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EXCAVATIONS AT ST. AUSTIN'S ABBEY,
CANTERBURY.

BY THE RET. C. P. ROUTLEDGE, M.A., F.S.A.,
EONOEABY CANON OF CANTEEBTJEY.

II.—THE CHUECH OF SS. PETER AND PAUL.

THE Trustees did not obtain possession of the site until
11 October 1900, when it was too la-te to attempt any
extensive excavations.. It was, however, decided to uncover
the remains of the early Saxon, church or chapel of
St. Pancras, which are partly in the newly acquired field
and partly in the grounds of the Kent and Canterbury
Hospital; and through the kind co-operation and courtesy
of the Hospital authorities the church was fully explored
from 5—10 November under the direction and supervision
of Mr. W. H. St. John Hope and myself. The results are
fully described in Mr. Hope's paper.

I must preface this report by a warning that, owing to
the incompleteness of the excavations under the Church of
St. Peter and St. Paul (which will probably not be finished
before the autumn of 1903), the statements and opinions
expressed, for which I alone am responsible, are of necessity
somewhat conjectural, and liable to subsequent modification.

The excavations were resumed in the spring of 1901, and
carried on continuously during five months. The Trustees
were fortunate enough to secure the assistance of Mr. George
Hubbard as Honorary Architect, and of Mr, Sebastian Evans,
whose careful continuous superintendence of the work,
quickened and made fruitful by a zealous and intelligent
interest, deserves our warmest thanks. Although more than
£600 have already been expended, probably at least £1,000
more will be required before we can issue a final report on.
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the Architectural History of the Abbey Church and its
surroundings; but enough has already been done to furnish
a general outline of its leading features, and we were greatly
aided in our researches by the well-known picture taken
from Thomas of Blmham's MS. History of the Monastery of
St. Peter and St. Paul, written about 1414, and preserved in
the Library of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. The original
picture measures 16 by 12^ inches, and comprises the high
altar with the shrines of the Saints and the apsidal chapels
behind.

The difficulties atteiiding the excavation were much
increased by the destructive vandalism of former years and
a subsequent period of almost systematic neglect, accom-
panied by the ravages of time. There can be little doubt
that, ever since the dissolution of the monastery and the
temporary use of a portion of it as the palace of Henry VIII.,
the ruins of the abbey have been looked upon as a profitable
quarrying-place for stones, employed in the reparation of
walls, pig-styes, and dwelling-houses in various parts of
Canterbury.

The whole of the eastern part of the church had been
levelled to the ground, so that there wei'e practically no
remains of it visible ; a large deep hole had been dug down
to the crypt for the purpose of extracting building material
and (possibly) objects of interest and intrinsic value; and
about twenty years ago earth was deposited on the site to
the depth of many feet, taken from the ground devoted to
the erection of a neighbouring brewery. This last unfor-
tunate deposit has added enormously, not only to the labour
of excavation, but also to the consequent expense. It would
hardly be beyond the mark to calculate that it has already
been necessary to remove hundreds of cart-loads of earth, at
an expense of not much less than £200—a proceeding that
would have been wholly unnecessary but for a gross act of
carelessness, as the earth transferred from the brewery-site
could just as easily and conveniently have been deposited in
any other part of the Abbey field.

We have' also found, as might have been expected, that
graves have been disturbed, relics carried away, and shrines
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plundered, either at the dissolution of the Monastery in 1538,
or owing to the avaricious policy of King James L, who in
1618 granted Letters Patent to certain persons therein named
(of whose skill and industry he had received information) to
discover, search, and find out treasure-trove, plate, jewels,
copes, vestments, books, and the like, hid or supposed to be
hid in various abbeys within his realm.

Though the principal object of our investigation has been
the unravelling of the mysteries of the great church itself,
experimental holes have been dug here and there in the
adjoining ground, and we have discovered distinct traces of
the Chapter House, Dormitory, and (possibly) the Infirmary,
a full report on which must be reserved for a subsequent
article.

It will be clearly understood that the explorations have
been chiefly made in the crypt, at an average depth of
11 feet from the surface of the field, but from them, we can
form a good idea of the main features of the eastern part of
the church above. In the crypt is a large eastern apse with
a surrounding ambulatory, out of which open a central and
two flanking apsidal chapels (see Plan). Each of the flank-
ing chapels is, at the nearest point, distant 17 feet 7 inches
from the central one, and the chord of the whole apse is
67 feet.

The Central Cha/pel has been changed in shape internally
by later alterations, so that it has almost lost its semicircular
appearance. Across the extreme east of the arc runs a
straight wall, with a door at the north end, forming a recess
behind the altar, which may possibly have been used as a
place of deposit for important relics, though a deep hole has
been dug there without anything being found. The altar, a
considerable part of which still remains, measures 5 feet
10^ inches by 2 feet 9| inches, and is highly decorated with
colour. (Was it perhaps that one dedicated to St. Mary,
St. Michael, and St. Gabriel, which we know to have been
in the crypt ?) There are some interesting paintings on the
walls, some of them two or three layers deep. In the lowest
layer is a representation of heraldic lions. On the south
side of the chapel is a niche 1 foot 6 inches by 1 foot 3 inches,
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and on the wall towards the north-east a deep recess 5 feet
10£ inches by 4 feet 6 inches. The chapel measures 11 feet
in width at the entrance, and has a depth of 13 feet 1 inch
to the cross wall mentioned above. Above this chapel it is
possible, thongh not undoubtedly proved, that there originally
stood the shrine and altar of St. Austin, with the shrine
of St. Laurence to the north and the shrine of St. Mellitus
to the south, the two latter having been the immediate
successors of St. Austin, in the See of Canterbury.

The North Apsidal Chapel, situated directly beneath the
shrine of St. Mildred, is 9 feet 10 inches wide at the entrance,
and has an extreme depth of 12 feet 3 inches. On one of
its walls there are still evident extensive remains of painting.
The altar, 5 feet 6 inches long by 2 feet 4 inches wide, rests
on painted tiles. In front of it we discovered the component
parts of an almost perfect skeleton which had once been
enclosed in a wooden coffin, the iron nails and fragmentary
pieces of wood being still distributed in the soil. The bones
had undoubtedly been disturbed and any valuable relics
carried away. It is not an impossible conjecture that this
altar was dedicated to St. Richard, and that the bones were
those of Wido, the second Norman abbot (1087—99), who
completed the work begun by Abbot Scotland, and finished
the whole church in 1091.

The South Apsidal Chapel is beneath the shrine of Adrian,
who was abbot in 671---708. He had himself refused the
Archbishopric of Canterbury, being content to be the friend
and supporter of Theodore, and was a great benefactor to
the abbey. The Chapel is 9 feet 6 inches wide at the
entrance, and has an extreme depth of 12 feet 6 inches.
It contains a perfect altar (5 feet 7£ inches by 2 feet
3 inches), on each side of which is a Purbeck marble bracket
4 feet 2 inches above the tiled floor. There is an interesting
aumbi'y to the east of the altar, measuring 3 feet 2 inches by
2 feet 9 inches, and on the western side a small cupboard
recess, measuring 3 feet 2 inches by 2 feet 9 inches. Imme-
diately in front of the altar was discovered a marble mensa
or altar slab (4 feet by 2 feet 7£ inches), broken off at the
corner, with the dedication crosses inscribed on it, and a small

YOJj. XXV, »
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insertion near the centre (measuring 1 foot 4 inches by
1 foot 1 inch), which perhaps contained some relic. This
mensa belonged most probably to one of the altars in the
upper part of the church.

The ambulatory round the main apse has.an average width
of 11 feet 4 inches. On the inner side of it are now visible
the foundations and rubble work (most of the external facings
having been removed) of eight massive pillars arranged in a
semicircle, distant 4 feet 10 inches from each other, and still
farther westward two small stone columns, distant 5 feet
3 inches from the adjoining pillars, and the same distance from
each other. They seem to have formed two of the supports
of the high altar above, which is fully described in Elmharn's
History, with its silver reredos, its reliquaries of Bishop
Leotard and of King Ethelbert, and the six volumes of books
sent by St. Gregory to St. Austin. Other columns may pro-
bably be discovered by further excavations to the westward.

Bast of the Central Chapel of the apse is a rectangular
chapel, measuring roughly 37 feet by 20 feet 9 inches (the
western end of it being irregular owing to the obtruding
apse), which was erected some time in the fourteenth or
fifteenth century. Almost in the middle of it was found the
body of Abbot John Dygon (1497—1509). His head was
enclosed in a large leaden painted mitre, and among the
contents of the grave were a leaden chalice and paten, two
finger rings, and a coffin plate with an inscription in Latin,
which, after the usual complimentary remarks to be found in
epitaphs, informs the reader that Dygon conferred so many
benefits on the monastery that he could justly be called its
second founder, and that he governed the Abbey thirteen
years, two months, and nineteen days. It seems a sort of
bathos to confess that the only preserved record of Dygon/s
history is that of his name as one of the guests who sat at
the high table at the banquet given on the occasion of Arch-
bishop Warham's enthronization in 1504.

The use of lead in these articles seems to point to the
great poverty of the monks in the reign of Henry YIL

The rectangular chapel seems to have been enlarged
about the close of the fifteenth century, perhaps by Abbot
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Dygon himself. An exterior wall was erected, incorporating
the existing buttresses, four on each side—the extra space
thus acquired being 5 feet 2 inches wide—and the former
wall would then have been pierced by arches, so as to afford
access to the chapel from the surrounding added passage.
Possibly this extension was made for the purpose of allowing
pilgrims to pass round more easily, and view some special
relics or shrines exhibited within. It has been suggested
that the shrines of St. Austin, St. Laurence, and St.
Mellitus may have been transferred there from their former
position, when a direct communication was made between
the rectangular chapel and the central apse of the great
church. But there are some puzzling features connected
with this part of the ruins, the solution of which must be
left to a future period.

The only other important discovery has been that of a
small, graceful, apsidal chapel at the east of the northern
transept, and the outer wall of the same transept, with a
singular recess once decorated with painting. These, how-
ever, have only been partially explored.

Amongst other relics found during the excavations were
a gold noble of Edward III., a leaden seal formerly attached
to a bull of Pope Alexander III. (1159—81), who canonized
St. Thomas of Canterbury, an enormous quantity of worked
ashlar, carved marble fragments, and bits of porphyry and
serpentine mosaic, with some brightly painted stones and
gilded pinnacles, apparently belonging to some rich shrine.
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