containing " no news or documents but such as were palatable to
the Court, and these were retailed in the most meagre fashion,
without a scintilla of literary ability."* Much in the same way
may the Roman youth have thought scorn of the cottage of
Romulus, when Rome had become a magnificent city. Contemporary writers viewed the " Oxford" or "London Gazette"
with very different eyes from those of our modern critic.
Pepys says the first number of the Gazette, written by Williamson,
was "full of news, no folly in it." At all events, the Gazette
started by Williamson survives to this day, as the official organ
of highest authority. After it was duly launched, its founder
selected Charles Perrot, a Fellow of Oriel College, to edit the
newspaper. Williamson had prepared the way for his Gazette,
by subsidizing Roger I/Estrange, to whom on October 15, 1665,
he offered a salary of £100 per annum, in lieu of L'Bstrange's
right in the "News Book." During September or October,
1666, Williamson endeavoured to obtain a seat in Parliament,
but without success. Pepys says that he stood for some small
place, but the electors declared they would have no courtier. The
place alluded to was Morpeth. Failing there, Lord Arlington,
in December, tried to get Williamson elected for Dartmouth,
where he was again -unsuccessful. Efforts were then made to
obtain for him a seat for Preston, but in May, 1667, finding that
he was stirring up strife without much hope of success, he withdrew from that contest. The Parliament which first met in May,
1661, was not dissolved until the 24th of January, 1678-9, so
that there was no general election for eighteen years. In April,
1675, Williamson was a member of that long Parliament.
* Encyclopcedia JBritanmca, vol. xvi., p. 183 (8th edition).
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In August, 1666, we obtain an insight into the kindly charity of
his nature. There had been a naval engagement, and he sent down
money, by a private hand, to be applied to the relief of the sick
and wounded seamen. In the same month he presented to
Queen's College two pairs of banners, and a solid silver trumpet.
It is the custom, at that College, to announce dinner, daily,
by blast of trumpet. In September Lord Cullen thanks him
for a noble present of wine.
In January, 1669 (new style), we obtain a glimpse of him in
the scientific society which he seems to have loved, and for
which he was so well fitted. On the 9th of that month, he dined
with Pepys at noon, meeting Lord Brouncker (president of the
Royal Society for sixteen years) and Christopher Wren, the
architect. He had himself, with Pepys' permission, invited
the Lieutenant of the Tower, Sir J, Robinson,* to join the party.
There can be no doubt that Williamson was an active and
useful member of the Royal Society, which held its meetings at
Gresham College. Eight years after this dinner, he was elected
President of the Society, in succession to Lord Brouncker; and
in his will he bequeathed the sum of £200 to the " Royal
Society at Gresham College." Whether he gave much attention
to mechanical arts may be doubted, as legal, historical, and
genealogical researches seem to have been more congenial to his
taste. He collected many valuable manuscripts relating to
heraldry and history, and he purchased the valuable collection
of Sir Thomas Shirley, which contained Visitations of many
Counties in England, written by the Heralds themselves, or by
their clerks, during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Many such authoritative works by Glover, Brooke, Philipot,
Lilley, and others, were amongst the manuscripts bequeathed
by Sir Joseph Williamson to Queen's College, Oxford. His
collection of papers relating to legal matters, and to Parliamentary Procedure, was likewise large and valuable. These, with
notes of speeches made in Parliament from 1628 to 1640, and
other interesting papers from his library, are all now at Queen's
College.
* Sir John Kobinson was a member of the Clothworkers' Company, to which
Williamson and Pepys also belonged. When Lord Mayor of London in 1663,
Sir J. Robinson entertained, in Clothworkers' Hall, Charles II, the queenmother, and the Duke and Duchess of York.
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On the 21st of October, 1670, Evelyn records that he
borrowed certain books of despatches and treaties for which he
gave a note, promising to return them, to Joseph Williamson
"Master of the State Paper Office." In January, 1672* (new
style), he became a Clerk of the Council in Ordinary, and
received the honour of Knighthood. Evelyn notices this event
as occurring upon the 23rd of January. The post which had
been held by Sir Richard Browne, his father-in-law, had been
promised to Evelyn by the King, but says he, " in consideration
of the renewal of our lease and other reasons I chose to part
with it to Sir Joseph Williamson who gave us and the rest of
his brother clerks a handsome supper at his house, and after
supper a concert of music." In the books of Queen's College,
Williamson's name, hitherto written on the roll of Fellows as
" Magister," appears after his Knighthood as " Dominus"
Josephus Williamson. He started on May 17, 1673, in company with Sir Leoline Jenkins, to act as one of the British
Plenipotentiaries for negotiating the Treaty of Cologne. From
this embassage he did not return until the summer of 1674,
quitting Cologne on the 15th of April. Letters written to him,
during his absence, have been printed by the Camden Society,
in two volumes. It had been previously arranged between him
and Lord Arlington, his patron, that upon his return Lord
Arlington should resign the office of Principal Secretary of
State, and that Williamson upon paying £6000 should be
appointed to that high post. This arrangement had received
the King's sanction. Meanwhile Sir William Temple came to
England, and in March, 1674, Lord Arlington acquainted him
with the contemplated arrangement; but he added that if Sir
William Temple would pay down the £6000, before Williamson
returned, Temple should be made Secretary of State and some
other employment should be found for Williamson.f Temple
declined the offer, and to his friends he remarked that he
thought it no great honour to be preferred before Sir Joseph
Williamson. It appears that when Lord Arlington resigned
the Secretaryship, he was to pay £10,000 to Lord St Albans,
* There seems to have been a warrant issued for granting to him the place of
a Clerk of the Council, for services rendered to Lord Arlington, as early as
1666. Dom.. State Papers, Charles II, vol. 154, No. 120.
t Sir Wm. Temple's Works (Swift's edition, 1720) i. 379; ii. 297, 298.
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who would then vacate the office of Chamberlain in his favour.
These payments of money, for Government offices, were viewed
in exactly the same light as modern payments for Commissions
in the army, the purchase of which was abolished but a few
years ago. When Williamson resigned the Secretary's place to
the Earl of Sunderland, Rapin says that he received, from the
Earl, six thousand pounds and five hundred guineas.
Upon Williamson's return from negotiating the Cologne
Treaty in June, 1674, he was appointed a Principal Secretary
of State, when not quite forty-one years of age, and was sworn of
the Privy Council on the llth September. Evelyn mentions the
fact upon the 22nd of July, 1674, and speaks with considerable
bitterness respecting the new Secretary. He says that Lord
Arlington,
" Loying his ease more than business, remitted all to his man
Williamson, and in a short time let him so into the secret of affairs that
there was a kind of necessity to advance him; and so by subtlety, dexterity, and insinuation, he now got to be principal Secretary: absolutely
Lord Arlington's creature, and ungrateful enough. Sir Joseph was a
musician, could play at Jeu de Goblets, exceedingly formal, a severe
master to his servants."
Evelyn, who was thirteen years senior to Williamson, speaks
with evident ill-feeling of the younger man; probably there was
some little envy in the case. Williamson had, at the age of
thirty-nine, obtained the post of Clerk of tie Council which
Evelyn was to have enjoyed, and the younger man afterwards
rapidly outstripped him in the Civil Service of the Crown. At
the Royal Society likewise, of which Evelyn was elected Secretary on the 30th of November, 1672, he was again far surpassed
by Williamson, who became its President in 1677. When
Evelyn characterizes Williamson as ungrateful, we are able to
test his veracity by abundant evidence and we find him in error.
Sir Joseph Williamson's gratitude to his early benefactor,
Dr. Langbain, is shewn by his bequests to Langbain's children.
His gratitude to Thetford, the town which elected him to
Parliament so many times,* was such that the corporation, on
* Thetford elected him twice in 1679; again in 1681; a fourth time in 1685 ;
when however he did not obtain the seat, because Heveuingham the Mayor
returned himself; a fifth time in 1690, when there was a double return which

282

WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM HALL.

its Table of Benefactors,* declared him to be a daily benefactor
to their borough. Upon the face of the handsome Court of
Common Pleas, which he built for that town, with the Grand
Jury Chamber over it, there still remains this inscription
" Antiq. Burgi de Thetford optim: Civ: ob perpetuam in se
Benevolentiam Josephus Williamson Eq: Aur: memor grata
mania P. An: Christi MDCLXXX.
Gratitude for encouragements rendered to him in early manhood prompted him to
return them in kind, by generous aid to young scholars both at
Oxford and Cambridge, and by providing for the education of
poor lads at Thetford, Rochester, and London. A dedication,
from " the least of Sir Joseph Williamson's clients, to the best of
that client's few patrons," is still to be seen, inscribed upon a
manuscript " Her Hollandicum," in which a young taberdar of
Queen's College, named William Nicolson, narrates his journey
through Holland in 1678.
The manuscript came with Sir
Joseph's library, to Queen's College, where it still remains.
Nicolson achieved distinction in after life. He was Archdeacon
of Carlisle in 1700, and was ultimately raised to the episcopate,
and became Archbishop of Cashel. Williamson's gratitude to
Queen's College is attested not only by his gifts during life and
by large bequests, but also by the choice he made of a crest and
motto. That College was founded by 'Robert Eglesfield,t chaplain to Queen Philippa, and on its armorial bearings there are
excluded him, whereupon he obtained his seat for Eochester; and thrice more in
1695,1698, and 1700, when being elected likewise for Rochester, on each occasion,
he did not sit for Thetford. Thus he was actually elected for Thetford in eight
general elections, although he sat for the borough in three Parliaments only.
* The list of his benefactions to the borough during his lifetime includes
(i) £25 given by him towards procuring an Act for making the Brandon river
navigable to Thctford for barges; (ii) £15 for releasing John Brown out of
Thetford Gaol; (iii) A copy of the Statutes at large and other Statutes; (iv) £14
per annum for binding out four apprentices each year ; (v) An exhibition for a
poor scholar, in Thetford School, until fit for Cambridge, and likewise at that
University; (vi) Bleven folio books presented to Thetford School; (vii) A
noble sword and mace ; (viii) He built a very fair Court of Common Pleas and
Grand Jury Chamber and is a daily benefactor to this borough. Blomefield's
Hiftortj of Norfolk (ed. 1789) vol. i., pp. 463-4. There still exists, but in private
hands, a silver chain, and badge of office, bearing on one side the arms of
Thetford, and on the other those of Sir Joseph Williamson. (Norfolk Arahceoloffy, vi., 379.)
•f The Provost of Oriel informs me that at Queen's College, in memory of
the Founder, it was formerly customary to keep an. eagle, alive. Likewise, in
allusion to another reading of his name, at the annual feast in commemoration
of him, it is usual to present to each guest a needle and thread (aiguilles et
Jil) with the words, " Take this and be thrifty."
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three spread eagles; Williamson chose for his crest an eagle
issuing from a coronet, and for motto "sub umbra alarum
tuarum." Surely, a touching proof of lifelong gratitude. To the
City of Rochester which four times returned him to Parliament
(in 1690, '95, '98, and 1700) he gave, during his lifetime,
gratuitous education for the sons of its Freemen. At his death
he perpetuated this kindly assistance, by bequeathing lands to
the value of £5000 for a Free School. To his own relatives
and friends his kindness was great, and among his correspondence (at the State Paper office) are many records of appeals to
his proverbial good nature, generosity, and charity.
Although he seems to have become Secretary of State in
June, 1674, yet it was not until the llth of September that he
was sworn in; when he officially announced the fact to Sir
William Temple, ambassador at the Hague. Sir Joseph
Williamson then likewise informed him that the affairs of that
Province would henceforth be under his care. The announcement was not especially agreeable to Sir William Temple, and
the appointment proved somewhat unacceptable to the Prince
of Orange (William III). The Government of Charles II was,
at that period, greatly swayed by French influence. Its policy
and suggestions would therefore, in any case, have been
unpalatable to the Prince of Orange; but when they were
conveyed in despatches written by Sir Joseph Williamson, his
style seemed to render them doubly obnoxious. The Prince,
on one occasion, said that Williamson treated him like a child,
who was to be fed with whipt cream.* With respect to another
despatch, Temple says (24 Feb. 1677 n.s.) "the Prince could
hardly hear it out with any patience. Sir J. Williamson's style
was always so disagreeable to him, and he thought the whole
cast of this to be so artificial that he received it with indignation
and scorn."f He characterised it as more of the Secretary's
whipt cream (cresme fouettee). Sir William Temple entertained
a strong prejudice against Sir Joseph, and speaks with pity of
Sir Leoline Jenkins lying " under the lash of Secretary Williamson, who upon old grudges between them at Cologne, never failed
to lay hold of any occasion he could to censure his conduct, and
* Temple's Memoirs, chap, ii., in his WorJts by Swift, vol. i., p. 439.
f IMd., p. 443.

284

WILLS RELATING TO COBHAM HALL.

expose it at the Foreign Committee, where his letters were read
to the King." *
As, however, Temple himself elsewhere
describes Jenkins as a man who was too timid to make up his
mind, on any important point, and utterly lacking in decision,
insight or promptitude, we can well understand that he would
be very obnoxious to criticism.
In 1676, Sir Joseph served the office of Master of the
Clothworkers' Company, to which he was a " noble benefactor.-" His arms, or, a chevron between three trefoils sable,
appear in one of the windows of the Company's Hall. Lord
O'Brien (whose widow subsequently married Williamson) was
likewise a member of the Clothworkers' Company. Samuel
Pepys succeeded Sir Joseph, as Master of the Company, in
1677.
Williamson was one of the earliest victims to the strong
popular feeling excited by a Popish Plot, detected in 1678. He
was accused of granting commissions and warrants to Popish
recusants, and on the 18th of November, 1678, the House of
Commons ordered him to be committed to the Tower. He
remained there but a few hours, for King Charles II sent for
the Commons and informed them that he should at once cause
his Secretary of State to be released from the Tower; and that
he desired to apprise them of his intention, although they had
not shewn to him the courtesy of previously acquainting him
with their determination to order his Secretary into confinement.
The ultimate consequence was that Sir Joseph Williamson
resigned his office, on the 20th of February, 1679 (n.s.). He
was succeeded by the Earl of Sunderland, who paid to him 500
guineas more than the £6000 which Williamson had himself
paid when he entered upon the office.
On the 30th of November, 1677, Sir Joseph had been
elected President of the Eoyal Society. In December,! 1678,
when forty-five years of age he married Lady Catherine O'Brien,
Baroness Clifton, whose husband Henry Lord O'Brien had
died iu the previous August. She and her husband had long
been upon terms of intimate friendship with Sir Joseph, and the
marriage proved to be very beneficial to her and to her children,
* Temple's Memoirs, p. 451.
f Additional MS. 5520, No. 6, in British Museum.
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but at the time, says Evelyn, she was much censured for marrying beneath her rank; and there is ground for believing that
her children censured her as much as any one. Sir Joseph, who
had previously lived in Westminster, now removed into St.
James's Square. It was said, at the time of his withdrawal from
office, that his marriage was the real cause of his being forced
to resign. The Lord Treasurer Danby, report declares, had
intended his own son to become Lady Catherine's second
husband; and in consequence of his chagrin, he effected Williamson's fall from office.
In 1682 the town of Thetford received a new Charter from
the Crown, and in accordance with its terms Sir Joseph
Williamson was appointed Recorder of that borough. He had
been created D.C.L. June 27th, 1674, but what legal training he
had received we do not know, yet his Recordership makes it
probable that in early life he may have been called to the bar.
In 1684 the town of Gravesend, of which Lady Catherine
O'Brien was Hereditary High Steward, suffered the fate which
had happened earlier to other municipalities. The Crown was
seizing the charters of cities and corporate towns, and the
Mayor of Gravesend at length received a writ "Quo Warranto/'
dated November 20, 168-i. Sir Joseph Williamson, as Lady
Catherine's legal representative, was at once consulted by the
Gravesend authorities, whom he advised to offer immediate
submission to the Crown. He called on the Secretary of State,
Lord Sunderland, but failing to find him, he wrote a letter
apprising him of the desire of the Corporation to put themselves
and their Charters entirely into the King's hands, feeling sure
that his Majesty would do them nothing but justice.
He
received a deputation of the municipal body, thirty in number,
at his house in St. James's Square, and accompanied them to
Whitehall, on the 27th of November. There they were favoured
with an appointment for a personal reception by the King on
the morrow. Accordingly, on the 28th, Sir Joseph Williamson
and the Earl of Sunderland introduced the large deputation to his
Majesty, to whom they surrendered their Charters. He received
them very graciously and promised to take care of the interests of
the town. Further trouble was taken by Sir JosephWilliamson in
the matter during the two following years, and at length a new
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Charter was granted to Gravesend upon the 17th of December,
1686. Nevertheless the business occupied yet another year,
and it was not until the 10th of November, 1687, that the
indefatigable acting High Steward was able to take down to
Gravesend the long expected Charter. That day was made a
general holiday, the town was decorated with boughs, the bells
were rung, and Sir JosephWilliamson, who came from London by
water accompanied by Sir John Heath the Under Steward, was
received with great pomp and ceremony, and entertained at a
grand banquet.*
The management of his wife's affairs, the arrangement of
the late Duke of Richmond's estates, and the business of his
own large possessions in Kent, engrossed much of his time
and attention during the last ten years of his life. As his
Cobham estates extended to the town of Gravesend on the one
side and to the city of Rochester on the other, the affairs and
interests of both those municipalities claimed a large share of
his attention, and he seems to have acted generously towards
both of them.
At Gravesend it had been a custom for centuries that the
town should pay to the Lord of Cobham, or to the High Steward,
an annual sum of £Q 13s. 4d. for Pontage:—i.e. for the reparation of the landing stage, bridge, or causeway. Sir Joseph
permitted this to fall into abeyance for fifteen years; then, on
the 28th of March, 1692, he received at Cobham Hall the
Mayor of Gravesend, who produced an account of the monies
expended by the town on this landing bridge or causeway since
1677, amounting altogether to £115. 13s. Od., and the annual
pontage was thenceforward tacitly surrendered to the town.f
On the 12th of December, 1696, William III accredited the
Earl of Pembroke, Viscount Villiers,.and Sir Joseph Williamson
to be the English Plenipotentiaries to treat for a General Peace.
Sir Joseph was previously admitted to be a member of King
William's Privy Council. The Plenipotentiaries signed the
Preliminaries for Peace, on the 10th of February, 1697, but it
was not until the 20th of September following that they signed,
a little after midnight, the well known Peace of Ryswick.
Their negotiations occupied nine months.
* Cruden'a History of ffravesend, p. 378,

f Ibid., p. 388,
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Sir Joseph Williamson, who had suffered much from gout
while at Ryswick, did not long survive. He made his will on the
16th of August, 1701, and died on the 3rd of October, a few
months after his 68th birthday. He was buried on the 14<th
of October, 1701, in Westminster Abbey, within the Duke
of Richmond's vault, at the south-east corner of Henry the
Seventh's chapel.
A good speaker, and a logical reasoner, with a profound
knowledge of affairs, Sir Joseph Williamson may yet have been
but a mediocre statesman. Yet he was an accomplished scholar,
a musician, a man of literary tastes, and scientific acquirements,
who achieved a high position in his native country by means of
energy, perseverance, and good conduct. Of a generous and
grateful nature, he did all he could to encourage and enable
others, with like abilities, to follow in his footsteps. In his
benefactions he remembered his native village, his early patrons,
the college whose foundation had given him a start in life, the
towns which returned him to Parliament, and all who by ties
of blood, or affection, or service, had just claims upon him.

As this sheet was passing through the press, I received from
the Rev. R. L. Clarke, Fellow of Queen's College, the following
interesting communication:—"A portrait of Sir Joseph Williamson hangs in our College hall. His silver trumpet is no
longer used to summon us to dinner, that duty being performed
by one more easily sounded. Sir Joseph's gift, however, is
preserved in the College buttery. It is somewhat massive, being
two feet in length; and having six feet of tube between its wide,
open 'mouth, and the small lip-piece used by the performer.
On the broad portion of the trumpet are two shields; one bears
the College arms, the other is thus inscribed, ' Immortali \
Reginensium Fames \ Sacrum. \ Opt. Matri pientiss. fil. \ Josephus Williamson \ cultus et obsequii ergo \ D . D . D . Q . | A.D.
MDCLXVI/ Four banners, bearing the same date, hang upon the
walls of the buttery. They are embroidered with the College
eagles, in red, upon a shield wrought with silver thread."
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WILL OF SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON.
(Transcribed from a copy preserved at ColJicm Hall.)
In the Name of Q-od Amen. I, Sir JOSEPH WiitiAHSOir being
praised be God of sound and Perfect memory, doe make and ordain
this my last Will and Testament, ys Sixteenth day of August 1701,
Whereas In the first place I do revoke and annull all former Wills
by me made, and desire my Body to be buried in a decent manner
at the Discretion of my dear Wife, And as for all the Worldly
Estate where with it hath pleased G-od to bless me, I dispose thereof
as followeth (that is to say) I doe Give and devise all my Real and
Personal Estate whatsoever and Wheresoever to my Executors and
Trustees herein after named, and to their Heirs, Execut1'8 and
Adminisf8 Upon trust that they shall and may thereout make such
payments and discharge such Legacies as are herein after appointed,
and upon the Trust herein Exprest, Excepting only out of this
devise to them such part of my Eeal and Personal Estate as I shall
hereby Specifically Devise or leave to others, And though my Dear
Wife hath a plentifull provision by her Joynture out of my Lord
Thomonds Estate, yet I take so well her constant kindness and care
of me and my Affairs in all Eespects, that I make thereto these
following Additions. Eirst I give Eatifye and Confirme unto my
Wife the third part of my fee Earme Eents, and other Eeal Estate
during her Life, in lieu of Her Dower, and further more I doe give
unto Her absolutely all my Jewells Subject only to such moneys
where with the same are Charged or shall be charged at the time of
my decease, Alsoe My best Coach and best set of Coach Horses
which I shall have at my decease, to be at her Election which of
them She shall choose, And further that she shall during her Life
have the Use of all my Household Goods and Furniture, and of such
part of my Plate as she shall Elect not exceeding the Value of Eive
hundred Pounds, She first before she get possession thereof giving
Security to my Execut1'" that the same shall be forth comeing and in
good Condition delivered back to them at the time of her decease
(Seasonable weare and Useage only Excepted) And then I Will that

SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON.

289

the said Plate Household Goods and Furniture be disposed of as
the Eest of my Personall Estate, Item I do give and Devise all my
Lands Tenements & Hereditariments in ye County of Cumberland
to Jf Joseph Hornsby* for his Life without Impeachment of Wast,
and from and after his decease to Thomas Hornsly the Son to the
said Joseph Hornsby and the Heirs male of his Body, and in default
of such Issue then to all and every the sons of the Said Joseph
Hornsby Lawfully begotten, Successively and in Eemainder one
after another as they shall be in Seniority of Age, or Priority of
Birth, and to the Heirs Male of their Body or Bodys and all & every
such son and sons, Issuing, the Elder of such Sons and the Heirs
male of his Body being always preferred to take place before the
Youngest of such Sons and the Heirs male of their Bodys Issuing,
And for default of such Issue to the said Joseph Hornsby his Heirs
& Assignes for ever, And I will and devise that the Said Joseph
Hornsby may let leases thereof for one & Twenty Tears at Eack
Eents in possession, or for one two or three lives at the old Eeserved
Eent, And as it hath pleased G-od in his goodness to prosper me so,
as a small Acknowledgement thereof I have designed to lay out
some of the fortune wherewith G-od hath blessed me for the Publicise
good and for the Encouragement of learning and Trade, and for
this Purpose I Give to the Provost Sf Schollers of Queen's Colledge^
in Oxford, the Sum of sis Thousand Pounds to be laid out in further
New Buildings to the Colledge and otherwise Beautifying the said
Colledge, As also all my Library of Printed Books and Books of
Heraldry and Genealigy, as well Manuscripts as Printed. Item.
I give to Ohrists Ghureh Hospitall in London Three Hundred Pounds,
and to St. Bartholomews Hospitall Three hundred Pounds, and to
the Moyall Society^ at Gh-esham Colledge Two Hundred Pounds—
Item I do give and bequeath Five Thousand Pounds to be laid out
by my Execut1'8 herein after named in the Purchasing some Lands
and Tenements in England for and towards the Building, perfecting,
carrying on and perpetuall maintaining of a, free Schoole at Rochester
and of a schoole Master or School Masters for the Instruction and
Education of such Youth there who were or shall be Sons of
Freemen towards the Mathematicks, and all other things which may
_ *_ It is said that Mr. Joseph Hornsby was a natural son of Sir Joseph
Williamson, who calls him " my kinsman.1'
t Sir Joseph Williamson entered Queen's College in September 1650, and
was 3 Fellow of that College from 1657 to 1679. He was the Senior Fellow
during 1678 and up to April 1679.
: '; J Sir Joseph Williamson was elected president of the Royal Society in
November 1677.
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fitt and Encourage them for the Sea Service or Arts and callings
leading or Relating thereto And next I do give and bequeath the
debt due to me from Mr Heavingham,* and also the Sum of two
Thousand Pounds to be laid out by my Executrs herein after named
in the Purchase of some Lands & Tenements which shall be and
Remain for such Publick uses and G-ood of the Town of Thetford
in ye County of Norfoolk as my Executrs upon advise with the
Corporation of the said Town shall think fitt; Item. I give to Mr
George Hornsby the Elder Twenty pounds p' Ann. during his Life
clear of all deduction for Taxes or other things Whatsoever to be
paid half yearly, And I do give and bequeath the said Joseph
Hornsby the Father One Thousand Pounds, And if MrsAnn Hornsby
his Wife shall Survive him then and not otherwise I do give unto
Her Thirty Pounds p' Ann. during her Life to be paid by my
Executrs half Yearly after the decease of her said Husband; Item
I do give and bequeath unto Catherine Hornsby Daughter of the
said Joseph Hornsby the Sum of Three Hundred Pounds to be paid
to her at her age of one and Twenty Tears or day of Marriage
which shall first happen, On Condition that she shall Marry with the
Consent of my said Wife thereunto first had and Signified by writing
under her hand, or by Consent of my Bxecutrs or the Major part o£
them after the decease of my said Wife, Item. I do give and
bequeath unto Joseph Sornsby Son of the Said Joseph Hornsby, and
to George Hornsly Son of the said Joseph Hornsby the Elder the
Sum of two hundred Pounds a piece to be disposed at the discretion
of my Executrs towards their being put out to some Trade or calling
and to each of the other two daughters of the said Joseph Hornsby
the Elder the Sum of one hundred and fifty Pounds a piece to be
paid to them at their Respective dayes of Marriage or at their
Respective Ages of one & twenty Tears which shall first happen, or
for or towards their Education and being put to some Imploymenf;
at the Discretion of my Executrs. Item I do bequeath and appoint
to each and every of the Children of the late Mr Gerrard Langlain
Son of My Dear and Worthy Friend Doctr Langbaiuf here to fore
Provost of Queens Colledge at Oxford, the Sum of Three Hundred
Pounds a piece to be paid Six Months after my decease, Item. Of
* Mr. John Houchen, Town Clerk of Thetford, courteously informs me that
Henry Heveningham was Mayor of Thetford in 1685. At a Parliamentary
election for Thetford in 1689 there was a double election, when Heveningham
returned his own name as elected and refused to return that of Sir Joseph
Williamson.
t Dr. Langbain was Provost from 1646 to 1668, and is said to have shewrj
great kindness to Williamson,
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the further E/espect and kindness I have for my said Wife I do will
and devise that my Executrs do Yearly pay unto such person &
Persons, And for such Uses Intents and Purposes as my Wifes Sister
the Lady ]2Uzth Hatcher* shall by any Writing or Writings under
her hands notwithstanding her Coverture direct and appoint, One
Annuity of One hundred Pounds to be paid by half Yearly Payments,
and the first Payment to be made In Six months after my Decease
so to continue during her Life, and to be paid in such manner for
her sole and Seperate Use as y* her Husband shall not therewith
Intermedle or have to do, Provided and I will that her own Recc4
shall be a Sufficient discharge for so much of the said Annuity as
She shall Eeceive by her own hands, Item Each of my Domestick
Servants as shall be Eesident w"1 me at the time of my Decease, I give
One Years Wages to be paid Six months after my Decease, Item.
All my Manuscript Books and Collections and notes whatever
Relating to the Office or place of Secretary of State, I humbly
Present to his Majesty to be kept and placed in the Paper Office for
the Service of the (3-overnment, Item I give to the Dean and Chapter
of Rochester my set of Gruilt Communion Plate heretofore ye Duke
of Richmonds, which I Redeemed Item I give my Picture of his
Present Majesty to be set up in The Town Sail of Rochester, Item
I give to George Hornsly the Elder Two Hundred Pounds to be
paid six months after my Decease, Item I give to John Clampet my
Page One Hundred Pounds to be paid in six months after my Decease
And the Yearly Sum of Fifteen Pounds during his Life to be paid
by half Yearly Payments without any Deduction for taxes or any
other thing whatsoever, Item I give to Mrs Ann Williamson
Daughter of Mr Joseph Williamson my Cozen German Five Shillings,
Item I give to Mr Thomas Williamson my Kinsman, Two hundred
Pounds, to Mrs Peace my kinswoman Widow, Two Hundred
Pounds, to each of Her two Daughters One Hundred Pounds a
piece, & to Martin Gall One hundred Pounds, and to Charles
Sheppard Fifty Pounds, And to my Servant Hester Watson that
Attends me Fifty Pounds, above the Legacy of a Years Wages,
And I will that the said severall last mentioned Legacies shall be
paid within Six months after my decease, Item I give to Poor of the
Parrish of Sl James's Westminster Five Pounds, to the Poor of the
Severall Parrishes at Rochester Twenty Pounds, to the Poor of the
Parrish of Bic7cir7ce-f in Cumberland Five Pounds, and to the Poor
* Uterine half sister of Lady Catherine O'Brien. She is mentioned in the
will of Charles Duke of Kichmond, as Lady Elizabeth Delavall. She was
twice married; first to Mr. Delaval, then to Mr. Hatcher.
t Bridekirk, near Coekermouth, where Sir Joseph was born.
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of the Severall Parrishes at Thetford aforesaid, Fifteen Pounds,
all which last mentioned Legacies to the Poor I will shall he
distributed as ray Executra shall think fit, Item I will that my
Executrs shall Retain in their hands Sufficient Moneys to pay the
Annuities given by this my "Will, and that they have Power from
time to time to place out at Interest such Moneys so Retained in
their hands, for the Paying the said Annuities, Item I do Constitute
my said dear Wife, Cap. John Soys, Thomas Addison Gent, and the
said Joseph JELornsby the Father my Kinsman, to be the Executors
of this my Last "Will and Testament, and Trustees for the performance of this my "Will, and I give unto so many of them as
shall Prove my "Will Two hundred Pounds a peice for their Care
and Pains in seeing this my "Will performed; And I desire that
they shall be allowed all their Costs and Charges as they shall
expend or be put unto in or about the Execution of this my "Will,
and that none of them shall be answerable for the Receipts Defaults or miscarriages of the other or others of them, & that they
shall not be Answerable for any more money then they Actually
Receive, and that they shall not be Answerable for the Loss of any
money by placing out at Interest depositing for safe Custody or
other wise that shall happen without their Willfull neglect or
default, And I doe hereby give all my Real Estate in the County of
Kent to my said Execut™ and their Heirs, upon trust to sell the
same as soon as Conveniency may be for the Performance of this
my Will, And I desire that none of my Legacies shall carry Interest
with them untill my Estate in Kent be sold, Item I do appoint all
my Just Debts to be paid in the first place out of my Real and
Personall Estate, Item I devise the Overplus of my said Estate
both Real and Personall after my Debts and Legacies paid, in manner
following Viz., Two Third parts thereof the whole in three equall
parts to be divided unto my said dear Wife, her Heirs Execut1'8 and
Administrators, to her & their own Use and benefitt, and the other
third part thereof to the said Joseph Hornsly the Father my Kinsman
his Heirs Executrs and Administrators, to his and their own use and
benefitt. In "Witness that this is my last "Will and Testament I
have here unto Set my hand and Seal the day and Year first above
Written . . . .
J.

L.S.

^^

Signed Sealed Published, and declared by the said Sr Jos,
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"Williamson to be his last will and Testament in the presence of us
who have at his Bequest and in his presence Subscribed our Names
as Witnesses thereunto.
ISAAC (3-AEHZEB: RICH" COTTON
JOHN CHAPLAIN.
. Memo: that Sr Jos. Williamson did ye 24th day of Sep1' Anno
Dom 1701 Signe Seal Publish and declare the above written Will
to be his Last Will and Testament in the presence of us who have
this day at his Hequest and in his Presence Subscribed our Names
as Witnesses there unto.
EDMD WHITBHEAD
JAMBS THATCHER : EOBT SOTTTHAM.
Memorandum y* I bhe above named Sr Jos: Williamson doe ye
24 day of Sepr 1701 again Publish and declare the above Written
Will to be my Last Will & Testament In Witness whereof I have
here unto again set my hand and Seal,
th

J. WILLIAMSON.
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LADY CATHERINE O'BRIEN.
LADY CATHERINE* O'BRIEN (nee Stuart) of Cobham Hall,
fourth cousin of King Charles II, was the eldest and only
surviving daughter of George Stuart, Lord D'Aubigny, by his
wife Lady Catherine Howard, daughter of Theophilus Earl of
Suffolk.
She was baptized at St. Martiu's-in-the-fields,
Middlesex, on the 5th of December, 1640.
She and her
mother's daughter by a second marriage, Lady Elizabeth
Livingstone (wife first of Mr Robert Delaval and then of Mr
Henry Hatcher) were bred up together, and seem to have been
warmly attached to each other throughout their lives. Her
only brother, Charles, was created Earl of Lichfield in 1645,
and, after the Restoration, the rank and precedence of an Earl's
daughter was granted to her, on the 24th of September 1660.
Just twenty days before that grant of precedence, there had
been buried at Westminster the remains of her young cousin
Esme, Duke of Richmond and Lenox, to whose estates, first
her brother Charles, and then she herself, became the heir. At
the age of twenty, she was married to Henry O'Brien, Lord
Ibrackan, commonly called Lord O'Brien, the seventh Earl of
Thomond's son and heir. For the subsequent forty-one years
of her life her usual appellation was " Lady Catherine O'Brien."
Of her early life very little is known. Her eldest daughter
Mary O'Brien was born in London on the 7th of May 1662.
Her eldest son, Donatus, born in September 1663, was
christened at Great Billing, on the 16th of that month. Her
husband's grandfather Barnabas sixth Earl of Thomond, had
been created Marquess of Billing in 1645, by privy seal, but
as the great seal was not then in the king's power the patent
never passed. From the baptism of her son at Great Billing,
we may presume that Lady Catherine was, at all events for a
* As Lady Catherine O'Brien wrote her Christian name with a " C'' we
adopt that spoiling in her memoir, but, in her brother's will, her name is written
Katherine, and for many years after the Eestoration it was usual to spell that
name with a " K." The " K " still survives in the pet name Kate.

LADY CATHEEINE O'BRIEN.

295

time; residing on the O'Brien's estate there. We do not know
when her second daughter Catherine was born, but the birth of
her second son, George, occurred in London on the 10th of
October 1670. As her daughter Catherine was not of age
in 1690, and yet was married in 1688, it is probable that she
was born in 1671.
When Charles, Duke of Richmond and Lenox, died in 1672,
his sister Lady Catherine O'Brien was heiress to his estates,
and to such of his honours as could devolve upon a female.
She at once claimed the Barony of Clifton, and her claim was
allowed by the House of Lords. Her husband Lord O'Brien,
writing on the 10th of February 1673-4, to Sir Joseph Williamson at Cologne, says "this day judgment on her behalf"
has been delivered, respecting the Clifton peerage.* Bight
months previously, Lord O'Brien in writing to Sir Joseph
Williamson had alluded to her as unwell. Williamson was then
acting as an English Plenipotentiary for Peace, so Lord O'Brien
addresses him as " My Lord"; and says, " I thank God our
family is in pretty good health : my wife is drinking North
Hall waters, which Dr Willis hopes will cure the distemper of
her heade; wee all are (with true respect) your humble
servaunts."f Lady Catherine kept up a constant correspondence with Sir Joseph Williamson during his absence in 1673
and 1674, but none of her letters survive.
In 1676-7 Lord O'Brien, and Lady Catherine, united
in a mortgage, for raising £4000 or £5000, wherewith to
buy out the interest, in Cobham Hall and estate, of Prances
Teresa widow of Charles Duke of Richmond; and they obtained
an Act of Parliament ratifying this arrangement, for the benefit
of Donatus O'Brien their eldest son. The sumactually paid to
the Duchess Frances Teresa seems to have been £3800.
About the same time it would appear that the young Donatus,
although but fourteen years old, was married to Lady Sophia
Osborne daughter of the Earl of Danby (afterwards Duke of
Leeds). The marriage is mentioned in a "List of Court
Members of the Long Parliament of Charles II," which is
ascribed to Andrew Marvell, and was printed in 1677.
* Letters to Sir Joseph Williamson, edited by W. D. Christie, O.B., for
the Oamden Society, vol. ii., p. 146.
t Ibidem, i. 35.
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In 1678 Lord O'Brien died, and was buried in Westminster
Abbey on the 9th of September. He had made his will six
years previously, on the 6th of April 1672. He therein enjoined his son to be true to Protestantism and the English,
and to drive out the Irish from his estates as much as possible.
Sir Joseph Williamson's will speaks of the ample provision
which was made for Lady Catherine, by Lord O'Brien or his
father, out of the Thomond estates. Yet Lady Catherine may
have had immediate need of a large sum of money, for in
October 1678, she assigned the feu duties of Islay to Sir
Joseph Williamson, probably as security for some loan. In the
following December she married Sir Joseph.
Within six months she lost her son George, a boy of eight
years, who was buried on the 8th of May 1679, in Westminster
Abbey. No doubt this was a period of severe trial to her, as
her new husband had been driven to resign his office (Secretary of
State) in the preceding February, and many ascribed that to Lord
Danby's chagrin at her marriage. In April 1681, when Lady
Catherine was in Dublin, something in the nature of a robbery
seems to have occurred at Cobham Hall. Her daughter Mary
went down to Cobham, and in company with the late Duke of
Richmond's executor Sir Charles Bickerstaff, and others,
examined all the rooms in the house. They found nothing
missing save two " rich beds," and some small things. The
incident is related to Lady Catherine, by John Paige, in a letter
dated 23d April, 1681.*
London 23 Aprill 1681.
Madam
The 16a of this month I gave S1 Joseph Williamson
a large account of Mr Christopher Musgrave's journey and mine to
Cobharn where, by apointment wee mett your daughter Madam
O'brien Sr Charles Bickerstaffe and Mre Horneby when wee survayed
most of all the romes in the house especially those wch had goods
in them and to our great Admiration wee found much more then wee
expected consideringe the great Treasure of rich goods that was in
the house, wee found none of your cabinetts broaken open all your
Tapistrey your severall trunkes Linen packt as you left them and
what most feared your picktures in the Q-allary &c woh if had bine
* Additional MS. in Brit. Museum, 5488, folio (pencil) 177.

LADY CATHERINE O'BKIEN.

297

taken out of the frames one trunke full might have caried £500
valew, what wee found wantinge was your to rich beds with some
other small thinges of little valew, Madam O'brien who best knew
ye house ffurniture, concludes thers nothinge elce wan tinge of
moment, soe y* of a bad buisnesse I am hearty glad itts noe worse
wee did preuaile with Mrs Horneby to remaine att Cobham for
14 daies till we heard from you, for to say the truth ye house
considringe the great valew of ye goods, ought to have a man and a
woman of great entegrity to bee there, least a second disaster should
prove worse than the first wch I pray your Ladyship to well consider
of in time soe as you doe not retorne speedily from Ireland I have
convayed yr ladyshipps leve to Mrs Horneby at Cobham with
mine and my wifes humble seruice I am
Madam your most faithful servant
JOHN PAIGE*
(Endorsed)
For my Lady Catherine O'Brien these present
Por Dublin

In 1682, Donatus, who by his father's death in 1678 had
become Lord O'Brien, embarked in the frigate Gloucester at
Margate, to accompany the Duke of York to Edinburgh. He
never reached his destination, but was drowned with many
others, when the Gloucester was wrecked, off Yarmouth, on the
5th of May. Thus, Lady Catherine lost her eldest and only
surviving son, when he was not quite nineteen years of age.
About the same period, probably, her eldest daughter Mary was
married to the eighteenth Earl of Kildare. Lady Kildare had
a son born in July 1683, but she died in the following
November, when in her twenty-second year. Her infant
(Henry, Lord Offaly) lived not quite seven months after his
birth.
Lady Catherine was thus bereft of all her children save the
daughter who was named after herself. Nor did that young
lady long afford much comfort to her mother. When she was
about seventeen years old, she made a runaway match with
Viscount Cornbury. His father, Henry, second Earl of Cla* 15th July 1681, he writes saying Lady Catherine is in St. James's Square
lately come from Cobham. Her son, Donatus Lord O'Brien, inet her there, and
took account of most material goods. She had made a proposition to him, for
her life interest in Cobham. As yet the Duke of Buckingham hath not sealed
the Deeds, though they give hope he will do it.
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tendon, narrates the escapade in his Diary. They were married
at Totteridge in Hertfordshire, on the 10th of July 1688. This
Viscount Cornbury seems to have been a spendthrift scapegrace. Being Colonel of the Royal Regiment of Dragoons, he,
in November 1688, induced it and other regiments to side with
William III. He afterwards became Master of the Horse to
Prince George of Denmark; and was Governor of New York
from 1702 to 1708. "While there he held a levee on the Queen's
birthday, and himself appeared dressed in female attire, similar
to that of Queen Anne, his first cousin, whom he much resembled. He caused a portrait of himself in this attire to be
painted, and it still exists. His wife survived her marriage
eighteen years, but died in 1706, before her husband became
Earl of Clarendon. Lady Catherine O'Brien's troubles were
materially increased by Lord Cornbury's conduct • and her family
estates were burdened with his debts, by mortgage in 1693, and
in various ways until 1719, when the Lincolnshire property,
Sutton Marsh, was sold for £31,800 to defray them. The debts
of her brother Charles (the last Duke of Richmond and Lenox)
were likewise sources of concern to her, during the remainder
of her life.
In 1689, Lady Catherine O'Brien's husband, Sir Joseph
Williamson, made himself responsible to Duke Charles's creditors
for the Duke's debts, and was permitted to take possession of
the Duke's estates. It was in pursuance of this arrangement
that Sir Joseph, in 1696, agreed to pay 4845,000, for Cobham
and the Kentish lands. The whole of the transactions were not
completed before his death, so that on the 23rd of June, 1702,
the Court of Chancery issued a decree directing their completion.
Lady Catherine died in November, 1702, and was buried
in Westminster Abbey on the llth of that month. She was
succeeded, in the Barony of Clifton, by her daughter Catherine,
Lady Cornbury, who survived her only four years. Lady
Catherine O'Brien's ultimate heir was her grand-daughter, Lady
Theodosia Hyde, who succeeded her young brother Edward, in
the Barony of Clifton, in 1713, and whose husband John Bligh,
Esq., M.P. for Athboy, was created Earl of Darnley in 1725.
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WILL OF LADY CATHERINE O'BBIEN.
(Transcribed, from a copy preserved at Colham Sail).
In the Name of G-od Amen. I the Eight Honble the LADT
CATHEEINE O'BitrEir Widdow, being of sound mind and memory
and in Eeasonable Health for which I bless Gkid, do make this my
last "Will and Testament, this thirteenth day of October in the Tear
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and two, in manner and
forme following, viz' Imprimis I Resign my Soul into the hands of
our Blessed Saviour in hopes of a Joyfull Eesurection through his
merrits, And my Body I desire may be privately buried in the
Vault of my Ancestors, In King Henry the Sevenths Ohapell, near
the bodys of Lord Henry O'Brien & Sr Jos Williamson my first, and
Second Husbands, without laying in state, and being privately carryed thither without any Pomp or State, but with all the Ceremonies of the Church, Item. I give to the Lady JSliz11' Hatcher* one
An'uity or Yearly Sum of Eifty Pounds during her Life, to be paid
by two half yearly payments without any deduction for Taxes or
for any other thing Whatsoever, out of the Yearly Eents Promt or
produce of the Two third Parts of the overplus of the Eeal and
Personal Estate of my late Husband Sr Joseph "Williamson, after
his debts and Legaacies paid, given to me by his Last Will & Testament ; And I give to the said Lady Eliz411 Hatcher Eifty Pounds
for Mourning, and my Lockett sett with Diamonds wtu my Brother
the Dulse of Richmond's hair and Enameled on the back side C E L.
Item I give to my Grandchild Mrs OatJierine Hyde my Pearl Necklace and my diamond Watch with the Chain and hook to it, and I
desire that the same Necklace Watch Chain & hook be delivered to
the E4 Honble Charles now JEarle f>f Carlisle^ or in case of his death
or Eefusall to the E* HonWe Henry Lord Walden% Eldest Son to
Henry Earle of Suffolk to be kept for the beniflt of my said Grand
Child; and I will that the Eeceipt of the said Earle of Carlisle or
Henry Lord Walden for the same shall be a discharge to my Executors, And I will that the same be delivered by the said Earle of
* Lady JUlizabeth Hatohor was uterine sister of Lady Catherine O'Brien,
Lady Elizabeth's father, James Livingstone, 1st JSarl of Newburgh, was the
second husband of Catherine, widow of Lord D'Aubigny. Mr. Henry Hatcher
was Lady Elizabeth's second husband.
f Qharlos Howard,, Jflarl of Carlisle, was a distant cousin of Lady Catherine
O'Brien.
J Henry Howard, Lord Walden, was a first cousin of Lady Catherine
O'Brien. He married her sister-in-law, Lady Penelope O'Brien, daughter of
Henry Bail of Thomond. He was created Earl of Bindon in 1706, and succeeded
his father as Earl of Suffolk in 1709.
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Carlisle or Henry Lord "Walden to my said Grand Child when She
shall attain the Age of sixteen Tears, and if She dyes before that
Age then I give the same to my Grand Child Mrs
Hyde next
Sister to the said Catherine Hyde. Item I give to the Right Honble
the Dowager Lady Joan Howard* of Escrigg, my Picture set with
diamonds round it, and to the Lady Russell "Wife to Sr Wm Bussell-f
late of Langhorn in the County of Carmarthen Barr*, my Emerald
Ring, and to Mrs jBoyce Wife of Gaptn Boyce my Gold Watch with
the Shagrine case & with the Gold Chain and G-arnet Heart set
round with diamonds. Item. I give to my Cozen Elizth Viscountess
Poorcourt$ of Ireland my Ruby Ring. Item. I give to Mn Addison
my G-old Balsome Box with the Green stone lid to it set with
Diamonds & to Mrs Catherine Hornsly Three hundred Pounds to be
paid at her Age of one & twenty years or day of Marriage which
shall first happen, if the said Marriage be -with the Consent of my
Executors or the Survivor of them, and all such furniture of the
Chamber where she lyes and of the Closet to it as shall be therein
at the time of my decease. Item to W Joseph Hornsly Senr Fifty
Pounds. Item, I give to Mr Thomas Hornsly the Son one Annuity
or Yearly Sum of Twenty Pounds until he has possession of the
Cumberland Estate given to him by Sr Jos. Williamsons Will in
Remainder; and to Mr George Hornsly who was my Page one
Annuity or Yearly Sum of Eive Pounds during his Life ; the same
two Annuitys to be paid by two Equall Payments half Yearly,
without any deduction for Taxes or any other thing Whatsoever
out of the Yearly Rents Income Promt & Produce of the before
mentioned Two third parts of the over plus of the Real and Personal Estate of the said Sr Joseph Williamson, after his debts &
Legacies paid, And I will that all the Annuities given by this my
Will shall be paid out of the same two third parts of the over plus
of the Real & Personall Estate of the said Sr Joseph Williamson
and no other wise; Item I give to Mrs Ann Hornsly the Mother
Twenty Pounds and my Lockett or Heart set with Diamonds with
Sr Joseph Williamson's Hair. Item I give to my Servant Hester
Watson Thirty Pounds, And I give the Sum of One Hundred
* Dowager Lady Joan Howard of Escrigg (n6e Drake) was the widow of the
second Lord Howard of Escrigg, who was a first cousin of Lady Catherine's
mother.
f Kir William Russell, of Langhorn, was an uncle of Sarah Countess of
Thomorid, the step-mother of Lord O'Brien, who married Lady Catherine. The
father of the Countess was Sir Francis Russell of Chippenham, the elder brother
of Hir William Russell of Langhorn.
\ Elizabeth, Viscountess Powerscourt, was a daughter of Roger Boyle, Earl
of Orrery, by Margaret (daughter of Theophilus Earl of Suffolk), a younger
sister of Lady D'Aubigriy, who was Lady Catherine O'Brien's mother.
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Pounds to be paid to the Minister and Church "Wardens for the
time being for the Education of the poor G-irles of the Parish of
Sk James's within the Liberty of the City of "Westminster; Item I
give to all my Servants that shall be in my service at the time of
my decease one Tears Wages over and above what shall be then
due to them, And I give to all my servants Mourning at the Discretion of my Execut1'8 Item I give to my page B,ichd Tabor Thirty
Pounds ; Item I will that if my Personal Estate other then the said
two third parts of the Over plus of the Eeal and Personall Estate
of Sr Jos. "Williamson and other then such part of my Personal
Estate which I have given as Specified Legacies, be not sufficient to
satisfiemy Money Legacies, that then such deficiency be made good
out of the said two third parts of the Eeal & Personal Estate of the
said Sv Jos. Williamson; Item I give & Devise unto my Executors
herein after named and their heirs Execut1'3 & Administrators All
my said two third parts of the overplus of the Eeal and Personall
Estate of my late Husband 8r Jos. Williamson after his debts &
legacies paid, G-iven unto me by his Will upon trust that they shall
with the Consent and approbation of the said Earle of Carlisle or
the E* Honble Henry Harle of Clarendon* or the Ek Honble Laurance
ISarle of Rochester * lay out the same on some Purchase or Purchases
of some Manner, Messuages, Lands, Tenements or Heriditariments,
if the same shall be turned into money, and settle such Purchase, or
Purchases, or the Mannors, Messuages, Lands, Tenements or Heriditariments, which shall be allowed for or in such part of such two
third parts to the Uses following;
Viz' In the first Place for securing the Annuities herein given
and Bequeathed by me and subject there unto to the Use of my
Execu11'9 herein after named, and their Heirs during the Life of my
daughter Catherine Lady Oornbury in trust to preserve the Contingent Eemainders herein after Limited, and in trust during my
said Daughter's Life to dispose of the Eents, Issues and promts, to
such persons and to and for such uses intents and Purposes, as she
shall by any writeing under her hand Notwithstanding her coverture direct or appoint for her Personal Use and Benefit, so as the
same may not be subject to her Husbands Controul Forfeiture,
Incumbrance or disposeall, and so as her own Eeceipt in Writing,
shall -be a Sufficient discharge to the Tenants Trustees or others
for so much money, Eents, or Profits as She shall Eeceive with
Her own hands, and from and after Her Decease to the use of
* Homy, JSarl of Clarendon, and Laurence, JEarl of Roeliester, were brothers.
Lord Oornbury, who had married Lady Catherine's daughter, was the eldest son
of this Lord Clarendon, and the nephew of Lord Bochestev,
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my Grand Son Edward Syde, and the Heirs Male of his body, and
for Default of such Issue to the use of all & every other the Son or
Sons of my said daughter Lawfully beggotten Successively and in
Remainder one after another as they shall be in Seniority of age or
Priority of Birth and o£ the Heirs Male of their Several! & Respective Body's Issuing the Elder of such Sons and the Heirs Males of
his Body Issuing being always to be preferred before the younger
of such Sons and the Heirs Males of his or their Body's, Issuing,
and for default of such Issue to the Use of all and every the
Daughter and daughters of my said Daughter begotten or to be
begotten as Tenants in common, and not as Joint Tenants, and of
the Heirs of their severall and Eespective Body's Issuing, and if
any such Daughter or Daughters Shall dye without Issue, then to
the Use of the others or other of them And the Heirs of her or
their Eespective Body's or Body Issuing, And if all such Daughters
but one should dye without Issue, then to the Use of such Only
Daughter and Heirs of Her Body, and in Default of such Issue to
the Use of the said Henry Lord Walden Eldest Son of Henry Earle
of Suffolk his Heirs & Assignes for ever. Provided Always and my
Will is that my said Daughter and Her Husband Lord Cornlury or
the Survyvor of them, shall and do within the Space of one year
next after my Decease, seal and execute in such manner as Oouncill
learned in .the Law shall Reasonably advise, unto the Execntrs of
Sr Joseph Williamson & also unto my Execuf" a good and sufficient
Eelease and discharge, by deed in "Writing Attested by three or
more Credible "Witnesses, of all and all manners of Actions, or
Causes of Actions, suits and demands, held against the Eespective
Executr8 or Administrators of Sr Joseph Williamson or myself, they
the said Edward Lord Cornbury and Catherine Lady Cornbury, or
either of them, or either of their Heirs, Executrs or Administrators,
have or hath, or can or may or ought to have in Law or equity for
touching or Concerning the A.ctings Managements Eeceipts or
Intermedling of the Agent or Agents Servant or Servants of us the
said Sr Jos. Wm Son and my Self or either of us in with or out of
the Mannors, Lands, Tenements, Heriditariments, or Estate, whatsoever heretofore or of, or belonging to the Most Noble Charles late
Dulse of ^Richmond and Lenox my Deceased Brother, or any part or
parts of the same or for or by Eeason of any suposed mismanagement, wast or other thing or things by him the said Sr Jos. Williamson my late Husband or by me or by our or either of our Agents or
Servants, done committed or Suffered relating thereto, or for or by
Eeason of any Accounts Whatsoever of the Rents profits and
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Issues thereof by Mm the said Sr Jos. Williamson & my self or
either of us or our or either of our Agents or Servants, had or
Received, or for or by Reason of any other matter or thing or
matters or things whatsoever Relating to the Estate of the said
Duke from the beginning of the World to ye Day of my death, But
if the said Edward Lord Cornbury and Catherine Lady Cornbury his
wife, or the Survivor of them, in ease they or either of them shall so
long live, shall not within the Space of one year next Immediately
after my Decease, seal and execute such a Release and discharge as
afore said, then I will that the said two third parts of the overplus
of the Eeal and Personall Estate of the said Sr Joseph Williamson
be setled Subject to the Annuities herein before given to the Use of
the said Henry Lord Walden Eldest Son of the Rfc Honble Henry
Earle of Suffolk, And of the Heirs Males of his Body, and for
default of such Issue to the Use of the said Charles now JSarle of
Carlisle and his Heirs, Item, I constitute and appoint John Soys
of the City of Westminster Esqr, & Richard Well of the Inner
Temple Esqr, Executors of this my last Will and Testament, and
give unto them Two Hundred Pounds apeice for their Trouble &
Pains, they will be at in executing this my Will, and I also give
unto them Kfty Pounds apeice to buy each of them a Ring to wear
in memory of me, and I will that they shall be allowed out of my
Estate all their Charges and expences that they shall be put unto,
in or about the Execution of this my Will or in any Wise relating
there unto, And as to all the Rest and Residue of my Estate not
herein before disposed of, after the Debts that I have contracted
since the death of my late Husband Sr Joseph Williamson are
Satisfied, and all my Lagacies are paid, I give and bequeath the
same to my Grand Children, that shall be born at the time of my
Decease Equally Divided Amongst them share and share like,
Provided that if I shall enter into any Covenant or Obligation to
pay my Grand Child Catherine Hyde, any Sum of Money and She
shall Receive the same, then I will that she shall have no share of
the said Estate Undisposed of, but it shall be Equally divided
amongst the Rest of my Grand Children that shall be born at my
Decease, share and share like, And I will that the said Residue of
my Estate undisposed of, be turned into money by my Executrs and
Afterwards paid by them to the said Earle of Carlisle, and in case
of his Death or Refuseall into the hands of the said Henry Lord
Walden, to be placed out at Interest for the Benifitt of my said
Grand Children, untell their Respective Ages of one & Twenty
Tears or dayes of Marriage, And y e Interest to be paid for and
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towards their maintanance share and share like untell their Respective parts of the Principal! shall become payable; And I will
that the said Earle of Carlisle and Henry Lord "Walden shall be
allowed their Costs and Charges occasioned by the Performance of
their Trust, And they shall not be Answerable for the loss of any
moneys that shall happen wthout their Willfull neglect or default,
And I will that my Execu13 shall account with the Earle of Carlisle
and in case of his death or Eef useall with the said Henry Lord
"Walden, And I will that the Account of my Execut" touching the
Eesidue of my Estate undisposed of being allowed of by the said
Earle of Carlisle, or in case of his death or Eefusall by the said
Henry Lord Walden shall be conclusive and binding to my Grand
Children; Item I will that when the two third parts of the overplus of the Eeal and Personal Estate of Sr Joseph Williamson or
any part of the same being Eeduced into money my Executrs or the
Survivor of them, or the Survivor or ye Executrs or Administrators
of such Survivor shall and may untill a Convenient purchase can be
found place out the same money or any Part or Parts of thereof,
upon some security or Securities at Interest, wth such consent where
with the Purchase is to be made, and pay the Interest in the
same manner as the Eents and Proffitts of the Purchase are to go,
And I will that my Exeeutra shall not be answerable the one for the
other, or for the Acts Eeceipts or Defaults of the other, Nor for
any more moneys then they shall Actually Eeceive, Nor for the loss
of any money that shall happen without their Willfull neglect or
default, in placeing out to Interest in depositing for safe Custody,
or by Servants, or Agents, that shall be employed by them, and
their Joyning with one another in Eeceipts and discharges, shall be
only a charge on such of them as Eealy received the moneys therein
Mentioned so as if it be exprest which of them Eeca the same,
Item. I hereby Eevoke all former Wills by me made and Published
And In Witness that this is my last Will and Testament I have
hereunto set my hand & Seal the day and year first above written.
CA: O'BEIEN.
Signed Sealed Published and declared by the Lady Catherine
O'Brien to be Her last Will and Testament after the Interlineation
of the Words (In case they or either of them so long live) And the
Words (or by Servants or Agents that shall be Imployed by them)
In the presence of us who have here unto set our hands in her
Presence,
JAMBS MATHEWS, JOBATHAH" LOWHTIES.
ISAAC G-ABNIEB, EOBT, SOTJTHAM,
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