
KAS Education Committee Update

Overview

At the time of  writing 
(September), schools in 
Ash, Ashford, Barming, 
Canterbury, Dover, 
Egerton, Folkestone, 
Guston, Hawkinge, High 
Halstow, Hythe, 
Maidstone, Pluckley, 
Rainham, Ramsgate, 
Rochester, Sandown, 
Tonbridge, Tunbridge 
Wells, Tunstall - and  
beyond Kent, in Surrey, 

have this year benefitted from the extensive CAT loans 
collections.  As a result of  the ‘Boat 1550 BC’ project, we 
have now added a set of  Bronze Age themed BOAT 
KITs to the CAT BOXes (inherited from KCC), CAT 
KITs (built with KAS and KCC support) and ARKs (a 
result of  ‘Folkestone, A Town Unearthed’). 

Over the past three years, the Trust has been working on 
the Lyminge Anglo-Saxon project, managed by Reading 
University and Andy Macintosh, a member of  the CAT 
fieldwork team has also been into schools in Lyminge, 
Folkestone and Sittingbourne delivering workshops.  

We continued to support undergraduate teachers at 
Canterbury Christ Church University with lectures and 
workshops and have now further developed our strong 
partnership by contributing to the PGCE programme. 

We began working with the ‘Westgate Parks’ project in 
Canterbury helping to promote the parks’ heritage 
alongside the programme of  environmental enhancement 
and community engagement under the direction of  
Canterbury City Council.  In August, forty local people 
took part in a dig in Westgate Garden where remains of  
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The KAS grant for 2014 has contributed to the funding of  CAT core Education 
Service and completion of  activities associated with the European project, ‘Boat 
1550 BC’.

‘I am feeling much more positive about teaching the 

Bronze Age and the new curriculum … and I am now 

actually trying to work out how I can schedule it for 

my year group rather than somebody else’s! ’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Maidstone.



other items for activities.  Twelve Kent primary schools 
enjoyed a CPD day from CAT and CCCU where they 
used the resources.  

On a second day of  CPD we took the same teachers to 
Provincial Archaeological Museum Velzeke, Flanders, 
which has extensive hands-on collections for Prehistory - 
and other periods.

CAT and CCCU have also used BOAT KIT resources 
with 70 teachers at the Wroxham Schools Alliance 
national conference. 

The BOAT KIT is certainly a valuable asset to our Kent 
primary schools for the new curriculum.  It would be 
good to see it also used at secondary level, perhaps by 
Modern Languages departments (resources are available 
in French and Dutch).  At university level, the Guide has 
even caught the eye of  an Archaeology department for its 
undergraduates.  

Marion Green, Education Officer

Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Roman Watling Street were uncovered.  

CAT International

As part of  the Beaney’s educational programme, we ran 
‘Meet the Archaeologist’ and  ‘Crime and Investigation’ 
sessions for Dutch and French secondary school groups.  

The main focus this year has been completion of  the 
European project, ‘Boat 1550 BC’.

New resource for a new 

Prehistory programme 

‘Boat 1550 BC’ closed in the summer with results 
including a seaworthy half-scale replica of  the Dover 
Bronze Age boat, a tri-lingual travelling exhibition to 
France, England and Belgium, two international 
conferences, a Prehistory programme for primary school 
students at Canterbury Christ Church University and 
developing Archaeology and the Bronze Age materials for 
schools in France, England and Belgium with associated 
CPD for teachers.

Primary schools are now required to teach the Stone Age 
through to the Iron Age and teachers are ravenous for all 
things prehistoric! Well, we can help them. We now have 
twelve, identical BOAT KITs and kits are currently in 
schools in Ashford, Barming, Folkestone, High Halstow 
and Maidstone.  Sets of  kits are also held in Northern 
France and Flanders, for use there.

The BOAT KIT contains a Teaching Guide, a USB pen 
with videos, animations and a Bronze Age themed 
scheme of  work, a replica bronze axe, pottery ‘Beaker’ 
and bronze dress pin, a catalogue from the exhibition and 

 ‘… I wouldn't have considered teaching 

archaeology and am looking forward to using 

some of the kits you showed us.  I feel that we are 

in quite good shape for some interesting hands-on 

prehistory lessons.’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Folkestone

 ‘I must admit I knew very little about the Bronze 

age before.  I am very interested in the subject 

area now!’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Folkestone

‘It’s good to have a period where we don’t know all 

the answers.’ 

Key Stage 2 teacher, Wroxham


