
Since 2009 the Trust has received a grant from the Education 
Committee of the Kent Archaeological Society to assist with 
funding its programme of education activities.  Each year the 
grant money has been used to develop new activities and 
resources and to support planning and development of an 
annual education programme, collaborating with a range of 
partners.  Staff from the Trust have made visits to schools and 
holiday clubs to run archaeology themed workshops, using our 
resources including our Dig and Discover activities and a 
collection of historic costumes, which we developed with the 
assistance of the KAS Education grant.  By September this year 
we had engaged with thirteen schools. 

Our largest events have been developed with the inclusion 
manager at Bradstow School in Broadstairs, a specialist school 
for children with severe learning difficulties on the autistic 
continuum.  With Bradstow School we have run 
archaeological themed workshops for large numbers of local 
children, beginning with Dig for a Day in 2009 and expanding 
(2013) to Dig for Three Days this year where our Roman 
themed Dig and Discover workshop was delivered to more 
than 420 children from 11 local mainstream and specialist 
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schools.  Several of the school groups attending the 
workshops were made up of children with profound 
disabilities but we have been able to adapt our activities so 
that all the children are able to take part. 

A handling collection of artefacts has also been developed, 
illustrating the progression of technology over time and the 

typical finds from each period.  The handling resource 
has been used for a wide range of audiences including 
talks given to visually impaired groups who were able to 
experience the objects by touch. 

The forward plan the Trust has adopted envisages 
developing more hands on resources from the artefacts 

we have in storage at our Antoinette Centre 
building at Quex Park. 

The Trust for Thanet Archaeology was founded in 1988 as a charity to provide education 
in archaeology in general and the archaeology of the Isle of Thanet in particular.  To meet 
that aim the Trust carries out a wide range of education and outreach activities from 
providing up to date information on Thanet’s archaeology, to organising activities in 
schools and running conferences.

Our aim is to make meaningful 
contact with as many of Thanet 
district’s 130,000 inhabitants as 
possible, raising their interest in their 
archaeological heritage and the 
historic significance of the Isle of 
Thanet.

UPDATE
KAS Education Committee
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The Trust has a strong commitment to passing on our skills 
and experience to students of all ages and we have given 
assistance, advice and resources to several undergraduate and 
post-graduate students from the University of Kent and 
encouraged their participation in field projects to gain 
experience.  We have also worked with teachers to 
encourage them to use our resources in local schools.  

With the co-operation of the Powell-Cotton Museum at 
Quex Park, we have held an annual event called ‘Archaeology 
for You’ to coincide with the Council for British Archaeology 
sponsored National Festival of Archaeology.  A day of 
workshops and hands on activities has been held in the 
grounds of the Museum to introduce people to the skills used 
by archaeologists to explore the past.  We were joined at this 
year’s event by local Iron Age and Roman re-enactment group 
Bella de Canzio who complemented our practical workshops 
with an exhibition of living history.  We have also given 
archaeological workshops for the Powell-Cotton Museum, 
most recently to members of the Canterbury YAC group. 

In 2011 we began work on publishing a series of popular 
introductory guides to local archaeology and historic events 
with our Underground Thanet book by Rod Le Gear, which 
explored the important underground sites in the area which 
represents one of the aspects of a significant heritage of 
industrial archaeology in the area.  Planned publications 
include handbooks and resources that will help to develop an 
understanding of the principles of archaeological research 
among children and young people.

The Trust celebrated its 25th anniversary in 2013 with a 
keynote lecture and conference on the wider cultural legacy, 
exploring the historic landscape, townscape and populations 
in Thanet, emphasising the Trust’s role as a member of 
Thanet’s wider heritage community.

Our education policy includes a commitment to engage with 
as many people in Thanet as possible and to communicate 
the value of Thanet’s archaeology to them.  The Trust 
maintains an online Virtual museum of Thanet’s archaeology, 
supported by past grants from KAS to expand and develop 
the resources, which has been a successful method of 
disseminating information to a very wide audience.  We are 
developing a strategy for communication through new media 
to ensure that the local community is kept in touch with our 
education activities.

Ges Moody
Deputy Director of the Trust for Thanet Archaeology
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