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Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ Club were delighted to 
hear the news that one of  its members was the recipient 
of  the Young Archaeologist of  the Year category of  
the Marsh Community Archaeology Awards.

The awards ceremony took place at the British Academy 
in London on Monday 10th November 2014.  BBC’s Dan 
Snow, CBA’s president, was at the ceremony to meet the 
award recipients.

There was specific criteria which the winner of  the Young 
Archaeologist of  the Year award had to fulfill.  They had 
to:

Lynda was a very worthy winner of  this award, having 
started with Canterbury YAC in 2007 when she was 9 
year’s old, and is currently the branch’s longest serving 
member. Her first meeting was on a very wet and windy 
day, fieldwalking for Bronze Age finds in Thanet. From 
the start Lynda has been avidly interested in archaeology, 
and is an extremely enthusiastic member of  the branch.

From her early days with the Canterbury YAC branch, 
Lynda has wanted to pursue her studies in archaeology.  
Her excitement and drive were really pushed on after 
Canterbury YAC visited C.S.I Sittingbourne, a volunteer-
led archaeological conservation project in January 2011. 
At the end of  this meeting she told Branch Leader Abby 
Found that she wanted to be an Archaeological 
Conservator, and true to her word, since then she has 
thoroughly impressed with her drive to gain the skills and 

experiences needed to be able to achieve this goal, 
including purchasing her own WHS trowel and reading 
Renfrew & Bahn’s Archaeology: Theories, Methods & 
Practice – a book on every archaeology undergraduates 
bookshelf!

Lynda has attended almost all of  the branch meetings 
which have covered lots of  different activities which are 
relevant to her future career choice. These have included:

• surveying and recording at Canterbury Castle

• finds initial identification, washing and recording 
with Canterbury Archaeological Trust and the 
Folkestone: A Town Unearthed Project

• digging on several professional & community 
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• demonstrate real enthusiasm for archaeology

• have developed their own knowledge and 

skills in archaeology

• have shared their experience of archaeology 

with others.



project sites (Folkestone Roman Villa, Randal 
Manor, Thanet Earth, Westgate Gardens)

• field-walking & metal detecting

More impressively, on her own initiative Lynda has 
organised many activities herself  in order to increase her 
experience. These have included:

• attending a National YAC residential (2008)

• attending conferences: A Town Unearthed (2012); 
Current Archaeology (2012 & 2014)

• going to talks: several by Kent Archaeological 
Trust, Shorne Community Dig and Fishbourne: 
Revisited

• a classics department trip: Pompeii & 
Herculaneum (March 2013)

Alongside her GCSE studies, Lynda arranged her own 
Year 10 work placement with London based 
archaeological unit, Pre-Construct Archaeology in 
October 2013, which gave her a real insight into what life 
was like for commercial, professional archaeologists.

Lynda has been putting all her experiences to good use. 

This summer she volunteered on the Randall Manor 
Community Dig for 3-weeks, and was asked to assist 
supervising family groups on site, showing young people 
and their parents how to excavate, which she did with 
ease. Andrew Mayfield, Site Director said:

Lynda is already considering which university to go to 
study Archaeological Science when she applies next year, 
and has already visited three this autumn to help her 
decide. Lynda continues to be an excellent role model for 
young Canterbury YACs to aspire too, and she has also 
expressed an interest in becoming a YAC young leader, 
which will be a great continuation of  her interests and 
involvement in archaeology so far.

‘Lynda has been a keen and engaged member of 

the Randall Manor Community Dig Team. She is 

always happy to work with new diggers and YAC’s. 

Her contributions add to the sense of community 

on site.’

The Dover Bronze Age Boat

The half-scale replica of the Dover Bronze Age boat, known as the ‘Ole Crumlin-
Pedersen’, has had a couple of very successful outings this autumn.  The first was a 
7 mile strip of the Folkestone-Dover coastline on a beautiful calm day, the sea like 
glass and the paddling easy.  This was a great boost for the crew of 9 who have been 
practising every Sunday morning for months, in preparation.   In late September, 
they took on a much more ambitious challenge – ‘The Great River Race’, London’s 
annual Thames marathon.  Covering around 19 Nautical Miles (22 Statute Miles) in 
around 5 hours, from the Isle of Dogs in East London to Ham, near Twickenham 
in South-West London, it was an amazing achievement. Again, weather was fine and 
the  river conditions pretty good apart from the wake from passing ships (!).  The 
boat coped with the rough conditions easily, in what has been its most challenging 
test so far.

There was great support from hundreds of spectators along the route, applauding 
and urging them on and out of 320 participating boats they didn’t finish last; 3 other 

boats reached the finish line after! It was a very positive public event and great publicity for the Dover Bronze Age 
Boat and the ‘BOAT 1550 BC’ project. The other boat crews and the race organisers were fascinated and many 
described our boat as a beautiful craft.  For their considerable efforts, the crew were awarded a special prize for 
‘Sporting Endeavour’ at the finish line!

More events are being planned for Spring 2015, including paddling on the lake of a primary school in Eastbourne.  A 
very enthused Head Teacher has asked if all his Year 5 and 6 pupils can have a go…!


