
North Downs Young 
Archaeologists' Club

Our branch was initiated in 2000, when 
there was currently no YAC representation 
in the county.   Our members mostly live 
in central, west and north Kent. The KAS 
was supportive from the start, putting us 
in touch with expert advice and resources, 
and they continue to be so.

We have at least ten meetings each year, each of which has to 
work on many different levels given the wide age range of 
members.  In September last year we tried our hand at 
ancient woodworking techniques with expert Damian 
Goodburn, which saw the YACs wielding axes and splitting 
logs, so an extensive risk assessment was needed.  In October 
we found out about Medieval Medicine and created our own 
potions and in November we learnt flintknapping with James 
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Dilley – another extensive risk assessment needed!  Each YAC 
went home with a workable tool they’d knapped from a 
nodule, even with the handicap of wearing non-Stone Age 
goggles and gloves. 

UPDATE
KAS Education Committee

December saw our usual festive party in costume, continuing 
the prehistoric theme with ‘Stone Age Stomp’, serving 
‘mammoth’ rolls and painting a 5m cave wall with herds of the 
same.  LiDAR provided a different way of investigating the 
landscape in February, as we hunted down features, 
uncovering old quarry pits, saw pits and routeways.  We 
surveyed, recorded and identified each one. In March we 
went into the storerooms of Maidstone Museum with their 
curator to see some of the weird and wonderful objects in 
the 95% of collections not usually on show, and found out 
how to accession artefacts.  

Dover Castle was a windy, chilly venue for our April meeting, 
where we examined the architecture and surrounds to work 
out which elements were defensive - or not.  In May we 
excavated and cleaned up a massive trench system at Birling. 
One YAC’s find of an enamel army-issue mug with a WWII 
date on the base certainly gave us good dating evidence.
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Our annual family coach trip out of the county in June was to 
the newly-opened Mary Rose in Portsmouth – a truly 
fantastic exhibition.  The YACs were given special access to 
the laboratory where they donned white coats and cleaned 
up still unwashed rope and other fragments from the Tudor 
warship.  Estuary mud is incredibly smelly… 

In July we returned to Randall Manor at Shorne, a regular 
summer dig for us and one which some of our members 
have been coming on for five years now.  They have learnt so 
much in the unravelling of this site as a community project.

And so to the start of another year – this September we 
went to Quex Park, in October we processed finds and in 
November we are visiting ‘Beyond the Horizon’ and the 
Dover Boat – but you’ll have to wait until next year to find 
out how these went! 

We use our grant from the KAS to help towards the cost of 
activity materials, and Leaders’ and visiting experts transport 
costs.  It provides our members with the opportunity to 
explore their interest in heritage, familiarising them with the 
techniques for doing this and with sites around the county, 
including lesser known sites which they would never have 
encountered otherwise.  Two of our former members are 
making archaeology their career, and we encourage those that 

reach the cut-off age of 16 to become ‘Young Leaders’ and 
continue their involvement – we currently have three who 
help at meetings.

We are extremely grateful to the KAS for their continued 
interest and support.  

Lyn Palmer
Branch Leader, North Downs Young 
Archaeologists’ Club 
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