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KAS Education Committee

Canterbury City Museums run a wide 
range of creative, object-inspired learning 
activities at 6 museums in Canterbury, 
Whitstable and Herne Bay, as well as 
taking part in numerous outreach events in 
the local community.

In 2013 nearly 20,000 children came on 
school visits, and over 100,000 under 18s 
visited the district’s museums, or took part 
in special events for children and families.

Canterbury City Council 
Museums Education Service

Learning about and engaging with archaeology is a key strand 
in this busy programme of events and activities.

The museums service has strong links with archaeologists at 
Canterbury Archaeological Trust, the University of Kent and 
Canterbury Christ Church University, the Archaeological Finds 
Liaison Officer for Kent (Portable Antiquities Scheme), 
Canterbury Young Archaeologists' Club, and many other 
specialists, educators, academics, conservators and re-enactors 
working in this field.

As part of the formal learning offer for schools, colleges and 
universities young people can visit the museums and 
investigate real archaeological objects as part of a visit… from 
prehistoric axes and arrowheads, to Ancient Egyptian and 
Greek antiquities, through to Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Medieval 
and more recent finds.

We work with archaeologists, educators, scientists, re-
enactors, storytellers, artists, drama specialists, poets and 
writers, musicians and other creative facilitators to bring 
archaeological collections and stories to life and to stimulate a 
lifelong interest in this fascinating subject. 

Some of the highlights of the past year have included:

Re-opening the Beaney Art Museum and Library.  This free 
award-winning flagship venue is packed full of archaeology 
and archaeology-inspired activities for children and adults – 
with a range of activities linked to its Ancient Egyptian Greek, 
Roman, Anglo-Saxon and world archaeology collections.

Taking part in archaeology outreach events including Bigbury 
Revealed, a partnership event with the Kent Wildlife Trust at 
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Bigbury Iron Age hill fort in May 2013 which attracted nearly 
1,000 people.  Nearly 500 children enjoyed finding out about 
Iron Age and Roman Canterbury and Caesar’s invasions, and 
taking part in a range of hands-on activities from Roman mini 
digs, and coin bashing to grinding grain with a replica rotary 
quern.

Working in par tner ship with Canterbur y’s Young 
Archaeologists' Club, including investigating Ancient Greek 
artefacts at the Beaney and making pots inspired by them!

Working in partnership with Canterbury Archaeological Trust, 
the University of Kent, and teacher training students from 
Canterbury Christ Church University to host a range of 
special events at Canterbury Roman Museum.  These included 
'Meet the Romans' in which visitors met a series of characters 
from the Roman town, and 'Smelly Bits and Skeleton Pits' 
which highlighted important new archaeological discoveries 
from the Canterbury district, including the Bridge Roman 
helmet and an exquisite balsamarium – a rare bronze oil 
container decorated with dancing nymphs and satyrs found 
near Stone Street.  These two events attracted over 1,200 
people including over 500 children.  The latter event included 
an opportunity for visitors to see 3D laser scanning of Roman 

antiquities by specialists from the University of Kent.

Developing new archaeology resources for the Beaney 
including an Ancient Egyptian workshop for primary schools 
which has received excellent teacher and pupil feedback.

Developing new archaeology based activities for visiting school 
children from France and other European countries, including 
a Meet the Archaeologist workshop at the Beaney in 
par tner ship with Mar ion Green from Canterbur y 
Archaeological Trust.

Winning a prestigious Sandford Award for excellence in 
Heritage Education and being a finalist in Museum of the Year 
Award 2013.

As well as offering learning activities for young people the 
museums service has an active programme of archaeology 
related popular lectures, events and exhibitions for adults. 

Martin Crowther
Learning Manager, Canterbury Museums
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