
KAS Education Committee Update

Overview

The Young Archaeologists Club (YAC) is the only UK-
wide club for young people aged up to 17 years with an 
interest in history and archaeology. YAC has a network of  
local branches where children can get involved in hands-
on activities on a regular basis.

The Canterbury YAC branch is one of  around 70 local 
branches in the UK, and is completely volunteer-led.  
2014 saw the branches leadership team swell to seven, 
including Young Assistant Leader, Ellie, a branch member 
who on turning 16, volunteered to help run sessions.

Activities

We started the New Year cutting up Masterpieces at The 
Beaney House of  Art and Knowledge.  Manet’s 
‘Execution of  Maximilian’ was on display from the 
National Gallery, so this was a rare opportunity to learn 
its background, especially why it had been banned and cut 
up!

In March we visited Canterbury 
Archaeological Trust’s Finds 
Room to study some of  the 
amazing Roman pots from 
recent excavations. A real 
highlight of  the day was the 
arrival of  the (replica) Dover 
Bronze Age boat!  As it ‘dry 
docked’ the YACs had the 
chance to hear how it was 
constructed.

In April, Assistant Leader Sarah 
gave the YACs an insight into 

the work of  an Osteoarchaeologist and 
Paleoanthropologist, with a fascinating talk about her job 
including a handling session with lots of  photos of  
unusual diseased bones.

The YACs headed out for their third visit to Western 
Heights in Dover, which has now become a much-
anticipated trip - cheers went up when it was announced 
this year!  The YACs assisted the Western Heights 
Preservation Society volunteers in clearing out rubble 
from one of  the large casements, uncovering some 
unusual finds in the process - newspapers, tobacco 
wrappers and even an enamel mug all dating to 1941!

June saw Canterbury YAC’s first ever coach trip, which 
was funded by a generous KAS grant.  We travelled with 
members of  the North Downs YAC to The Trench to 
meet Private Andy Robertshaw, famous for advising 
Spielberg on the set of  Warhorse.  Andy has constructed a 
replica trench system in his (very big!) back-garden, and 
the YACs had a packed day exploring it.  
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In 2014, Canterbury Young Archaeologists’ Club has been able to run a varied 
programme of  meetings, and continued linking up with several local partnership 
projects.



Trust community dig in Westgate Gardens.  The YACs 
helped to excavate small trenches locating part of  the 
Roman road, Watling Street.

In September the YACs travelled to Rochester and took 
part in the Friends of  Eastgate House Treasure Hunt.  
Two teams of  YACs patrolled up and down the High 
Street looking for clues connecting Rochester with its 
historic past.  The YACs were the first two teams back 
with all 20 answers earning them a massive tub of  flying 
saucers as a prize!

Three fantastic sessions are lined up to complete the year.  
In October the YACs will be metal detecting and field-
walking with the Alkham Valley project.  In November 
we will be joining the Peasants Revolt led by the Freemen 
of  Blean reenactors at Druidstone Park.  In December 
the YACs will be heading out to a wood in Ashford to 
join bushcraft specialist Jack Raven to learn heritage craft 
skills – we will need to wrap up for that!

Canterbury YAC will continue to organise exciting 
meetings to explore the archaeology and history of  the 
local area. Canterbury YAC would like to take this 
opportunity to express our appreciation for the generous 
financial support from the Kent Archaeological Society 
for our activities, especially in helping make the trip to the 
Trench possible.

Abby Found, Branch Leader
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On arrival Private Robertshaw gave an introductory talk 
about the outbreak of  WW1, before mustering the YACs 
and spliting them into three troops.  The first troop 
activity involved exploring the uniform, equipment and 
weapons the British Pioneers used on the Western Front.  
For the second activity an army cook explained rations 
and what meals were prepared.  The final activity was a 
visit to the trench itself.  Here the YACs could actually 
walk through the trench system, and experience the 
cramped conditions for themselves.  There was no fear of  
getting trench foot however, as it was a hot, dry day!  In 
the afternoon, the YACs helped to fill sandbags, and 
construct part of  the wall systems.  The visit to the trench 
was a fantastic day out, and set the YACs up well for 
covering the topic in school.

In July we returned to the Randall Manor excavation in 
Shorne Woods with Kent County Council’s Community 
Archaeologist Andrew Mayfield. Unfortunately due to 
heavy rain we were unable to dig, so the YACs helped 
with finds processing after a brief  site tour with our macs 
on!

Fortunately the YACs were able to participate in a dig this 
year when they joined the Canterbury Archaeological 


